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PREFATOKY NOTICE. 

In printing the following work, the Authors 
MS. has been carefully adhered to, with only a few 
verbal corrections. Professor Dalzel's intention 
evidently was to have continued his History of the 
University, in the form of Annals, to the commence- 
ment of the present century, but it terminates abruptly 
about the year 1723, when the University had laid 
the foundation of its eminence as a School of Medi- 
cine. This intention appears from the table of Con- 
tents prefixed to his MS., in which he has given the 
titles of two additional chapters, but which, judging 
from the state of the existing manuscript, were pro- 
bably never written. We cannot, therefore, but feel 
regret that this portion of Professor Dalzel's History, 
which would have embraced an account of his own 
times, was left unfinished, if we consider the facili- 
ties of daily and familiar intercourse that existed at a 
period when several of the Professors resided within 
the Collegiate buildings, and when so many eminent 
men were associated with the University. The titles 
of these two chapters are as follows :— 
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PREFACE. 



" Chapter VII. From the institution of the Medical 
H Faculty to the time of Dr. Robertson as Principal, 
" in 1762. 

" Chapter VIII. From the beginning of Dr. Robert- 
" sons presiding over the College, till the end of the 
" eighteenth century." 

There however remains, as materials to be employed 
for the illustration of this part of his subject, a series 
of extracts from the Records of the Town-Council, 
between August 1724 and May 1779, which the 
Author had made with considerable lalxmr and care. 
These extracts have been compared with the Council 
Records ; aud as furnishing a variety of facts illus- 
trative of the history of the University during that 
period, they have been inserted in the Appendix, 
No. V. 

In connexion with the History of the University, 
Professor Dalzel intended to have prepared lists and 
biographical notices of the Professors in the various 
chairs. Having only partially completed this part of 
his plan, the portions which were actually written are 
given in the subsequent pages; 1 and a few documents 
marked to be inserted, have been supplied in the Ap- 
pendix. It may also be mentioned, that a complete 
Chronological List of the Principals, Regents, and Pro- 
fessors is contained in the volume entitled " A Cata- 

1 Bee footnote to j.Hgr 
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lugue of the Graduates in the Faculties of Arts, Divi 
uity, and Law, of the University of Edinburgh," pub- 
lished in 1858. I find, however, from Mr. Dalzel's 
researches, as embodied in the present work, that the 
above List of Regents, from 1583 to 1707, needs re- 
vision, by forming a separate list of Professors of 
Humanity during that period. 

Having V>een requested to act as Editor of the fol- 
lowing work, as I could not, without assistance, devote 
to it the time that would be requisite, it is but proper 
to state, that I was assisted by the Rev. James Ander- 
son, author of the "Ladies of the Covenant," and 
other works ; and that he undertook not only the 
necessary task of searching out and collating the 
various papers to which reference is made in the 
course of the History, but also the more serious part 
of transcribing and arranging the Authors manuscript 
for the press. 

DAVID LAING. 
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CHAPTER I. 

FROM THE INSTITUTION OF THE COLLEGE IN 1582 TO THE ACCESSION 
OF JAMES VI. TO THE CEOWN OF ENGLAND IN 1603. 

Soon after the reformation of religion in Scotland, 
which was established in the year 1560, the Magistrates 
and Town-Council of Edinburgh, with the Ministers 
and other respectable Citizens, were solicitous to pro- 
mote the cause of learning and the liberal education of 
the youth, which had, during the troubles of the king 
dom, been much neglected. They considered, also, 
that it was attended with great inconvenience and ex- 
pense to send away the youth from the capital of the 
kingdom to be educated at St. Andrews, or any other 
university at a distance ; and especially that parents 
in narrow circumstances, however willing, were alto- 
gether unable to bestow a learned education on such 
of their sons as seemed to be possessed of talents fitted 
for literary pursuits. 1 They therefore proposed that a iml 

" J A A Proposal to 

university should be founded in their own city ; and JS^" 1 " 

foun<to>] in 

1 Robertson, Vita; et Mortis Rob. Rolloci Narratio, p. 5. Edlnbmgb. 

A 
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they were encouraged in having this scheme carried 
into execution by a legacy of 8000 merks Scots, which 
had been bequeathed for that purposes about the year 
1558, by Robert Reid, Bishop of Orkney. But the 
Abbot of Kinloss and others, who had possession of tlii* 
money, being unwilling to give it up, the Town- 
Council were not able to recover it till the year 1582. 
iMt They purchased, however, in the year 15G3, for tb< 

AMU- for it J 1 i 

provided. 8um 0 f one thousand pounds Scots, the right to a great 
part of the ground and buildings which had belonged 
to the Provost and Prebendaries of the Collegiate Kirk 
of Field, anciently denominated u Templum et Pnefec- 
tura Sanctaa Marias in Campis," to be a site for their 
intended College. This is the very place which th« 
University buildings now partly occupy, and which, 
before the South Bridge was erected, included also tb 
space betwixt the east front of the New College ami 
the Royal Infirmary, through which the street no* 
passes, but which was formerly garden ground 

This place was soon after rendered remarkable by 
the unhappy fate of Henry Lord Darnley, husband to 
the Queen. The apartments where he lodged, an*i 
which were blown up by gunpowder on the 10th d 
February 15G7, were either the same which had bees 
possessed by the Provost of the Kirk of Field, or uV 
lodgings of the Prebendaries in the vicinity of the Pw 
vost s house to the east. This house was afterward 

1 Pennycuick, Parson of that Ilk, and Nicol Hutcheson, one of the Prf'*' 9 

Provost of the Kirk of Field, disputes daries of the Kirk of Field, resign* J"* 

to the town the haill Mggiog called the prehend in favour of the town, for p' 1 

Kirk of Field, with the kirkyeard, for ment of 70 merks. -Ibid, vol v. I* 

the sum of 1<**> |N»und.s Scot*.- Town. 30, 
Council Record*, \oL iv. June 21, \Ml 
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^paired, and appropriated as a habitation for the 
Vincipal of the College. It yet remains (1803), 
ituated almost upon the spot which the centre of the 
luseum and Library are destined to occupy in the 
lan of the new fabric. But neither the house, nor 
lie garden to the eastw r ard, were got possession of by 
he Town-Council till several years after the founda 
ion of the College. They had entered into a contract 
nth John Gib, servitor to the Kings Grace, whereby 
hey obliged themselves to convey to John Fenton, 
V>mptrollers Clerk, and Agnes Lindsay, his spouse, 
nd the said Johns heirs, that tenement or lodging, 
hen waste and decayed, sometime pertaining to the 
3 rovo8t of the Kirk of Field, with the garden, etc., 
ipon this condition, that Fenton and his wife should 
lay a feu-annual of 50 shillings Scots yearly, and ac- 
knowledge the Town as their Superior ; and the said 
John Gib renounces his pretended right of supe- 
riority for the sum of 300 merks paid to him by the 
town. 1 

In the year 1579, by the strenuous exertions of Mr. im. 

rn • i . Thf Town 

Uement Little, Advocate, and one of the Commissaries gjjjjgjj u> 
of Edinburgh, Mr. Henry Charteris, a respectable citi- JS* ; the 
zen, Mr. James Lawson, a minister of the city, a man 
of talents and of considerable learning, and who had 
formerly been sub-Principal of King's College, Aber- 
deen, the Town-Council at length determined to l>cgin 
the work ; but the Archbishop of St. Andrews and the 
Bishop of Al>erdeen had still sufficient influence to sus- but ^ ,>r«. 
[w ad the undertaking, as injurious to the Universities 

1 Town-Counoil Reuonl*, vol. vt p. 128. 
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already established in the kingdom. The High Gram 
mar School, however, was built and endowed at this 
time in the place where the monastery of the Black- 
friars, then in ruins, was formerly situated. 
TfaecSta* But in the year 1581, the Episcopal faction having 
lost its power in the Church of Scotland, the Ministers 
of Edinburgh, particularly Mr. James Lawson and Mr. 
Walter Balcanquhal, supported by Mr.. William Littk 
afterwards Provost of the city, and his brother, Mr 
Clement, the Commissary, seized the opportunity t- 
urge the design of erecting a College. The work oi 
building and repairing was accordingly l>egun, and 
carried forward with great diligence and industry. 
The accommodation, however, thus provided, did not 
consist of one regularly designed magnificent structure, 
such as was then, and is now, exhibited by a Collet 
in either of the two Universities of England ; but wa* 
patched up, partly by repairing such old buildings 
were found upon the spot, and partly by the addition 
of others constructed upon the most frugal plan. An 
old irregular pile of building, adjoining to the Kirk of 
Field, which had l>een the town residence of the Dukr 
of Chatelherault and his family, but now obtained by 
the Town-Council of Edinburgh, in consequence of tin* 
forfeiture of the Hamiltons by the Regent, Earl of 
Morton, was fitted up and converted into apartment 
for different classes of students, to Ik? there instructs! 
by the new Professors ; and it remained appro] >riate<l 
for this puqiose for more than two centuries, wheu it 
was Lately demolished to give way for the new build- 
ings. It stood in a transverse direction from north to 
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south, in the plaice now occupied by the classes for the 
practice of Physic and Moral Philosophy, in the very 
centre of the north side 'of the great inner quadrangle 
>f the New College. Other buildings were gradually 
added, but according to no regular plan ; so that the 
whole academical fabric, even in its most complete 
state, exhibited but a mean and motley appearance. 
Such as it was, however,, it might be regarded as a 
great exertion made in behalf of learning, considering 
the state of the city of Edinburgh, and the finances of 
the country at that period. 

Antecedent to the Reformation, a Bull of the Pope 
used to be considered as necessary for giving the pro- 
per authority to erect a college or university ; and, 
accordingly, the ancient Universities of St. Andrews 
and of Glasgow, and Kings College, Aberdeen, had 
derived their privileges and authority from that source. 
But the Papal influence being annihilated in Scotland 
previous to the existence of the College of Edinburgh, 
the citizens looked towards the King as possessed of 
the only legal power for giving a sanction to their new 
institution. James the Sixth was then upon the 
throne; and, fortunately, his education had been so 
conducted by his chief preceptor, the celebrated George 
Buchanan, as to inspire lrim with a great respect and 
an uncommon passion for learning. Even at the age 
of twelve, he himself had made considerable progress 
in it, and discovered then such a maturity of judg- 
ment, that, with the approbation of his subjects, he 
had superseded the Earl of Morton, Regent of the 
kingdom, and assumed the reins of government into 
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his own hands. 1 He was now in his seventeenth year, 
and gave his countenance to the Magistrates and Town- 
Council of Edinburgh in their scheme of erecting :i 
College. His mother, Queen Mary, by her charter, 
dated the 13th of March 1566, had bestowed many of 
the church's possessions and emoluments within tk 
liberties of Edinburgh upon the Provost, Magistrates 
Council, and community of that city, for the tahoof of 
the ministers of the gospel and support of the poor, 
under the general appellation of " The Foundation for 
, 58 ^ the Ministers and Hospitality of Edinburgh." The 
■ttttL King now granted a new charter under the Great Seal 
2!£rUM containing a confirmation of this deed, and by an 
■uumifeing additional grant not only conferring anew upon the 

the r<>iiniliiig ° v o r 

nfuuitiver ggjj corporation the above-mentioned church posses- 
sions and emoluments, to be applied by them for the 
maintenance of the ministers, support of the poor, re- 
pairing of schools, and propagation of letters ami 
sciences, according as they and their successors shouM 
think fit ; but also giving them full power to receive 
from all |iersons who, hereafter, out of their great zeal, 
might be disposed to bestow yearly profits or rent- 
within or without the said town for the same purposes ; 
which gifts or bequests are declared to be as fully 
ratified, confirmed, and freely mortified as any othii 
such donations and possessions were ever before be 
queathed or granted in perpetuity to the church. This 
charter also confirms and ratifies the renunciation bv 

• 

John Gib, his Majesty's servant* in favour of the said 
corporation and community, of all right or title which 

' K ^crt>ou\H lli&tmy of Scotland, Book vi. 
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he, in virtue of the Kings gift, may or can pretend to 
have to the provostry and church of the Kirk of Field, 
and possessions or revenues thereof ; ratifying, more- 
over, and confirming all the rights the said town has 
to those void and spacious places which lately belonged 
to the Provost, prebendaries, priests, and friars of the 
said Kirk of Field ; which situation is declared to be 
extremely commodious for " the erection of apartments 
and edifices, where professors of liberal science and 
literature, and students thereof may reside and hold 
their daily exercises, apart from the other places des- 
tined for the foundation of hospitality." Wherefore, 
the King's Majesty, earnestly desirous for the honour 
of God, and the common good of the realm, that learn- 
ing should daily increase, wills and permits by the said 
charter, That it shall be lawful for the foresaid 
Provost and Town-Council, and their successors, 
to build and repair' houses for the reception, 
habitation, and entertainment of professors of 
grammar, humanity, and languages, philosophy, 

THEOLOGY, MEDICINE, AND LAW, AND ALL OTHER LIBE 

hal sciences- -which is declared to be no violation 
of the above-mentioned foundation : and further, That 
the said Provost, Bailies, and Town Council, and 
their successors, shall in all time coming, with 
advice, however, of the ministers of the city, 
have full freedom to elect the best-qualified 
persons they most conveniently can, for the dis- 
CHARGE OF THE SAID OFFICES, WITH POWER TO 1NSTAL 
AND REMOVE THEM AS IT SHALL BE FOUND EXPEDIENT: 

and prohibiting all other persons from teaching the 
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said sciences within the said town, unless by permis- 
sion of the said Provost, Bailies, and Council. 
•n.e ch*rt«r This charter, which is dated at the Castle of Stirling 

ratifWil In 

parliament. ^ ne ^ n 0 j April 1582, was afterwards in the year 
1621, ratified by Act of Parliament, and the College, 
which had been built by the Provost, Magistrates, and 
Council, in consequence thereof, endowed anew with 
all liberties, rights, immunities, and privileges apper- 
taining to a free college ; and that in as ample form 
and extensive manner as those enjoyed by any college 
within his Majesty's realm. 

By the original charter, the privilege of instituting 
a St ud I urn General? is clearly and obviously granted 
to the corporation of the city of Edinburgh, which k 
to all intents and purposes, the same with what is now 
called a University. That this was the original appel- 
lation given to universities, is evident from the style 
adopted by the Popes in their bulls authorizing such 
institutions. 

But, though the patrons of this foundation had thu> 
obtained full powers of erecting professorships of Ian 
guages, and of all the different branches of liberal 
science, commonly called the four Faculties of Arts 
Theology, Law, and Medicine, composing a Studiun* 
Generate or University, they, at the beginning, con- 
fined their views to the two first, Arts and Theology, 
comprehended in one college, to be called The Col 
lege of Edinburgh. 
pbn or in- The plan of instruction in view for this new serai 
nary seems to have been borrowed from that which 
was adopted in the other colleges of Scotland; divested, 



Digitized by Google 



f 



UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 9 

however, as much as possible, of those antiquated forms 
and monastic ceremonies practised in the times of 
Popery, and with which the other colleges seem to 
have been very much embarrassed at the era of the 
Reformation. 

The first object of the patrons was to institute such 
a course of instruction as should accomplish the youth 
in general literature, or prepare them for entering with 
advantage upon the study of Theology or of Law or 
Medicine. The election of a Professor of Theology was 
deemed necessary, as soon as the students intended 
for the holy ministry should be ready for profiting by 
his lectures, but it was late before the sciences of Law 
and Medicine were regularly taught in the University 
of Edinburgh ; and it long remained the custom for 
such of the youth as were designed for the practice of 
either of these, to acquire a knowledge of them in 
foreign universities, from whence many of them who 
studied physic, and some who studied law, returned to 
their native country decorated with the doctors degree. 1 
Four Regents or Professors of Philosophy, with a 
Principal, who was also Professor of Theology, were 
therefore all the instructors employed in the College 
of Edinburgh for some time after its origin. A Pro- 
fessor of Humanity or Philosophy, whose chief business 
was to teach Latin to the younger part of the stu- 
dents, upon their first entry to the College, was after 
wards added ; and in process of time a Professor of 

i In King's College, Aberdeen, among were professors of the Civil and Canon 

the original members fouuded by Bishop Law, and also a professor of Medicine. 

Elpbinston, soon after the institution See Statistical Account, p. o'3. 
< 1 the Cnivereity in the year 14t»4, there 
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Mathematics, a Professor of Hebrew, and others, wen? 
gradually introduced. 
ti»c ,iuty of The duty of the four Regents or Professors of Philo- 

the Rwnte 

; J K;[^* orH sophy was to instruct their pupils in the knowledge of 
i ° l * jr ' the Greek language, and in the different branches of 
philosophy, as logic, metaphysics, ethics, physics, in- 
cluding the elements of mathematics and astronomy ; 
a previous acquaintance with the Latin tongue, in 
which these instructions were to be conveyed, being 
deemed absolutely necessary. All the different park 
of that course, which was to last for four years, with 
an annual vacation of six weeks or two months, wen 
taught by each of the four Professors to that class of 
students who entered under his tuition at their first 
coining to College ; so that, when one Professor was in 
the first year of the course, another was in the second 
another in the third, and another in the fourth, always 
The four^ in rotation. Those students who were in the first year 
of the course, and employed for the first month in 
learning Latin, and afterwards Greek, were called 
" Classis Bejanoruni," or " The Bejan Class ;" those in 
the second year, during which logic and metaphysics 
were chiefly taught, were called " Classis Semi Bejan- 
orum," or the " Semi Class ;" those in the third year, 
when ethics and mathematics were the chief subjects 
of instruction, were called M Classis Baccalaureorum, 
or "The Bachelor Class;" and those in the fourth year, 
which was chiefly spent upon physics and astronomy, 
were styled "Classis Alagistrandorurn," or M The Magis- 
trand Class." The Professor who had the charge of 
the Magistrand Class concluded the quadricnnial course 



(ini*k ami 
Phil<Mo|>hy. 
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by having the degree of M.A. conferred upon all his 
students, after they had held a solemn public disputa- 
tion upon those branches of science, in which he had 
instructed them. This act was commonly called " The 
Laureation of the Class." The session of the Colleg e Tha Gndna 

tiun or Ijui 

commenced about the 10th, or, as it was then, the 1st reation 
of October, and continued till about the beginning of 
August After the students had received the degree 
of M.A., they were understood to be qualified for 
entering upon the study of Theology, Law, or Physic. 
In the month of March 1583, the Town-Council J*» 

March. 

gave orders to complete the enclosure of the College 
buildings ; and that the instruction of youth in their 
new institution might be no longer delayed, they in- 
vited from St. Andrews Mr. Robert Rollock, to l>e the 
first who should enter upon that charge. He was a 
man of great reputation for prudence, piety, and learn 
ing, and was well acquainted with the academical 
method of teaching then practised ; for he had for 
several years held the office of Professor of Humanity 
in St Salvator's College, and being afterwards pro- 
moted to a professorship of Philosophy, was at the 
time carrying forward a class of students in the fourth 
year of their course, with a view to laureate or graduate 
them in the beginning of the next August, Having 
accepted of the invitation of the Town-Council of 
Edinburgh, he prepared lor commencing his instruc 
tions in their new College in the following October. 
On the 11th of that month proclamation was made Oct u. 

Pnx'lriinn 

by the Town-Council, requiring all scholars and stu- [^{Xnt* 
dents who desired to be instructed in the College to*" 



Digitized by Google 



12 



HISTORY OF THE 



present themselves before one of the Magistrates, and 
enrol their names. 1 A great number appeared, at- 
tracted by the reputation of Rollock. With these it 
was his intention to enter upon the usual employment 
of the first year of the quadrennial course ; and ac- 
t*u,\»> r . eordingly he began to teach in the lower hall of 



iffiui*!. Hamilton House, now converted into rooms for the 
accommodation of the College. But finding that^ of 
the great number who had enrolled under his tuition, 
many were too deficient in the knowledge of Latin for 
entering with advantage upon the philosophical course, 
and no Professor of Humanity being yet established in 
this new seminary, whose business it woidd have been 
to remedy this defect, he recommended to the patrons 
Mr iMm.nn Mr. Duucan Nairne, a young man of good abilities and 
SSJftSSf learning, to be one of the four intended Regents or 
Mpbj. Professors of Philosophy ; but proposed that this 
second Professor should, in the meantime, take under 
his charge, for the first year, those who were deficient 
in Latin, so as to prepare them for a new Bejan class 
the ensuing session, when those under his own imme- 
diate care would be in the second year of their course, 
Nou-m. 8 and compose the Semi class. Nairne was accordingly 
chosen, and this plan adopted, so that during the first 
session, or first term of the College of Edinburgh, which 
lasted from October 1583 till the end of August 1584, 
there were only two classes of students : a Bejan class 
under Mr. Robert Rollock, followed by a Latin class 
under Mr. Duncan Nairne. 

It seems to have been the intention of the patrons 

1 Town-Council Record*, vol. in Latin. 
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that all the students should be accommodated with student*, t.. 

IihIk«* within 

lodgings, and remain in them nightly, within the Col tnpr °»^- 
lege ; and accordingly mention is made in the Town- 
Council Records of certain regulations that were 
enacted for this purpose about this time. It was 
ordered, likewise, that all of them should wear gowns, and u> ™ r 
on pain of expulsion. The custom for at least a con 
siderable number of students to lodge within the Col 
lege appears to have been kept up for many years ; 
hut at length it went gradually into disuse, and has 
long ago been entirely abandoned, as quite inconsistent 
with the mode of instruction which has long prevailed. 
It is probable that the order for wearing gowns was 
never complied with. A proposal of this kind was 
revived in the year 1690, during the time of the Par- 
liamentary Visitation, but does not appear to have 
l>een insisted on, and certainly was not earned into 
' fleet ; nor is it to be regretted that such a badge was 
uever adopted It is not easy to see with what ad 
vantage it could be attended, at least in the present 
state of the University. That the Professors should 
have a distinction of this kind, when they appear 
officially, is of more evident utility, and therefore this 
custom with respect to them continues to prevail. 
For the more decent attendance on public worship, is 

A and to nt- 

the gallery in the east end of the High Church was ^hip in 
allotted for the Professors and students, until the Chun*. 
I>atrons should find reason for a different arrangement 
in this particular. 1 
About this time the state of political parties seemed 

' Town-Council Records, vol. vii. Dec. 13, lf»83. 
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rather unfavourable to the prosperity of the College. 
After the fall of the Karl of Morton, Regent of the 
kingdom, the Duke of Lennox and the Earl of A mm. 
formerly Captain James Stewart, with the French 
faction, had obtained an ascendant over the King. A 
conspiracy of the nobles had been formed for depriving 
them of their power ; and the King, having teen de- 
coyed into the Earl of Gowrie's castle of Ruthven, was 
seized by the conspirators, an enterprise which is known 
in history by the appellation of " The Raid of Ruth 
ven and though at first Arran had been committed 
to prison, Lennox obliged to leave the kingdom, and 
James himself under the necessity of publishing a pro- 
clamation vindicating the measures of the conspirators, 
whose conduct was also approved by an assembly of 
the Church, and a convention of the Estates, yet the 
King at length, by his own address and vigilance, had 
contrived to escape out of their hands. Upon which 
Arran, soon* after regaining his freedom and his in- 
fluence, had not only prevailed over his opponents 
among the nobility, but had also induced the King to 
take severe measures against the Church, which occa- 
sioned the confinement or banishment of several of th<- 
most eminent and zealous of the Presbyterian Minis 
ters. Among those who had been banished were Mr. 
James Lawson and Mr. Walter Balcanquhal, the former 
of whom, who had strenuously promoted the founda 
tion of the College, died at London much regretted. 

But all these unfavourable circumstances, and the 
distracted and convulsed state of the kingdom, diil 
not interfere with the Kings passion for learning, nor 
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prevent him from patronizing and endowing the infant 
College. By a charter under the Great Seal, dated the 
4th of April 1584, he granted for its use, and for 
maintaining the Rector and Regents thereof, the par- 
sonage and vicarage of Currie, with the tithes and 
church lands thereunto belonging, anciently called the 
Archdeaconry of Lothian. Thus protected by the 
King's favour, and encouraged by his bounty, the p<,n *™- 

O » O J J 1 ranee of the 

Town-Council persevered steadily in carrying on the JlTiH i*™-" 
College buildings; and that the business might be con- jjfjjj';;^ 
ducted with every possible advantage, they had named 
one of the late magistrates, 1 to be master of work, and 
treasurer or collector of the College revenue. A legacy, se P t. is. 
too, of books, consisting of about 300 volumes, which "i* 1 "™", 1 . 

7 9 O > of the Publie 

Mr. Clement Little had in the year 1580 bequeathed Librnry 
to the town, and which had been deposited in a gallery 
contiguous to Mr. Lawson's house, being removed to 
the College, and delivered to the charge of Mr. Rollock, 
furnished a commencement to what is now the public 
Library of the University. 1 

The two professors, Rollock and Nairne, having, in lr>R4 
the month of August, concluded the first session of the sSi'n. 
College, the latter, at the commencement of a new one 
in October, undertook the charge of a new Bejan class, 
consisting of such students as had recently entered to* 
the College, together with those whom he had prepared 
with that view during the preceding session, while the 
former went forward with his own students in the 
second year of the course, and now composing the 
Semi class. But unfortunately, towards the end of 

• Mr. Andrew Selater. 
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the year, the plague began t-» make its appearance, and 
it increased t«» su«h a degree of violence in the course 
of the following year, that in the month of May the-j 
students were all dispersed, and the two Professor* 



were under the necessity of concluding the session 
prematurely, and retiring from the city. 

The power and insolence of Arran, grown at last 
intolerable, were not of long duration. The banished 
noblemen, protected by Elizabeth. Queen of England, 
returned into their native countrv at the head of 
10.000 men. They took possession of the town of 
Stirling, and invested its castle, where the King was, 
who thought it prudent to come to an accommodation 
with them ; and they obtained from him a j>ardon in 
the most ample form. A Parliament was held at Lin 
lithgow on the 10th of Deceml^er, where the banished 
noblemen and gentlemen were restored to their an- 
cient honours and estates ; but Arran, who had been 
obliged to save himself by a precipitate flight, was 
degraded, stripped of his wealth, and declared an 
enemy to his country. 

The restoration, however, of the family of Hamilton 
proved of some detriment to the College. The large' 
fabric which composed the chief part of the College 
building, and which the Duke of Chatelherault had 
formerly obtained from the Provost and Prelnmdaries 
of the Kirk of Field, at an annual feu-rent of forty 
merks, but which, during the forfeiture of the Hamilton 
family, had W en granted to the town of Edinburgh, 
for the use of the College, was now claimed by Lord, 
afterwards the Marquis of Hamilton ; and after a dis- 
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agreeable litigation occasionally carried on, and which 
was not terminated till the year 1613, James, the 
second Marquis, with great difficulty, was prevailed 
on to accept of 3000 pounds Scots from the town as 
a compensation for all further claim. 

Instead of the Earl of Arran, who had been made d«. n. 

William 

Provost of the city, by means of a letter procured JJJJ&jgJ* 
from the King, William Little, a great promoter of clty 
the interest of the College, and brother of Mr. Clement 
formerly mentioned, was elected to that office in the 
end of the year. About the same time, a "Short 
and General Confession of the true Christian Religion, 
according to God's Word,* was subscribed in the Col- 
lege by Mr. John Craig and Mr. James Hamilton, the 
two professors, Eollock and Nairne, and soon after by 
Charles Lumisden ; and it was resolved and ordained 
that all those who afterwards received degrees from 
the College should subscribe this solemn engagement. 
The original of this deed, with a great number of sub- 
scriptions annexed, is still extant at the beginning of the 
Graduation-book, the most curious and valuable record 
in the possession of the University of Edinburgh. 1 

About the beginning of the year 1586, the fear of km. 
the plague having subsided, the two professors, with z*** lon 1,1 
the students, returned to the College in the month of 
February, and resumed their studies, which had been 
intermitted for about nine months. 2 Bollock's stu- 
dents, being now in the third year of their course, 

1 This Covenant and Confession is was carefully collated with a Ms. in 

published in Dunlop's Collection of the Graduation- Book of the University 

Confessions of Faith, printed at Edin- of Edinburgh. 

burgh by James Watson, 1722, vol. ii. » Town-Council Records, vol. vii. 

p. 103. This printed copy Wars that it January 14, 1585. 

B 
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were, therefore, denominated the Bachelor class : 
Nairne's, of consequence, was now the Semi ; but, 
as the College had not met in the preceding October, 
there was no new Bejan class this session ; and, 
p*», 9. though Rollock was elected Principal of the College 
lriD on tne 9tu °f * ue same month, he continued to teach 

his class till the conclusion of the course, 
,« Nairne did not long survive this event, but, dying 
*Jm!m£T about this time, much Lamented, Sir. Charles Lumisden, 
vSSmikr. wno kid been educated at St. Andrews under Rollock, 
was chosen to succeed him, and carried forward the 
Semi class till the end of August, when it was 
thought proper to grant a vacation to the College for 
one month. 

oct*,i*T. In the beginning of October, Lumisden resigned his 
Professorship, and accepted of a call to be minister 
of Duddingston ; and, as it was now thought proper 
that a new Bejan class should be assembled, it was 
resolved to elect two new Regents by a comparative 
trial Candidates being invited by means of public 
Mr A.iarn programs, six young men appeared and entered their 
h}*a\w namC8 - A public disputation was held for ten days, 
!mi! , l'n'.f,i he and the judges appointed by the patrons decided in 
*'p««y favour of Mr. Adam Colt and Mr. Alexander Scrimger, 
who were accordingly elected, and received as two 
of the Professors of Philosophy, 
iv. The classes being assembled after the vacation, 
Principal Bollock's students, now in the fourth year 
of their course, composed the Magistrand class ; Mr. 
Colt had the charge of the Bachelor, which had been 
begun by Nairne, and carried on by Lumisden ; but 
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there was no Semi class this session, no Bejan 
having existed the foregoing year. The new class 
utered under the tuition of Mr. Scrimger. 
The 8th of February this year was rendered re- 15*7 

J J Feb. K 

tnarkable for the tragical death of Mar}', mother to g£jj 
the King ; an event which leaves an indelible stain 
:m the memory of Queen Elizabeth her rival. Though 
lames be properly considered as the founder of the 
University of Edinburgh, Mary had the merit of 
paving the way for that establishment by her original 
Grant of the 13th of March 1566, by which she be- 
stowed upon the Provost, Magistrates, Council, and 
Community of Edinburgh the church-possessions and 
emoluments within the liberties of the city, of which 
a part was, by her son's deed of confirmation, after- 
wards appropriated to the use of the College. 

In the month of August, Mr. Robert Rollock, now Ann* 

First Class 

Principal of the College, conferred the degree of M.A. 
on the students of the first class educated under his 
own immediate charge. Upon which occasion all of 
them, l)eing forty-seven in number, subscribed the 
al)ove mentioned covenant. Among those who had 
particularly distinguished themselves were Charles 
Ferme, Philip Heslope, Henry Charteris, and Patrick 
Sands, all of them afterwards Professors, and the two 
last also Principals of the College. 

After the solemnity of the graduation, Rollock uoiK 1 

, rosi^is his 

resigned the office of Regent, or Professor of Philo- j^;^ 
sophy ; and the Town-Council, with the Ministers Sh-flm^ ° r 

Tlii» office 

and Kirk-Session of the city, by the advice and JgJffifJ 
approbation of the Presbytery, (Milled him to the KpS? 1 MU 
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0<-t/»l*r 
M«-»moii V 



Professorship of Divinity, which office continued to 
be united with that of the Principal of the College 
until the year 1620. 

In October, at a public comparative trial for a 
successor to Mr. Bollock, in the Professorship of 
Philosophy, the four scholars above-mentioned, with 
some others, appeared as candidates. The judges 
declared all the four, formerly named, well qualified. 
Mr rniiip but, as they approved most of Mr. Philip Heslope, 
il" 1 }'^ the patrons elected him to supply the vacated place. 
in,it.-M,,»'y accor( li, 1 g]y ) on the assembling of the College, 

undertook the charge of the new Bejan class, Mr. 
Scrimgcr's being the Semi (there being no Bachelor 
Mass for the reason formerly mentioned), and Mr. 
Colt's being the Magistrand. 1 
im In August 1588, this class, now under the tuiri< 
nJt^irinM of Mr. Colt, and which had been begun by Mr. 
Duncan Nairne, and continued by Mr. Charles Lum 
isden, received the master's degree, with the solemnity 
usual on such occasions, being thirty in number, and 
the second class which was graduated in the College 
of Edinburgh. 

(h-wifr^ On the meeting of the College in October, after 
the vacation, Mr. Colt undertook the charge of the 
new Bejan class, Mr. Heslope carried forward the 
Semi, Mr. Scrimger the Bachelor ; but, as there was 
no Magistrand class, there could be no graduation 
at the conclusion of this session. 



VI. 



1 This year some of the home* and Mr. James Ritchie, a writer, were rmr 
garden-ground -within the precincts of chased for the use of the College, 
the Kirk of Field, which belonged to 
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Meanwhile, in January 1589, Mr. Charles Fernie, 158 9. 
loo had been the second in order approved by the Mr.TS* 

* r J Ferme the 



Henry 
Chnrtcri* the 



Iges at the last comparative trial, was elected 
£ent, that he might be prepared for beginning the 
jan class the following October. 
But after the vacation, when the College assembled 
October, two of the other places had also become 
ncant. Mr. Alexander Scrimger had, in a private 
tanner, been removed from his office by the Principal, 
account of some misconduct in the case of a meet- 
g of his students ; and Mr. Philip Heslope had 
braced an opportunity of travelling into Germany. 
She patrons, therefore, elected in their stead Mr. Mr 
feenry Charteris and Mr. Patrick Sands, the two re- ':.Vn,' ',','!' 

1 J Mr. Patrick 

niaining candidates who had been approved by the X h *Pr£ 
judges in the late comparative trial. Philosophy. 

The Philosophy class being thus at length com- 
pleted, the Senatus Academieus, at the beginning of 
this session, consisted of the following members : — 

Mr. Robert Kollock, Principal and Professor of 
Divinity ; Mr. Charles Ferme, Mr. Adam Colt, Mr. 
Patrick Sands, Mr. Henry Charteris, Regents or Pro- 
fessors of Philosophy. 

In February 1590, a contract was entered into by im 
the Town-Council and the College of Justice, bv which A Contract 

° * by the Town 

the Lords of Session in the first place, the Town- T 1 

IT » College of 

Council of Edinburgh in the second, and the Faculty Inntittitiiiff a 
of Advocates and Writers to the Signet in the third, u 
agreed that each of the three parties should contribute 
the sum of 1000 pounds Scots, making up the sum 
of 3000 pounds, for which the Town-Council obliged 



October. 
ScsHiun VII 
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themselves to pay 300 pounds a year for maintaining a 
Mr. Adam Professor of Law. Mr. Adam Newton, Advocate, entered 
tXZlm accordingly upon this office, but gave public lectures 
""3of only on Humanity, or the Latin language and litera- 
ture, without any instructions on the science of law. 
These he continued during the usual sessions of the 
College, till the month of June 1594, when the Town- 
iieiarfi. Council thought proper to remove him, as he had 

moved by 

the Town assumed the office without receiving instalment from 
them as patrons of the University. In his place was 
substituted, by consent of all the three parties, Sir 

sir Adrian Adrian Damman of Bysterveldt, a native of Ghent, 

Itammnii 

ShoSi, 10 * 1, ana resident at the court of Scotland, as consul or 
agent for the Estates of the Low Countries. Thi^ 

Humanity. 

new professor, in the same way with Mr. Newton, 
gave public lectures only on Humanity. But he did 
not continue long in office, as shall be afterwards 
mentioned. 

Au . In the meantime, in August 1590, the third class, 
WjHBf* under the tuition of Mr. Henry Charteris, consisting 
but of thirteen students, received the degree of master 
of arts. 

(>rtoW In October the same year, Mr. Charteris of course 
ScHNiou v 11 '* assembled the new Bejan class, Mr. Ferme having 
now the charge of the Semi ; and, as Mr. Colt bad 
accepted of a call to be minister of Borthwick, 1 Mr. 
Philip Heslope, who had returned from Germany, 
was substituted in his place in the charge of the 
Bachelor class, Mr. Patrick Sands having that of the 

» Mr. Vl.im Colt was afterwards at an advanced age, in great estimation 
translated to lnvere&k, where he died for learning, juudenge, and piety. 
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Magistrand, on whom, at the conclusion of the course 1591. 
in August, he conferred the master's degree with the ^fi gffi^. 
usual solemnity. atwL 

At the opening of the College, after the vacation, October. 
Mr. Sands undertook the tuition of the new Bejan 
class ; and, at the conclusion of the session, the 
Magistrand class, under the charge of Mr. Heslope, JJ^JJJ" 1 
being twenty-eight in number, was graduated in the 
usual manner. 

This year the King appeared to be remarkably 
indulgent to the Presbyterian form of Church Govern- 
ment. Though his own principles were favourable 
to the Episcopal hierarchy, as his conduct with regard 
to the Church in the year 1584, and the whole course 
of it after his accession to the throne of England, 
evidently showed, yet, as the Presbyterian ministers 
had greatly contributed to the promotion of that peace 
and good order which had prevailed in the kingdom 
during his absence in the year 1589-90, when he 
visited the court of Copenhagen on the occasion of his 
marriage with the Princess Anne of Denmark, he be- 
came greatly reconciled not only to their persons, but 
to their form of ecclesiastical government. Being him- 
self present in an Assembly on the 4th of August 
1590, he applauded the Presbyterian doctrine and 
discipline, promised to adhere to both, and allowed the 
Assembly to frame such acts as tended gradually to 
subvert all remains of Episcopal jurisdiction ; and at 
last, in a Parliament held in June 1592, he consented 

■ linn Cnnreh 

to a law rescinding or explaining the acts which had Jgjggg}* 
l)een passed in 1584, unfavourable to the Presbyterian ,,yUw 
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government, and permitted the Parliament now to 
establish it in the most ample manner. 1 
October. In October, at the commencement of a new session 

Session X 

of the College, Mr. Heslope, in his turn, had the charge 
imw. of the new Bejan class; and, on the 12th of the 

August J 

following August, the Magistrand class, nineteen in 
number, under the tuition of Mr. Ferme, was gra 
duated as usual It is remarkable that John, second 
Earl of Gowrye, made a distinguished figure among 
the candidates on this occasion. He took a principal 
share in the disputation and defence of the Theses, 
and his name appears in the graduation-book 2 among 
the subscribers of the Confession and Covenant. This 
is the famous Earl of Gowrye, who afterwards gave 
name to that mysterious conspiracy which has so 
much puzzled the historians to explain. 
October. At the beginning of the new session in October, 

Session XI. 

Mr. Charles Ferme undertook the charge of the new 
Bejan class ; but in November, Mr. Heslope having 
Mr ooorge received a call to be minister of Inveresk, 3 Mr. George 

Rotx'rtaou, 

£2*3* Robertson, the son of a burgess of Edinburgh, who 
philosophy. k a( j taken the master's degree in 1588, was elected 
to succeed him ; and entered to the charge of the 
Semi class; Mr. Patrick Sands advanced with the 
iam. Bachelors ; and Mr. Henry Charteris brought the 

The neventh 

ruHagnuiu- Magistrand class, consisting of twenty students, to the 
usual degree on the 7th of the following August 4 



1 Robertson's Hist of Scotland, b. viii. eminently learned, particularly in 

* William Rynd, Lord Gowrye's pri- tlicmatical science. 

vate tutor, and Will. Bowy, are also 4 This and the following year,' pro- 
subscribers, visions being extremely dear, the Town 

* He died a few years after he was Council repeatedly gave the Regents a 
admitted minister of Inveresk. He was handsome allowance in addition to their 
the son of an Edinburgh burgess, and ordinary salaries. 
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Mr. Henry Charteris began the new session in 
October, with the charge of the Bejan class ; and at 
the conclusion of it, on the 12th of August 1595, 
Mr. Sands graduated the Magistrand class, consisting ^jgiV 
of t wenty -nine students. 

Mr. £>ands, in October, entered of course upon the October 

, r SewionXIll. 

charge of the new Bejan class ; and at the termina- 
tion of the session, Mr. George Robertson, who had 
succeeded Mr. Heslope, brought the Magistrand class, imw. 

The ninth 

consisting of twenty- four students, to the usual degree, fly** 1 * 
He was the first who caused the Theses, which were 
the subjects of the public disputation, to be printed. 

In October, the College, as usual, met after the October. 

Session XIV. 

vacation ; and Mr. George Robertson undertook the 
charge of the new Bejan class. But on the 13th of Dec. is. 

° J A tumult in 

December the tranquillity of the city was disturbed |J l e t i , ! l t 1 J;.* nd 
by a dreadful tumult, by which the King s life was qQence *' 
exposed to danger ; and which afterwards well nigh 
proved fatal to the city of Edinburgh, and to the 
existence of the Presbyterian Church Government in 
Scotland. The excessive lenity on the part of the 
King to the Popish Lords, and the suspicion, violence, 
and rash proceedings of the Presbyterian clergy, were 
the causes of this shocking outrage against all law 
and good government. Although the Magistrates of 
Edinburgh had exerted themselves in repressing the 
commotion, and had succeeded so far as to preserve 
the King's life, and to hinder the effusion of blood ; 
yet, because they had not prevented the commence- 
ment of this affair, of which it afterwards was proved 
that they had no previous suspicion, it was not till 
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after the interposition of Queen Elizabeth, and the 
most abject submission which they made to the King, 
that they were restored to the Royal favour. 1 The 
Ministers of Edinburgh found it necessary to consult 
their safety by flight ; and though James at length 
suffered his resentment against them to be in some 
measure mitigated, by the mediation chiefly of Mr. 
Rollock, Principal of the College, of whom he always 
entertained a most favourable opinion, yet he had 
resolved in his own mind to humble the power of the 
Church, and he succeeded. He soon obliged the 
Clergy to submit to his own jurisdiction, and in other 
respects abridged their privileges ; and before the end 
of the year 1598, he prevailed with a majority of the 
Assembly to declare it lawful for ministers to accept 
of a seat in Parliament, and to agree that the Church 
should be represented in that Supreme Court by fifty- 
one of their number ; a circumstance which, under 
the appearance of favouring the Church, was, with 
reason, thought by many to point at the restoring of 
Episcopacy. 

1M)7 . The College, however, notwithstanding the great 
The tenth disturbance which had prevailed in the city, was 

CIuhh gradu- r J 

atoU regularly conducted to the conclusion of the session ; 
and, on the 30th of July, the tenth class, under the 
tuition of Mr. Charles Ferme, thirty-four in num- 
ber, received the usual degree. Robert Ker, Lord 
Newbattle, afterwards Earl of Lothian, bore a share 
in the public disputation on this occasion, and also 

i See Dr. Robertson's History of Scotland, Book viii., and Maitland's History 
of Edinburgh, chap. iii. 
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subscribed the Confession and Covenant. He soon 
after set out on foreign travel, accompanied by Mr. 
Patrick Sands, which vacated one of the professor- 
ships. Upon which Mr. William Craig, a young man 
of talents and polite manners, who had taken his 
degree in 1593, and was recommended by Principal oetoi*r 
Rollock, was chosen ; and admitted in October to the 

venth Pro- 

charge of Mr. Sands's class, then entering on the ftX^hy. 
third year of their course ; and he was the eleventh 
Professor of Philosophy. 

The same month, at the opening of the new session, so»ion xv 
Mr. Charles Ferme entered upon the charge of the 
Bejan class ; Mr. George Robertson proceeded with 
the Semi ; and the Magistrand was now conducted by 
Mr. Henry Charteris. 

This year, Sir Adrian Damman, who, in consequence 
of a contract betwixt the Town-Council and the Col- 
lege of Justice formerly mentioned, had given public 
lectures annually on the Latin classics since the end 
of the year 1594, thought proper, on account of his 
other engagements, to resign this duty ; and a new 
contract was entered into, on the 28th of December, d^. 28 . 
by which it was stipulated that the interest of 2000 jwjbetwiij 

* * the Town ami 

pounds Scots of the sum of 3000 formerly allotted forJSlSST 01 

the support of a Professor of Law, should be employed 

for maintaining six bursars or exhibitioners; fifty 8i3t buiwies 

• -i it founded ; 

marks being then esteemed a competent annual supply 
for an ordinary scholar ; and the interest of the re- 
maining 1000 was reserved for a salary to a Professor nnd ft Profes- 
sorship at 

of Humanity or Philosophy : the other four Regents, 
at that time, having each no more than 100 pounds 
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Mode of Scots 1 yearly. It was agreed also that the election 
of a Professor of Humanity should be made by six 
delegates, of whom two should l>e from the Lords of 
Session, two from the Town-Council, one from the 
Faculty of Advocates, and one from the Society of 
Writers to the Signet ; and that they should take the 
advice of the Principal of the College. Previous to 

ami Krgula the conclusion of the contract, the following regu- 

tions for the . i i i i i mi i -r* e 

rrofeasor. lations had been adopted : — lhat the Regent of 



Humanity shall teach the Rhetoric of Cassander, and 
the Orations of Cicero ; and shall cause his scholars to 
make short declamations weekly ; that he shall also 
teach Horace, Juvenal, Plautus, the Greek Grammar, 
with certain Greek authors ; and as the scholars learn 
an oration of Cicero, he shall cause them to declaim it 
publicly in the school. 
Mr John Mr. John Ray, a native of the county of Angus, 
i r.,fV S Horof well advanced in life, and who had great experience 



in teaching, though he had only taken his degree at 
the last laureation, was, by the approbation of all the 
parties, elected ; and was properly the first Professor 
of Humanity in the College of Edinburgh. He gave 
instructions on the Latin language and literature, both 
in public and private. 

In January 1598, Mr. George Robertson having 
accepted a call to be one of the ministers of the town 
of Edinburgh, 2 a public comparative trial was held for 

i £8, 6s. 8*1. sterling. It should seem James I. About money see Chalmers's 

that ton per cent, at this time was not Life of Ruddiman, pp. 196, 197, 321. 
thought exorbitant interest. Mr. Hume * Mr. George Robertson did not long 

says that interest in England, during the survive his admission as a minister of 

reign of James, was never l>elow eight Edinburgh. He lived just long enough 

per cent.— Appendix to the Reign of to compose an account of the life of 
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the election of a Professor to supply his place ; and, 
after a disputation continued for some days, Mr. John Mr. John 

Ailsmson, 

Adamson, son of Mr. Henry Adamson, Provost of }^ h of Pro 
Perth, proved the successful candidate, and entered Phao *° I>hy 
upon the charge of the Semi class begun by Mr. 
Robertson. Mr. Adamson became a great ornament 
to the College, not only as one of the Regents, but 
afterwards as Principal. He had taken the master's 
degree in August 1597. 1 

On the 29 th of July, the Magistrand class, consist- Juiy2<>. 

J ° \ The eleventh 

ing of thirty-two students, under the tuition of Mr. JjJjJ 
Henry Charteris, being the eleventh since the institu- 
tion of the College, was graduated with the usual 
solemnity. 

At this time, Mr. Jamas Bannatyne, brother to Mr. The first 
Patrick Bannatyne, Justice-Clerk Depute, bequeathed EUuwi. 
100 merks to the College ; which was the first private 
donation bestowed upon this Seminary. 

At the opening of a new session in October, the 

\ . . Sejwiun XVI 

benatus Academicus consisted of the following mem- 
bers : — 

Mr. Robert Rollock, Principal and Professor of Divinity. 
Mr. Henry Charteris, Professors of , The Bejan class. 
Mr. Charles Ferme, I Philosophy The Semi class. 
Mr. John Adamson, [ having the j The Bachelor class. 
Mr. William Craig, / charge of (The Magistrand class. 
Mr John Ray, Professor of Humanity. 

But the society did not long remain in this state ; 

Principal Rollock,— Vite et Mortis D. to the Signet ; aud in May Robert Gil- 

Roterti Rolloci Scoti, Narratio. Edin- mour, a bursar and student in the Ma- 

burgi, 1599, 12mo. gistrand class, was made Janitor of the 

' On the 21st of March, William College, the third who had held that 

M airhead was elected one of the six office. He was afterwards minister at 

bursar* by the Advocates and Writers Calder-Clere. 
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for, on the 8th of February 1599, the College sustained 
an irreparable loss by the death of Principal Rollock 
in the forty-fourth year of his age. He was a man 
eminently qualified for the offices which he held, and 
had discharged them all with the greatest approbation. 
He was equally dear to the patrons, to his colleagues, 
and to the whole body of the students. 

This excellent and useful man, for so he may be 
truly called, was born in the county of Stirling, in 
the year 1555, of an honourable family, being the 
second son of David Rollock of Powhouse, and of 
Marion Livingstone, daughter of Henry Living- 
stone of Westquarter. 1 His family was a branch 
of that of the ancient Barons of Duncrub, afterwards 
ennobled by the title of Lord Rollo. 2 He studied 
Latin at the grammar-school of Stirling, under Thomas 
Buchanan, a famous master, nephew to the celebrated 
George. Thence he w r as removed to St. Salvator's 
College in the University of St. Andrews, where he 
distinguished himself so much in passing through his 
philosophical course, that he soon after obtained first 
the Professorship of Humanity, and afterwards a 
regency of Philosophy in the same College. It was 
there, while he was carrying his first class of students 
towards the conclusion of their quadrennial course, 
that his reputation attracted the notice of the Magis- 
trates and Town-Council of Edinburgh. He accepted 
of their invitation to be the first Professor in their 
newly-instituted College ; and they could not have 

• Vita' et Mortis Rob. Rolloci Nar- » Crawford's History of the Univcr- 
ratio. Auctore Georgio Robertson. sity of Edinburgh. 
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made a more fortunate choice. He discharged the 
duty first of a Professor of Philosophy, and then of 
Principal and Professor of Divinity, with such in- 
dustry, ability, and success, that he had the satisfaction 
l>efore his death to see the society over which he 
presided one of the most flourishing in the kingdom. 

According to the custom which then prevailed, 
Rollock conveyed his instructions to the students 
generally in the Latin tongue, of which the works he 
has left show him to have been a great master. He is 
said to have been profoundly skilled in the dogmatic 
philosophy of Aristotle, entertaining at the same time 
a disgust at the absurd wranglings which had long 
prevailed in the schools, and showing a high esteem 
for the dialectics of Eamus, of which no man knew 
how to make a better use. 

As Principal of the College, it was his custom 
frequently to visit the Philosophy classes privately, 
in order to try the progress of the students, and to 
exhort them to the practice of piety and virtue. On 
Wednesday, in the afternoon, he gave public lectures 
on Divinity to the Philosophical classes, as well as the 
students in that faculty, from the former of whom he 
exacted an account in public of the knowledge they 
had acquired during the preceding week. After the 
lecture was ended, and the students of Theology 
dismissed, he proceeded to the exercise of discipline 
with the Philosophy classes ; and, when any case of 
extraordinary negligence or transgression required to 
be corrected, he generally attained his purpose by 
means of earnest expostulation and admonition in 
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preference to coerciou, in the exercise of which he 
was very sparing, although in those days corporal 
punishment had not been laid aside in the Univer- 
sities. But, whether he administered chastisement 
or rebuke, he always acted in so judicious a manner 
as to conciliate the respect and attachment of the 
students, and to allure their minds to the aclmiration 
and love of religion and virtue. With respect to the 
students of Divinity, he was so successful in his 
method of training them up for the proper exercise 
of the pastoral charge, that, for the space of twelve 
years, he had the most flourishing seminary of the 
kind known in that age. 

Besides his double academical duty, as Principal 
and Professor of Divinity, he likewise, at the request 
of the Magistrates and Town-Council, preached weekly 
on Sunday mornings in the east church of St. Giles ; 
and, during the two last years of his life, he discharged 
the whole duty of one of the eight ministers of the 
city, and was much admired by Ins hearers as an 
eloquent and powerful preacher. 

But such a variety of severe duty was calculated 
to impair a constitution much more vigorous than 
that which Bollock possessed. In the year 1596, he 
already felt the excruciating effects of a confirmed 
stone ; and the unfortunate tumult excited in the 
city about that time gave him additional anxiety and 
pain. He, indeed, had the satisfaction to perceive 
his interest, and the respect shown to his character so 
powerful as to give him a principal share in recon 
ciling the King to the Magistrates of Edinburgh, and 
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in procuring the return of the ministers to their 
charge in the city, but his health continued gradually 
to decline. 

The ensuing year, however, he still retained a 
sufficient degree of vigour to enable him to act as 
-Moderator of the General Assembly, which was held 
at Dundee, and where the King himself was present. 
Bollock's principles were decidedly loyal, and he was 
personally attached to the King ; and, though a strict 
Presbyterian, he maintained the necessity and utility 
of a firm alliance betwixt the Church and State. He 
condemned the violence of the clergy discovered in 
the late tumult, and recommended to them a peaceful 
deportment, and the cultivation of harmony and a 
good understanding w r ith the King, whose professions 
in favour of the Presbyterian doctrine and discipline 
he believed to be sincere, and never suspected him of 
any design to restore the Episcopal Hierarchy. In 
that Assembly, therefore, he promoted those measures 
which were agreeable to the King ; and, being one of 
the number of the subsequent Commission, he, at the 
King's desire, supported the petition presented to 
Parliament by that body, praying that the Church 
might be represented in the Supreme Civil Court by 
a certain number of ecclesiastics to be chosen by the 
General Assembly. But this worthy man did not 
live to see the end of these concessions, which after- 
wards turned out so different from his expectations. 
Hence he was considered by some of his own party 
88 too credulous, and better fitted for the duties of a 
College than the management of public affairs. 

c 
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Meanwhile, on the approach of winter, his health 
was so much impaired, that he found it necessary to 
confine himself to his chamber, and soon after to his 
bed. He saw his dissolution gradually approaching, 
but did not decline the visits and the conversation 
of his friends. Two of these, Patrick Galloway and 
David Lindsay, he requested to go to the King, to 
whom he professed inviolable attachment, and, in his 
name, to exhort his Majesty to continue to the end 
of life in the paths of religion, which he had hitherto 
firmly trod, and not suffer himself to be diverted from 
that honourable course by the secret machinations of 
designing men, or the hope of aggrandizing his royal 
power, and always to think and speak with decent 
esteem of the M inisters of the Church. 

With the Ministers of the city, who came to visit 
him in a body, he held an affectionate and pious 
discourse ; calling God to witness with what ardent 
affection he had ever regarded the University, and 
with what fidelity he had performed his academical 
duty, not doubting that his brethren would readily 
bear testimony to the great advantage derived both 
to the Church and State from that useful institution. 
And now that the end of his mortal state was at 
hand, he conjured them, when he should be no more, 
to support, to protect, to cherish it to the utmost of 
their power. In the exercise of the pastoral office, 
he could not, he said, affirm that he had in reality 
done any essential service, he only ventured to assert 
that it had been his earnest endeavour to do so. Ho 
put them in mind of his conduct in the late General 
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Assembly at Dundee, and declared that he reflected 
with satisfaction on the part he had taken in healing 
the wounds given to the peace of the Church by the 
late unhappy tumult. He expressed his approbation 
of a recent measure adopted, by which their number 
was doubled, 1 and his satisfaction in having recom- 
mended two of them on this occasion, who had been 
bred under his own tuition. He wished that tin 4 
Church should ever maintain a firm alliance with the 
State, and confessed that he had exerted his influence 
in promoting that union, but without sacrificing the 
interest of the Church to his love of peace or his 
attachment to the King, with respect to whom he 
strongly recommended lenient rather than violent 
behaviour on the part of the clergy, as the surest 
method of obtaining their desire from a Prince, who, 
as he thought, had given strong evidence of a firm 
intention to support the cause of religion. He then 
took leave of them in the most pious and affectionate 
terms. 

In the evening of the same day, when his physicians 
were endeavouring by medicines to palliate the vio- 
lence of his malady, " God," said he, " shall now be 
my only physician ;" and he persisted in an effusion 
of strains of the most fervent and pathetic devotion. 
Having taken each of the bystanders by the hand, 
he blessed* them, one by one, with such pious and 
dignified expressions, " that he seemed," says his 
biographer, 2 " to be one of the patriarchs ; " and he 

• See Dr. Robertson's History nf Sootlana, Book viii. 
« Georirii Robert*oni Narratio, etc., 1599. 
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accompanied his benediction with prudent exhorta- 
tions suited to the disposition of each. 

During that night he enjoyed some repose, contrary 
to expectation ; and, on the following day, the Ma- 
gistrates and several of the Town Council came to 
pay their respects to him. He spoke to them of his 
approaching dissolution, as a thing he had long wished 
for. He mentioned the anxious concern which he had 
always felt for the prosperity of the College, and said 
that he should not act consistently with this sentiment, 
if he did not freely declare his opinion with respect 
to a successor. " Why," continued he, " need you go 
in quest of some stranger to undertake the office, 
who may know nothing about the doctrine and dis 
cipline of this institution, when you have at hand a 
person of excellent talents, and well prepared for 
undertaking such a duty ? I mean Mr. Henry Char- 
teris, who possesses every sort of knowledge which 
he could derive from my own instructions, and who 
has already, for ten years, discharged the office of a 
Professor of Philosophy with the greatest applause. 
Commit the helm of your College to his hands, and 
you shall see that God will prosper his labours. You 
ought to be its protectors as well as patrons ; let a 
higher solicitude for its prosperity possess your minds." 

He recommended to their care his wife, and his 
only child, yet unborn, of whom, after being ten years 
married, she was then pregnant ; he acknowledged 
that his inattention to worldly affairs had been so 
great, that he had saved nothing of the salaries which 
he had enjoyed ; but he expressed a hope that the 




s 



Digitized by Google 



UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH 



37 



affection with which they had ever regarded himself 
would still, after his death, be extended to his widow 
and his orphan child. The Magistrates assured him 
that everything should be done according to his wish. 

JO o 

He next exhorted the Professors of Philosophy to per- 
severe in the proper discharge of their duty, and to 
tehave with due submission to his successor. Then 
he relapsed into the most fervent strains of devotion, 
lnseeching his blessed Saviour to hasten the time of 
his dissolution. 

At midnight he got some rest, which the force of 
his disease soon interrupted. He sent for his venerable 
colleague, Mr. Walter Balcanquhal, whom he addressed 
in most affectionate terms, and requested the assistance 
of his prayers ; but expressed a wish that he would 
put up no request for the prolonging of his life. 
After this religious service was concluded, he enlarged 
upon the great advantages derived from the preaching 
of the Gospel. Again he had recourse to prayer and 
t J pious ejaculation, demeaning himself, and reposing 
his assurance of salvation in the merits of Christ. It 
was now Sunday, and he was asked whether he chose 
the conversation of any minister; but he declined 
disturbing them in the exercise of their public func- 
tion, and begged that he might himself be permitted 
to converse familiarly with his God. 1 

In the evening the Lord Provost of the city 2 
went in to him, whom he thus addressed : — " I have 
earnestly recommended the University to the favour 

1 The words of his biographer arc :— a Sir Alexander Seton, Lord Fyvic ; 
"Sinite,'' iiujuit, " rue psittaci ins tar, also President of the Court of Session, 
f «ni Domino meo halbutire." afterwards Earl of Dunfermline. 
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of the Magistrates, over whom you, my Lord, preside : 
and I have now to request that you may take her 
under your particular protection. Your rank in the 
State, and the high dignity with which you are in- 
vested, enable you also to succour the Church ; do 
not, my Lord, withhold from her your good offices, or 
forget that the source of your own salvation is from 
Christ, and that present things are of a transient 
nature, and will soon fade awav." 

During the ensuing night his disease became still 
more excruciating ; and when his attendants observed 
him resisting and sustaining the most vehement ago- 
nies, and were unable to abstain froni tears and 
lamentations, he soothed and consoled them in the 
tenderest manner, dissuading them from bewailing his 
fate, for that he would soon arrive at the consunima 
tion of all his wishes. After tins, he refused every 
sort of sustenance, and recommended the care of his 
funeral to his two highly esteemed friends, William 
Little, late Lord Provost, and William Scott of Ely. 
In the evening his discourse was observed to be less 
diffuse ; but what he uttered was still full of energy 
and ardent devotion, until he fell at length into a 
gentle sleep ; and after continuing in that state for 
some time, he resigned his breath without a struggle, 
and with the greatest composure. 

Such was the man who gave the first impulse to 
those instructions which have been regularly delivered 
in the University of Edinburgh for upwards of two 
centuries. While the historians of kingdoms and 
nations are ambitious of recording the minute circuni- 
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stances in the lives and characters of those princes, 
statesmen, and warriors who, sometimes by their vir- 
tues, but far oftener by their crimes, have attracted 
the admiration of mankind, Literary History must 
move in an humbler sphere, and often be contented 
with celebrating the les3 splendid labours of those use- 
ful men who have employed their talents in diffusing 
the principles of virtue and of patriotism among the 
youth, in setting before them the tine felicity of their 
nature, and teaching them how to counteract those 
fatal passions which are the source of so much misery 
to the human race. 

After Mr. Bollock's death, the greatest respect was 
shown to his memory. He was followed to the grave 
by an immense concourse of all ranks, who lamented 
Iiim with expressions of the deepest sorrow. Upwards 
of thirty copies of verses were composed in his praise 
by his literary friends ; and the Magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, mindful of his dying request, voted, on the 
loth of the following June, 100 marks of annuity to 
his widow for five years, and the sum of 1000 marks 
as a portion for his posthumous daughter ; and after- 
wards, on the 2 2d of February 1611, they bestowed 
apon her 100 marks yearly, to continue to the time 
of her marriage. 1 

On the 14th of February 1590, the Town-Council, 

Ft I). 14. 

in compliance with the recommendation of the late 

Mr. Rollock, elected Mr. Henry Charteris to be Prin- Mr. n«nry 

cipal and Professor of Divinity in his place. Mr. H^T^mi rl " 

ProfeuBoror 

» Her name was Jean, and she was Mr. Walter. Her mother, whose name Divinity, 
afterwards married to Mr. Robert Bal- was Helen Baron, was daughter to the 
ranqulml, minuter of Tranent, son of Laird of Kinnaird in Fife. 
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Cliarteris had held the office of one of the Regents 
for almost ten years, and was a most learned, modest, 
and respectable man. A vacancy of one of the pro- 
fessorships of Philosophy being thus occasioned, and a 
public comparative trial being announced, two candi- 
dates entered their names, Mr. Robert Scott and Mr. 
Andrew Young, the former of whom had taken his 
degree in 1597, and the latter in 1598, and who had 
been recently elected a Professor of Philosophy at 
Aberdeen. Though both of them were much approved 
of, the judges gave the preference to Mr. Scott, who 
was accordingly elected ; and he received from Mr. 
Charteris the charge of the Bejan class. Mr. Young, 
however, obtained a promise from the patrons, and 
was named by them to succeed upon the next vacancy 
that should happen. Mr. Charles Ferme having some 
time before accepted of a call to be Minister at Fraser- 
Mr. Jam™ burgh, Mr. James Knox, who, on a former trial, had 
Stdi^Ro. gi yen great satisfaction to the judges, and had by 
tKfoS?*' them been recommended to the Town-Council, who 

t4*cntu Pro- 

&V,ph>. na( * elected him accordingly, now entered to the 
charge of the Semi class in place of Mr. Ferme. 
jniy 28. On the 28th of July, Mr. William Craig advanced 
gjj b-nuiu the Magistrand class to the usual degree, in number 
thirty-five, being the twelfth since the institution 
of the College. This is the year in which the King 
published his book entitled BaaiXitcov A&pov y containing 
precepts concerning the art of government, addressed 
to Prince Henry his son. 
October. Iu OctolxT, on the meeting of the College after the 
xvm. vacation, the state of the Senatus Academicus was as 
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follows : — Mr. Henry Charteris, Principal and Profes- 
sor of Divinity ; Mr. William Craig, Mr. Robert Scott, 
Mr. James Knox, Mr. John Adamson, Professors of 
Philosophy ; Mr. John Ray, Professor of Humanity. 

At the conclusion of the session, the thirteenth class, i*k>. 
under the tuition of Mr. John Adamson, consisting of 
thirty-five students, received the degree in the usual gr>duat * d 
manner. The Theses printed on this occasion are 
dedicated by Mr. Adamson to Alexander Seton, Lord 
Fyvie, President of the Court of Session, and Lord 
Provost of the city. 

In Octol>er, at the opening of a new session, Mr. October. 
Adamson, in his turn, undertook the charge of the 
new Bejan class. 

On the 10th of December, the Town-Council, find- Dec. io 
ing that the accommodation formerly provided for the 
students to attend public worship in the East Church 
of St Giles's, called the High Church, was not large 
enough to contain them all, allotted the east gallery 
of the Trinity College Church for their reception, till 
a more commodious place should be found. 

On the 30th of July, Mr. James Knox brought the 
Magistrand class, consisting of twenty students, to the EJthS.* 
usual degree. Upon that occasion the Theses con- graduaU * L 
tinued to be printed. 

The Principals annual salary having hitherto been The Mud 

A J ° ]>al'« salary 

no more than 400 marks, the patrons, on the 16th MgmeaU!A 
of September this year augmented it to 600. 

In October, at the opening of a new session, Mr. 
James Knox entered upon the charge of the new 
Bejan class; and, in December, Mr. William Craig 
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October 



resigned Ids office, and went into France, where he 
was elected Professor of Divinity in the College of 

Mr. Andrew 

Saumur. 1 This opened a place for Mr. Andrew Young, 

h-eilth'pr,.. w ho was accordingly brought from Aberdeen and set 
phiiowphy. over t j le c j ags vacate j ] y y j^jj. Cjaig, 

i** On the 2 2d of February, much sooner than the 

February 'li. - T 7 

cuL^SSS 1 usual period (probably from some apprehension of the 
plague, which soon after broke out), Mr. Robert Scott 
advanced the Magistrand class, consisting of thirty- 
two students, to the Master's degree with the usual 
solemnity. 

The College being again met in October, after the 
vacation, Mr. Scott undertook the charge of the new 
Bejan class ; but continued in the office only till the 
\mx beginning of the ensuing January, having then ac- 
cepted of a call to be one of the ministers of Glasgow. 
Upon which, a comparative trial for a successor being 
announced by programs, four competitors appeared, of 
whom Mr. James Re id was preferred by the judges ; 
and being elected accordingly, he proceeded with the 
Bejan class. 

Man i, '_m The city of Edinburgh, its College, and the whole 

The KiiiK'n J ° & 

kingdom, were now to be deprived of the presence of 
their monarch. He was, in consequence of the death 
of Queen Elizabeth, which happened on the 24th of 
March, soon to take possession of the English throne. 
Previous to this event, he had granted to the Magis- 
trates of Edinburgh a most ample Charter, dated at 
Holyroodliouse the 15th of that month, confirming all 

1 Alter holding this ofliee but for a nnd died in his own house in Black- 
few years, Craig returned to Scotland, friar* Wynd, Ediuhnrgh. 
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his former donations to them. This is called the City 
<>f Edinburgh's Golden Charter. It contains, amidst 
a great variety of other matter, a particular enumera- 
tion and confirmation of all the former grants respect- 
ing the College of Edinburgh. On the 5th of April, 
the King began his journey from his native kingdom, 
and entered London on the 7th of May, amidst the 
acclamations of the people. But the vast accession 
of power and importance which James acquired by 
this event, and the dazzling objects of ambition which 
it held out to him, did not alienate his affection 
from the people of his native kingdom. Even the 
College of Edinburgh, 1 nimble as it was, and poorly 
endowed, was not, amidst a variety of concerns of 
superior moment, entirely effaced from his memory. 
In his absence he showed himself not unmindful of 
it ; and, when he revisited his native kingdom, after 
an interval of fourteen years, it was destined to re- 
ceive additional marks of his favour. 

Meanwhile, on the 29 th of July, Mr. Andrew Young's jujr ». 
pupils in the Magistrand class, now the sixteenth JS^ES" 
from the institution of the College, and twenty-three 
in number, received, as usual, the Master's degree. 

Having brought the annals of the College of Edin- 
burgh to the termination of the twenty-first session, 
in the year 1603, when the accession of James the 
♦Sixth to the crown of England forms a new era in the 
Jitical history of Scotland, and may be supposed to 
have had some influence also on the state of its learn- 
ing, it may be proper to introduce here some account 
of that sort of literature and science winch was taught 
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in this new institution, and of the method observed 
by the Professors in conveying their instructions to 
the students. 

In a liberal education, the object next after the 
acquisition of reading and writing was then, and still 
is, a knowledge of the Latin tongue. Without this 
it is impossible to obtain an intimate acquaintance 
with the Roman authors, whose works, together with 
those of the ancient Greeks, have, ever since the re- 
vival of learning in the West in the fifteenth or six- 
teenth centuries, been justly considered as the only 
genuine standard* of fine writing. 

But scholars in those days had additional and in 
dispensable motives for becoming proficients in Latin. 
It had long been the universal medium of communi- 
cation among the learned ; it was the language in 
which the Professors in the Universities delivered their 
instructions, and in which the students not only per- 
formed most of their Academical exercises, but in 
which they were obliged, under a strict penalty, always 
to converse within the precincts of the College. 

The knowledge of Latin had never been utterlv 
extinguished, even in those dark ages w T hich succeeded 
the subversion of the Roman Empire. The service of 
the Romish Church, by being performed in that lan- 
guage, obliged the priests to learn it. Many of these, 
indeed, contented themselves with a very limited ac- 
quaintance with it, and scarcely understood the Bre- 
viary which they were obliged daily to read. Then- 
are, however, some instances of persons distinguished 
for profound erudition so far back as the eighth and 
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ninth centuries ; but such of their productions as have 
))een preserved are so inelegant and so entirely de- 
stitute of classical purity, that they now attract no 
attention, unless from those who find it necessary to 
search into them, on account of the historical facts 
which they contain. In those gloomy periods books 
were extremely scarce, and libraries existed only in 
monasteries and cathedrals. In these recesses were 
preserved most of the mss. of the Roman classics, 
which were brought to light upon the revival of 
learning ; and it appears that the most learned of 
the priests and monks were not unacquainted with 
them, but they made little use of them for the refine- 
ment of their taste, or as their masters in the art of 
composition. As no literary knowledge could be 
acquired, but by the ecclesiastics who frequented those 
sacred retreats, and as, previous to the origin of 
Universities and Colleges, no schools were to be found 
anywhere else, the great body of the laity was plunged 
into the most profound and infamous ignorance. Even 
princes and persons of the highest rank who were 
employed in the administration of civil affairs, could 
neither read nor write. The field of battle was the 
only scene where they could acquire distinction. 1 

It may also be proper to introduce here some ac- 
count of the method of examining the different classes 
at the opening of each session, and the trial of the 
Magistrand class at the conclusion, previous to their 

1 [This ami the three preceding para- other branches of learning tanght in 

graphs occur as a detached fragment of the Philosophical classes ; but this in- 

Professor Dalzel's ms. He probably tention he does not seem to have exe- 

intended to have added some notice of cuted.— Edit.] 
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receiving the degree, from which it will appear how 
laborious the Professors were in the discharge of their 
duty, and what diligence was required from the students 
in performing their exercises. 
Method of The month of October, during the course of which 

Examination 11 • • 1 • t 

at the be- the students were entering or returning to their studies, 

ginning of 00 

the 8***ion. wag em pl 0 y ec \ i n the reading of Latin and Greek, and 
other preparation for the business of the ensuing ses- 
sion ; and about 1 the beginning of November, when 
the classes were fully met, the Principal, or, in his 
absence, the Senior Regent, in a meeting in the public 
hall, a little before nine in the morning, prescribed 
to the Bejan class a piece of Scots, which was (Milled 

The pubii<- the Public Theme. This Wing copied by each, and 

Theme fc. »** - 

\T\ln l intX) ™ en reac * aloud, the students were separated, and, 
under the observation of the Regents who attended 
them by turns, all except their own particular Pro 
feasor, they translated it into Latin, and, having copied 
their respective versions in a fair hand, and subscribed 
them each with his own name, and the name of the 
Master who had instructed him in Latin, they de- 
livered them to the attending Regent before twelve 
o'clock. At four o'clock in the afternoon, they met 
again in the public hall in presence* of the Principal 
and the Regents, when each of them, upon being 
called bv name, read his Latin version aloud under 
the particular inspection of one of the Regents, and 
then returned the paper to be perused by the Prin- 
cipal and Regents ; and, if any one of them was 
found so deficient in the knowledge of Latin, that 

1 This account is taken from Crawfonl'* History of the Tniversity of Edinhurfrh. 
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there was no hope of his profiting by the instructions 
to lie delivered in the class, he was advised to return 
to the study of that language. 
The next day a Latin Theme was prescribed to the a utin 

" A Theme to 



Semi class to l>e translated into Greek, and afterwards 1 



Semi CUwh 
examined 



In- 
to 

On-ek. 

read and examined in the same manner. 

The third day a passage of some Latin and Greek Anaiy^r 
author was prescribed to the Bachelor class to be 
analysed logically, and an account was taken of this 
task also in the same manner. 

Previous to this, the Semi class, at the opening of i 
the session, spent several days in repetition of what 
they had formerly learned, and then they were exa- 
mined publicly by the Magistrand and Bachelor Re- 
gents and the Professor of Humanity. The eldest 
Philosophy Regent examined them on Ramus's Dia- 
lectic and the Compend of Ars Syllogistica, the second 
on the Greek poets, the Humanity Regent on the 
( i reek prose authors ; and an account was taken not 
only of what had teen taught publicly, but of what 
each student had acquired by his own private industry. 

After the finishing of this trial, the Bachelors were 
examined by the Magistrand, Semi, and Bejan Re- 
gents, the first putting questions on Poq>hyry and 
the Categories, the second irepi 'Epfirjpeuis and the 
Priors, and the third on the Topics, Sophistics, Ramus, 
etc 

Lastly, the Magistrand class underwent a double 
examination by the Bachelor, Semi, and Bejan Regents. 
In the first place, the eldest Regent demanded an 
account of what was called the common part of Logic, 
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the next of the Demonstration, and the last of the 
Topics, Sophistics, and Ramus ; and, in the second 
place, the eldest put questions on the Acroamatical 
l*ooks de Principiis, the second on the rest of the 
Acroasis, and the third on the Ethics. 

A few days after the conclusion of this first exami- 
nation of the Magistrand class, a second trial was 
held of all the classes, on account of such students as 
had been absent ; and whoever failed to appear at 
both examinations was called to a strict account in 
a third trial either in the public hall, or in the private 
schools. 

Before the middle of July, near the close of the 
session, as preparatory to receiving the degree, the 
Magistrands gave up their names for trial in the 
public hall, by the Bachelor, Semi, Bejan, and Hu 
inanity Regents. This trial also consisted of two 
|>arts. In the first, the eldest Philosophy Regent 
demanded an account of the general part of Logic ; the 
next, of the Demonstration ; the third, of the Topics, 
Sophistics, and Ramus ; and the Humanist of the 
Kthies. In the second, the eldest Regent interrogated 
on the Acroamatics ; the next, de Coelo and on As- 
tronomy ; the third, de Ortu and on the Meteors ; 
tuul the Humanist, de Anima. 

The evening before the public disputation on the 
Theses, they met in presence of the Principal and 
IViVssors, and subscribed the Confession of Faith ; 
aul this year likewise they subscribed for the first 
ituo a solemn engagement to persevere in affection 
o iho College where they had received their educa 
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non. 1 Then the Principal, upon finding that all of 
them had received a certificate of having performed 
all the necessary exercises, took the report of the five 
R^rents respe ting the behaviour and ability of every 
one in reticular, and, according to their merit, en- 
rolled their names, distinguishing them into certain 
rinks, some being styled Exortes, before all the circles : 
others l>eing of the first circle, with some annexed 
to it ; others of the second circle ; the rest being 
arranged in a line, whose names it was thought proper 
to suppress in the public recitation. This was called 
"The circling of the class/' 

The day usually appointed for the graduation was 
Monday, as the Court of Session was sitting at that- 
time of the year ; and, as on Monday the Court never 
met, this afforded an opportunity for the Lord Chan- 
cellor and other Privy Councillors, the Lords of 
Exchequer, the Lords of Session, Advocates, and 
(lerks to the Signet, to be present at this solemnity, 
with the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council, 
Patrons of the College, and other learned persons. 

The disputation upon the Theses used to commence 
in the morning, and terminate in the evening about 
six o'clock, when the candidates were called in by 
name, according to the ranks previously determined, 
and made their appearance in a conspicuous place 
before the Principal, who first gave them a short 
exhortation to a virtuous and honourable life, and 
then performed the ceremony of graduation, by touch- 
ing the head of every one of the candidates with a 

' Tlie.se subscription* are still extant in the Graduation- Bonk. 

D 
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bonnet, after which one of the number, in a short 
speech, concluded the solemnity. 

The College of Edinburgh, for many years after its 
institution, conferred no other degree than that of 
Master of Arts, although the privilege of erecting a 
Studium Generale, or University, being originally 
granted to the patrons by the King, and afterwards 
ratified in Parliament, certainly gave a title to the 
College to confer degrees also in all the other faculties, 
Theology, Law, and Medicine ; a right, however, 
which it did not begin to exercise till after the be- 
ginning of the eighteenth century, when the number 
of Professors had considerably increased. 

In the study of Philosophy, which, with Theology, 
was the principal employment of the youth in this 
Seminary during the four years' course, Aristotle was 
still regarded with peculiar respect. His doctrines, 
however, were in a great measure cleared from tliat 
gross and mysterious jargon which adhered to them 
in the ages which immediately preceded the revival 
of classical learning, the invention of printing, and 
the reformation of religion, as may be seen from the 
Theses which are still extant, and which formed the 
subjects of the philosophic disputations of the students 
previous to their receiving the degree. From in- 
specting these, it will appear that the students, as 
well as the Professors, were able to have recourse to 
Aristotle in the original, and to reason upon his tenets 
in a much more clear and intelligible manner than 
had been the case in the Schools, where he was known 
only through the medium of a barbarous Latinity. 
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The great Lord Bacon indeed existed at this period, 
was even in the prime of life, and occupied in those 
studies, the fruits of which were destined to bring 
about a complete revolution in the Schools of Philo- 
sophy, and to add lustre to James's reign in England. 
But his genius was yet unknown in the Colleges of 
his native country, as well as in those of Scotland, 
which last, however, were fully as forward in cherish- 
ing and admiring it when known, as well as that 
of the divine Newton which soon succeeded it, as the 
Universities of any other country. 
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CHAPTER II. 

FROM THE ACCESSION OF JAMES VI. IN 1G03, TO HIS DEATH 

IN 162& 

On tlic meeting of the College in October 1603, 
'^^Imi'i' Mr. Andrew Young undertook the charge of the 
new Bejan class, Mr. James Reid proceeded with the 
Semi, Mr. James Knox with the Bachelor, and Mr. 
John Adamson with the Magistrand. But about the 
close of the year the plague broke out, and it in- 
creased to such a degree of violence, that before the 
, t *v4 end of May in the ensuing year, most of the students 
were dispersed, which obliged Mr. Adamson to anti- 
cipate the usual term for graduation, by admitting his 
class, in number twenty-six, to the degree on the 28th 
of that month, after publicly defending the Theses, 
without the usual form of previous examination ; after 
which he accepted of a call to be minister at North 
Berwick, and resigned his office in the College. He 
had, however, given such proofs of ability during the 
discharge of his duty as a Professor, that he was after- 
wards invited to return to the College, and to under 
take the superintendence of it as Principal. In his 
Mr iitvM place was sul^tituted Mr. David Monro, who had 
.'uht.i»th been one of the candidates at the late comparative 

ProfV^tr of * 

FMii~.|.i.y. tr j a ] , m( j j, a( j ar( | U i T tod himself with approbation. 



May -JR. 

Tin- wren- 
teenth Clai 
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No ii ew class entered in October this session on 

evasion 

account of the plague, and it was the beginning of xxm 
the succeeding year before the other classes returned 
to the College. The plague having then much abated, 
these assembled at length in their usual number, but 
Mr. David Monro had no duty to perforin till the en- 
suing session, as there was no Bejan class till then. 1 

Meanwhile, on the 27th of July 1605, the eigh- 
teenth class, educated by Mr. James Knox, and con- JJ^gf&w 
sisting of twenty-four students, were graduated in the KnMlu * ted 
usual manner. 5 

Mr. Knox, soon after, having received a call to be 
minister of Kelso, resigned his professorship ; and in 
October, at the opening of the next session, Mr. David October. 
Monro undertook the charge of a new Bejan class ; xx,v 
Air. Andrew Young proceeded with the Bachelor ; 
and Mr. James Reid with the Magi strand, — which, 
k»ing the nineteenth class, and twenty-eight in num- ^vm* 
ber, he brought forward to the usual degree, on the S^thciiM 
last day of June 1606. *™ ^ 

In the following vacation, a vacancy having hap- 
pened in the Rectorship of the High School, by the 
resignation of Mr. Alexander Home, Mr. John Ray, 
who had been Professor of Humanity upwards of 
eight years, preferred the former office, and being 
translated thither accordingly, he held it for nearly 

1 On the 3d of April, James Shaw, Candidati e Scholis Edinburgh Philoso- 

rtudent in the highest <-iau, was ad- phicis hoc Anno 1605, emittendi. Dis- 

luitted Porter of the College. putabuntur die Luna; 4. Kal. Aug. a 

1 The following is the title of the aeptima matutina in duodecimani, et 

The^e* published on thin occasion hora prima pomeridiana usque ad vcm. 

"Theses Philosophical, qua* auspice et peraru Edinhurgi in Ab\c sacra Hegii 

pwpitjo Deo. Pra-side Jac. Knoxio, Collegii." They arc dedicated to the 

i ropuguabunt Adolesccntes Magisterii Earl of Dunfermline, Chancellor, etc. 
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twenty-four years. He was esteemed an aecomplished 
Latin scholar, and composed some Latin verses upon 
different occasions, which are not inelegant 1 

Delegates from the College of Justice and the Town- 
Council having met to choose a successor to Mr. Ray, 
Mr hiemo Mr. Blase Colt, son of Mr. Oliver Colt, Advocate, a 

Colt, Met'oiid 

nSSSSb? y° un g man w ho had distinguished himself as an ex- 
cellent Greek as well as Latin scholar, and who had 
received the Masters degree in 1603, appeared as a 
candidate, and there being no competitor, he was 
unanimously elected, and was the second Professor of 
Humanity in the University of Edinburgh. 
ocu»wr. In October, Mr. James Reid began the session with 

xxv the new Bejan class, Mr. David Monro having the 
Semi ; and there being no Bachelor class this session, 
Mr. Andrew Young proceeded with the Magistrands 

1607. to the close of their course, and graduated them on 

July , . 

KS'heEi. *he 25th of July 1607, being twenty-eight in number. 
^I'i^r In October, at the opening of the new session, Mr. 

xxvi David Monro, for what reason is unknown, resigned 
his office ; and as his students had already passed 
tlirough two yea rs of their course, it was thought 
more proper that Mr. Young, on account of his expe- 
rience, should take the charge of them, and that the 
new Bejan class should be committed to the person 
who should happen to be elected instead of Mr. 
Monro. 

Candidates being invited by program to contend 
for the vacant office, three competitors appeared, — 

1 See them in Hunter and Low's edi Muaes' Welcome, 1617, Robertson'* Li(V 
tion of Buchanan's Psalms, Adamnon'a of Rollock, 1599, etc. 
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Mr. Matthew Crawford, Mr. James Fairly, and Mr. 
William King. The first had taken the degree in 
1606, and the other two at the hist graduate 
neither of whom were above nineteen years of age, 
but both of distinguished abilities. The judges, after 
the trial, were greatly at a loss which of the two last 
to prefer, and as each of them had an equal number 
of votes, it was agreed to commit the decision to the 
arbitration of Mr. John Nicolson, an accomplished 
scholar, just returned from foreign travel, and he de- 
clared for Mr. James Fairly. 

But the judges, at the same time, having also re- Mr. Jam« 

J ° ' ° Fairly, the 

commended Mr. King as well qualified to supply the ;JJi rt £ n wii- 
next vacancy, the patrons soon had an opportunity of jjj^*^ ' 
gratifying him, as well as the other candidate, for, on jS^J hy . 
account of the plague, no Bejan class had entered in 
October 1604, and there had been only three Pro- 
fessors of Philosophy since the time of Mr. Adamsons 
resignation in the month of May that year. It there- 
fore became necessary to complete the number of 
Philosophy professors, wheu a new class was to be 
assembled in October 1608. Accordingly, Mr. Wil 
liam King was elected before the close of the present 
session, that he might be ready to undertake the 
charge of the next Bejan class in October 1608. In 
the meantime, Mr. James Fairly took the charge of 
the present Bejan class, Mr. James Reid proceeding 
with the Serni, and Mr. Andrew Young with the 
Bachelor, instead of Mr. David Monro. There was i** 
no Magistrand class this session, and consequently g****'* 
no graduation. 
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Flourishing This year, the state of the College began to flourish 

state of the J . 

college. m an unusua i degree. The frequent resignation of 
professors had hitherto been attended with great dis- 
advantage. Men of learning had been discouraged 
from holding those laborious offices long, while the 
provision made for them was so scanty, as scarcely to 
furnish the means of a decent subsistence. But the 
plague had now disappeared, and the country not 
only felt the effects of profound peace, but abounded 
in every kind of plenty. Greater encouragement was 
now held out to men of letters, and the present 
Regents, Mr. Andrew Young, Mr. James Reid, Mr. 
James Fairly, and Mr. William King, who were men 
of talents and of great industry, were induced to 
remain in office much longer than any of their pre 
dccessors, and having acquired much experience, they 
felt great authority and respect attached to their 
situation. 

Sxcmie naI When the College was first instituted, it possessed 
veryscauty. j^j. a ver y trifling revenue, — only the Archdeaconry 
of Lothian, consisting of the vicarage and parsonage 
teinds of the kirk of Currie, together with the rents of 
the Provostry of the Collegiate Church, called the 
Kirk of Field, consisting, for the most part, of ground- 
annuals paid from different houses in the town ; also 
the vicarage and parsonage teinds of Kirkurd. 1 The 
first accession obtained was the sum of 3000 pounds 
Scots, contributed by the Town-Council and the Col 
lege of Justice, which went chiefly to the mainten- 
ance of a Professor of Humanity. Two small addi- 

1 In the Presbytery of Peebles. 
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tions were made by James Bannatyue and William 
Couper. 1 

But this year, Mr. Walter Balcanquhal, who had 
been a great promoter of the foundation of the College, 
and Mr. John Hall, who was studious of its prosperity, 
considering that the late pestilence, as well as other 
circumstances, had contributed much to the diminu- 
tion of the city's revenue, and prevented the augmen- 
tation of the College income from that source, and 
knowing that a sum amounting to 8100 pounds, be- 
longing to the Kirk-Session, was in the hands of the nnn»tio,, by 

the Kirk- 

treasurer unemployed, they obtained the consent of KSiih. 
the other Ministers of the city, and the Kirk Session, 
that this money should be employed for the augmen- 
tation of the salaries of the Professors. A contract 
was therefore framed, on the lGth of DecemW this 
year, by which this money was conveyed by the Kirk- 
Session to the Town-Council of Edinburgh, on condi 
tion that the latter should pay to the College, for 
augmentation of the salaries of the Masters, in all time 
coming, the sum of 1000 marks yearly, and grant to 
the Session that the Ministers, in name thereof, should, 

1 In the year 1589, James Master of pounds yearly out of the tenuis of Crnil 

Lindsay, having obtained a lease of the in Fife, which belonged to the Priory 

Nunnery of Haddington, for payment of Haddington, for maintaining two 

•if a small reut to a titular prioress, bursars in the College. This sum con- 

and thinking proper that this should tinued to be paid for eight or nine 

^e applied for the advancement of years, until the Lord Binning, then 

learning, at first assigned the complete Clerk Register, having married his 

profits of the crop 1588 to the Town of daughter iuto that family, obtained a 

Edinburgh, for the use of the College ; sentence of the Court of Session, by 

which were received accordingly. Af- which that donation made to the Col- 

terwards, al»out the beginning of the lege of Edinburgh, and another to the 

jear IfluO, the same worthy person, New College. St. Andrews, were reduced 

the Lord Lindsay of the Byres, by a aud annulled. -Crawford's History of 

"mtract with the Town-Council of the University of Edinburgh. 
Edinburgh, agTeed to bestow eighty 
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Mmi*t« re to for the future, have joint voice with the Town-Council 

lmve a voice m m # # 

p^rSS? m t?l^^ting the Principal, Masters, and Regents of the 



. College. The Town-Council, farther to show their 
willingness to promote the interest of the College, 
resolved, on their part, after holding a conference 
Donation by with the Ministers* to bestow the annual profits arising 

the Town- 0 

th^mbite fr° m tne public mortcloths or palls, for the purpose 
Murtcioths. ^ augmenting the salaries of the Professors ; 

which resolution was ratified on the 2 2d of February 
1609. 

oeSSf k tne ^g" 111 ^^ °f October, the College having 
Km assembled, Mr. William King undertook the charge 
of the new Bejan class, Mr. James Fairly proceeded 
with the Semi, Mr. James fieid with the Bachelor, 
and Mr. Andrew Young with the Magistrand. 
I**. In consequence of the new donations winch have 

February 10. A 

been mentioned, the salary of Mr. Henry Charteris, 
Principal, was by an act of Council augmented from 
400 to 500 pounds ; and whereas the Regents had 
formerly only 200 pounds annually a piece, each of 
the two eldest, Mr. Young and Mr. Reid, now received 
an addition of 100 marks, which made the salary of 
each to be 250 marks. 

On the 27th of July, Mr. Young's students, being 
the twenty-first class, and thirty-three in number, were 
advanced to the Masters degree ; and after the vaca- 
tion he entered upon the charge of the new Bejan 
octot g . class in the beginning of October, the other Regents 
xxvm. proceeding with the other classes in regular order, 
icio. On the 2 2d of Juno 1610, the Council accepted of 
an otter made by the widow of one Alexander Lindsay, 



July '11. 
The twenty 
first ClaMM 
graduated. 



June JJ 
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in consequence of which they agreed to receive from 
her 3000 marks, and to pay her twelve per cent, per 
annum during her life, and on her death to employ 
2000 marks of that sum for maintaining two bursars. 

On the 28th of July, the twenty-second class, under juiysn. 

, <•-»#■ _ _ . _ , , The twenty 

the charge of Mr. James Keid, consisting of twenty- ^u^'" 4 ' 4 
six students, received the Masters degree, with the 
usual solemnity, on which occasion, Robert Ker, eldest 
son of Lord Roxburgh, a very young man, went 
through every part of the trials and disputations 
with the other candidates. He died abroad a few 
years after. 

At the opening of a new session in October, Mr. October. 

_ 111 1 Kl-KMiull 

Keid, of course, undertook the charge of the Bejan XX1X 
class, but Mr. Andrew Young, who had been afflicted 
for some months with an alarming distemper, was 
obliged to devolve the care of the Semi class upon a 
young man whose name was Mr. Andrew Stevenson, 
and who had been one of his own graduates in 1G09. 
As there seemed to be no hope of Mr. Youngs re- 
covery, a comparative trial for a successor was publicly 
announced. On the appointed day three candidates I6 n 
appeared, — Mr. Andrew Stevenson, already mentioned, Htov?i?*.u H 



i -In 'si li nil 



the son of a burgess of Edinburgh; Mr. Robert Burnet, Kr"/^' 
son to the Laird of Barns in Tweeddale ; and Mr. James Ihl,oi01,,,> 
Ker, son to the Laird of Linton. They had all been 
lately graduated, and the youthfulness of their ap 
pearance occasioned a demur, and the affixing of 
fresh programs to invite more competitors, but 
without the desired effect. The trial therefore pro- 
ceeded, and Mr. Stevenson being most approved of by 
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the judges, the patrons elected him, but upon this 
condition, that if Mr. Young should recover his health, 
the newly elected Professor should retire, and suffer the 
other to resume his former station. 1 

Mr. Stevenson had scarcely taken possession of his 
office, when the Professorship of Humanity became 
vacant by the untimely death of Mr. Blase Colt, a 
young man greatly esteemed for his learning and the 
politeness of his manners. Upon this his elder bro- 
Mr. Oliver ther, Mr. Oliver, who had practised as an advocate for 

Cult, third , r 

KaSy° f several years, disliking that profession, offered himself 
as a candidate to succeed his brother, and was unani- 
mously chosen. But he did not continue long in that 
office. Having betaken himself for some time before 
to the study of Divinity, he received a call to be 
minister of Holyroodhouse, and resigned Ins professor- 
ship in the end of November this year. 2 
j.iiy27. On the 27th of the preceding July, Mr. James 
m&SS ^ an "^y nat ^ brought the twenty-third class, consisting 
of twenty-two students, then under his charge, to the 
Master's degree, in the usual manner ; and in the be- 
oototor g mum g °f the following October he undertook the 
xxx charge of the new Bejan class. Mr. Andrew Young, 
having recovered lus health, after a long and severe 
illness, was allowed to resume his charge ; and he 
proceeded with the Bachelor class. Mr. Stevenson 
consequently withdrew, and for some time betook 
himself entirely to private study. 

1 Mr. Robert Burnet will be men- of three years, he died of a hectic 

tioned afterwards (see p. t>l). Mr. fever in 1617. 

James Ker, a few yearn after, was MIe was soon after translated to the 

chosen a Regent in St Leonard's Col- church of Foulden, in the Merse, where 

lege, St. Andrews, where, after a period he died. 
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Soon after the commencement of the session, can 
(Mates for the vacant Professorship of Humanity 
king invited by means of public programs, Mr. 
Robert Burnet, formerly mentioned, and Mr. Gal 
!»raith, son to a burgess of Edinburgh, were the only 
two who gave in their names. After the trial, the 
judges being at a loss which of the two to prefer, it 
was agreed to decide the affair by lot. Mr. Burnet Mr. R-.bort 

*3 Burnet, 

proved successful, and Mr. Galbraith went over to {^.J^ 
France, where he obtained a Professorship in one of " m,,ity 
the Colleges of that kingdom. 1 
On the 25th of July, Mr. William Kings students, 1*12. 

Jy ° July 25. 

twenty-four in number, making the twenty-fourth EJ^S'JJ, 
class since the foundation, were graduated in the KrH,,u,l 
usual way. 2 After the vacation, at the commence- October. 

J Session 

ment of a new session he returned to the charge of xxxr 
a new Bejan class. 

In July 1613, Charles Shearers, of Dort in Holland, wis. 
conveyed to the Treasurer of the city of Edinburgh 500 Doottton. 
marks for the use of the College, reserving the interest 
of that sum to himself and his friends for some time. 

On the 31st of the same month the twenty-fifth j„i y si. 
class, now under the charge of Mr. Andrew Young, m \ cl « 8 ? 
consisting of thirty-one students, received the Master's 
degree. The printed Theses, a pretty large collection, 
are dedicated in elegant Latin to Sir John Maitland, 
Lord Thirlestane, the Chancellor, a man of great in- 
tegrity, ability, and learning. 

1 On the 19th of June, Mr. Alexander J The Theses on this occasion have 

Douglas being called to be minister at been preserved, and form a large col- 

Whittingham, William Watson, stu- lection contained in a quarto pamphlet, 

dent in the highest class, was chosen under the heads, " Theses Logics, 

Porter of the College. Physic*, Ethica?, Astronomic*." 
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Son ^ °P enm g °f a new session in October, Mr. 
xxxii. Young returned to the charge of the new class, and 
the other three Professors proceeded with the other 
classes in regular order. 
i«u. In May 1614, the College was visited by a Com- 
oyhecoi- mittee, consisting of sixteen members of the Town- 
Council, five Ministers of the city, and three Advo- 
cates, assessors of the Town. The chief obj ect of 
their meeting was to devise better accommodation for 
the public assemblies of all the five classes, and the 
students of Divinity. The graduations, for want of 
room in the College, had been for several years per- 
formed either in the Trinity College Church, or in 
that of the Greyfriars. 

On the 30th of July, the twenty-sixth class, under 
the charge of Mr. George Reid, consisting of twenty- 
eight students, obtained the Masters degree ; and 
October, after the vacation Mr. Reid l)e<jan another session 



July 30. 
The twenty 
aixtli Cla*n 
gnuluate<l. 



Session 
XXXIII 



with a new Bejan class, 
jjf ^ m tn e 2 2d of July 1015, the Magistrand class. 
JevenuT cSm being the twenty-seventh, and consisting of thirty 
gi»d students, under the charge of Mr. James Fairly, 

were graduated in the usual manner. John Stewart, 
afterwards Earl of Traquair, and Great Treasurer of 
Scotland, distinguished himself among the candidates 
on this occasion. 
oct4>»*r. It was now Mr. Fairly's turn to take the charge of 

Session 

New X A l tL tn e Bejan class on the opening of the session in Octo- 
HaiubdLib- j m ^, . an j on t | ie 2 7 rn 0 f December in the some year, 

the Town-Council resolved, in consequence of the 
report of the late visitors, that a common hall and 
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room for a Library should be built, and they allotted 
the sum of 3000 marks for that purpose. 1 The work 
was soon after begun and carried on with great in- 
dustry. The building still remains, and consists of 
an upper and under hall ; the former of which is the 
Public Library, and the latter was, for many years, 
used as the common hall, where public discourses 
were delivered and degrees conferred. It extends 
from north to south, within the first quadrangle of 
the new fabric, for more than 100 feet, its north-west 
corner touching the south-east one of the new Chemi- 
cal Laboratory. 2 

On the 27th of July, the twenty-eighth class, lew. 
twenty -eight in number, under the charge of Mr. JSjttSSi 
William King, obtained the usual degree. On this 
occasion, John Campbell, afterwards Earl of Loudon, 
and Chancellor of Scotland, was distinguished in the dis 
putation, both in defending and impugning the Theses. 3 

At the beginning of the thirty-fifth session, Mr. October. 
William King had the charge of the new Bejan class, xxxv 
Mr. James Fairly proceeded with the Semi, Mr. James 
Reid with the Bachelor, and Mr. Andrew Young with 
the Magistrand. 

The year 1617 is famous in the annals of the Col- >oit 
lege of Edinburgh. The King, after an absence of 
fourteen years, resolved to visit his native kingdom, 
and at his arrival in Edinburgh on the 10th of May, Mayic 



1 Town-Council Record*, vol. xii. 

* The inscription over the gate of 
the Common Hall fronting the west, 
i* somewhat singular: "Senatth Po- 

Pl'LUftQUE EDINBVROENBI8 HAH .*?DRH 



CHRISTO ET MUSI8 KXTRUENDA8 CURA- 

Ri'NT. Anno Domini m.dc.xvii." 

• See, about establishing palish 
schools, December 10, 1616. Chalmers's 
Life of Rmhliman, p. 18. 
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he was received with great demonstrations of loyalty 
and affection by the Magistrates and Town Council, 
and the principal citizens. 1 While he remained there, 
he discovered a great desire to be present at a philo 
sophical disputation in the College, not only to give 
evidence of his passion for learning, but to show his 
own proficiency in it. But he was so much employed 
in the administration of public affairs, that he was not 
able, while in Edinburgh, to accomplish his purpose. 
He therefore commanded the Professors to attend him 
in the Castle of Stilling on the 19 th of the ensuing 
July, where he intended to be on his return from a 
progress he was to make through several of the towns 
of the kingdom. 

Meanwhile, the meeting of Parliament and other 
solemnities on account of the presence of the King, 
occasioned such a bustle in the city, that it was 
thought proper to indulge the students with a longer 
vacation than usual. For that reason the twenty- 
june 20. ninth class, under the charge of Mr. Andrew Young, 

The twenty* £% 

ninth ci ns » was graduated on the 29 th of June. It consisted of 

graduated. O 

forty-six students, the greatest number of graduates 
juiy i!>. at one act of laureation known in Scotland. 

Di^mtitior ^* * ne t " nc a PP omte d tne Professors repaired to 
ctofebS&n Stirling Castle, and there, in the Chapel-Royal, about 
the knife, o'clock in the evening, in presence of the King 

and many of the nobility and learned men of both 
kingdoms, commenced a disputation which lasted for 
three hours. Nothing could have been more agree- 
able to the King's taste than such a pedantic exhi- 

■ 

» Adamson's Musis' Welcome to King Jaine*. p. .19; Mait land's History of 
Edinburgh, p. S8. 
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Kition. He not only sat with great patience during 
the whole time, but was higlily delighted with the 
l>erformance. 

Mr. Henry Charteris, Principal of the College, being 
a man of great modesty, though of profound learning, 
was averse to taking any share in the debate on such 
a public occasion. He therefore prevailed with Mr. 
John Adamson, who had formerly been one of the 
professors of philosophy, but was then minister of 
Liberton, to preside in his place.' Mr. James Fairly, 
one of the Regents, was pitched upon to draw up and 
defend the Theses ; Mr. Patrick Sands, formerly a Re- 
gent, Mr. Andrew Young, Mr. James Reid, and Mr. Wil- 
liam King, at that time the remaining three Regents 
or professors of philosophy, were appointed to impugn. 

These Theses have been preserved in " The Muses 
Welcome to King James/' 1 a book published by 
Mr. John Adamson, who presided at the Disputa- 



l The full title of the hook is : « TA 
TON MOT20N EIZOAIA : The Muses 
Welcome to the High and Mighty 
iVince James, by the Grace of God, 
King of Great Britaine, France, and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, etc. 
At his Majesties happie Returne to his 
"Me and native Kingdonie of Scotland, 
after 14. yeeres absence, in anno 1617. 
Imprinted at Edinburgh by Thomas Fin- 
twoo, Printer to his most excellent Ma- 
jwtie, 1618." It contains the speeches 
and other addresses presented to the 
King at the different towns and places 
*bere he stopped in his progress 
through Scotland ; and from p. 221 to 
P 237, are to be found the above men- 
tioned Theses, with an account of 
wveral of the particulars attending the 
Imputation. The whole exhibits a 
? trnVing picture of the literary attain- 
ments of the Scots at that period. 



Latin Poetry still makes the principal 
figure, but not in quite so good a taste 
as had been discovered by Buchanan. 
The book is dedicated to the King by 
John Adamson the editor. The Theses 
are entitled :— " Theses Philosophical, 
quas ad devotissimum obsequium test- 
andum Jacobo Magna; Britannia?, Fran, 
et Hib. invictissimo, potentissimoque 
Monarcha 3 , eidemque omnium totius 
orbis Regum philosopho excellcntis- 
simo proponunt Phil. Professores in 
Academia Edinburgena, coram dispu- 
tandas, a.d. xix. Julii,Sterlini." There 
is added at the conclusion : — " Dispu- 
tatae sunt in Capella Regia ab hora 
quinta vespertina in octavam sine Regis 
fastidio. Pmwidebat Joannes Adam- 
sonus. Respondebat Jacobus Fair, 
lams. Opponebant Patiieius Sandieus, 
Andreas Junius, Jacobus Ficidus, et 
Oulielmus Regius, Philos. Pruf." The 
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tion, and form a very curious specimen of the sub- 
jects of philosophic debate in those days. The 
topics selected from the rest, were such as, it was 
judged, would be most acceptable to the King and 
the rest of the audience. The first thing insisted on 
was, That Sheriffs and other inferior Magistrates 
ought not to be hereditary} This was opposed by 
Mr. Sands with many apposite arguments, to which, 
however, such satisfactory answers were given, that 
the King, though he -himself had for some time sup- 
ported Mr. Sands, while the defender still directed all 
the answers to the latter, was so well pleased, that 
turning to the Marquis of Hamilton, heritable Sheriff 
of Clydesdale, who was standing behind his chair, 
" Janies," said he, " you see your cause is lost, and all 
that can be said for it distinctly answered and refuted." 

The next topic insisted on was the nature of Local 
Motion, which Mr. Young illustrated by many argu- 
ments from the text of Aristotle. Upon which the 
King, addressing himself to certain English Doctors 
who attended him, observed that these men were as 
well acquainted with the meaning of Aristotle as he 
was himself when alive. 

Mr. Reid disputed next upon the Origin of Foun- 
tains, and the King was so much entertained with 
the last argument which was used, that he desired to 

introductory speeches of the Pne»es, and "1. Licet supreinusMapstratusoHinino 

the other disputants are also preserved, itnmohilis et inmiutahilis sit ; expedit 

and contain abundance of adulation to tauien, ut inferiores Maijistratus aut a>l 

his learned Majesty. tempus duntaxat definituiu pnesint, 

1 It forms the fourth head, as follows aut prudent wr forniatoris et senatori* 

— " Primus Motor simpliciter immobiiis Reipublieie relin<|iiantur. 

est et immutalnlis : atteri Motores a "2. Inferiores ijjitur Magistrate 

Prima pendent, ct rtguntur omncs. dehent esse hareditarii." 
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hear more upon the subject^ even after the three- 
jaarters of an hour, the time allotted, were elapsed. 
The King himself occasionally interfered in the debate, 
sometimes joining the impugner and sometimes the 
defender ; expressing himself in elegant Latin, and 
showing great acquaintance with the arcana of Philo- 
sophyw 

Mr. King, in the last place, held a dissertation de 
Spontaneo et Invito. Upon which subject, as well as 
on all the rest, the King himself took notice of every 
argument and answer, with much intelligence, and in 
good expression. 

When the Disputation was concluded, his Majesty 
went to supper, and, after a little time, commanded 
the Professors to be introduced, and he conversed with 
them in a very learned manner on all the subjects which 
had been handled in the Disputation. His Majesty 
then condescended to indulge himself in pleasant 
allusions to the names of the actors ; thus exercising 
a humble species of witticism altogether inconsistent 
with the principles of good taste. " Methinks," said 
he, " these gentlemen, by their very names, have been 
destined for the parts which they have performed to- 
day. Adam was the first father of all, and therefore, 
very fitly, Adamson had the first part in this act. 
The defender is justly called Fairly : his Theses 
had some fairlics ; l and he sustained them very 
fairly, and with many fair lies given to his opponents. 
And w r hy should not Mr. Sands be the first to enter 
the sands ? But now I clearly see that all sands are 

' A J'uii lie in the Scots dialect signifies a tannic r. 
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not barren, for certainly he hath shown a fertile wit. 
Mr. Young is very old in Aristotle; and Mr. Reid 1 
need not be red with blushing for his manner of 
acting to-day. Mr. King disputed very kingly, and 
of a kingly purpose, concerning the royal supremacy 
of reason over anger and all passions. I am so well 
satisfied," continued his Majesty, " with this •day's 
exercise, that I will be god -father to the College of 
Edinburgh, and have it called The College of Kino 
James ; for, after the foundation of it had been 
stopped for several years in my minority, as soon as 
I came to any knowledge, I zealously held hand to it, 
and caused it to be established. And, although many 
look upon it with an evil eye, yet I will have them to 
know that, having given it this name, I have espoused 
its quarrel." One of the attendants hinted to his 
Majesty that there was one of the company of whom 
he had taken no notice, Mr. Henry Charteris, Prin- 
cipal of the College, who sat, during the Disputation, 
on the President's right hand, and who was a man 
of profound and universal learning, though not for- 
ward to speak in so august an assembly. " Well," 
said his Majesty, "his name agreeth very well with 
his nature, for charters contain much matter, yet say 
nothing, but put great purposes in mens mouths." 

The witty allusions thus made by the King to the 
names of the disputants being much applauded by 
those who stood by his chair, his Majesty signified his 
desire that they should be expressed in verse, in 
which he not only took much delight, but could 

« Pronounced Red in the Scots way. 
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himself make verses with great readiness. Various 
attempts were accordingly made to versify them, both 
in English and in Latin; and some of these pro 
ductions were afterwards printed. 1 

One of the English Doctors having expressed a 
wonder at the Kings fluency and elegance in the 
speaking of Latin, " All the world," said his Majesty, 
"knew that my preceptor, George Buchanan, was a 
great master in that faculty. I follow his pronuncia 
tion both of the Latin and Greek, and am sorry that 
my people of England do not the like, for certainly 
their pronunciation utterly spoileth the grace of these 
two learned languages ; but ye see that all the learned 
ipen of Scotland express the true and native pro- 
nunciation of both." 2 

The King continued his discourse on the subjects of 

1 See the "Muses Welcome," ttbi Id a te dictum non infieior : niihi tamen 

**prn. As it is almost impossible to hoc quicquid est nominis argumeuto 

translate puns into a different language, potius esse debet, quo minus in Areiiam 

three different attempts to express these tarn nobilem me temere protrudam. 

m Latin, selected from a great many Quid enim in philosophicis opera? pretii 

others, have, as may be supposed, all pnestare poterunt, coram Kege omnium 

failed. The following is the English, &i\offo<f>urTdT(f>, strriles, mihi nomen, 

f, r rather Scottish version of them : — Are me t conaborne ego soli lumen, aut 

" As Adam was the first of men, ) co?lo sidera inferre ?"— P. 22d. The 

whence all beginning tak, ) writings of Shak»pere, that transeen- 

80 Adtunson was president, ) dent genius in other respects, who died 

and first man in this Act," etc. J this very year, and, as well as Bacon, 

See the " Muses Welcome," p. 231. reflects ineffable lustre on this period, 

fut we must not suppose that a tawte abound in this species of witticism, 

for such wretched witticisms was pecu- and show that it was then the prevail - 

liar to James. It was the fashion of ing taste also in England. 

the time* ; and the disputants them- „ . n 

, . "Now it is room enough, and I tome 

selves had eveu given the King the indeed •• 

hint ; for the Pneses concluded his in- ' 

troductory speech in these words :— See "Julius Ca sar," and innumerable- 

"Tu qui ab arenis nomen habes, Patriei other instances. 

, primus in Arenam descendito." * His Majesty's partiality has carried 



To which Mr. Sands answered :— " Quod him somewhat too far here; though 

kb arenis nomen habeam, dignissime something might be said in favour of 

Pneses, ideone me primum in Arenam his opinion. The Scots pronunciation 

hancvocas? lepide quidem, et argute is certainly much better understood 
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the disputation till ten at night; again expressed great 
satisfaction with the entertainment he had received ; 
and promised that, as he had given the College of 
Edinburgh a name, he would also in due time give it 
•a Royal God-bairn gift for enlarging its patrimony. 
He took occasion, from the subjects which had been 
handled that day, to speak on many points of philo 
sophy with such subtilty and skill as very much sur- 
prised the learned hearers. 1 

Having taken his departure from Stirling he arrived 
at Glasgow on the 2 2d of July, where a deputation of 
the Town-Council of Edinburgh was directed to wait 
on him, and to offer him the thanks of the town for 
his great attention bestowed upon their College. Two 
days after, when at Paisley, he sent the following letter 
to the Town-Council : — 

" James R- Trusty and well beloved, We greet you 
well. Being sufficiently persuaded of the good begin- 
ning and progress which you have made in repairing 
and building of your College ; and of your commend 
able resolution instantly to proceed and persist there- 
in, till the same shall be perfectly finished ; for your 
better encouragement in a work so universally bene- 
ficial for our subjects, and of such ornament and 
reputation for our City in particular, We have thought 

abroad than the English ; but that the licon Doron, particularly the two last 

latter sjxnlrth the ^race of the learned books ; the True Law of Free Moii- 

tongues will not be so readily allowed. arehies ; his Answer to Cardinal Per- 

1 " That James was but a middling ron ; and almost all his speeches ntul 

writer may be allowed ; that he was a meshages to Parliament, will confers 

contemptible one can l>y no means be him to have possessed no mean genius, 

admitted. Whoever will read his Ba.si- Uume'h Appendix to James the First 
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good, not only to declare our special approbation 
thereof, but likewise, as we gave the first being and 
beginning thereunto, so we have thought it worthy to 
be honoured with our name of our own imposition ; 
and the rather because of the late care, which we 
received of the good worth and sufficiency of the 
Masters thereof, at their being with us at Stirling : 
in which regard, these are to desire you to order the 
said College to be called in all time hereafter by the 
name of King James's College, which we intend for 
a special mark and badge of our favour toward the 
same. So, doubting not but you will accordingly 
accept; thereof, We bid you heartily farewell. From 
our Court at Paisley, the 25th of July 1617." 

About the beginning of October the Professors 

O o Hussion 

returned to their usual employment. Mr. Andrew XXXVI 
Young undertook the charge of a new Bejan class, 
while Mr. William King carried forward the Semi, 
Mr. James Fairly, the Bachelor, and Mr. James Reid, 
the Magistrand. 

On the 4th of March this year, the sum of 200 
marks had been received by the Treasurer, being a 
legacy bequeathed to the College by the late David 
Alexander, merchant; and on the 30th of December 
the following year, Hugh Wright, also a merchant, de- 
livered to the Treasurer 1000 marks, to receive an 
annuity during his own life, which was afterwards to 
form part of a salary for a Professor of Divinity. 

Mr. James Eeids students, thirty-four in number, 
and forming the thirtieth class, were graduated on the 
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25th of July 1618. In the title of the Theses, which 
ViLi gradU- h were published on this occasion, the College begins to 
take the name of Academia Jacobi Regis. 1 



1618. 
July IS. 



Octolwr. 

" *HHiun 



On the meeting of the thirty -seventh session in 
xxx vfi. October, Mr. Reid began the new Bejan class ; and on 
lflll) the 24th of July 1619, the Magistrand, under the 
™f thirty- charge of Mr. Fairly, received the degree in the usual 

first Clans ° J ° 

graduated. manne r, being the thirty-first class, consisting of thirty- 
three students. 

This year abounded in donations to the College. 
January 15th : Alexander Stobo, a messenger, be- 
queathed 300 marks for increasing the stock for a 
salary to a Professor of Divinity. May 28 th : a 
legacy of 1000 marks for maintaining bursars, 2 by 
Archibald Johnston, was delivered to the Treasurer 
by Samuel Johnston the donors son. June 2d : Sir 
William Nisbet of Dean, Lord Provost, paid to the 
Treasurer 1000 pounds for the Professor of Divinity's 
stipend. On the 25th of the same month, 100 marks 
were received as a legacy by William Justice, being a 
contribution to the College building. And on the 
21st of July, James Young and Barbara Robertson, 
his wife, allotted 100 marks as part of a fund for the 
support of bursars, 
ortofer. The College as usual having assembled in October 
xxxviii. after the vacation, the charge of the Bejan class de- 
volved on Mr. Fairly, while Mr. Reid proceeded with 

I " Theses Philosophies, quas Dei cum laurca emittenclL Pneside Jacobo 

Opt. Max. ductn, et auspiciis, ad diem 6 Reido. Edinlmrgi, excudebat Andre** 

Kal. Augusti, Edinburgh in J5de sacra Hart. Anno 1618." 4to. 
Regii Collegii, pmpugnabunt Adole- 

seentes Magisterii Candidate, ex Aca- s Bursars, or poor students, a* in 

DtjarA Jacobi Regis ; hoc anno 1018, Crawford's History. 
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the Semi, Mr. Young with the Bachelor, and Mr. King 
with the Magistrand, till the 2 2d of July 1620, when i 62 o 

July 

this last class, being the thirty-second, and consisting ^jy-^ 
of thirty-five students, received the degree. On this k™* 111 * 1 *^ 
occasion Patrick Hume of Polwarth particularly dis- 
tinguished himself both in defending and impugning 
the Theses. 

During this year a new and remarkable arrangement 
was made in the College. Mr. Patrick Sands, after ^up- 
holding a Professorslup of Philosophy for eight years, 
had resigned that office and gone abroad with Lord 
Ncwbattle, son of the Earl of Lothian. On his return 
he had been advised to engage in the study and prac- 
tice of the law; but as he did not succeed according to 
his expectation in this profession, David Akinhead, 
whose sister he had married, being Dean of Guild, and 
having great influence in the Town Council, set on 
foot a scheme for having him made Primar or Principal 
uf the College. Towards the conclusion of the year 
K.18, Mr. Henry Charteris, who had only 500 pounds 
of salary, applied for an augmentation equal to the 
!*ip*.*nd of the ministers. The Dean of Guild admitted 
the reasonableness of his request, but, pretending that 
the revenue of the College was not sufficient for en 
abling the patrons to comply with his demand, he 
advised him to take the first opportunity of accepting 
of a call to be minister of any vacant parish. This 
L-araed and worthy man readily comprehended the 
runt, and immediately resolved to retire from the 
••rBce of Principal, in hopes of finding some other 
rUtion where the merit of his services would be better 
ui*dcr?tood by his constituent*. He was prevailed on. 



I 
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however, by the professors, who had the highest re- 
spect for his talents and character, to preside over 
them for a year longer. But having received a call to 

sir ncnry be minister of North Leith, he at last resigned his 

mw» charge on the 20th of March 1620. 

The once of An opportunity was thus furnished for executing 

Principal 

fltn/ur tne scn c m c of accommodation in favour of Mr. Sands. 
dllSi. The charge of Principal or Primar of the College, and 
Professor of Divinity, which had been hitherto united, 
Mr. Andrew was now divided. Mr. Andrew Ramsay, one of the 

Kamsny 

prTf£!nr ,,r ministers of the city, was elected by the Town-Council 
RlXruAheand the other ministers to be public Professor of 

College. > A 

Divinity, and also to be Rector of the College for the 
ensuing year, this last office being considered only as 
The two annual. At the same time, the two senior Regents, 

Benior Re- 

ShopS- Andrew Young, and Mr. James Reid, were created 
Mathematics public Professors, the former of the Mathematics, and 

and Mcta- 

i.hysu*. the latter of the Metaphysics ; and Mr. Patrick Sands 

Mr. Patrick 1 J ' 

mn n rorPriu- was elected Primar or Principal, during the pleasure 
M«riM of the Town-Council. 1 And notwithstanding the pre- 
tence of the scantiness of the College revenue formerly 
held out to the late Principal, Mr. Ramsay, as Pro- 
fessor of Divinity, had an appointment of 500 pounds; 
Mr. Sands, 1000 marks, with 100 pounds for house 
rent ; and the two senior Regents, the additional sum 
each of 250 marks, which was equal to their former 
salaries as ordinary Regents. The salaries also of the 
two junior Regents, Mr. James Fairly and Mr. William 
King, were augmented from 150 marks to 250 marks 
each. A committee was appointed by the Town- 
Council, the 2 2d of March, to receive the Library 

1 Town-Council Records, vol xiii. March 20. 
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from Mr. Henry Charteris, which was still kept in a Thp. h^cof 

J A Uw Library 

private chamber, and to deliver it to the charge of the §'"1^ u ' 
Principal ; and that Mr. Charteris might not 1 ***** 



appear to be altogether neglected, a gratuity of 1000 
marks was bestowed upon him for his long and faith- 
ful services. 1 

This year Mr. William Rig senior, contributed to 
the College for the support of a Professor of Divinity 
the sum of 625 marks, which was received by the 
Treasurer on the 23d of August. 

At the opening of the College in October, after the "J* 
vacation, Mr. William King commenced the session 
with the charge of the new Bejan class, the other three 
Regents proceeding with the other classes in the 
usual order. 

On the 23d of January, the City Treasurer received mi. 

January 23. 

a legacy of 1000 marks, bequeathed by Thomas Spear i*>™**>™ 
fur the support of a Professor of Divinity ; and on the 
2uth of April, Sir William Nisbet of Dean, having 
added a years interest to his former donation of 1000 
pounds, which made the principal sum 1100 pounds, 
stipulated with the Town-Council that an annuity of 
loo j»ounds should be paid as part of a stipend also 
f..«r a Professor of Divinity. 

Mr. Andrew Young brought the students of the MfU 
Magistrand class to the Masters degree on the 1 4th 
of July 1621, somewhat earlier than the usual period, 
i*i aeeount of the meeting of that Parliament which 
was long known among the people by the appellation 
of the Black Parliament, because in it were ratified 

• Tow b -Council Records, vol. xiii. Maicli 22. 
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* the five obnoxious Articles adopted in the year 16 1 8 
by the Perth Assembly, favourable to the Episcopal 
hierarchy, which James had it so much at heart to 
establish, upon the model of the Church of England. 
The gratitude, however, of the College of Edinburgh 
was due to this very Parliament. For, having met on 
the 4th of August, it passed an act wherein the differ- 
ent grants made by his Majesty to the Provost, Magis- 
trates, Corporation and Community of the city of 
Edinburgh are particularly stated and ratified ; which 
ratification is declared to be " as valid, effectual, and 
sufficient in all respects as if the foresaid infeftmente 
of the dates respective above written, were at length 
and word by word engrossed in this present Act," 
Likewise, " for the farther encouragement " of the said 
Provost, Bailies, Council, and Community of Edin- 
burgh, " in repairing and re-edifying of the said Col- 
lege, and placing therein sufficient professors for 
teaching of all liberal sciences, ordains the said College 
in all time to come to be called King James's College ; 
and also, with advice of the said Estates of Parliament, 
his Majesty has of new again given, granted, and dis- 
poned to them and their successors, in favour of the 
said burgh of Edinburgh, patrons of the said College, 
and of the Rector, Regents, bursars, and students 
within the same, all liberties, freedoms, immunities, 
and privileges appertaining to a free College, and that 
in as ample form and large manner as any College has 
or bruiks within his Majesty's realm." 1 

At the commencement of a new session it was Mr. 

1 Actb of the Parliament of Scotland. 
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Youngs turn to lyeirin the Bejan class, the three other October 

*=> . Sertoli XI* 

Professors conductimr the others in the usual order. 

This session, a legacy by John Lawtie, apothecary, ^mi 

of 100 pounds, was delivered to the Treasurer on the t*™*™*- 

2 2d of July 1622. On the 27th of the same month, July 27. 

J The thirty- 

Mr. James Reid advanced his class, being the thirty- J^}^ 

fourth, and consisting of thirty-six students, to the 

Masters degree, with the usual solemnity. 

Mr. Patrick Sands, Principal, having given small Mr. san.u 

r OO rcHiKriHthe 

satisfaction in the government of the College, resigned iKdJLi 
that charge on the 7th of August into the hands of 
David Akinhead, then Provost of the city, and re- 
ceived a gratuity of 1000 marks. 1 On the 30th of 
the same month, Mr. Robert Balcanquhal, minister of 
Tranent, gave security for the principal sum of 1000 
marks, bequeathed to the College for the support of a 
Professor of Divinity, by the late Mr. Walter Balcan- 
quhal his father, who had been a great promoter of the 
prosperity of the College from its foundation to the 
time of his death. At the same time he paid the 
arrears of interest due upon that sum. The same 
year a legacy of 300 marks, bequeathed for the same 
use by John Mason, merchant, was delivered to the 
Treasurer by Isobel Brown, his widow. 

Soon after the commencement of a new session, ocm*t. 
when Mr. James Reid had undertaken the charge of xu 
the Bejan class, and the other three Regents were pro- 
ceeding with the other classes in the usual order, the 
Town-Council appointed the Provost and Bailies, 
with some of the ministers, to inquire at Mr. Robert 

1 Town-Council Records, vol. xiii. August 7. 
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Boyd of Troehrig, Principal of the College of Glas- 
gow, on what conditions he would accept of the same 
office in the College of Edinburgh. 1 In consequence 
of this he was chosen Principal, and also one of the 
m^hXh e ^ nt rosters of Edinburgh, on the 18th of Octol>er, 
!SipX th w * tn 1200 marks of stipend and 200 marks as house 
rent. But he resigned the office on the 31st of Jan- 
uary 1623, for what reason does not appear, after 
holding it for a few months. 
1623. On the 26th of July, the thirty-fifth class, under the 

lifthchllr cnar g e °f M r * James Fairly, consisting of thirty stu- 
Knuinated. fl ent8j rece i ve( | the Master's degree. Mr. Andrew 

Young, the senior Regent, and public Professor of the 
Mathematics, performed the ceremony of graduation, 
as the office of Principal was vacant by the resignation 
of Mr. Boyd. 

nonthofMr. This was Mr. Young's last public appearance. He 
vom.K, died very soon after, being about forty five years of 

Senior J 7 ° J J 

prS'^or'of age. He had been a Professor of Philosophy in Aber- 
u<* deen two years, and twenty-two in the College of 
Edinburgh, where he had received his education. He 
was distinguished as a very diligent and successful 
teacher, his lectures and dictates being very perspi- 
cuous, and at the same time, concise and comprehen- 
sive. He was said also to be a remarkably elegant 
classical scholar, and very well acquainted with the 
text of Aristotle, but to have had a great disgust at 
the wrangling of the scholastic philosophers. 2 

t Town-Council Ik-cords, vol. xiii. acquired considerable wealth, he had 

October i*th and loth. an only daughter, who waa married 

s By his wife Barbara Brown, a very to Sir Michael Na-sinyth of l'osso in 

frugal woman, by whose assistance he Tweeddale. 
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Mr. Andrew Stevenson, Professor of Humanity, 1 who 
had formerly been elected his successor during his first "™ 11* 

J ° Humanity. 

illness, was, after the space of twelve years, substituted £™ n y . flrst 
in his place the second time. ruuoaophy 

The offices of Professor of Humanity and of Prin- 
cipal being now both vacant, a comparative trial was 
held for supplying the former. Four competitors 
appeared, Mr. William Hog, Mr. David Will, Mr. 
George Hannay, and Mr. Samuel Rutherford : and the Mr. *unuei 
last, after some hesitation, was preferred by the judges, £2J^5* 
1 elected sixth Professor of Humanity. "" nn 43r 

At the opening of the forty-second session, Mr. qJJ* 
James Fairly undertook the charge of the Bejan class, 
while Mr. James Reid proceeded with the Semi, Mr. 
Andrew Stevenson with the Bachelor, and Mr. William 
King with the Magistrand. 

Meanwhile, the Town-Council, the Ministers and 
Professors, were unanimously of opinion that Mr. John 
Adamson would be the most proper person to preside 
over the College. He had formerly held the office of 
one of the Regents during seven years with great re- 
putation, and was afterwards minister of North Ber- 
wick, from whence he was translated to Liberton. It 
was while he officiated in this last charge that he had 
the honour to preside in the disputation hold at Stir- 
ling Castle before the King, in the year 1617, in place 
of Mr. Heniy Charteris, who declined that public 
appearance. He was accordingly chosen Principal on Nor . 21 . 
the 21st of November, and remained longer in that aSwSo! 

9 to Mill Prin 

ripe] 

1 Mr. Robert Burnet hiul been elected office, or nt what particular time Mr. 
fourth Professor of Humanity in the Andrew Stevenson succeeded him, I have 
year 1611, but how long he held the not been able to ascertain. 
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situation than any person who enjoyed the office, 
except the late Dr. William Robertson. His annual 
salary was 1200 marks, with 200 marks as house rent. 

On the 10th of December, William Dick, merchant, 
delivered to the City Treasurer 300 marks, being a 
donation to the College by Margaret Stewart his 
mother; and on the 16 th of January 1624, the Trea- 
surer received also 500 marks, a legacy of James 
Ainslie, towards maintaining a Professor of Divinity. 

On the 25th of July, the thirty-sixth class, under 
Mr. William King, in number twenty -seven, received 
the Masters degree with the usual solemnity. 

After the commencement of a new session in Octo- 
ber, Mr. King having the charge of the Bejan class, 
and the other professors proceeding as usual in their 
order with the other classes, towards the close of this 
year and beginning of the next, some apprehended 
appearance of the plague dispersed for a few days 
both the Court of Justice and the College; and though 
the alarm proved to be without foundation, yet the 
classes, especially the lowest, on this account lost a 
considerable number of students. 

During this session, on the 27th of March 1625, died 
James the Sixth of Scotland and First of Great Britain ; 
a prince to- whom the University of Edinburgh is in- 
debted for its original institution, and for the unre- 
mitted attention with which he protected and cherished 
it in its infant state ; and to whom the Lord Provost, 
Magistrates, and Council of Edinburgh owe a most 
important and honourable patronage, such as no other 
corporation in Great Britain can boast. 



Digitized by Google 



CHAPTER III. 



FttOM THE BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF CHARLES L TO THE 

RESTORATION OF CHARLES II. 

The accession of Charles, the only surviving son of comment, 
the late King, made no immediate change upon the Xii' .. 
.affairs of Scotland ; and the University of Edinburgh 
being in a flourishing condition, education proceeded 
there in the same manner which had been practised 
for many years. 

On the 23d of July 1625, the thirty-seventh class, 
under the care of Mr. Andrew Stevenson, but which 
Iiad been instructed the two first years of the course * u ' tl 
by Mr. Andrew Young, were graduated in the usual 
manner, being thirty-six in number. The Theses, 
printed by the heirs of Andrew Hart, were dedicated 
to the celebrated Thomas Hope of Craighall, a great 
promoter of the prosperity of the College, and who, 
al>out this time, was appointed King s Advocate. 

During the vacation, Mr. James Fairly; who had Mr Jam™ 

O » J ' Fairly w- 

l>een one of the Professors of Plulosophy for seventeen TrZ\T» a 
years, having accepted of a call to be minister of Leith, announce.!, 
resigned his academical charge. A comparative trial 
K-ing announced, in the usual manner, for the election 
of a new Regent, eight candidates appeared, namely, Eight candi- 
Mr. Patrick Pantcr, Mr. Thomas Crawford, Mr. John 
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Brown, Mr. George Hannay, Mr. Robert Rankin, Mr. 
Alexander Hepburn, Air. John Armour, and Mr. Samuel 
Fraser, the first two having received their degree at 
St. Andrews, and the other six at Edinburgh. The 
particulars of this trial have been preserved by Mr. 
Thomas Crawford, who, though one of the unsuccess- 
ful candidates on this occasion, afterwards became one 
of the greatest ornaments of the University. 

Jwjp» ,n The judges appointed by the Town-Council, besides 
the ministers of the city, were Mr. Alexander Morison, 1 
and Air. Alexander Peirson, advocates, and asscssoi s 
to the Magistrates, Mr. Patrick Sands, late Principal, 
and John Gelly, doctor of medicine. 

2X»^by* ^ ue BubjectB of the trial were distributed by lot, and 

,ot were obtained as follows : — The 1st, De Quanto, by 
Mr. Brown ; the 2d, being chap. I. De Demonstratione, 
by Mr. Rankin ; the 3d, being the last chapter of the 
same, by Mr. Armour ; the 4th, being the chapter of 
book li. of the Ethics, De Affeetibus; the 5th, viz., 
the last chapter of the first book of Acroasis de 
Materia Prima, by Mr. Crawford ; the 6th, viz., the 
second chapter of lx>ok I. De Cielo, by Mr. Fraser ; the 
7th, being chap. ii. book I. De Ortu ; the last, viz. 
De FacuUatibus Aniline, by Mr. Panter. 

tfiai* ° f These subjects were prescribed on a Saturday at 
eleven o'clock to be discussed by the candidates on the 
ensuing Monday, the time of three quarters of an hour 
being allowed to each. On Monday the trial com- 
menced at eight o'clock in the morning, and continued 
till near seven in the evening, the one half of the 

1 Afterwaids Lord PreMongrange, and Hector of the University. 
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cnmlidates discoursing in the forenoon, and the other 
in the afternoon, before a very numerous audience. 
The next day, in the afternoon, Mr. Brown defended 
his thesis De Quanto, against the other seven candi- 
dates, half an hour each, the dispute having been opened 
l»y the Principal. The following days, the rest, suc- 
ceeding in their order, disputed in the same manner, 
excepting Mr. Samuel Fraser, who declined the con- 
test after the first days debate. 

At the close of the trial the judges selected two of Ol ,i„io„ „r 
the number as particularly well qualified, but recom- t,,,,J,,,,K " , 
mended Mr. Patrick Panter 1 as the best. But David 
Aikenhead, Lord Provost, and Mr. John Hay, town- 
clerk, having a particular predilection for Mr. Robert 
Rankin, who was the son of a burgess of Edinburgh, 
and allowed to be a young man of great ability, and 
who had studied two years in the University of Cam- 
bridge, their interest in the Council had gained over a 
great party to support their views. 

On putting the vote, the Bailies, Dean of Guild, nr. Robert 



Hnnkiu 



Treasurer, and principal Councillors, who were notjj^g. 



y- 



under influence, supported the recommendation of the JwSorof 
judges, but a majority following the Provost, the elec- 
tion was made in favour of Mr. Robert Rankin. Many 
of the most respectable members of the Council were 



1 Mr. Patrick Panter was a native of 
Dundee, awl became Professor of Di- 
vinity at St. Andrews ; Mr. George 
Hannay, who was son to a burgess of 
fanongate, was afterwards minister of 
Torphiehen ; Mr. John Brown, who was 
son of Mr. William Brown, Clerk of 
Exchequer, and Mr. Alexander Hep- 
burn, son of Mr. Thomas Hepburn, 



parson of Oldhamstocks, were after- 
terwtirds Regents in the College of 
Edinburgh. Mr. John Armour the son 
of a burgess, was POOD after chosen 
Professor of Humanity in the same 
University, and afterwards of Philo- 
sophy at St. Andrews. — Crawford's 
History of the University of Edinburgh. 
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much offended with the decision, and complained, with 
reason, that contrary to the fair mode of proceeding at 
all former elections, the opinion of the judges had not 
been followed. Mr. Eankin was installed next day, 
being the 18th of November. 

At the commencement of the forty-fourth Session in 
HMtdon October, Mr. Stevenson having undertaken the charge 
of the new Bejan class, Mr. King proceeded with the 
Semi, Mr. Fairly with the Bachelor, and Mr. Reid 
with the Magistrand. Towards the end of November, 
Mr. Rankin, the new professor, succeeded to Mr. 
Mr. Rumtirt Fairly 's charge ; about which time Mr. Samuel Ruther- 

RuthMfofd _ _ .... , 

K$C£* * orc '» P r °f e880r °* Humanity, having incurred some 
umSUr scandal on account of an irreguhir marriage, found it 
prudent to resign his office. 

On this occasion it was apprehended that there 
would be a great number of competitors for the vacant 
chair, most of those especially who had stood a trial at 
the two last elections. In order to diminish the num- 
ber, in the first place, a promise was given to Mr. John 
Brown of the first Professorship of Philosophy that 
should be vacant, in consideration of his father's steady 
attachment to the interest of the City. This too gave 
great disgust to several of the most respectable mem- 
bers of the Council, as they regarded it as another 
neglect of the opinion of the judges at the late trial. 
In the next place, as the Principal (who, by the terms 
of the foundation of the Professorship of Humanity, 
was entitled to give his advice in elections to that 
office), and also several of the Regents, were of opinion 
that the former mode of trial in the election of Pro- 
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feasors of Humanity was too slight — an Ode of Horace 
to be explained and commented upon by the candi- 
dates for the space of three quarters of an hour being 
all that had been required ; it was resolved, with the 
consent of the six delegates from the Town-Council 
and College of Justice, that candidates should be ex- 
amined on a variety of Greek and Latin authors ad 
aperturam libri. This accordingly had the effect to 
intimidate competitors, insomuch, that on the 27 th of 
March, the day appoiuted by the public program, there 
appeared only Mr. John Armour and Air. Thomas 
Crawford They were examined in the upper hall of 
the College, in presence of the six delegates, the Prin- 
cipal and Professors, and a great number of other men 
of letters. 

It fell to the lot of Mr. Crawford to be tried first, comparative 

trial of a 

and in the meantime the other candidate was removed. {£S\ r y wf 
The authors pitched upon were Plautus, Ovid, Horace, 
Lucan, Juvenal, Virgil, Hesiod, and Orphei Ovfutlfmra. 
Upon each of these the competitors were severally 
examined, as long as the Judges thought proper, and 
Mr. Crawford proving the successful candidate, he was Mr. tho,,,™ 

L'rnwfoiil 

appointed to hold an inaugural lecture (ad clepsy- ^jj, 
dram) next day at two o'clock, upon an Ode ofu^Zy 
Horace. He was admitted to his office on the 29th of 
March 1626. 1 

On the 29th of July, Mr. James Reid promoted the 
thirty-eighth class to the Masters degree, being twenty- '?L 
four in number. Several of the students had retired 

1 The Town-Council made a handsome donation to Mr. Samuel Rutherford, 
the late Professor, on hiu resignation. 
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before this time, through an apprehension of some 
symptoms of the plague. The Theses at this gradua- 
tion are dedicated to Thomas Earl of Melrose. The* 
first article of them is entitled, Theses fife Disciplinis 
in genere. 

There, in one passage Mr. Reid takes occasion to 
expose the futility of certain modern theologians, w ho 
affect to despise the liberal sciences, and who are not 
afraid or ashamed to brand Philosophy with insolent 
and opprobrious epithets. " Whatever these persons 
may think of themselves," says he, " who thus contemn 
human Philosophy, such is its lustre in the Christian 
life, and so great its benefit to civil society, that 
Aristippus chose rather to "be a Christian philosopher 
than an ignorant or unphilosopltic divine/' 1 
Dispute l*- ^ n this he particularly alluded to the conduct of 
XmwReM Mr. William Struthers, one of the ministers of Edin- 

aml tliv Rev. 

»troXT burgh, and moderator of the Presbytery, who, on the 
trial of a certain candidate for the character of a 
preacher of the gospel before the Presbytery, had ex- 
pressed himself in contemptuous terms of Philosophy, 
calling it the dish-clout to Divinity. This, the Pro- 
fessor at the public graduation took the opportunity 
of resenting, which cost him dear. For Struthers, 
being highly offended with the retort, and having 
formerly borne its author a secret grudge, he prevailed 

i " Temerc satis, salse, nc rigide satis " Quanticunque igitur sit»i videren- 

pcrstringunt recentiores quidam Theo- tur, qui humanam sic despicerent Phi- 

logi disciplinas has liberaliores ; duni losophiam ; tanta tamen lux est ipsiin 

e arum famnlitiuin (quod cert* honor*- in vita Christiana, tantus usus in So- 

rium Theologian pnvstant) cum )>eniculis cietate civili, ut Aristippus mallet esse 

tnnttini inter <lnp<'s eouferre non ver- Philosophus Christianus, quam Tlaeo- 

cntur, non erubescunt. logflfl Aphiloftophus." 
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• ith the other ministers of the City, and also several 
other distinguished members of the Presbytery, to 
c*j>ouse liis quarrel, and immediately after the gradua- 
tion he brought a charge against the Professor before 
the Town-CounciL Mr. Reid, who was a man of a 
most respectable character, and much esteemed by the 
members of the Town-Council, and by a numerous 
circle of friends, being then in a bad state of health, 
was ad vised by his physicians to retire without loss 
of time to a country-house he had in Fife ; and the 
Council, Ijeing averse from entertaining any accusation 
against him, concurred in the same advice, in hopes 
that the resentment of Mr. Struthers and his brethren 
would subside before the next assembling of the Col- 
lege. The event turned out otherwise, for in his ab- 
sence his enemies were very active in carrying on their 
desiirns against him, and the new elections happening 
in the lieginning of October, about the time of Mr. 
Reuls return to town, the ministers, whose power in 
the City was very great at that time, availing them- 
selves of certain unfavourable circumstances in his 
ei*n«luct, succeeded in stirring up a strong prejudice 
against lnm. He had still, however, a great number 
of friends in the Council, who secretly warned him of 
the hazard to which he was exr>osed. He therefore, 
by the advice of his lawyers, appealed his cause from 
tb«- Council of the town to the Privy-Council. This 
•*in;uinstance, which weut to deny the jurisdiction of 
the Town -Council, was taken advantage of by those who 
were hostile to the defendant ; and the Town-Council 
instantly asserted what I hey apprehended to be their 
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liitt place 

twenty -third 

Pnifenitorof 

Philosophy. 



undeniable right, by pronouncing sentence of depriva- 
Mx! jolm 1 tion against him, and by electing immediately in his 
place Mr. John Brown, to whom the first vacant pro 
fessorship of Philosophy had been promised. In the 
terms of the sentence, no other ground of procedure 
was stated than that the Council had acted so for 
reasons known to themselves and moving them. Mr. 
Eeid complained of the injustice of this sentence, and 
had sufficient interest to procure a mandate from 
Court for reinstating him in his office. But compliance 
with this order being on some pretence or other eluded 
or delayed, he was at last prevailed with to give in a 
voluntary resignation, which he did on the 13th of 
July 1627, 1 and then retired to his own house, where 
he lived in tranquillity to a good old age. The Town 
Council, however, to show their sense of his faithful 
services for twenty-four years, bestowed on him a 
donation of 1000 pounds Scots. 2 Indeed, they seem 
to have set him aside with great reluctance, and to 
have sacrificed him merely to the implacable resent 
ment of Struthers and his friends. 
* JS-r tne commencement of the forty-fifth session in 

"xlv" the preceding October, Mr. Reid who had entered upon 
the charge of the new Bejan class, was, in the course 
of the session, in consequence of the above-mentioned 
procedure, superseded by Mr. John Brown, while Mr. 
Stevenson proceeded with the Semi, Mr. King with 



l R«*i«1 resigned hi* public profe&sor- attacl . >1 to the profesnorwhip of 

*hip of Metaphysics at the name time with which it is still conjoined. 

(Town-Council Records, July 13, lb'27) ; 1 Town -Council Records, July 1 

an office which, after histime, continued lo*27. 
dormant till the year 1708, when it »a* 
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the Bachelor, and Mr. Rankin with the MagLstrand 

class. 

The Library which had been Ikwii by Mr. Clement Incrvatte of 

ill • Ui« Library 

Little had greatly increased by donations from the 
candidates for the Masters degree, and from other 
generous benefactors ; and a private chamber being 
now unable to furnish proper accommodation for the 
Ux>ks, they were removed into the upper great hall, 
until a room sufficiently capacious should be built for 
their reception. Tins was afterwards done, in conse- 
quence of an Act of Council passed in April 1642 ; 
and the apartment now called the Museum, 1 where the 
Professor of Natural History gives his lectures, and of 
which the west end is occupied by the Humanity class, 
was originally erected for a library, and was actually 

use till about the year 1760, as 
shall i>e more particularly mentioned elsewhere. As 
the Principal, who hitherto had the sole charge of 
keeping the Library, found it now necessary to have 
aome assistance in that duty, the patrons on the 26th 
of DeceinW 1626, allowed him a sum of money for 
employing a servant to attend to the situation of the 
bucks. 

Mr. Andrew Ranisay, who for six years had been Mr .\».irvw 
Rec-tor of the University, and Professor of Divinity, JJJ*^* 
the former of which offices he acknowledged to have '!r 

LH\initj\ 

been a mere title, had resigned them lx>th on the 
fth of March 1626, but continued to discharge the 
of the Professorship to the end of the year. 
In the beginning of the next year, the Town-Council 

18W. 
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were still of opiuion tliat it would contribute to the 
more commodious government of the whole University 
that a Rector should be chosen, and having on the 5th 
„ V27 of January 1627 held a meeting with the ministers of 
ai^Si 5 ' the City, first within the College, and afterwards within 
S5JJ2; the Council-Chamber, they elected into that office for 
J.r o"the the ensuing year, Alexander Morison of Preston<mui£e, 

University. tW > . . 

one of the Lords of Session, much distinguished for his 
learning. He appeared l>efore the Council and took 
an oath de Jkleli administratione, but it does not 
appear that he entered any further into the duties of 
his new function. 

The vacant Professorship of Divinity was supplied 
on the 19 th of April, by recalling into the College 
from the charge of the Church of North Leith, the 
mi iirnry venerable Mr. Henry Charteris, who had been for- 

ehnrteris re- 

vStiJk?* nierly Principal, and also Professor of Divinity, when 
uivlnity. those offices were held in conjunction, but who now 

agreed -to confine himself entirely to the duties of 

the latter. 1 

i«-27. On the 28th of July, the thirty-ninth class, twenty- 

July '28. 

™ M thu£ 8 ^ X m number, received the usual degree. They had 
been instructed the two first years of the course by 
Mr. Fairly, and the remaining two by Mr. Rankin. 
The Theses published on this occasion were dedicated 
to the Lord Provost David Aikenhead, the Bailies, and 
the rest of the Town-Council. 



> The donations hitherto received for agreeing that the excess of his salary 

the support of a Professor of Divinity ahove the interest of the donations 

were still inadvMjtiuU' to the pur]»ose. should be n-funded to the Town from 

Mr. Chftltcril accepted of 1(KK» mark* the prutiU of succeeding gifts, 
of annual salary, with adwclliu^-housc, 
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In the beginning of October, at the opening of a ocm**. 
new session, the College consisted of the following XLVL 
members, viz. : — 

Alexander Morison, Lord Prestongrange, Rector of the Uni- 
versity. 

Mr. John Adamson, Principal. 
Mr. Henry Charteris, Professor of Divinity. 
Mr. Robert Rankin, 



Professors of Philosophy. 



Mr. John Brown, 
Mr. Andrew Stevenson, 
Air. William King, 
Mr. Thomas Crawford, Professor of Humanity. 



162S. 

October. 
XLVII. 



Sir. Rankin had the charge of the Bejan class, the las* 
other three Philosophy Professors proceeding in their JJ^, fo ^ th 
order with the other classes, till the 27th of July 1628, duate 
when Mr. King brought the fortieth class to the 
Magisterial degree, consisting only of fifteen students ; 
the number being so small on account of the fear of 
the plague, which prevailed in the first year of the 
course. 

The new session in October 1628 opened with the 
Bejan class, under the care of Mr. King ; and the 
others proceeded under their respective Professors in 
the usual order. 

This year all the Laws or Regulations of the College TA W80 rthc 

J ° ° College. 

were collected together and inserted into a Register. 
The greater part of them formerly had remained in 
the custody of the Principal, and used to be read 
annually in public after the examination of the classes 
in November. 

On the 3d of December the Town-Council passed 
an act ordaining the Laws to be observed for the 
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future, and to be inserted in the Town-Council 
Records. 1 

In the month of July died Mr. Henry Charteris, 
Professor of Divinity, a man of profound erudition, 
being not only well acquainted with the ancient lan- 
guages, but an excellent Philosopher and Theologian, 
and at the same time of singular modesty and sanctity 
of character. 

A violent dispute arose about the election of his 
successor. The King was well known to inherit his 
fathers partiality to the Episeopal form of church 
government, which was the source of many of those 
calamities whic h afterwards afflicted the kingdom, and 
which at hist proved fatal to himself and to his family. 
William Laud, Bishop of London, and afterwards Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, a bigoted and intolerant prelate, 
whose counsels had great influence with the King, had 
already gained many followers among the Scottish 
clergy. Of that number were Thomas Sydeserf and 
John Maxwell, afterwards Bishops, the one of Gal- 
loway, and the other of Ross. These, with others of 
their partisans, had pitched upon Mr. Robert Men- 
teith, son to Alexander Menteith, a citizen, as a proper 
person for supplying the vacant Divinity chair. After 
taking lus Masters degree in 1621, Menteith had gone 
abroad, and obtained a Professorship of Philosophy at 
Saumur, where he remained four years. He then 
returned to his native country, with the character of 
an accomplished scholar, and particularly noted for an 

1 The Laws arc still to ho seen a Register belonging to the College 
in the Town-Council Records of the they are in Latin, 
above date, expressed in English. In 
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agreeable delivery in the pulpit ; but his doctrines by 
many were regarded as erroneous, and strongly tainted 
with Arniinianism. 

A party, however, was prevailed with to favour his 
election, by means chiefly of Sydeserf, who had consi- 
derable interest in the Council. But this measure was 
violently opposed by Mr. William Struthers, supported 
by Mr. Andrew Ramsay and Mr. Henry Rollock, 
ministers of the City, with the Principal and Professors 
of the College, whose advice the patrons, averse from 
giving countenance to innovation in doctrine, thought 
it most prudent to follow ; and on the 24th of July, 
notwithstanding the keen struggle made for Menteith, 
they elected Mr. James Fairly, then Minister at 
South Leith, to succeed Mr. Charteris as Professor 
of Divinity. 

Next day, Mr. Andrew Stevenson advi i need the mso. 
forty-first class to the usual degree, being thirty-eight J^JJJ 
in number. On this occasion the Theses were dedi- 
cated to Provost Aikenhead, and the other members of 
the Town-Council, from which the Laws of the College 
had received a new sanction. 

After the usual vacation, the new session in October 1020. 

October. 

1629 commenced, when Mr. Stevenson took upon him xmi" 
the charge of the new Bejan class ; and the other three 
Regents proceeded in their order with the other three 
Philosophy classes. 

In February 1G30, Mr. John Ray, who had been 
Professor of Humanity in the College more than eight 
years, and afterwards Rector of the High School up- 
wards of twenty-three, having died in the sixty third 
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March. 



year of his ago, Mr. Thomas Crawford, Professor of 
Humanity, was, on the 26th of the same month, ap- 
pointed by the Town-Council to succeed him in the 
Rectorship of the High School. Two competitors 
appeared for the vacant Professorship, — Mr. John 
Armour, formerly mentioned, and Mr. Humphrey 
Hood. They both declined the strict trial ad aper- 
turam libri ; and an Ode of Horace was prescribed, 
on which each of them was required to comment three- 
quarters of an hour. A majority of the judges declared 
Mr. John Ar- j n favour of Mr. Armour. He was elected accordingly, 
SKS*? 0 " and was the eighth Professor of Humanity. 1 

iiwo. On the 29 th of July, Mr. John Brown's class, being 

July 20. 

'SS^S&m ™ forty-second since the institution of the College, 
mow!*. were admitted to the usual degree, being thirty-one 
in number. At the graduations the custom still pre- 
vailed of arranging the candidates, and of bringing 
them forward or circulating them according to their 
respective merit. But on this occasion, Mr. Alexander 
Hope, son of Sir Thomas Hope, his Majesty's Lord 
Advocate, l>eing dissatisfied with his place in the cir- 
culation, as it was called, although, in the general 
opinion, the rank he had obtained was quite equal to 
his merit ; and others of the candidates having com- 
plained of a similar grievance, the practice of thus 
arranging or circulating the Magistrand class was laid 
aside for some time. 

In the month of August, the Town-Council, being 
informed that Dr. John Sharp, Professor of Divinity 

' Some years afterwards, Mr. Humphrey Hood was settled a minister in 
Nithsdale. 
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in the College of Die in Dauphiny, was expelled from 
Franee by the influence of Cardinal Richelieu, and had 
come over US London, thought proper to invite him to 
the Professorship of Divinity in the College of Edin- 
burgh ; and in order to make way for tins arrange- 
ment, Mr. James Fairly was called to exercise the im 
ministry along with Mr. Andrew Ramsay in the south- J^ f J* J 'jjjj 



west district of the city ; in consequence of which he .m. n Sharp 



resigned his office in the University, and on the 1 7th. j£I? ( !f ro 
of November, Dr. John Sharp was elected to succeed vta,tjr ' 
him as Professor of Divinity. 1 

On the 29th of December in the same year, Charles Donation. 
Shearer of Dort, in Holland, probably related to the 
former donor of the same name, delivered to the City 
Treasurer 1000 marks, the interest to be paid annually 
to himself during his life, and afterwards, in the same 
way to his cousin John {Shearer, at Cambusmiln in 
Monteith, and then to remain as a donation for aug- 
menting the salary of the Professor of Divinity. 

In October 1630, after the vacation, the new Bejan mo 



class assembled under the care of Mr. John Brown, the 

xux. 

other Professors proceeding in rotation with the other 
classes, till the 23d of July 1631, when Mr. Robert 1631 
Rankin brought the forty-third class to the usual de- r£tot& 

° . third CIam 

gree, being forty-three m number. gndniteA 

During the vacation, Mr. William King, after hav- ()n thft 
ing been a Regent in the College twenty-three years, wuuSn r " 
accepted of a call to be minister at Cramond ; upon 
which the Council, in consequence of a previous pro- 
mise given to the Earl of Airth and some others, 

' Dr. Sharp had a salary allowed him of 1200 marks, with a house. 
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Mr. Aiex- elected Mr. Alexander Hepburn, formerly mentioned, 

mihUt Hep A * 

ttSty 1 -"** to supply the vacant Professorship. 
rmm*<* In the following October, at the opening of the 
ocwr fiftieth session, Mr. Rankin in course took the charge 



'* of the new class, while the other Professors proceeded 
in rotation with the other classes; Mr. Alexander 
Hepburn, the new Professor, having the charge of the 
Magistrand, in place of Mr. William King, till the 21st 
,1*^ of July 1032, when the former graduated the forty- 
SJL fourth class, which he had instructed during the pre- 

i. ce j m g sesg j onj being thirty-three in number. 
r/«atcjrby On the 18th of January this year, Thomas Charteris 

John By mi, J J 

oJSidL** aof delivered to the City Treasurer 300 marks, a donation 
to the College by his father-in-law, John Byres of 
Coats, late Dean of Guild of the City. 
<><toWr In October, after the annual vacation, Mr. Alex- 

Hi'mnIhii LI. 

ander Hepburn took upon him the charge of the new 

Bejan class, and the other Professors proceeded in their 

order with the other classes. 

lwa . On 2 2d of June the forty-fifth class, under Mr. 

Tim i ••• t > •' Andrew Stevenson, was advanced to the Masters degree, 
nnh cum 9 o 

gmiiMUKL rp| ie graduation was perfonned in the lower hall of the 
College, as had been the case the preceding year, and 
as continued to be the case till the year 1055. This 
year the graduation was held at an earlier period than 
usual, on account of the bustle occasioned by the King's 
presence in the city, and the holding of the Parlia- 
ment. 

His Majesty had made a journey into Scotland in 
order to be crowned at Edinburgh, and on the 15th of 
June he entered the city, and was received with sin- 
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cere affection and loud acclamations by all ranks of 
his subjects. The streets through which he proceeded 
were decorated in the most pompous and splendid 
manner. Ostentatious magnificence, rather than ele- 
gance of taste, was consulted on this occasion, and the 
Scots, preposterously enough, boasted that this ex- 
hibition was nothing inferior in grandeur to the 
entries of the mightiest princes in Christendom for 
120 years before. All the pageantry and the speeches 
delivered at this splendid procession, were devised or 
composed by Mr. John Adamson, Principal of the 
University, and the celebrated William Drummond 
of Hawthoraden, assisted by Mr. Thomas Crawford, 
then head-master of the High School, and a committee 
of citizens. The particulars of this splendid cere- 
mony have been enumerated and recorded by different 
authors. 1 Nor was the College of Edinburgh deficient 
in loyalty and respect to his Majesty at this time. As 
the effusions of their gratitude to the former King, 
when he visited Scotland after an absence of fourteen 
years, had been published in The Muses Welcome to 
the High and Mighty Prince James, of which book 
Principal Adamson had been the editor ; so there now 
appeared a collection of poetieal congratulations ad 
dressed to the less fortunate Charles when he came to be 
crowned at Edinburgh, published under the direction 
of the same learned person, and consisting of a great 
variety of copies of verses by different authors, in 

1 Rushworth's Historical Collections, the present made, ami the banquet 

I«rt ii. p. 181. Maitland's History of given on this occasion, cost the citi- 

Edinburgh, p. 65. "The King's entry," zens the sum of £41,489, 7«. Scottish 

say* Maitlaml (p. 69), " together with money." 

G 
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Greek, in Latin, and in English. 1 But the rejoicing 
was not of long duration. 

The King, by following too implicitly the advices of 
Laud, which coincided with his own passionate fond- 
ness for the complete establishment of Episcopacy in 
Scotland, and for accomplishing which his father had, 
not very auspiciously, begun, created a source of in- 
finite calamity to the nation and to himself. In 
addition to the five obnoxious articles proposed by 
the Lite King, approved by the Perth Assembly in 
1618, and ratified in Parliament in the year 1621, it 
wiis now determined to have a body of canons and 
a Liturgy introduced and obtruded upon the nation, 
the great majority of whom, it was easy to perceive, 
were entirely averse to that mode of conducting their 
religious worship. In the Parliament, which was 
dissolved on the 28th of June, evident symptoms of 
partiality to the hierarchy had been displayed ; and 
from that time the King looked with an unfavourable 
aspect on those of his subjects who differed from him 
in their sentiments on ecclesiastical government. 2 On 
the other hand, the bishops and those who concurred 
with them were received with the greatest favour. 
Bui, while the Episcopal faction was elated, the great 
majority of the nation were disgusted ; and to add to 
this discontent, many of the prelates, and those who 
adhered to them, were imprudent enough to inculcate 

• [Under the following title :— 4to, 5t> leave*, including the English 

" KHOA1A Mvhahvm Edinknsu m poems by Da vid Primrose and Willi* 0 

IN Caiioi.i lU'gi*, Muslim i Tutani, in- Douglas.] 

«nmnu in Scotiam. Bdinbutgi exen- 1 Rushworth's Historical Collection*, 

dcUnt H»rede* Andrea- Hart lo*33," vol. ii. p. 183. 
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and disseminate Arminian doctrines. In this situation 
of affairs the Universities, it may be supposed, and as 
will presently appear, were not entirely exempted from 
the animosities and divisions which agitated the rest 
of the nation. 

Meanwhile, the College having met after the vaca- im . 
tion, Mr. Stevenson in rotation entered to the charge 
of the new Bejan class, while the other Professors 
conducted the other classes in the usual order. 

In December, a vacancy happened in the Professor- Mr . John 
ship of Humanity, by the resignation of Mr. John j^Jgjj 0 t * M! 
Armour, who had accepted of a Professorship of Philo- Sanity 
sophy in the old College of St. Andrews. A com- 
parative trial* being announced, three competitors 
appeared for the vacant otiice, Mr. James A damson, 
nephew to the Principal, Mr. Archibald Newton, son 
to a citizen of Edinburgh, both of them masters in 

■ 

the High School, and Mr. Alexander Gibson, son to 
a writer. The subject of the trial was an ode of 
Horace, the seventh of the first book, upon which 
each of the candidates was required to speak nearly 
an hour. The first made a very respectable appear- 
ance ; but the contest ran betwixt the other two. Mr. 
Xewton was generally understood to be of superior 
ability ; but as he was obnoxious to the Episcopal 
party, whose influence had now become formidable, the 
Judges, with an indecent partiality, declared in favour I)er 27 
of Mr. Alexander Gibson, who was accordingly elected ;!;;^';.! , ,^;" th 
and admitted to the office on the 27th of December. 1 ESS*' 

• Mr. James Adamson afterwards was a minister in Ireland, and Mr. Newton 
minister of Lit>erton. 
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i«»4. On the 19 th of next February, the City Treasurer 

Feb. 19. . n 

a donation, received from James Ellis a legacy of 1300 marks, 
which had been bequeathed by his father and grand- 
father for augmenting the provision for a Professor of 
Divinity. 

juiy 2«. On the 26th of July, Mr. John Brown's class, being 
gxttCtoM the forty-sixth, and consisting of thirty-nine students, 
received the usual degree in the lower hall of the 
College. 

1634 . In October after the vacation, Mr. Brown colli- 
sion menced a new course with a new Beian class, while 
the other Professors proceeded in the usual mode with 
the other classes till the 25th of July, when the forty- 
seventh class, under Mr. Robert RankiBj obtained the 
graduated. Master's degree with the usual solemnity. 

Ever since the first graduation, conducted by Mr. 
Robert Rollock in the year 1587, it had been the 
subtil.- custom for the candidates to subscribe the short 
Confession of Faith or Covenant, which had been 
drawn up in the year 1581, and first subscribed by 
King James and his household, 1 and soon after by 
persons of all ranks, and again by all sorts of per- 
sons in the year 1590, and which afterwards made 
the first part of the National Covenant 2 adopted in 
the years 1638 and 1639 ; but the prelates and 
ministers who adhered to them, after many former 
fruitless attempts, succeeded this year in prevailing 
with the Masters of the College, with the exception 

1 See Collection of Confessions, pab< stead of " the National Covenant," ha* 

lished by James Watson, 1722, vol. ii. the words, "the famous Solemn League 

pp. 103, 120. and Covenant," which was only first 

» [Professor Dalzel, in his ms., in- adopted in 1644. See p. 123.] 



lions. 
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of Mr. Andrew Stevenson, who protested against the 
measure, to discontinue their subscription, and to 
cause the candidates to subscribe in place of it a short 
Oath containing a renunciation of Popery. 1 Accord- 
ingly this engagement still appears in the graduation- 
book, at the head of the subscriptions by Mr. Rankin's 
students graduated this year, and of those who were 
graduated the two succeeding years. In the year 
1604, the Principal and Professors, as well as the 
graduates, had begun to subscribe also a solemn en- 
gagement to remain affectionate and dutiful to the 
University of Edinburgh where they had received their 
education ; and from that date till the year 1639, a 
double subscription appears regularly in the Gradua- 
tion-Book, after which time the former of the two 
was omitted. 

In the beginning of April this year, the Town- 
Council, from the sense they entertained of the merit 
of Dr. John Sharp, Professor of Divinity, allowed him 
300 marks, as an augmentation of his stipend, which 
sum was paid annually till the year 1638. 

On the 2 2d of the same month, the Council also Anrii2->. 

Mr. Kenneth 

agreed to relieve the Principal of the labour of keeping £££ 
the Library, and they elected Mr. Kenneth Logic, son wy u 
to Mr. James Logie, Advocate, who was recommended 
as a proper person for undertaking that charge. He 
had been employed to assist the Principal in arranging 
the Iwoks, and in making a catalogue of them, a copy 
of which the Principal delivered to the Council on 

• [Thin and the other Oaths to which " A Catalogue of the Edinburgh Gra- 
tbe author refers, will he found in the duates," etc. ESdinb. 1858, 8vo.] 
volume lately published, containing 
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the same day. An annual salary of 4»»o marks was 
granted to the new Librarian- wirh ^rtain fees and 
perquisites incident to the office, and regulations wen- 
drawn up nj«pectin«r the times of the librarian's 
attendance, and the admission of students to the 
twe of the books, whieh still were kept in the 
higher hall 1 

At the opening of the fifty-fourth session in October 
1635, Mr. Robert Rankin had the charge of the new 
lVj;m elass, which being matriculated after it was 
fully convened, according to the custom which now 
prevailed, amounted to the number of fifty- nine 
Htudenta 

In January 1636, a donation of 100 marks was 
delivered by James Muir to the City Treasurer, as a 
contribution towards the maintenance of bursars. 

In April 1636, it was thought proper to augment 
the Principal's salary to 2000 marks including his 
house-rent, and to assist in completing that part of 
the old College fabric encompassing a small lower 
court, which formerly occupied the same ground where 
the Anatomical Theatre and Museum now stand. Mr. 
James Keith of Edmonston contributed 500 marks. 



• A note about Porters : see Craw- 
ford's mmh. [The passage here referred 
to may be quoted: "From the first 
tlmei Of the < "ollege, the Porter thereof 
wan chosen, either out of the supreme 
class, or out of those who were lately 
graduated : These being always students 
in Divinity, ami aiming at the ministry, 
hid many avocation* from their attend- 
ance : In consideration whereof, anno 
lflJM, Mr. John Sinclair den litting (who 
thereafter wan minister at Pennycuik), 
Mr. John Adamson, Principal, moved 



to the Council, that the Porter should 
be chosen such an one as had no avo- 
cation from his constant attendance, 
especially a bookbinder, who might 
employ himself at work within the 
gate of the College, in a room fit for 
the purpose : Hereupon, David Smith, 
bookbinder, was elected Porter ; who. 
•lying this year, 1636, one Robert Bin- 
all succeeded to him ; and he dying 
also in the vacance 1639, one Janet 
Marshell tilled his place."] 
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< >n the 23d of July, the graduation of the forty- mm. 
eighth class, under the care of Mr. Alexander Hep- JJ^;^ S 
liurn, twenty four in number, was performed in the 8f * dMtad 
usual manner in the lower College hall. 

The College being again met after the vacation, the October, 
new Bejan class, now conducted by Mr. Hepburn, was 
found, at the matriculation, to consist of. fifty-seven 
students. Meanwhile, before the end of October, 
Mr. Alexander Gibson, to the surprise of his friends, On the r*« 
reigned the Professorship of Humanity, and ac- ^£ 
<*epted of an invitation to l>e master of the Grammar Km, 
School in the Canongate. Upon announcing the [gj* J 0 
vacancy, and inviting candidates by means of public "" u . , u lty ' 
programs, to stand a comparative trial, Mr. James 
Wiseman, master of the Grammar School at Lin- 
lithgow, alone appeared ; and, being without a com- 
petitor, he was required by the Judges to give a 
'liscouree upon an ode of Horace, the twenty-eighth 
of the first book, and was appointed to the office on 
the 1 1th of November. 
On Monday, the 2 2d of July KJ37, the forty-ninth lflr 
ler the charge of Mr. Andrew Stevenson, Tin- f' Vlv 

ninth < lass 

forty-five in Dumber, were graduated in the common K ™ dUBtri1 
ball of the college. 

Tins was the day immediately after the famous 
heck given to the encroachments of Prelacy in Scot 
Lin<L The new Service- Book, or Liturffv for the 
ilnn^n of that kingdom, devised by the Scotiflh Pre- 
late* under the auspices of Archbishop Laud, was now 
[Tinted and ready to l>e introduced. The Book of 
Common Prayer of the Church of England had fur- 
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nished the model. A few deviations had been adopted, 
hut these seemed most imprudently calculated to 
favour Popery and Arminianism ; and the minds of 
the people became so much incensed that the intro- 
duction of this new religious service was considered 
by them as almost equivalent to the restoration of the 
Mass. 1 By a royal mandate the Ministers of Edin- 
burgh had been ordered to announce from the pulpit 
on the preceding Sunday the intended commence- 
ment of this new ritual. Mr. Andrew Ramsay alone 
had the boldness to refuse, and Mr. Henry Rollock, 
after some hesitation, followed his example. During 
the intervening week a general alarm prevailed among 
the people. Edinburgh which, at the Reformation, was 
not a bishopric, had been by King Charles himself 
erected into an episcopal see so late as the year 1633, 
and the Collegiate Church of St. Giles was made the 
cathedral. David Lindsay the Bishop, on the day 
appointed, attended by James Hannay the Dean, and 
Alexander Thomson, a minister, came into the middle 
district or nave of the cathedral, where a great con- 
gregation was assembled ; the eastern part or chancel 
being yet under a state of repair for the altar and 
other apparatus adapted to the Episcopal communion. 
No sooner had the Dean begun the service than then 1 
ensued a great tumult, the particulars of which have 

1 The book was printed under the privilegio." in fol. There appears pre- 

following title : " The Booke of Com- fixed n royal proclamation for authori- 

nion Prayer, ami Administration of the zing the use of it throughout the realm 

Sacraments. And other parts of Divine of Scotland. One of the copies belong- 

Service for the use of the Church of ing to the University of Edinburgh has 

Scotland. Edinburgh, printed by Ro- the following M8. inscription :— u Ego 

b»'il Young, Printer to the King's most donatus sum Acidemia* Edinhurgemv 

excellent Majestic m.ik'.xxxvh. Cum a Magisterii Candidatis. a.d. N87 " 
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been recorded by various historians, and are well 
known. The Magistrates interposed their authority, 
and with difficulty excluded the most turbulent of 
the people. The service proceeded, but with much 
annoyance from without ; and, at the conclusion, the 
Bishop and Dean, with much ado, escaped the faiy of 
the incensed multitude. In the Greyfriars Church 
the Bishop of Argyle, who officiated there, experienced 
a similar treatment. The afternoon service in different 
churches, by the vigilance of the Magistrates, was 
performed with much greater tranquillity. But a 
universal bustle and trepidation prevailed throughout 
the city. From this imprudent attempt on the part 
of the King and the Bishops, proceeded those fatal 
commotions which agitated the nation for many years. 
The first effect of it was an association of ministers, 
with many of the nobility, gentry, and most of the 
burgesses and commons throughout the nation, for the 
purpose of restoring the Presbyterian mode of worship 
and church government, as it had been established 
}>efore the encroachments of the Episcopal hierarchy. 
Many supplications were presented to the Privy-Coun- 
cil, and also to the King himself, on the part of the 
Presbyterians ; but the influence of the Bishops and 
certain courtiers prevented those earnest solicitations 
from having the desired effect. At length the reso- 
lution was taken to renew the Covenant for religion. 
This new Covenant which was agreed upon, consisted 
of three parts : 1. The old Covenant, which had been 
originally subscribed by the late King in 1581, and 
which was formerly mentioned ; 2. An enumeration of 



Digitized by Google 



106 HISTORY OF THE 

various Acts of Parliament in support of the Reformed 
religion ; 3. A conclusion applicable to the particular 
occasion. It is astonishing with what earnestness per- 
sons of all ranks entered into this solemn engage- 
ment, and hastened to bind themselves to its observ- 
ance by their oaths and subscriptions. Among those 
who strenuously promoted it were the Professors of 
the University of Edinburgh, with the exception of 
only two of their number, Mr. Robert Rankin and 
Mr. John Brown. 1 
im. In October 1637, the classes had as usual assembled 

October. _ 1 , 

s™»jou lvj. after the vacation, when Mr. Andrew Stevenson under- 
took the charge of the new Bejan class ; and at the 
close of the session, Mr. John Browns students, thirty- 
two in number, being now in the fourth year of their 
course, were prepared for receiving the Master s degree 
im. on the 20th of July 1638. But though their theses 
were distributed, it was thought proper to perform the 

*u*\ private ceremonv 0 f graduation in a private manner, without 

the usual disputation. Mr. Brown, as well as Mr. 
Rankin, had by this time incurred the displeasure of 
the Covenanters, who were now become very numerous, 
and whose influence was sufficient for depriving them 
of the countenance of the patrons and of the public. 
These two obnoxious Regents, who persisted in their 
refusal to take the Covenant, were arraigned before 

1 u Edinburgh continues constant. Forrester] in North Leith, all the Col- 
Mr. Henry [Bollock] and Andrew lege, Principal, Dr. Sharp, Regents, 
[Ramsay], yea, Mr. Robert Blair, and [and] all the scholars (except Mr. Rol>ert 
Mr. James Hamilton, and Mr. John Rankin and Mr. John Brown, with 
Livingstone preach there to the people's some few others with them), have sub- 
heart. Mr. Matthew Weems in the scribed and sworn." — Bail lie's printed 
Canongate. Mr. Forfair [err. for David Utters, vol. i. p. 47. 
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the Town-Council on the 24th of August as persons of 
whom the greatest part of the nation entertained a 
most unfavourable opinion. 1 Upon their appearance, 
in consequence of letters of summons, the Council, at 
two different meetings, deliberated upon the case, and 
resolved to take the advice of the Ministers before 
they pronounced any sentence. On the 5th of Sep- Mr John 

J r J r Brown and 

tember the whole Council, with most of the Ministers, jJJSJjJ 
being assembled, they deprived the two delinquents of 
their offices, alleging, as an extenuation of the violence 
of this proceeding, that they had been originally elected 
only during the pleasure of the patrons. 

At another meeting on the 26th of September the a mpm 

tive trial for 

Council appointed a day for holding a comparative ^ Profe- - 
trial of candidates for supplying the two vacant Pro- 
fessorships, and they ordered programs of invitation 
to l>e affixed on the gates of the Colleges of St. An- 
<lrews and Glasgow. Aberdeen was omitted, probably 



because the doctors of that City and University were 
among the few who had strenuously opposed the Cove- 
nant. Four competitors appeared — Mr. James Wise- 
man, professor of Humanity, and three other Masters 
of Arts, viz., Duncan Forrester, Patrick Colvill, and 
Robert Young, the first of whom had taken his degree 
at St Andrews in 1634, the second at Edinburgh in 
1629, and the third at Glasgow in 1638. Mr Andrew 
Ramsay and Mr. Henry Rollock, ministers, and Mr. 
Thomas Crawford, then Rector of the High School, 
were appointed to assist the Principal and the remain- 
ing Professors in conducting the trial. Each candi- 

1 Town.(Vmncil Records of that date. 
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date was employed three-quarters of an hour in 
handling a subject which had been presented to liim 
three days before, and each was required to defend a 
thesis against three other competitors, who disputed 
with him severally for half an hour. The Judges, at 
the close of the examination, decided unanimously in 
favour of Mr. Wiseman and Mr. Forrester. But, after 
a conference held with the Town-Council, it was 
thought expedient that one of the two vacant offices 
should be supplied by a person of experience, and 
less, therefore Mr. James Wright, who, after taking his 



OctoWr *.»« 



wrighT'" degree at Edinburgh in the year 1627, had discharged 
twenty-fifth, the duty of a Professor of Philosophy at St, Andrews 
for four years with great applause, was pitched upon ; 
and being elected in place of Mr. John Brown on the 
26th of October, he undertook the charge of the new 
mm. Beian class. Mr. Wiseman, in preference to Mr. 

Nov. 10. J r 

juLmwim- Forrester, was chosen in place of Mr. Rankin, on the 
10th of November, and entered, of course, to the charge 



nun the 

twenty Hixth 
I'rofeHMor of 

philosophy 0 f f.j )e Matristrand class. 



Mr. Wisemans election having vacated the Profes- 
sorship of Humanity, the Town-Council on the 14th of 
November chose their delegates to meet with those 
from the College of Justice, to be present at a com- 
parative trial previously announced for that day. 
Two competitors appeared, Mr. Robert Fairly, who 
had taken his degree in the year 1624, and had been 
a successful teacher of Latin for many years, and Mr. 
Mr.RoWrt Robert Young formerly mentioned. The strict trial 
! K nth (t( ^ a P erfltr(,m lib*'* was adopted ; and Mr. Young, 
nl3' ,f contrary to expectation, was unanimously preferred 
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hy the Judges, and chosen to succeed Mr. Wiseman 
as Professor of Humanity on the 16th of the same 
month. 1 

This year is famous for the General Assembly of the n.»v n. 
Church which met at Glasgow on the 21st of Novem- ^' t b ^ 
l>er. The King's authority for holding this celebrated 
convention was at last obtained, or rather extorted by 
the intrepidity and perseverance of the Covenanters. 
Mr. Alexander Henderson, then minister at Leuchars, 
and one of the delegates from the Presbytery of St. 
Andrews, was elected Moderator ; and Mr. Archibald 
Johnston, Advocate, afterwards better known by the 
appellation of Lord Warriston, was chosen Clerk. 
Though the Marquis of Hamilton, the Kings Com- 
missioner, did everything in his power to control the 
Assembly, in particular, to prevent all hostile proce- 
dure against the Prelates, and to act in every respect 
conformably to the instructions he had received from 
the King, yet the reverend court, having found them- 
selves lawfully constituted, proceeded in their own way, 
without yielding in the least to the Commissioner; 
which exasperated him so much, that on the 28th of 
November, the seventh day of their sitting, he dissolved 
the Assembly in his Majesty's name, and Issued a pro 
clamation the next day prohibiting them from all 
further meetiug under pain of treason. Nevertheless, 
the meml>ers continued to sit until the 2uth of 
December, when they finished then- business, the prin- 
cipal part of which was the abolition of the High 
Commission, the Articles of Perth, the Canons, the 

• Town-Council Kecouls ol that date. 



Digitized by 



1 J o 



HISTORY OF THE 



Liturgy, and the whole fabric of Episcopacy, which 
James and Charles for a course of years had taken so 
much pains gradually to rear. Mr. John Adamson, 
Principal of the University of Edinburgh, represented 
that society in this Assembly. Though the Assembly 
had invariably expressed the greatest respect for the 
King, yet his Majesty was extremely displeased with 
their proceedings, and had, even before their dissolu- 
tion, formed the rash and ill-advised design of com- 
meneing open hostilities against the Covenanters. 
This was a fatal period, threatening the disturbance of 
that uninterrupted tranquillity, at least that freedom 
from war, which the nation had experienced for more 
than half a century. In a cause such as that in 
which they were engaged, the Covenanters persuaded 
themselves that resistance was legal ; and they took the 
most prudent measures for opposing the force which 
was prewiring against them. In the beginning of 
May, a powerful fleet which the King had equipped, 
entered the Firth of Forth, under the command of the 
Marquis of Hamilton, while Charles in person advanced 
with a numerous army towards the Border. The 
country was alarmed. The inhabitants near the sea 
assembled for the purpose of guarding the coasts 
against the fleet, and an army took the field under 
the command of General Leslie, to oppose the Kings 
forces on the Border. 
I*.,. These commotions had accelerated the vacation of 

April 1 1 

the College. And so early as the 17th of April, the 
Magistrand class, under the charge of Mr. James Wise- 
man, forty-two in number, were graduated in a private 
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ter in the upper College ball, without the usual 
<lisputation, in presence only of the Town-Council, 
Ministers of the city, and Masters of the College. 

After the appearances of hostility that had been 
exhibited by the King and the Covenanters, it was 
thought prudent on both sides to come to an acconi 
modation ; and a pacification having been accordingly 
concluded, the King permitted another General As 
sembly and a Parliament to meet at Edinburgh, the 
former on the 6th, and the latter on the 20th of 
August. 

In the following October the College as usual as- i«w. 
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d, Mr. James Wiseman taking the charge of the 
new Bejan class, Mr. James Wright proceeding with 
the Semi, Mr. Andrew Stevenson with the Bachelor, 
and Mr. Alexander Hepburn with the Magistrand. 

In December the revenue of the College was aug- BomenWi 

° ° donation, 

mented by a larger private donation than any that 
bad hitherto been received. Mr. Bartholomew Somer- 
ville, the son of Peter Somerville, an opulent burgess 
and bailie of Edinburgh, being without children, con- 
veyed to the College, for the support of a Professor of 
Divinity, the sum of 20,000 marks, and also 6000 
marks to purchase for his accommodation an adjacent 
house and garden w T hich belonged to Sir James Skene. 
About the same time David Mackall, late bailie, an «i Ma<» 

kail's 

bequeathed to the College 1200 marks for the main- 
tenance of tw r o bursars, and also a similar sum for the 
increase of the Library. 

On the 25th of the same month, Mr. Andrew m*. 
Stevenson, who had accepted of a call to be minister ° n thc ^ 
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MKnation of at Dunbar, resigned his Professorship ; and on the 2 7th, 
jj v ^ Mr. Duncan Forrester, 1 who had been much approved 
ciSSd* 1 " of by the judges in a former trial was elected in his 

twenty- 

JEStf 0 " place, and was the twenty-seventh Professor of Philo- 
pukMophy. g0 pj lv m t j le University of Edinburgh. 

Though hostilities were renewed in the succeeding 
year on the part of the King against the Covenanters, 
and the whole nation, particularly the City of Edin- 
burgh, was again alarmed by the threatenings of war, 
the Town-Council continued to display a laudable zeal 
for the interest of their College. In a meeting held 
iwo. on the 8th of January, it was resolved that the office 

January 8. 

SrSSSr °f Rector should be revived and continued annually, 
%S££t and that the person invested with this dignity should 
have the general inspection of the whole University, 
and be assisted by six Assessors, selected from the 
Council of the City, the Ministers, and the Masters of 
the College. 

It was, moreover, ordained that this academical 
magistrate should preside in public meetings, and on 
other solemn occasions, and be distinguished by hav- 
ing a silver mace carried before him. 2 And, for ascer- 
taining with greater precision than formerly the nature 



1 (Crawford says, " He was son to 
David Forrester, an honest, pious mi- 
nister at North Leitb,"— who is men- 
tioned in the foot note to p. KKi. ] 

5 George Buchanan, a student, was 
elected to attend the Rector as heiulle 
or macer, with an annual salary of 20 
pounds. - Town-Council Records. The 
Rector, too, was arrayed in a more 
splendid rol» e than those of the Prin- 
eipal and Professors. The gown which 
Mr. Henderson wort- as Rector is still 



preserved in the College chest, and 
is thus described in a list of some 
curiosities deposited there : — " Toga 
D. D. Alexandri Hendersoni Carolo i. 
I Regi a Sacris, et Academue quondam 
Reetoris. Est e pan no Cilwiuo tenui- 
ore, collo ver6 quadrangulari forma 
l»artil>us a fronte replicatis assuto, 
manicis apertis et promissis, usque 
tilmlis sericis candatis et ansulis simi- 
lilms exoraatis, undique vcro serio 
villos prate xta." 
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ai>i rrxtrrnt his durv. tht Town lAnuieiL thi> 
•rvasion, enacted and authorized a set of regulations 
an-i directions to be observed bv the new Rector and 
his s^ict:-es^>rs in office 

These Regulations are as follows : — 

- 1. I*. na ... The Rector shall wisely consider and caAfuUy 
-tetrve what things may serre for the go»«d education of tho youth, 
ml for the flourishing estate of the College, whether in the rents 
V^iUdings, or in ordering of the Masters. Professors* and Students. 
He shall be the eye of the Council of the town for universal inspeo- 
tii .n, and as the mouth of the College for giving information and 
delivering such overtures to the Council as himself and his assessors 
shall find convenient. 

« 2. Item. He shall be careful that neither the Principal, Pro 
feaaors, nor Regents, nor any other member of the said College, be 
deficient in their duty prescribed by the laws and statutes of the 
College. He shall advise them, and if need V he shall admonish 
them, but with that respect which is due to their places : and in 
case they amend not what he judges amiss, he shall, after the second 
admonition, make the matter known to the Council of the town. 

"3. Item. The Rector and his Assessors shall cognosce and 
judge of all complaints and debates not projMT for the civil nor 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction, which shall happen to arise amongst any 
of the prime masters of the College, or amongst the Principal, Pro- 
fessors, or Regents, or any of them ; as also of such complaints and 
debates, as may arise betwixt any of the students of philosophy, or 
any of the students of divinity, or betwixt any of these and the 
students of any other profession, or betwixt any of the students of 
the professions amongst themselves ; he shall labour to com]>ose them 
justly and without scandal, but so that it shall be lawful for any of 
the parties to appeal to the Town -Council. 

" 4. Item. The Rector shall have in his custody the Matricular 
of the College, containing the names of all the students of whatso- 
ever profession, who at their entry shall swear and subserilMi in his 
presence, and in presence of the Principal ami Regents of the class, 
if he shall be a student of philosophy, and if he be a student of any 
other profession, in presence of the Principal and Professor of the 

H 
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said profession, and obedience to the laws and onlers of the Col- 
lege, with their fidelity and forwardness for advancing thereof, 
all the days of their lives ; and immediately before they receive 
the degree, shall appear in the common hall, swear and subscrilx; the 
Confession of Faith, as it is prescribed by the late General Assembly 
held at Edinburgh in the month of August 1G39. 

11 5. Item. The Rector shall have a written register of the names 
of the benefactors, with the expression of their particular beneficence, 
whether it be in lands, rents, sums of money, books, or any other 
way of lil»erality, that there may be preserved that honourable com 
memoration of them that may be made at such solemn times as shall 
be thought fit, and that others may be moved to follow their laudable 
example. 

" 6. Item. The Rector shall receive from the Council a tran- 
sumpt of the whole rental and sums of money belonging to the said 
College, subscribed with the hand of the common clerk, that he may 
ripely advise how far it may extend and be employed for the weal of 
the College, at the will of the Council. 

" 7. Item. The Rector shall not only be present at the solemn 
meetings of the College, but also shall be invited by the I*reses to 
begin and go before the rest in all the public disputes of philosophy 
and divinity. Anent all and sundry which particulars, and every one 
of them, contained in the articles above written, the. said Provost 
Bailies, Council, and Deacons of crafts, Patrons of the said College, 
grant and give, by these presents, to the Rector presently and 
hereafter to be chosen, their full power and ample commission for 
doing and exercising the haill particulars contained in the articles 
alx>ve written, in manner therein set down, siclyke and as freely as 
they might do themselves in all respects." 1 



Mr Alex- 
ander Hen- 
derson 
rlerted 
Rertor 



In pursuance of the Town-Council's resolution, 
ilr. Alexander Henderson, the well-known moderator 
of the famous General Assembly held at Glasgow, and 
who, soon after that Assembly, had been translated 
from the country parish of Leuchars to be minister of 
the great church of Edinburgh, was elected Rector of 

> Town. Council Records, vol. xv. y. 113. 
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the University for the ensuing year. 1 George Suttie, 
one of the bailies, James Cochran, dean of guild, Mr. The Rector* 
Andrew Ramsay and Mr. Henry Rollock, two of the 
ministers, Mr. John Adamson, Principal of the College, 
;ind Mr. Alexander Hepburn, one of the regents, were 
chosen as his Assessors. 

The College now consisted of the following members, 
viz. :— 

Mr. Alexander HenderHon, Rector of the University. 
Mr. John Adumfton, Principal 
Dr. John Sharp, Profeasor of Divinity. 
Mr. Jame» Wiseman, j 
Mr. James Wright, I 
Mr. Duncan Forrester, 
Mr. Alexander Hepburn, ' 
Mr. Robert Young, Professor of Humanity. 
Mr. Kenneth Logie, Librarian. 

Hitherto the revenues of the College had been under 
the charge of the Treasurer for the City, but in conse- 
quence of the considerable accessions lately made to 
them, it was thought projxr that the College funds 
should be separated from those of the City, and that a 
particular treasurer should l>e apjxnnted to manage 
them. Accordingly, John Jossie was, on the last day J ihfiJ 
of January, elected College Treasurer, and a Committee oaiS! 

Tn-H.-»urrr 



Professors of Philosophy. 



» Mr. Henderson waa now plainly 
a*iden*i a* the mo*t emim-nt of the 
f*rr«l.ylen«n Minuter*, and wa» after- 
»at>U employed in varioun im|*>rtant 
ra>»*iorm. He had already t>een ap- 
pmntad one of the commissioner* to 
with the Englt.h about a pacin- 
with the King near the Border 
June HW>. On the Wh of that 
ith he wa« in the Earl of Arundel's 



tent, where the King tru present ; ami 
Lord Loudoun and he w<rethe principal 
spokesmen in defmce of the late trans- 
action* in Scotland. He lx>re a princi- 
pal share in the delates of the Assem- 
bly held in August this year ; and at 
the opening of the Parliament on the 
31*t of the same month he preached a 
sermon on the end. duty, and utility of 
Mapntracv. 
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appointed to prepare a distinct statement of all that 
had be^n destined for the support of the College. 1 

The paeitkation agreed up*>n the preceding year 
between the King and the Covenanters proved but of 
short duration. Mutual jealousies had continued to 
prevail, and the unfortunate and ill advised monarch 
recurred to his farmer expedient of drawing the sword 
against his Scottish subjects. * When intelligence was 
brought of an army t>eing raised in England to invade 
Scotland, preparation was made for a vigorous resist- 
ance. The bustle which the levies occasioned, and 
particularly the siege of the Castle of Edinburgh by 
(w* neral Leslie, interrupted the studies in the College, 
and obliged the Professors to conclude the session so 
i mo early as the 3d of April, on which day the act of 

April*. \ 

VZ™u : i*m graduating Mr. Alexander Hepburn's class, which con- 
Kf*in*t"! H j st( . ( j 0 f thirty-nine students, and composed the fifty- 
Hecond class since the institution of the College, was 
performed in a private manner, as had been the case 
the foregoing year. 

Meanwhile the funds of the College continued to 
jftiitt»t»tr» recei ve considerable additions. Robert Johnston, LL.D., 

l*KM«-y for 

son of a citizen of Edinburgh, and who had lived many 



1 This Committee in a few days u The vicarage of the Kirk of Living- 
gave in to the Council a particular stone. 

detail of the College revenues, contain- "The tenuis of Kirkiml, parsonage 

ing, m recorded by Crawford in his and vicarage. 

Ilifttot y of the University : - " 2d, The henelit of the public inort- 

" 1»t, The primitive patrimony of the cloths given by the City, anno 1609." 

College, rormiat ingot the Archdeaconry [The remainder of the Committee's 

of Lothian, being the virarngu and par- report is here omitted, an the particti- 

aonage of Currle. lam it contains will be found in the 

"The ground annuals belonging to list of the Mortifications made to the 

the Prebendaries of the Kirk of Field, College from its origin to the t*eginning 

something short <•! 'JiiO pounds a year, of the year lt>56, inserted in Appendix.] 
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years in London, among various legacies bestowed for 
public uses in Scotland, bequeathed to the College of 
Edinburgh, in which he had been educated, £1000 ster- 
ling, to be consigned to the Town-Council for the pur- 
pose of purchasing land to produce an annual revenue 
of 1000 marks, for maintaining eight bursars, for which 
yearly rent the Council afterwards, in October 1641, 
gave infeftment on Bonnington Mills. 

About the end of May, Alexander Wright, merchant, wnght s 

donation 

bestowed on the College for augmenting the salaries 
of the Professors, the sum of 10,000 marks; and on 
the 24th of July, Mr. Alexander Henderson, Rector, 
and Mr. Henry Rollock, one of the ministers of the 
city, having borrowed from various well-disposed citi- 
zens the sum of 21,777 pounds Scots, for the use of Donatio,, of 

l • i n i a HU,n 

the public, and having taken a public bond for the Jjgjjjjj 
money, they obtained the unanimous consent of the 
creditors that the sum should be employed for the use 
of the College, and they assigned the bond for that 
purpose accordingly. 

Immediately after this transaction, Mr. Henderson 
set out for Aberdeen, to be present at the General 
Assembly which met there on the 28 th of the same 
month, and sat about ten days, and all the while with- 
out any Commissioner from the King. Principal 
Adamson was member for the University of Edin- 
burgh in that Assembly, as he had also been in the 
two preceding. Mr. Henderson, on his return, was 
appointed one of the chaplains to attend the army then 
on its march towards England. Soon after he reached 
the army he was sent back to Edinburgh, along with the 
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Earls of Rothes and Loudon and Mr. Archibald Johnston, 
to endeavour to provide canvas for tents, and a fresh 
supply of money for the army — a mission which proved 
very successful When the King's army was defeated 
by that of the Scots at Newburn, near Newcastle, and 
a treatv was held at Rippon, October 1, Mr. Henderson 
was appointed one of the Commissioners on the part 
of the Scots ; and when the treaty was transferred to 
London, he went thither also, accompanied by three 
other ministers, who went in the character of chaplains 
to the three noblemen who were on the Commission — 
Mr. Robert Blair, Mr. Robert Baillie, and Mr. George 
Gillespie. On Sunday the 7th of November, Mr. 
Henderson and Mr. Blair preached at Darlington. 
They remained at London till June following, main 
tained all the time at the expense of the City of 
London. 

hwo. Meanwhile the College having again assembled in 
October after a long vacation, Mr. Alexander Hepburn 
commenced the session with the new Bejan class, while 
the other Professors proceeded with the other classes 
in the usual order. 

Mr. James Wright, who had the charge of the 
n-»K Bachelor class, having received a call to be minister at 
Cockburnspath, resigned his Professorship on the 9 th 
of December. The patrons, considering that two new 
Regents had been admitted in the course of the two 
preceding years, were unwilling that a third without 
experience should be elected within so short a time, 
and therefore they agreed to invite Mr. Thomas Craw- 
ford to return from the office of Rector of the High 
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School to the College, where he had formerly held the 
Professorship of Humanity. 

Fie was a man much respected for his talents and Mr. Thomas 

Crawford 

learning. For his encouragement they first elected p^ 1 ^ 1 
him public Professor of the Mathematics, on the 30 th of Matte? 1 

matics, and 

December, with an annual salary of 600 marks during SBhJ 1 ? 
life ; and on the 6th of January following, he was re- piS"',/ 1,1 

James 

ceived as a Regent of Philosophy in place of Mr. Wrig,,t 
Wright, and proceeded with the charge of the Bachelor 
• lass. 

A legacy of 600 marks having been left by James 
Dalgleish, citizen, 1 for the use of the public, the Coun- naigiew.'a 

lt*Kacy. 

cil appointed that sum, together with some arrears of 

interest upon it, to go to the use of the College, for 

defraying part of the new mathematical salary. 

On the 29 th of January, Mr. Kenneth Logie, keeper 

of the Library, having accepted of a call to be minister 

at Skirling, Mr. Andrew Munro, son of a burgess of 

Edinburgh, was chosen to succeed him. 

On the 15th of July, Mr. Duncan Forresters class, 

. . Jul >' 15 

being the fifty-third, and twenty-eight in number, re- ™;f 

ceived the usual degree, after a public examination graduaU ' a 

and disputation in the lower hall, held according to 

the method originally practised in the College. 

This was the very day on which the Parliament had 

met, but they agreed to conclude on nothing, but only 

to sit and prepare business till the arrival of the King. 

The General Assembly of the Church met this year at 

St. Andrews on the 20 th of the same month, but by 

general consent was transferred to Edinburgh, where 

» [His legacy for the support of three bursars is noticed at p. 126.] 
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the second session was held on the 27th, when Mr. 
Alexander Henderson, newly arrived from England, 
was chosen Moderator, to whom Mr. Andrew Fairfoul, 
who had been appointed one of the representatives for 
the Presbvterv of Edinburgh, had yielded his place in 
the Assembly, Wing chosen to sit only in Mr. Hender- 
son s absence. In this Assembly certain overtures 
concerning Universities and Colleges were agreed to 
be laid before the King and the Parliament. 1 The 
King came to Holyroodhouse on the 14 th of August, 
and next day, being Sunday, he heard Mr. Henderson 
preach from Rom. xi. 36 ; and during the remainder 
of his stay in Scotland, he was very punctual in lus 
conformity with the Presbyterian form of worship. 
In this Parliament the King at last granted everything 
his Presbyterian subjects could wish. Among the 
objects of lus bounty, Mr. Henderson obtained a gift 
of the emoluments of the Dean of the Chapel-Royal, 
computed at 4000 marks per annum. On the 17th 
of November the riding of the Parliament was solemnly 
performed, and the King being seated on the throne, 
Mr. Henderson prayed, and the business of this last 
meeting being over, he concluded with a sermon. 
Next morning the King set out for London, leaving 
his Scottish subjects a most contented and happy 
people. 

Among the acts passed by this Parliament, the 
Church revenues paid formerly to the Bishops were 
ordered to be disposed of chiefly among the Univer- 
sities. The College of Edinburgh obtained the rents 

» See Art*, 8vo, p. H8. See also Overture aneut Bursnrs. p. 101. 
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of the bishopriek and deanery of Edinburgh and of 
Orkney, but they were found to be greatly impaired 
by former gifts. 

After the vacation of the College, Mr. Duncan F Or- October, 
rester had, in rotation, returned to the charge of a i**- 
new Bejan class, which, when matriculated on the 
20 th of December, amounted to the number of eighty- 
three. Mr. Alexander Hepburn proceeded with the 
Semi, Mr. James Wiseman with the Bachelor, and 
Mr. Thomas Crawford with the Magistrand. 

The Professor of Divinity had hitherto been accus- 
tomed to communicate to his students some knowledge 
of the Hebrew tongue, by giving them a lesson once 
a week. But it being thought proper that more time 
should be allotted to that study, and that it would be 
for the advantage of the College to have a separate 
Professor of Hebrew and other Oriental languages, the 
Council gave an invitation to Julius Conradus Otto, i«2. 

° ' Jan. 2d. 

a foreigner, of whose skill in that department they J3£fotto 
had heard a favourable report, to undertake the office. Sm p*©. 

feasor of 

They proposed to take a year's trial of the effect of his Hebww - 
learning and labour, and to bestow upon liim 1200 
marks for his support during that time. He accepted 
of the offer; and being appointed Professor of Hebrew 
and Oriental languages on the 26th of January 1642, 1 
his course of teaching for the ensuing session was 
announced by a public program. 

The College Treasurer on the 25th of February Wier'n Dona 
received 1000 marks, being a donation of Mausie 
Wier, widow of Richard Dobie, late Dean of Guild. 

1 Town-Council Reoonls. 
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It was employed for the support of a bursar cif 
Divinity. 

On the 15th of April, an act of Council was passed 
for building a new apartment for the Library : in 
pursuance of which that part of the fabric which now 
comprises the Museum and the Humanity class-room 
was soon after erected. 

!«*. In July 1642, Mr. Thomas Crawford brought the 
nlirtiToiaHH fifty-fourth class, twenty-five in number, to the 
public graduation in the lower hall of the College, 
with the usual solemnity. The Theses printed on this 
occasion are dedicated to the Earl of Loudon, Chan- 
cellor ; and as Mr. Crawford, along with his Regency, 
held also the office of public Professor of the Mathe- 
matics, he added, at the conclusion, several positions, 
under the title of " Theses Mathematics." 

Mr. Alexander Heuderson still continued to be 
Rector, and he with Principal Adamson were members 
of the General Assembly which met this year, 1 6 4 2, 
at St. Andrews, on the 27th of July, 
tktober Upon the meeting of the College in Oetol>er, after 

lxi the usual vacation, Mr. Crawford, in his turn, under 
took the charge of the new Ryan class, the Dumber 
of which, by the Matricular of the College still pre 
served, appears to have amounted to one hundred, on 
the 27th of January. 

In March, Bailie John Fleming, by advice of the 
Rector and his Assessors, bestowed the sum of 4000 
marks for repairing and augmenting the College build- 
ings. At this time, too, a donation of 500 marks was 
received, which had been granted in the year 1 2 .*> 
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by Sir Robert Denniston of Holland 1 for maintaining 
a bursar, after U*ing liferented by Christian Gibson, 
his widow. 

This spring, 1G43, Mr. Alexander Henderson, Rector, 
true one of the deputies sent to the King at Oxford, 
along with the Earl of Loudon, Warriston, and Mr. 
Ban-lay, to request liim to call his English Parliament, 
as the best measure for ol itaining peaee. But the 
deputation was attended with no success. Mr. Hen- 
derson gave an account of their proceedings to the 
Commission met March 10. 2 

On the 24th of July, Mr. James Wiseman brought i,v*.h. 
the n'fty-fifth class, thirty in number, to the 
Master's degree in the lower hall of the College. On v*"*** 
this occasion, after an intermission of thirteen years, 
the ancient mode of circling the candidates according 
to their merit and proficiency, was revived, though 
not without opposition. This arrangement was made 
• »n the afternoon previous to the graduation in the 
Upper hall, in presence of a select number of the Town- 
Council and Ministers, with the Rector aud Masters 
of the College. 

The General Assembly met this year at Edinburgh 
on the lid of August. Sir Thomas Hope, Kings 
Advocate, was Commissioner, and Mr. Henderson, 
M«*lerator. This Assembly was distinguished by a 
reception given to Sir William Armyn, Sir Harry 
Vane junior, Mr. Hatcher, and Mr. Darley, Commis 

'• [<it Ft.l-ert Dranfatoua for tliirtv Ore} briars Churrhvanl in given in Mmi- 

CWcrvaUir of the Reotl Pn- teitlVt, Theater of Mortality, 17W.J 

•rr* in the Netherlands,. The in- 'See Hume's History of EngUwl, 

-*npu- n on hi* tnonameut in the near the en«l of , hap. h i. 
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sioners from the English Parliament, and Mr. Stephen 
Marshall, a Presbyterian minister, and Mr. Philip 
Nye, an Independent from the Assembly of Divines 
at Westminster. With them the Assembly of this 
Church agreed upon that mutual Engagement betwixt 
the two Kingdoms, so well known by the appellation 
of the Solemn League and Covenant, which the Con 
vention of Estates, met at the same time, sanctioned 
with their approbation, and which was afterwards 
approved of also by the English Parliament. This, 
too, was the Assembly which appointed a deputation 
of ministers and elders to meet with and to assist 
the Assembly of Divines at Westminster in their 
ecclesiastical proceedings. These deputies were Mr. 
Alexander Henderson, Mr. Robert Douglas, Mr. Samuel 
Rutherford, Mr. Robert Baillie, and Mr. George Gil- 
lespie, Ministers, with John Earl of Cassillis, John 
Lord Maitland, and Sir Archibald Johnston of War- 
riston, ruling elders. 

Soon after the rising of the Assembly, Lord Maitland, 
Mr. Henderson, and Mr. Gillespie, with Mr. Hatcher 
and Mr. Nye, set out for London to get the Solemn 
League and Covenant ratified there, the other Com- 
missioners remaining till it should be returned. 1 

About the middle of November all the Scots Com- 
missioners reached London, and were introduced to 
the Assembly at Westminster. 2 

In October, the classes met as usual after the vaca- 
tion, when the charge of the new Bejan class devolved 
on Mr. Wiseman, the other classes proceeding in order 

I See Stevensou'i* History, p. 1093. 1 See Neall's PuritaiiR, and Stevenson. 
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their respective Professors. Mr. Wiseman's 
student* at the matriculation amounted to about the 
number of eighty. 

On the 8th of July, the fifty-sixth class, educated \M4. 

J " Julv K. 

under Mr. Alexander Hepburn, twenty-nine in number, f^^Lm 
»>n i graduated in a private manner in the upper SIU 1 ??^ 1 " 

Alexander 

< oUVge hidl, without any examination ; and in a few "^"^ 
days after, Mr. Hepburn resigned his office, and betook ship! --0 * 
himself to a retired life. 

The supplying of the vacant office occasioned a 
violent dispute for some time. Several members of 
the Town-Council were disposed to favour the election 
of Mr. Robert Young, who had been Professor of 
Humanity during five years. But Sir John Smith, 
I>->nl Provost, with the Bailies, several of the mini- 
sters, and the Principal, with the rest of the Masters of 
the College, wishing in the present state of the Uni- 
versity to introduce a person of experience, and the 
Town-Council, who are patrons of tin- Church of Dum- 
baraey, having agreed to present Air. Young, who was 
esteemed an eloquent preacher, to that charge, the vacant 
Professorship of Philosophy was unanimously offered 
to Mr. William Tweedie, who had taken his degree at j*,™ 1 *" 1 
Edinburgh in 1630, and had been a Professor of Philo- i*^"- 

O eighth Pn» 

*>phy in the old College of St. Andrews with great nXJ.phy. 
reputation for four years. He accepted of the offer, 
and l>eing elected to succeed Mr. Alexander Hepburn 
on the 16th of October 1644, 1 he entered to the 
charge of the new Bejan class, and matriculated 
eighty -two students on the 18 th of December, this 

1 Towa-Council Records rot. xvi. 
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being: the commencement of the sixty-third session 

LXIII ° * 

since the institution of the College. The other three 
Philosophy Regents proceeded with the other classes 
in their order. 

Mr Robert Mr. Robert Young having resigned the Professor- 

°^ H uman ^y tne same day, candidates for the 

iiunmnity. vacant office were invited by means of public pro- 
grams. The three following competitors appeared : 
Mr. James Pillans, son of a citizen of Edinburgh, Mr. 
David Kennedy, son of a writer, and Mr. William 
Crawford, of the family of Fetherhead, in Buchan. 
The strict method of examination ad aperturam libri 
in Latin and Greek authors was adopted, and the 
Nov. 8 j U( lges having decided in favour of Mr. Pillans, Prin- 

riiimiM M,eM cipal Artamson appeared in the Town-Council on the 

^![rof Pr " 8th of November, and declared him to be the candi- 
date duly elected. The Council admitted the election 
only during pleasure. 1 

MHiKidHhv ^ ms vear > J ames Dalgleish, formerly mentioned, 
huZm. bequeathed to the College 4000 marks for the main- 
tenance of three bursars. 
Margaret * n December, Margaret Richardson, widow of Mr. 
donation. "John Galloway, paid into the hands of the College 
Treasurer 500 pounds for the benefit of the College. 

Mr. William Struthers, minister of Edinburgh, had, 
before his death in 1633, bestowed a donation of G000 
marks to be divided equally betwixt the Colleges of 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, for maintaining two students 

'Town-Council Records, vol. xvi. William Crawford minister of a parish 
(Mr. David Kennedy afterwards became in the Merse — Crawford's History of 
minister of Biraay in Orkney, and Mr. the University of Edinburgh, p. 140.] 
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donation. 
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of Divinity in each, reserving the liferent to his wife 
Elizabeth Robertson, who died in 1641 ; but his will 
and other documents respecting this gift, came not 
into the hands of the College Treasurer till this year, 
1644. 

This year James Barnes, merchant, was elected 
College Treasurer in place of John Jossie, now pre- 
ferred to be Treasurer for the City. Jossie had acted 
in the former capacity for upwards of four years and 
a half, during which time his services were of the ut- 
most advantage to the College. His great diligence, 
activity, and zeal, were encouraged and supported by 
the Town-Council, and by the ministers of the City, 
particularly Mr. Alexander Henderson, who still con- 
tinued to hold the office of Rector. This eminent 
man, who was distinguished for his own literary attain- 
ments, was zealous in promoting the cause of learning ; 
and though the important services which he was called 
to perform both for the Church and State, in those 
perilous times in which he lived, particularly during 
his various missions to England, demanded a great 
share of his attention, yet he omitted no opportunity 
of consulting the interest and the credit of the Semi- 
nary in which he bore so high a rank. At tins time 
he was attending the Assembly of Divines at West- 
minster, as one of the Commissioners from the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. It was chiefly 
through his influence and persuasion that the revenue 
of the College and its fabric received so many additions 
about this time. The sums which were contributed for 
the increase of the buildings, John Jossie had the merit 
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of -eeing tkithfuliy a|»j-li^i to th*f purpose : ami when 
thtr monrv was all expended that respectable citizen, 
who well deserves to be »;onimeniorated among the bene- 
factors of the Collet* «..f Edinburgh, mad? very consider- 
able additions to the work at his own private expense. 

He built, in particular, the chamber over the old 
CohV^e gate which fronted the lane leading to the 
Cowgate, called the College Wvnd ; and his example 
wan follows!, first by J^hn Trotter and Robert Ellis, 
two of his fellow-citizens, and by Robert Fleming and 
Lawrenn* Henderson, two of the bailies, aided by 

er 

George Suttie, Dean of Guild William Thomson 
also, the Town-Clerk, and James Murray, added each 
of them a chamber, all of whirh additions were situ- 
ated where the Anatomical Theatre and Museum 
now stand Those which composed the old corner, 
near the top of the lane called the Horse Wvnd, were 
erected out of a legacy bequeathed by Dr. Rol>ert 
Johnston, a munificent donor, formerly mentioned, 
and which had been procured by Mr. Jossies means. 
But the most important part of the buildings which he 
promoted and superintended was the new apartment 
for the Library, 1 consisting of an arched sunk storey and 
a principal floor, with a leaden roof, in a direction from 
west to east, immediately within the line of the pre- 
sent new building, beginning near the centre lobby 

1 Thin room, in length ftbont — feet, part of the west end allotted for the 

ami in breadth about — , after being Humanity Class. The two rooms above, 

first the Library, and then a printing composing the Natural Philosophy 

<»f!i< «•, is now (until one grander and Class, and the additional Library, were 

more commodious be erected on the reared not many years ago, and the 

smith front of the new buihling) the old leaden roof then disposed of. 
Museum for Natural History, with a 
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of the great quadrangle on the north, and extending 
along so far as the eastern wall of the intended 
new Chemical Laboratory. This was commenced in 
the year 1642, in consequence of a legacy of 4000 
marks bequeathed by Bailie John Fleming, and a 
donation put into the hands of Mr. Robert Douglas, 
one of the ministers of Edinburgh, by a pious matron, 
Margaret Shoner, Lady Forret, for some public work, 
and by him employed for this purpose. 

But the progress of the buildings was now inter- 
rupted, not only by the great expense incurred, but by 
the disasters which befell the kingdom. The Earl of 
Montrose, who at first had wannly supported the 
Covenant, was afterwards gained by the King's caresses 
to espouse the royal cause. In the preceding year he 
went to the court at Oxford, after the Scots army had 
entered England, in order to assist the Parliament of 
that kingdom ; and he secretly obtained from the King 
a commission to be Captain-General of Scotland. 
Upon making his appearance in the neighbourhood of 
the Western Isles, he was joined by the M'Donalds, 
and by some desperate Irishmen who were assembled 
there. After this, the progress of Montrose and his 
victories over the Covenanters, are well known. On 
the 1st of September, at Tippermuir, near Perth, he 
defeated a body of troops from Fife with those of Expluits of 

Montrose. 

Strathearn, assembled in a tumult uary manner, under 
the command of the Earl of Wemyss. Soon after he 
was equally successful near Aberdeen, exercising 
hostilities wherever he went against all who stood for 
the League and Covenant. 

l 
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In addition to these distresses, the plague had be- 
gun to make its appearance in the City of Edinburgh 
in the month of October. But as the infection at first 
spread slowly, the meeting of the College, after the 
vacation, had not thereby been prevented. 

The General Assembly, which met this year in the 
month of January, without a Commissioner, amidst 
the urgency of their affairs were not inattentive to the 
advancement of learning, but on the 7th of February 
passed into an act some Overtures on that subject. 

"Overtures for advancement of Learning, and good Order 
in Grammar Schools and Colledges, 

u I. That every Grammar School be visited twice in the year by 
Visitors, to bee appointed by the Presbytery and Kirk Session in 
Landward Parishes, and by the Town-Council in Burghs, with their 
Ministers ; and where Universities are, by the Universities, with 
consent alwayB of the patrons of the School, that both the fidelity 
and diligence of the Masters, and the proficiency of the Scholars in 
Pietie and Learning may appear, and deficiency censured accordingly ; 
And that the Visitors see that the Masters be not distracted by 
any other employments, which may divert them from their diligent 
attendance. 

" II. That for the remedy of the great decay of Poesie, and of 
ability to make verse, and in resjMjct of the common ignorance of 
Prosody, no School Master be admitted to teach a Grammar School, 
in Burghs or other considerable Parishes, but such as, after exami- 
nation, shall be found skilful in the Latin tongue, not only for prose, 
but also for verse : And that, after other trials to be made by the 
Ministers, and others depute by the Session, town, and parish for 
this effect, that he be also approveu by the Presbytery. 

" III. That neither the Greek Language, nor Logic, nor any part 
of Philosophy be taught in any Grammar School, or private place 
within this Kingdom to young Scholars, who thereafter are to enter 
to any College, unless it be for a preparation to their entry there : 
And notwithstanding of any progress, any may pretend to have made 
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fovately in these studies ; yet in the College he shall not enter to 
any higher class, than that wherein the Greek language is taught, 
•iid, being entered, shall proceed orderly through the rest of the 
' -i-- until he finish the ordinary course of four years: Unless, after 
due trial and examination, he be found equal in learning to the best, 
or most part of that class to which he desires to ascend, by over- 
leaping a mid-class, or to the best, or most part of those who are to 
be graduat, if he supplicate to obtain any degree before the ordi- 
tATT time. And also, That there be found other pregnant reasons to 
more the Faculty of Arts to condescend thereto ; and otherwise, 
that he be not admitted to the Degree of Master of Arts. 

" MIL That none be admitted to enter a Student of the Greek 
t m any College, unless after trial, he be found able to make 
a congruous theme in Latin ; or at least, being admonished of his 
error, can readily shew how to correct the same. 

M V. That none be promoved from an inferior Class of the ordinary 
rwrxe to a superior, unless he be found worthy, and to have suffi- 
ciently profited : otherwise, that he be ordained not to ascend with 
his con-disciples, and, if he be a bursar, that he lose his burse. And, 
namely, it is to be required, That those who are taught in Aristotle, 
be found well instructed in his Text, and be able to repeat in Greek, 
and understand his whole definitions, divisions, and principal pre- 
<vpts, so far as they have proceeded. 

M VI. Because it is a disgrace to Learning, and hindrance to trades 
and other callings, and an abuse hurtful to the Public, that such as 
are ignorant and unworthy, be honoured with a Degree or public 
testimony of learning ; That, therefore, such trial be taken of 
rtudents, specially of Magistrands, that those who are found un- 
v«»rthy, be not admitted to the Degree and honour of Masters. 

"VII. That none who have entered to one College for trial or study, 
« Emitted to another ( ullege without the testimonial of the Bfasfe n 
"f that College wherein he entered first, both concerning his literature 
and dutiful behaviour, so long as he remained there : at least, until the 
Masters of that College from whence he cometh, be timely advertised, 
that they may declare if they have anything lawfully to be objected 
m the contrary. And that none be admitted, promoved, or receive 
Dnrree in any College, who was rejected in another College for his 
r.ntn**ft and un worthiness, or any other eause repugnant to good 
'T»ler . who leaves the College where he was for eschewing of cen- 
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sure, or chastising for any fault committed by him : or who leaves the 
College because he was chastised, or for any other grudge or unjust 
quarrel against his Masters. 

" VIII. That none of those who may be lawfully received in one 
College, after he was in another, be admitted to any other class, but 
to that wherein he was, or should have been, in the College from 
whence he came, except upon reasons mentioned in the third article 
preceding. 

" IX. That, at the time of every General Assembly, the Com- 
missioners directed thereto, from all the Universities of this Kingdom, 
meet and consult together, for the establishment and advancement 
of piety, learning, and good order in the Schools and Universities, 
and be careful that a correspondence be kept among the Universities, 
and, so far as is i>08sible, an Uniformity in doctrine and good order. 
" The General Assembly, after serious consideration of the Over- 
tures and Articles above written, Approves the same, and Ordains 
them to be observe*}, and to have the strength of an Act and 
Ordinance of Assembly in all time coming." 1 



m y In Febnuiry 1645, a legacy of 1250 pounds bc- 
queathed by the late Bailie Andrew Ainslie, for aug- 
menting the stipend of the Professor of Divinity, was 
delivered by his widow- Marion Wilkie to Jaines 
Barnes the College Treasurer. 
April u. The violence of the plague increased in the spring 

The fifty . * 

■jgjjffiffi" to such a degree as obliged the College to terminate 
the session much earlier than usual. On the 15th 
of Apiil the fifty-seventh class, under Mr. Duncan 
Forrester, obtained the Master's degree, after a solemn 
disputation in the great hall. On this occasion there 
were sixty-six graduates, the greatest number hitherto 
known in any of the Colleges of Scotland, 
porttr's mid During the summer the plague was fatal to two 
SK*" 16 ** worthy citizens, William Porter, merchant, and 

1 Printed Acts of the General Assembly. 
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Thomas Dods, plumber, both of whom had bequeathed 
to the College 100 marks for continuing the building. 
TV College Treasurer received the legacy of the for- 
mer the ensuing year, and that of the latter in the end 
of the year 1647. 

Montrose, now a Marquis, continued to be success- 
ful in the North, having defeated the Parliament's 
forces at Inverlochie, Auldearn, and Alf ord ; and hav- 
ing afterwards joined with the Gordons, he obtained 
that remarkable victory at Kilsyth, on the 1 5th of 
August, which seemed to demolish all that the Cove- 
nanters had done for eight years, and to give a new 
turn to the Kings affairs in both kingdoms. 1 But his 
triumph was of short duration. Lieu tenant-General 
David Leslie, then in England, was invited into Scot- 
land by the Committee of Estates, and having, with 
the utmost despatch, united a body of Scots cavalry 
under his command with the few forces in Scotland 
who were ready to support him, he surprised Montrose 
at Philiphaugh, in the Forrest, on the 13th of Sep- 
tember, routed him after a gallant resistance, and 
forced him to fly with precipitation to the mountains. 

In October, the usual time for assembling the 
College, the violence of the plague had greatly abated; 
but the Professors did not meet till the beginning of 
November, and as it was not thought advisable even m, 
then to convene the students in Edinburgh, it wasJJ^tSL 
determined in the Town-Council, on the 19th of that ii n J!iiEn! 

of thr 

month, that the College for that winter should retire 1>, ** ur 
to the town of Linlithgow. 

' Sff Hume's HmU ryof Endaml. « haj». lviii. 
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Notice of this resolution being publicly intimated, 
the Principal and five Regents met there in the be- 
ginning of December ; and five aisles in the great 
m^°lt^ K ^' nur( n being fitted up, under the inspection of the 
lAdUkgow. c 0 ii ege Treasurer, for the reception of the Humanity 
and four Philosophy classes, a considerable number 
of students immediately resorted thither. The Magis- 
trates and citizens of Linlithgow treated them with 
great kindness and hospitality ; and the students pro- 
secuted their studies in that place for some months 
without fear from the plague, and unmolested by the 
hostilities which still divided the nation ; Mr. Duncan 
Forrester having the charge of the Bejan class, Mr. 
William Tweedie the Semi, Mr. James Wiseman the 
Bachelor, and Mr. Thomas Crawford the Magistrand, 
Mr. James Pillans being Professor of Humanity. 
After repeated deliberation by the Town-Council, 

April. 

Thecoiieg* the College was at length permitted, about the end 

returns from © ox* 

uniiuigow o £ ^pjjj^ to return t 0 Edinburgh, where the students 
resumed their studies in the usual manner to the end 
of the session. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Andrew Monro, keeper of the Lib- 
rary, being infected by the plague, retired to Perth, 
where he died of that maladv. Ia the absence of the 
College and of the Rector, who was still in London, 
attending the Assembly of Divines at Westminster, a 
difference arose in the Town-Council about the nomi- 
nation of a new Librarian. Mr. Thomas Speir, son of 
a respectable burgess of Edinburgh, was thought by 
many to have a good claim upon that office. He had 
taken the Masters degree at the preceding graduation. 



April. 
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was grandson to William Little, late Lord Provost of 
the city, and grand-nephew to Mr. Clement Little, 
Commissary of Edinburgh, who had given the first 
beginning to the Library. On the other hand, George 
Suttie, Dean of Guild, with all his interest, supported 
his nephew, Mr. Andrew Suttie, a promising young 
man, born at Forfar, and who had taken Ins degree in 
the old College of St Andrews, also in the year 1644. 
To avoid all further contest the friends of the candi- Mr Thorn** 

Speir, anil 

dates, on the 3d of April, 1 compromised the matter, by gi^SS 
allowing them to hold the office in conjunction, with raViilaN^ 1 * 

° • place of Mr 

an annual salary of 300 marks each, in lieu of 400 M ^* de 



which had been enjoyed by their predecessor. But 
this joint appointment was soon terminated by the 
lamented 'death of Mr. Speir, which left Mr. Andrew Mr. Andrew 

Suttie sole 

Suttie sole Librarian, with the former pension of 400 
marks. 

On the 1st of May, the TowTi-Council resolved that 

J Mayl. 

the new room for the Library should be completed JJ^T^ 

without delay ; and on the 26th of June a bond was coraplete41 

granted by Helen Syme, widow of David Graham, 

merchant, for 7000 marks, which her late husband Qwowi 

legacy- 
had bequeathed for the use of the College by advice 

of Mr. Alexander Henderson, the Rector, and Mr. 

Robert Douglas, another minister of the City ; which 

sum was paid to the College Treasurer on the 1 7th of 

November the ensuing year. About this time also a 

considerable donation was bestowed on the College by 

Sir John Buchanan of Buchanan. 

On the 30th of July, the fifty-eighth class, educated 

» Town-Council Records of that date. 



Digitized by Google 



rf 



TOBY OF THE 



und-r Mr Thomas Crawford, forty-six in number, after 
yuhn<; m:i] an d s&rmn disputation, were graduated in 
tie lowt-r hhH of lie College. The printed Theses 
on tLis ov-casion are dedicated to Sir John Smith, 
Lord Provost, and thr oiher members of the Town- 
Council 

The General Assembly, which had met tins year on 
the 3d of June, received a lener from the King, with 
an excuse for not ending a Commissioner; at the 
same time, he assured them of his resolution to main- 
tain religion in Scotland as there established, and 
recommended himself and the distracted state of his 
kingdoms to their prayers. To this letter the Assem- 
bly, on the 18th of June, prepared a short answer ; 
and ordered Mr. Robert Blair, their Moderator, with 
Mr. Alexander Henderson (who had already been sent 
down from London to the King), and several other 
ministers, to wait on his Majesty with this answer, 
and to present their desires more explicitly than could 
at that time be expressed in a letter. The King being 
then with the Scots army at Newcastle, Mr. Henderson 
was already there, and engaged with his Majesty in 
that famous controversy respecting Episcopacy and 
Presbytery, maintained between them by an alternate 
exchange of papers, which, as they have been fre- 
quently printed, are still extant. The Kings first 
paper is dated the 29th of May, and the last, the 3d 
and the 16th of July. On this occasion the abilities 
of Charles appear in a very respectable point of view, 
and the favourers of Prelacy did not fail to boast that 
his Majesty had evidently gained the superiority over 
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his antagonist. On the other hand, the Presbyterians 
contended that as their champion drew all his argu- 
ments from Holy Writ, while the King's authorities 
were taken from the Fathers, who were fallible men, 
and in many instances grossly erroneous, any victory 
gained by the King over the arguments of his Pres- 
byterian chaplain must have been a triumph over the 
Word of God. The truth is, that Mr. Henderson s 
constitution was by this time greatly enfeebled, inso- 
much that he was under the necessity of leaving 
unfinished his answer to the Kings last paper, and of 
returning to his native country, where he died on the A »«* 9 
19th of August 1646, in the sixty-third year of his m^uV 
age. He was by far the most eminent of all the Rtvl< r 
Scots Presbyterian Ministers who flourished during 
the troublesome period in which he lived ; and their 
cause suffered an irreparable loss by his death. 1 He 
had borne the office of Rector of the University of 
Edinburgh with great lustre about six years, and he 
never omitted any opportunity of consulting the in- 
terest and prosperity of that Society. He was a great 
benefactor also of the University of St. Andrews, where 
ht- had received his education. 2 

The patrons seem to have had in view the estab- 
lishment of a public table within the College, for tin- 
Professors and such of the students as might choose 

« S*»- Baillie** Letter*, vol. ii. p. 327. Clarendon ; Burnet ; Advocate* Lib- 

■ S*e inscription for his monument. rary Catalogue, Art. Henderson. [For 

MaJtUnd** History of Edinburgh, p. the imwription see Monteith's Thea- 

1>4 . A« t- of A»*emh|y, August 7. ter of Mortality, 17"4; Bower <Hi»t. 

16*£ ; Papers which pasM-1 betwixt the I'niv. vol. i. p. W\) observe*, that the 

Kimg and him at Newcastle, in King ropy as given by Maitland i* incorrect 

« \*r\r* the Fimt'i Works : Whitlo* ke ; in several places ) 
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to avail themselves of an economical institution of 
that kind. But as this had not yet taken place, and 
indeed being a plan which never seems to have been 
adopted, the Town Council, in the meantime, on the 
11th of September this year, resolved to allow each 
of the Regents one hundred pounds, as an addition to 
his subsistence. 

iu& On the 30 th of the same month, Patrick Adam was 
Adijwn cnoseu Janitor of the College, in place of James 
J1Bltor - Marshall, lately deceased. 
October The College having met in October, Mr. Thomas 
lxv Crawford had the charge of the new Bejan class, 
amounting at the matriculation to eighty-six students, 
while Mr. Duncan Forrester proceeded with the Semi, 
Mr. William Tweedie with the Bachelor, and Mr. James 
Wiseman with the Magistrand classes. 

The Town-Council having resolved to continue the 
office of Rector, which had been held with great ad- 
vantage to the College by the late Mr. Henderson, 
Nov. 4. ( "d> ou tae 4tn °f November, elect in his place, for 
Ramsay the ensuing year, Mr. Andrew Ramsay, oldest minister 
?mu!wytnr. °f tne City ; the same who had enjoyed the dignity of 
Rector originally, in conjunction with the Professor- 
ship of Divinity, from the year 1620 to the year 1626*, 
when he resigned both offices, upon being appointed to 
the sole charge of one of the four parishes, into which 
the City of Edinburgh, from being all in one, was then 
newly divided. He had acted a distinguished part 
among the Covenanters, and in particular, had been 
twice Moderator of the General Assembly. As Rector, 
he had the same numl>er of Assessors with his imme 



Digitized by Google 



1647. 
Class 



UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 139 

diate predecessor, and a copy of the same instructions 
was delivered to him. 

A meeting was held within the College on the 12 th 
of April 1647, consisting of two of the Bailies, the 
Dean of Guild, Treasurer, four merchant Councillors, 
three Deacons, Mr. Andrew Ramsay, Rector, Mr. 
Robert Douglas, Mr. William Colvill, Mr. Robert 
Laurie, ministers, Mr. John Adamson, Primar, Dr. 
John Sharp, Professor of Divinity, and Mr. George 
Jollie, College Treasurer, when certain salutary regula- 
tions for the conduct of the students were enacted. 

On the 2 2d of July, after solemn trial and dis 

July *25 

putation, in the usual manner, in the public hall JJJJfJJ: 
of the College, the fifty-ninth class, being in number graduated 
thirty, educated under Mr. Wiseman, received the 
degree of M.A. 

Among the overtures for the advancement of learn- 
ing, approved, and enacted by the General Assembly, 
1645, 1 it was ordained, that, in the time of every 
General Assembly, the Commissioners delegated thither 
from the Universities, should meet and consult for 
the establishment and advancement of piety, learning, 
and good order in the Schools and Universities, and 
be careful that a correspondence be kept among the 
Universities ; and, so far as is possible, a uniformity in 
doctrine and good order. Several overtures also were 
approved of, and ordained by the same Assembly to be 
observed for the future, respecting Divinity bursars to 
be maintained at the Universities by the different Pres- 
byteries. The General Assembly, 1646, recommended 

1 Act**, etc. Session Xtv. February 7. 
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to all the Universities to propose the best overtures for 
the most successful method of teaching Grammar and 
Philosophy, to be laid before the ensuing Assembly ; 
and for keeping the Universities pure, and exciting the 
Professors of Divinity to greater diligence, they are 
desired to present to the ensuing Assembly their dic- 
tates of Divinity ; but that part of the overture requir- 
ing each Professor in the Universities to bring with 
him, or send to the General Assembly, a perfect and 
fair copy of his dictates, to l>e revised by the Assembly 
or their Committee, is ordered to remain under con- 
sideration till the ensuing Assembly. 

In the Assembly, 1647, where Mr. Robert Douglas 
was Moderator, that famous Confession of Faith com 
posed by the Assembly of Divines at Westminster, 
with the assistance of Commissioners from the Church 
of Scotland, received the approbation of the Assembly. 
It had been previously laid before the Commission of 
the preceding Assembly, and copies transmitted by 
them to the several Presbyteries of the Church for 
their consideration. Mr. Robert Baillie, Professor of 
Divinity, and afterwards Priucipal of Glasgow College, 
«me of the Commissioners, had been allowed to come 
from London to attend the Commission and the 
General Assembly. He brought along with him the 
Confession of Faith, delivered it to the Commission, 
and now also laid it before the General Assembly. 
On this oecasion, that modest, learned, and accom- 
plished man made a short and very appropriate speech, 
in which he reported the progress of the Westminster 
Assembly in the great work <>f a plan of uniformity of 
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religion in the three kingdoms, and concluded with a 
[Mthetic encomium on his excellent colleague, Mr. 
Alexander Henderson, lately dead. This system is 
-iill the principal standard of the Church of Scotland 
next to the Holy Scriptures ; and being since ratified 
in the Articles of Union between the two kingdoms, 
must maintain its authority as long as the Presbyterian 
Church Government established by law remains in 
Scotland. No person can legally hold an office in any 
■ •f the Universities who, when judicially required, re- 
fuses to subscribe this Confession. The Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms were not produced, nor approved, 
till the next Assembly. 

In consequence of the enactment of the General i«*7 
Assembly, 1645, Commissioners from the different 

J * * fmiii all th»* 

Universities met at Edinburgh on the 28th of August, m,eI™ iUe * 
and continued their meetings on the 30th and 31st of 
rh»* same month. Having entered upon the consider 
ation of several circumstances relative to the internal 
•lis* ipline and methods of instruction in their respec- 
tive societies, and made several remarks and proposals 
<>n these subjects, they ordered their Clerk to com- 
municate a copy of the account of their proceedings 
to each University, and adjourned their meetings till 
.mother year. 

The following is a copy of the Minutes of the pro 
ceedings of the Commissioners : 

*• AmjHtt ir,47. 

•Convened in the Lower Council- House these Commissioners 
fn*n the Universities as follows : Masters Amlrew Ramsay, John 
John Strang, Alexander Colvill, K<>J>ert Blair, K«»l>crt 
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Baillie, William Douglas, to consult about the affairs of the Univer- 
sities. 

" 1 . Mr. Andrew Ramsay is chosen Moderator, and Mr. William 
Douglas, Clerk. 

" 2. It is agreed that there should be a register of the conclu- 
sions of our meetings, whereof there shall be four copies, one for each 
University. 

" 3. That our conclusions be communicated to every University, 
to the end that their Commissioners may come instructed to the next 
meeting, with power to ratify them in name of their University. 

" 4. We did find that the Acts of the Assembly 1645, anent the 
advancement of learning and students of Divinity, were generally 
neglected ; for remedy whereof, we opponed that the General 
Assembly should recommend the visitation of schools, and the send- 
ing forth of bursars of Divinity from the several Presbyteries ; and 
to appoint an account to be craved of the visitors of the Provincial 
books, anent the ol«ervation of these acts in time to come. 

" 5. Also, because a great part of the neglect doth lie upon the 
Universities themselves, we do think meet that the Commissioners, 
in name of the meeting, do entreat every one their own University 
to be more careful in the observance of these acts in time coming. 

" 6. We find it necessary that the Assembly be entreated to 
recommend to their Commissioners, who shall attend the next 
Parliament, to petition the Parliament's ratification of those acts for 
bursars of Divinity. 

" 7. It was thought expedient, after the Parliament's ratification, 
to urge, if ministers might be moved to entertain at their own charge* 
some bursars of Divinity, if it were only by contributing one mark 
of the hundred of their stipends yearly. 

" 8. It was found expedient to communicate to the General 
Assembly no more of our University affairs but such as concerned 
religion, or that had some evident ecclesiastic relation. 

" y. Our next meeting to be on Monday morning in this same 
place." 

• 

" 30fA qf August. 

M Convened in the Lower Council- House of Edinburgh, Masters 
Andrew Ramsay, John Adamson, John Strang, Robert Blair, Zaehary 
Boyd, Robert Baillie, and William Douglas. 
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"Anent Teaching of Grammar. 

" 1. We find it necessary that the rudiments be taught in English, 
a* they are now extant. 

44 2. We desire that the 1 Leges Schola? et Academia? Edinburgenai' 
I* now given or sent to the other three Universities, to be thought 
upon. 

M 3. We find it necessary that Despauterius be interpolated ; and 
all the Universities recommend the care thereof to Mr. Thomas 
Crawford ; and the Primar is, in their name, to intimate the same 
to him. 

" 4. It is thought upon if ■ Vossii Partitions Oratoriie' be not fit 
to be taught. 

44 .*. It is thought fit that select parts of poets be taught to 
n-bolars, namely, such as are free of obscenity. 

44 Anent the Teaching of Philosophy. 

" 1 . That every student subscribe the National Covenant, with the 
League and Covenant, upon some set day, after the same is explained 
in English by the Principals and the Logical Professors, besides that 
explanation which private musters give of it. 

44 2. It is found necessary that there be a 4 Cursus Philosophicus ' 
drawn up by the four Universities, and printed, to the end that the 
unprofitable and noxious pains in writing be shunned ; and that each 
University contribute their travails thereto. And it is to be thought 
upon against the month of March ensuing, viz. — that St. Andrews 
take the Metaphysics ; that Glasgow take the Logics ; Aberdeen the 
Kthi«-s ami Mathematics : and Edinburgh the Physic*. 

44 3. It is thought that what is found behoveful for the improving 
"f learning in schools and colleges be represented to the Parliament 
■ March next. 

u 4. That the Commissioners that come next from the Universi- 
ties, either to the Commission of the Kirk, Parliament, or Assembly, 
ei-me instructed to show what course is taken with the students on 
the Lord's day, viz., what account is taken of their 4 Leetiones Sacne,' 
and of the Sermons they have heard on the Lord's day. 

~ 5. It is thought that when students arc examined publicly on 
th* • Black-stain- . before Lammas, and after their return at Michael 
ma*, that they be examined in some questions of the Catechism 
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M G. That every University provide some good overtures, against 
the month of March, anent the speedy prosecution of the intended 
4 Cursus Philosophicus,' and, amongst others of Philosophy, such as 
Crassotus, Reas, Burgerdicius, Ariaga, Oviedo, etc. 

"Anent Teaching ok Divinity. 

" L That every Commissioner that comes to the Commission or 
Parliament in March from Universities, bring with them the order 
and form of Divinity Professors their teaching ; as also, they are to 
show what order their schools keep, that further consideration be 
thereof taken by common consent. 

41 2. That the visitations of the Universities be required from the 
Assembly and Parliament ; that is, that they renew their last Com- 
missions. 

44 3. It is ordained that the Clerk give a copy of the jmemiuu to 
each University. 

44 Hie subscribitur, 

44 Mr. William Douglas." 1 



is47 In October the sixty-sixth session commenced, when 

October. 

Mr. James Wiseman assembled a new Bejan class, and 
on the 7th of the ensuing January he matriculated 
sixty-one students. 
Mr And** About this time Mr. William Tweedie seems to have 
Crnum Mr re8i o I1C( l ms Regency, and accepted a call to be minister 
SS2*' of Slamannan in the presbytery of Linlithgow. Upon 

twenty ninth _ 

KuXpny' tu ^ s » Andrew Suttie, keeper of the Library, hav- 
ing been substituted in his place, succeeded to tin- 
charge of the Magistrand class this session, 2 while 

• Polio Ms. volume ln?longing to the I'erhapt a more diligent search in the 
College of Edinburgh. See also In- Town - Council Record*, if it *crt 
■tractioni lo the Glasgow CommU- thought of any importance, might di*- 
Hioner* /w/ia< the Church of Scotland. cover them. [Mr. Andrew Suttie. 
Baillie'* m*s. vol. iv. p. 69. keeper of the Library, w« florlll 

• The precise date* of Mr. Tweedie'a Regent of Philosophy in pla*-c of 
resignation and of Mr. Suttie'* election Mr. William Tweedic resigned, lrtth 
I have not l>een able to ascertain. October 1*347 - Council Ri.\-onU, vol 
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Mr. Thomas Crawford carried forward the Semi, and 
Mr. Duncan Forrester the Bachelor classes. 

The Lord Provost of the City, attended by the same ™\ 
persons who had met in the College in the preceding Fnm»t,witii 
April, held another meeting there on the 6th of Decern- "^college, 
her, where several regulations respecting both Masters 
and students were enacted. At the same time, Mr. 
Thonias Crawford, as public Professor of Mathematics, 
delivered in an account of the method practised by 
him in teaching that science. And on the 27th of the 
same month, Mr. Andrew Ramsay was re-elected Mr An.ir. * 
Rector for the ensuing year, with the usual Council ;^ r UN| 
of Assessors. 

On the 23d of June 1048, the Town-Council made \<u* 

J urn* tt. 

• hoice of Dr. Alexander Colvill, Professor of Divinity ^^ff 
at St. Andrews, to hold the same office in the College f.w"r.f 

° IMvinitr. but 

of Edinburgh, in place of Dr. John Shaqi lately de- ^Zifl 

1j i • « . fuse t<> Iran* 

; and a deputation was sent to him to announce lattainv 

his election. 1 He expressed his willingness to accept 

of the charge, and his colleagues consented to part 

iv) f..L '211.] A»*>ut ten yearn alter- the students without the usual form of 
that is on the 5th of August trial, immediately substituted the Lib- 



1^7. *e find Mr. William Tweedie rarian in his place. In Crawford- 
'ut in place of Mr. Wil- History of the (Jaircrutyof Edinburgh, 



ham Forbes deeeased ; an*l he was then Mr. William Tweedie, the first chosen 
i.-^iister at Slamannan-muir. The Regent of that name, is said t<> have 



of this election, which are rattier taken his decree in the year 1*139, un- 

r, are specified in the Town- der which data that name still api»ear* 

e-'iinril Records. It is there stipula- in the graduation book ; by comparing 

if i. that, at ttie end of a course, tie is which with another subsc ription of 

u t t<» commence another without un- William Tweedie, which appears in ttie 

• brtaktng t<» finish it, and must give a fifteenth page of the 1mm>W containing 

iirt«»r of a year's notice before he re- ttie law- of the Library, and where he 



c»ve. From this it may be inferred, subscrd>es as a Resent in the year 16>J - .'. 

tL»i lie ha«l formerly abandoned his such a similarity apjH*ars as leaves littlo 

tVr *.tinewhat precipitately, probably room to «Joul>t of their being the aigna* 

a tl.e time of a session, and that the tures of the same |»ersou. 

to prevent the dissipation of 1 Town-Council Records of that date 
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with hiin ; but the General Assembly, who managed 
matters of this kind, in the case of ministers, as they 
pleased, passed an Act refusing to translate Dr. Colvill 
to the College of Edinburgh. 1 

The King's fate in England was now drawing to- 
wards a close, and in Scotland the whole country was 
in a state of violent agitation. This was chiefly occa- 
sioned by the secret "Engagement" for aiming Scotland 
in the Kings behalf, which the Earls of Loudon, 
Lauderdale, and Lanark, had formed with that unfor- 
tunate monarch, when they attended him in the Isle 
of Wight, along with the Commissioners from the 
English Parliament. When the Articles of this Treaty 
were divulged in Scotland, and it was found that it 
imposed no obligation on the King for signing the 
Covenant, the rigid Presbyterians, supported by the 
Marquis of Argyll and Johnston of Warriston, were 
highly exasperated, being determined that the King 
shoidd be restored on no other terms than those of 
the Covenant. The more moderate Presbyterians 
wished to reconcile the interests of Religion and of 
• the Crown, and, by supporting the Presbyterian party 
in England, to suppress the Sectarian army, and to 
restore the English Parliament, as well as the King, to 
their just freedom and authority. The avowed Roy 

1 Index to unprinted Aotn of Asst-m- nant." In the Appendix to Spottis- 

bly 1*1 48. Session 21). Baillie** printe.l wood's Hi>t. (p. 20), it i* *aid, that he 

Lett« r> (vol. ii. p. 30M. where it U had Inen formerly a Professor at Sedan ; 

nai»l "that the private respects of a that he was learned in the Hebrew ; a 

very few made him to be fixed to his great textuary, and well seen in Divi- 

utation." See also p. 342, where it is nity ; and that he died about the fmr 

*aid, that Dr. Alexander Colvill would l(kJ4. 

n<4 he >;iven to the College of Ediu- On the 5th July ltfJS, Gideon Lith 

burgh, being " a man demi - malig- gow wa» elected I'riuter to the College- 



Digitized by Google 



UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 



147 



alists were for re-instating the King, without any 
limitation or restriction. Of these three parties, the 
first ha<l the greatest ascendency over the people. 
The Parliament of Scotland had indeed sanctioned 
the Engagement, but the Commission of the General 
Assembly of the Church had declared it to be illegal. 
Many of the ministers successfully exerted their in- 
terest with the people to obstruct the levies ; and the 
Marquis of Hamilton, who had the principal hand 
in the Engagement, was under the necessity of march- 
ing into England with a raw and deficient force. His 
design evidently was, not to fulfil the Covenant, but 
to co-operate with the Royalists in restoring the King 
unconditionally to the exercise of his former power. 
But this expedition, conducted as it was by Hamilton 
with timidity and irresolution, proved entirely un- 
successful. Though the army was superior in number 
to Cromwell's, it was forced to yield to that victorious 
general. The Duke of Hamilton himself was taken 
prisoner, and soon after, by the title of Earl of 
Cambridge in England, doomed to suffer on the 
scaffold. 

The General Assembly, which met at Edinburgh on 
the lJth of July, highly approved of the conduct of 
the Commission. They discovered the same hostility 
to the Engagement, and proceeded with great rigour 
against all those within their jurisdiction who either 
approved of it or did not condemn it. They did not 
think a Declaration which had been published by the 
Commission sufficient, but emitted a new one of their 
own, entitled, "A Declaration concerning the present 
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Dangers of Religion, especially the unlawful engage- 
ment in war against the Kingdom of England ; to- 
gether with many necessary exhortations and directions 
to all the Members of the Kirk of Scotland." And 
they passed likewise an " Act for censuring ministers 
for their silence, and not speaking to the corruptions 
of the time." 1 The advanced age of the venerable Mr. 
Andrew Ramsay, formerly Professor of Divinity, and 
now the third time Rector of the University of Edin- 
burgh, and the respectable abilities of Mr. William 
Colvill, who was afterwards thought worthy to be 
Principal of the same seminary, did not protect them 
on this occasion. Having been convicted either of 
negligence in condemning, or of avowedly favouring 
the obnoxious Engagement, the censure of suspension 
was inflicted on them by this Assembly, and that of 
deposition by the next. 2 

This Assembly passed also an Act ordaining the 
Covenant to be taken at the first receiving of the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and that it should be 

> Soo printed Acts of Assembly, 1648. for defrauding the souls of people, yen, 

In this Art it is recom mended to the for being highly guilty of the blood of 

Presbyteries and Synods to make speeial souls, iu not giving them warning: 

inquiry and trial concerning all the much more are such Ministers to be 

ministers within their bounds, and to censured with deposition from their 

threaten with suspension all such as ministry who preach for the lawfulness, 

are found too sparing, general, or ambi- or pray for the success of the present 

guoiiH in sjH'aking against prevailing unlawful Engagement, or that go along 

evils, such a.s profnneness, the defection with the army themselves, or who sub- 

from the League and Covenant, and scribe any bands, or take any oaths 

the itnloir/ul Engagement in war ; and not Approved by the General Assembly 

if any c ontinue iu the negligence of or their Commissioners ; or by their 

such applications and reproofs, after counsel, countenance, or approbation, 

due admonition, they are to Imj cited, make themselves accessory to thetaking 

and, upon conviction, to lie deposed, of such bands and oaths by others." 
" for being pleaser* of men rather than 

servants of Christ ; for giving them- 2 Un printed Acts, Assemblies 104$ 

selves to a detestable indiflereney or and 1049. See Baillie's printed Letters, 

neutrality in the cause of God ; and vol. ii. pp. 28*2, 283, 289, 311. 
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received also by all students at their first entry to 
College. 1 And they renewed the former injunction 
to Presbyteries for each to maintain a bursar at some 
one of the Colleges, 

Before the conclusion of the session of the College, 
and while the General Assembly was sitting, the 
meetings of Commissioners for consulting about the 
common benefit of all the Universities of the kingdom 
were renewed. On the 17th of July there appeared 
within the College of Edinburgh Mr. Samuel Ruther- 
ford and Mr. George Wemyss of St. Andrews ; Mr. 
David Dickson and Mr. Robert Baillie of Glasgow ; 
Mr. David Lindsay, Mr. William More, and Mr. Patrick 
Gordon of Aberdeen ; and Mr. John Adamson and 
Mr. Thomas Crawford of Edinburgh. 

" EOIXBUBOI, IN ACADEM1A JaCOBI ReoI8, 

"UJulii 1648. 
« Sederunt — 

" From the Universities of St. Andrews, Mr. Samuel Rutherford 
and Mr. George Wemyss ; of Glasgow, Mr. David Dickson aud Mr. 
Robert Baillie ; of Aberdeen, Mr. David Lindsay, Mr. William 
More, and Mr. Patrick Gordon ; of Edinburgh, Mr. John Adamson 
and Mr. Thomas Crawford. 

"1. It is agreed, that all the Universities shall concur with and 
assist one another, in every common cause, concerning the common 
weal of all the Universities. 

" 2. The former agreement is renewed, that no delinquent in any 
College shall be received into another College before he give testi- 
mony that he hath given satisfaction to the College from which 
he came. 

"3. It is agreed, that there be required of every student coming 
from one University to another, a testimonial from the College 
whence he came, or from the Regent under whom he studied, to be 
produced within a month after his entry. 

• Priuted Acts of Assembly, 1648. Session 81. 
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44 4. It is agreed, that it be proposed to every University by the 
Commissioner!!, that there may be an equal progress in the course 
of teaching in every class within the whole University." 

" Edinburgh, the VMh July 1648. 

44 Sederunt, — 

44 From St. Andrews, Mr. Samuel Rutherford, Dr. Alexander 
Colvill, Mr. James Reid of Pitleithy, and Mr. David Nevay ; from 
Aberdeen, Mr. David Lindsay, Mr. William More, and Mr. Patrick 
Gordon ; from Glasgow, Mr. David Dickson and Mr. Robert Baillic ; 
from Edinburgh, Mr. John Adamson, Mr. Thomas Crawford, Mr. 
James Wiseman, Mr. Duncan Forrester, and Mr. Andrew Suttie, 

44 1. It is agreed, that, at the next meeting, the Commissioners 
of every University shall produce a note of those things which are 
taught in every class in their University. 

44 2. It is agreed, that, with all convenient diligence, a draught 
shall be framed of the course of Philosophy to be taught in the 
Colleges. 

44 3. It is agreed, that the draught of the course shall be one for 
the Colleges. 

4i 4. It is agreed, that every Regent be tied to prescribe to his 
scholars all and every part of the said course to be drawn up, and 
examine the same, with liberty to the Regent to add his own con- 
siderations besides, by the advice of the Faculty of the University. 

44 5. It is agreed, that every University shall handle and treat 
the parts allotted to them before ; viz., St. Andrews, the Meta 
physics, de Anima, Porphyry, and the Categories, with the pro?mial 
Questiones de Nature Habituuin et Logica? de Universal^ etc., and 
the Rhetoric ; Glasgow, the rest of the Logics ; Aberdeen, the 
Ethics, Politics, and Economics, with an introduction to the Mathe- 
matics ; and Edinburgh, the rest of the Physics. 

44 6. That, in the draught of the cursus, the text of Aristotle's 
Logics and Physics be kept, and shortly anagoged, the textual 
doubts cleared u|x>n the back of every chapter ; or, in the analysis and 
commonplaces, handled after the chapters treating of that matter." 

" EiMNBi Run, 24th July IG4X. 

44 Sederunt, — 

" From St. Andrews, Mr. George Wemyss ; from Glasgow, Mr. 
Robert Baillic ; from Aberdeen, Mr. William More and Mr. Patrick 



Digitized by Google 



UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 



Gordon ; from Edinburgh, Mr. John Adamson, Mr. Thomas Craw- 
ford, and Mr. James Wiseman. 

" 1 . Anent the question proposed by the General Assembly, con- 
cerning the election of the Commissioners from Universities, by whom 
and what persons are to be chosen, it is agreed, that they cannot deter- 
mine at this time, while [uutil] the old acts of the General Assembly 
be searched for that effect. Mr. Robert Dalgleish, agent for the 
Kirk, is appointed to deal earnestly with my Lord Advocate, Mr. 
David Calderwood and Mr. Andrew Ker to search out of the Re- 
gisters of the Assembly what hath been practised before, that report 
may be made to the next General Assembly." 

The course of study of the different Universities was then read. 

44 St. Andrews. 

" That diligent students may attain to some measure of know- 
ledge, not only in the Greek, but Hebrew tongue, and in all the 
liberal arts necessary to be known by them, and that they may have 
some insight in all the parts of Aristotle's philosophy, — 

" It is appointed that the Regents of Philosophy follow this course 
in teaching hereafter : — 

" In the first year, so soon as the students come to the College, 
they shall be exercised diligently in translating of English into Latin, 
and Latin into English, till the month of November, upon the which 
day, the common Latin theme shall be given ; and, the morrow 
after, they shall begin the Greek grammar, and shall proceed in 
learning rules and practices of the Greek language till the month of 
June ; and the remanent time of that year, after the month of June, 
to be spent in learning the elements of the Hebrew tongue, that at 
last they may be able to read the elements of Arithmetic, the four 
species at least. 

44 That these necessary studies be not neglected, it is ordained 
that they be examined not only in the knowledge of the Greek, but 
also in the reading of the Hebrew, and beginnings of Arithmetic. 

44 In the second year, the scholars, immediately after their meet- 
ing, shall be exercised in translating Latin into Greek, and Greek 
into Latin, till the month of November, upon the which day the 
common Greek theme shall be given ; the next day after they shall 
begin the ordinary studies of that year at a Logic compend, and 
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proceed in learning of Dialectic, Rhetoric, Stntrtura Orationis, with 
the practice of Logic and Rhetoric. 

u In their declamations till the first day of March, at which time 
they shall begin Porphyry, and proceed to the Categories (h Inter- 
pretation^ and Prima Analytic*!, and upon all these shall sustain 
examination. 

"In the third year, they shall begin the first book of Topics, 
with which shall be joined in teaching the argument, or compend of 
the eighth book, and thereafter the Sophist Captions, Potteriora 
Analytica. 

" After ending of the Logics, they shall be taught the elements of 
Geometry, the first two books of Aristotle's Ethics, and five or six 
chapters of the third book, with the argument or comj)end of all the 
rest of the year ; also a compend of Metaphysics shall be taught ; ami, 
last of all, the first and second book of the Arithmetic. 

" It is also thought fit, that so much time of the year as may be 
well spared, be bestowed in the practice of Logic, about Thma 
Simplex et Comf>ositum ; and this exercise to be upon the Saturday. 

" In the fourth year shall be taught the other four books of the 
Arithmetic, the books de Coelo, the elements of Astronomy and 
Geography, the books de Ortu et Interitu, the Meteors, some part 
of the first, with the whole second and third books de Anima ; and, 
if so much time may be Bpared, some compend of Anatomy. 

" Because the diting of long notes has in time past proved a 
hindrance, not only to other necessary studies, but also to a know- 
ledge of the text itself, and to the examination of such things as 
are taught, it is therefore seriously recommended by the Commissioners 
to the Dean and Faculty of Arts, that the Regents spend not so 
much time in diting of their notes ; that uo new lesson be taught 
till the former be examined. 

" That every student have the text of Aristotle in Greek ; and 
that the Regent first analyse the text viva »v*rf, and thereafter give 
the sum thereof in writing." 

" Courses taught yearly in King's College op Aberdeen. 

u The College sitteth down in the l»eginning of October ; and, for 
the space of a month, till the students be well convened, both 
masters and scholars are exercised with repetitions and exam in a- 
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; which being done, the courses are begun about the first or 
second day of November. 

" To the first class is taught Clenard with Antesignanus, the 
greatest part of the New Testament, Basilius M. his epistle, an 
oration of Isocrates, another of Demosthenes, a book of Homer, 
Phocylides, some of Nonnus. 

" To the second class, Rami Dialectica, Vossii Rhetorica, some 
elements of Arithmetic, Porphyry, Aristotle, his Categories de Inter- 
prrtatis/ne, and prior Analytics, both text and questions. 

" To the third class, the rest of the Logics, two first books of the 
Ethics, five chapters of the third, with a compend of the particular 
writes. The first five books of the General Physics, with some 
elements of Geometry. 

" To the fourth class, the books de Ccelo, de Ortu et Interitu, de 
Anima, de Meteoris, Sphajra Joannis de Sacrobosco, with some 
beginnings of Geography, and insight in the globes and maps. 
" This to be understood ordinarily, and in peaceable times.' 



" Courses taught yearly in the Marischal College at 

" Aberdeen. 

" Unto those of the first class is taught Clenardus, Antesignanus 
his Grammar ; for orations, two of Demosthenes, one of Isocrates ; 
for poets, Phocylides, and some portion of Homer, with the whole 
New Testament. 

" Unto the second class, a brief compend of the Logics, the text of 
Porphyry, and Aristotle's Organon, accurately explained ; the whole 
questions ordinarily disputed to the end of the demonstrations. 

" To the third class, the first two books of Ethics, and the first 
five chapters of the third text and questions, the first five books of 
Acroamatics, Questiones de Composition* continui, and some of the 
eight books. 

" To the fourth, the books de Ccelo, de Generatione, the Meteors, 
de Anima, Johannes de Sacrobosco on the Sphere, with some 
Geometry." 1 

On the 28th of July, Mr. Andrew Suttie brought ^ jgg^ 

Class gradu- 

1 [The author refers to a " MS. book of that book, extracts are given from 
in folio, from which to copy the pro- Bower's History of the University, 
reedings of the Universities Commis- vol. i. pp. 239-246.] 
■sioners in 1647 and 1648. In the absence 
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Mr. Francis 
Adamson, 



( k-tober. 
Seasion 
LXVII. 



1649. 
Mr. Robert 
Douglas 

chosen 

Rector. 



the sixtieth class to the usual degree, being in number 
thirty-five. 1 

Mr. Francis Adamson, who succeeded Mr. Suttie as 
Librarian, was probably chosen about this time ; but 
I have not been able to ascertain the precise date of 
his election. He had taken his degree the preceding 
session under Mr. Jarues Wiseman. 

In October the College, as usual, began to meet for 
the sixty-seventh time, and Mr. Andrew Suttie entered 
upon the charge of the new Bejan class, which, when 
fully convened and matriculated, amounted to the 
number of fifty-two. Mr. James Wiseman proceeded 
with the Semi, Mr. Thomas Crawford with the 
Bachelor, and Mr. Duncan Forrester with the Magis- 
strand classes. 

On the 1st of January 1649, Mr. Robert Douglas, 
who, even before the death of Mr. Alexander Hender- 
son, was rising to great eminence among his part}*, 
was chosen Rector of the University for the ensuing 
year, with the usual number of Assessors. 

The commencement of this year is a noted era in 
the history of Great Britain. King Charles the First, 
after a solemn trial, was condemned to death, and ou 
the 30th of January executed on a public scaffold 
The particulars are well known. Oliver Cromwell s 
influence, supported by the army, immediately upon 
this event, prevailed in England, and the monarchy 
there was dissolved. In Scotland, however, Charles 

• The printed Theses of thi<J gradua- published this year for the graduation 

tion, if there were any, arc not pre- of twenty candidates in St. Leonard & 

served in the College collection. In- College. St. Andrews, under the tuition 

*tend of them are inserted the Theses of Mr. David Nevay. 
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the Second, the King's son and successor, then abroad, 
was immediately proclaimed ; but upon condition " of 
his good behaviour, and strict observance of the Cove- 
nant, and Ins entertaining no other persons about him 
but such as were godly men and faithful to that obliga- 
tion.'' The insertion of these clauses evidently shows 
the influence now possessed by the rigid Presbyterians, 
and their patron, the Marquis of Argyll, whose object 
had been to prevail with the late King to subscribe the 
Covenant, and who now, in this their first acknowledg- 
ment of the new Sovereign, certainly acted a consistent 
and laudable part in thus endeavouring to circum- 
scribe his power. 

Meanwhile the education in the Colleges was con- 
ducted * without molestation. On the 5th of March, 
Mr. Robert Douglas, the Rector, with his council, held 
a meeting in the College of Edinburgh, and recom- 
mended the observation of certain regulations respect- 
ing the hours of meeting which had been enacted the 
27th of December 1G47. 1 And on the 2Gth of July m9 
Mr. Duncan Forrester brought forward the sixty-first n^Sty- 

° J first Class 

class, in number thirty-four, to the Master's degree, K raduaUd 
after solemn disputation in the public hall ; on which 
occasion the printed Theses, which furnished the sub- 
jects of debate, were dedicated to the Marquis of 
Argyll 

In October, after the vacation, the College again 0 ^,^ i 
assembled, and Mr. Duncan Forrester had the charge LXV,,r 
of the Bejan class, which at the matriculation on the 
11th of the following January, consisted of sixty- 

• Town-Council Records of that date. 
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one students. The other three Regents proceeded 
with their classes in the usual order. 

The Professorship of Divinity, since the death^ of 
Dr. John Sharp, had now remained vacant al>out two 
years, when on the 16th of February 1650, the I^ord 
Provost, Magistrates, and Council, and the Ministers 
of Edinburgh, requested the authority of the Commis 
sion of the General Assembly, then met, to translate 
Mr. David Dickson from the Professorship of Divinity 
in the University of Glasgow to the same office at 
Edinburgh. To this the Commission agreed, and 
ordained Mr. Dickson to remove from Glasgow and 
take up his residence in Edinburgh before the 1st of 
April next. 1 

At this time, while the power of Cromwell had not 
yet extended to Scotland, the following were the 
members of the College of Edinburgh : — 

Mr. Robert Douglas, Rector of the University. 
Mr. John Adarason, Principal. 
Mr. David Dickson, Professor of Divinity. 
Mr. Duncan Forrester, \ 



Professor of Mathematics, / 
Mr. James Pillans, Professor of Humanity. 
Mr. Julius Conradus Otto, Professor of Oriental Language*. 
Mr. Francis Adamson, Librarian. 

Meanwhile, at Breda, where the King then resided, 
attended by Commissioners from Scotland, a treaty 
had been set on foot relative to his return to his 




Regents or Professors of 
Philosophy. 



1 CommiMMon R*»ronls of February Ifi, 1460. 
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ancient kiiigdom upon the terms of the Covenant 
But Charles, with that duplicity and dishonesty of 
character for which he was afterwards distinguished, 
rare fully concealed his liaving already encouraged and 
abetted the Marquis of Montrose in a scheme of in- 
vaiiing Scotland. This illustrious adventurer, how- 
ever, was extremely unfortunate in this new attempt. 
Having been defeated in the North soon after his 
landing, he was brought prisoner to Edinburgh, and 
there executed on the 21st of May, with circumstances 
of indignity which historians have recorded with an 
interesting minuteness, and from which Ins country- 
men have derived no honour. After the death of 
Montrose, the King immediately acquiesced in the 
proposals of the Scots Commissioners ; and liaving on 
the 23d of June set sail for Scotland, he landed in the 
North, but not till after he had signed the Covenant ; 
and on coming ashore, he found himself entirely at 
the disposal of the zealous Covenanters. 

Notwithstanding the agitation which these events, 
and the approach of fresh hostilities occasioned in the 
City, the session of the College was carried on almost 
to the usual period, and on the 15th of July the sixty- ^'^J 5 - 
second class, under the auspices of Mr. Thomas ^^j" 
Crawford, Regent in Philosophy and Professor of 
Mathematics, received the degree of M.A., being 
forty-three in number. The ceremony was performed 
in the public hall, and the Theses were dedicated 
to Sir James Stewart of Kirkfield, Lord Provost, and 
to the other magistrates and members of the Town 
Council. 
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On the 16 th of August the King emitted his famous 
Declaration, from Dunfermline, which was entirely con- 
formable to the desire of the strict Presbyterians ; but 
every article of which he scrupled not afterwards to 
violate. 1 

Meanwliile, Cromwell, at the head of a great army, 
had begun his march towards Scotland. Leslie, the 
Scots General, had entrenched himself in a fortified 
camp between Leith and Edinburgh, to which place 
Cromwell soon advanced ; but being much annoyed 
by that experienced General, without being able to 
bring him to a general engagement, he was forced to 
retreat towards Dunbar. Leslie, by his able conduct, 
reduced him to the utmost extremity ; and historians 
admit that if he had not been urged by the zeal of 
the Presbyterian ministers to give immediate battle 
to Cromwell, the latter with his whole army must 
have been utterly uudone. The battle was fought 
on the 3d of September. Cromwell obtained a 
complete victory, and immediately pursued his ad- 
vantage by taking possession of Edinburgh and 
Leith ; while the remains of the Scottish army fled 
to Stirling. 2 

mm While Cromwell was in iwssession of the citv, the 

October. . , 

lTix" Professors °f rn(> College found it impracticable to 
"3yiMFire k " commence their session there as usual in the month of 
October, but were advised to retire into Fife, and take 
up their station at Kirkaldy ; to which place a con- 
siderable concourse of students resorted. The nunilter 

• S*#> Appendix to Wodrow'i History, vol. i. No. i. 
' Hume* History of England, chap. Ix. 



Digitized by Google 



UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 



109 



composing the new Bejan class under Mr. Thomas 
Crawford, if we may judge from the corresponding 
graduation at the end of their four years 7 course (for 
there was no matriculation this session), was very 
small. 

In consequence of the defeat at Dunbar, it became 
advisable to strengthen the King's party, by admitting 
of a coalition with those who had favoured Hamilton's 
Engagement, and even with the Royalists who were 
usually styled Malignants. Two resolutions were 
adopted by the Parliament held at Perth, that a pro- 
fession of repentance on the part of both Engagers 
and Malignants should be accepted, and that they 
should lie allowed, on this profession, to share in the 
service and defence of the kingdom. A violent oppo- 
sition to this indulgence, and to the Commission of 
the General Assembly which had favoured it, arose, 
chieHy in the western counties, who entered into a 
separate association against the Sectaries, and frained 
a Remonstrance against the King. The nation suffered 
a new convulsion, and was enfeebled by this new 
schism betwixt Resolutioncrs and Remonstrants. In 
the meantime the King enjoyed greater freedom, and 
the Parliament agreed to proceed without delay to 
his coronation ; which was accordingly performed at 
Scone with great solemnity on the 2d of January, 
when after an appropriate sermon preached by Mr. 
Robert Douglas, minister of Edinburgh, and Rector of 
the University, the Marquis of Argyll set the crown 
on the King's head. 

The classes continued their studies at Kirkaldy till 
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graduated, 
jwirtly nt 
Kirkaldy ; 



him. the 8th of May 1651, when twelve of the Magistrand 
SnmL. class under Mr. James Wiseman, were graduated, and 
a few days after, thirteen additional, as appears from a 
certificate extant in the graduation-book, 1 subscribed 
by Robert Douglas, Rector, Thomas Crawford, James 
Wiseman, and James Pillans, Professors. In the same 
certificate mention is made of the candidates having 
taken both the National Covenant and the Solemn 
League and Covenant, with the oath of allegiance to 
the King. It appears likewise, from a note in the 
andi»artiy same Record, that eleven other students of this class 
M^and were g ra(mato( ^ at Edinburgh by authority of the 
June is. Principal and the ministers, and recommended by the 
Rector and Regents, 2 viz., one on the 20th of May, 
two on the 28th, and the other eight on the 13th of 
June. 

During the winter, the Castle of Edinburgh was l>e- 
trayed into the hands of Cromwell, who soon suMuiil 
the whole country between the Forth and the Clyde. 
After this, having remained some time in Edinburgh, 
the Scottish army, with the King, being en cam ]>ed and 
strongly fortified at the Torwood, he in vain tried to 
bring them to an engagement. He then paxsed over 
into Fife and came round upon the rear of the Scottish 
army, who, with the King, instead of waiting for 
Cromwell's approach, immediately marched into Eng- 



1 (Catalogue of tin- Oraduates, j>. 71. 
Edinburgh, lh58L 8vo.] 

» It wan the custom for the Lonl Pn>- 
\<^t, Maoist mtw, ami Council, to give 
thctr sanction to every gra« I nation ; hut 
on account «-f the coufuainn that pie- 



vailed, no meeting of the Town < ■»um il 
was held from the 2*1 of S» |>terni>er 
till the . r .th of December 1*51, >*-inx 
fifteen months and three days, till the 

kingdom wa> settled under the KngH«h 

|Hjwer. See Town-Council Heconh* 
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land. Cromwell followed ; and on the 3d of September 
1651, was fought the battle of Worcester, where the 
King was utterly defeated, and narrowly escaped being 
taken. 

In October the College of Edinburgh was suffered to f j££ 
meet after a long vacation, when Mr. James Wiseman 
took the charge of the Bejan class, which at the matri- 
culation consisted of fifty-six students, while Mr. 
Crawford proceeded with the Semis, Mr. Forrester 
with the Bachelors, and Mr. Suttie with the Magis- 
trands. 

It is probable that this year, 1651, died Mr. John 
Adamson, Principal of the College. 1 He was the son 
of Henry Adamson, provost of Perth, and had obtained 
the office of Regent or professor of Philosophy on the 
resignation of Mr. George Robertson in January 1598 ; 
the class to the charge of which he succeeded being in 
the second year of their course. He was then a very 
young man, and had been graduated the year before. 
After holding this Professorship till towards the end of 
the year 1604, he then accepted of a call to be mini- 
ster of North Berwick ; from thence he was translated 
to the church of Liberton, and from that was brought 
to be Principal of the College, to winch office he was 
admitted on the 21st of November 1623. While Mr. 
Adamson was minister at Liberton, he presided at the 
famous disputation which was held by the Professors 
of the College of Edinburgh in the Castle of Stirling, 

1 He was alive May 28, 1651, at which Adamson died towards the end of the 

date mention is made of the Principal. year 1651.] Mr. Robert Leighton, who 

-Graduation Book. [From his Con- succeeded him, was not chosen till 

hrmed Testament, it appears that January 17, 1653. (See p. 168.] 

L 
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before King James the Sixth, in the year 1617, 
requested by Mr. Henry Charteris, then Principal of the 
College, to appear in his stead upon that occasion. Mr. 
Charteris being a man of great modesty, was averse to 
speak on such public occasions, though he was a man 
of various and profound learning. An account of this 
disputation may be collected from Mr. Thomas Craw- 
fords MS. History of the College, and from the publi- 
cation entitled %t The Muses Welcome," etc., of which 
Mr. Adamson was the editor. 1 He published also 
* Elctqcul Musarum Eolinensium in Caroli Regis, Musa- 
inm Tutani, ingressu in Seotiam, 163 3." 2 And he had 
a great share in constructing the different magnificent 
shows and pageants exhibited in the City of Edinburgh 
on occasion of the King's public entry into that city 
when he came to Scotland to be crowned. 3 Principal 
Adamson also published a small Latin Catechism for 
the use of students, entitled " ^ x €UJ<Tl Eloquiorum 
Dei, sive Methodus Religionis Christiana? Catechetica. 
In usuni Academic Jacobi Regis et Scholarum Edin- 
ensium conscripta. Edinburgi, in Academia Jacobi 
Regis. 1637," in 12mo. 4 He presided over the Col- 
lege about twenty-five years with great reputation. 

On the 15th of April 1652, Mr. Andrew Suttie 
brought his class, which was the sixty -fourth, consist- 
ing only of nineteen students, to the Master's degree, 

i [A minute account of this Disputa- ami Maitland's History of Edinburgh, 

tion in the presence of King James at [Also supra, p. 97.] 
StirlUig, is already given : supra, pp. * [Principal Adamson's Latin Catc- 

68-71.] chum was first printed at Edinburgh 

* [See footnote, p. f»8.] in lrj27, 12m o. It was dedicated to the 

' See Mr. Thomas Crawford'* History Provost, Magistrates, and Council, who 

of the College of Edinburgh ; also voted to the author the sum of 400 marks. 

Drunimond of Hawthomden'a Works ; — Town-Council Records, June 1627.] 



April 15 
Th<- sixty 
fourth I'lajw 
^nuluatoil. 
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three months earlier than usual, on account of the 
agitation still prevailing in the City during the 
arrangement of affairs under the English power. No 
printed Theses for this graduation appear in the Col- 
lege collection. During the vacation the same degree 
was conferred on Thomas Tanner of New College, 
Oxford, on the 1st of June; and on Isaac Chaplyn 
from Suffolk, Francis Wilcox from Devonshire, 
and John Davis 1 from Worcestershire, on the 19 th 
of August. 

The Town-Council of Edinburgh had not met for 
upwards of fifteen months. The Provost and several 
of the members had retired to Stirling immediately 
after the battle of Dunbar. At last such of the Coun- 
cil as remained held several meetings in the month of 
December 1651, when they approved of the lists of 
deacons, and of merchant and trades councillors, which 
were laid before them, but they put off* the new election 
of Magistrates till the arrival of the English Commis- 
sioners who were appointed by the Parliament of 
England to settle the Scottish affairs. These having 
accordingly soon after arrived, they gave authority to 
the citizens to make the -election ; which they did, for 
the ensuing year, on the 5th and 9th days of March 
1652/ 2 

The Town-Council being thus restored, one of their 
earliest acts was the election of a Principal of the 
College, in place of Mr. John Adamson, lately de- 
ceased ; 3 and the Council, with the Ministers, being 

1 See Calauiy's Abridgment of Mr. 2 Maitland's History of Edinburgh, 
Baxter's History of his Life and Time*, p. 81*. 
vol. ii. p. 518. * Town-Council Records. 
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July t«. 
Mr James 
Xninie 
appointed 
Librarian. 



UkVJ 
OeU.Wr. 



N<»v«'iii 29. 
Mr J a me* 
Pillars, 
rl<vt«-<| 
thirtieth 
Professor ..f 
Philosophy. 



met on the 23d of April, a list of candidates was 
agreed on, in which was included, by majority of 
votes, Mr. William Colvill, formerly minister of Edin- 
burgh, but who, as was mentioned before, had been 
deposed by the General Assembly, 1649, on account 
of his favouring Hamilton's unfortunate Engagement. 
He was, notwithstanding this circumstance, now 
elected Principal of the College of Edinburgh, and a 
letter was sent to him in Holland, where he then was, 
inviting him to take possession of the office. Never- 
theless, this election was soon after set aside, as will 
appear presently. 1 

On the 23d of July, Mr. James Nairne was appointed 
keeper of the Library in place of Mr. Adamson, and 
on the 28th, he took the oath cle Jideli administration*?, 
and gave security. 

In October, the College again assembled ; and Mr. 
Andrew Suttie, whose turn it was to have the charge of 
the new class, having died, Mr. James Pillans, who, since 
the year 1644, had been Professor of Humanity, was, 
on the 29th of November, elected one of the Professors 
of Philosophy in his place, and succeeded to the tuition 
of the Bejan class, in number forty-seven ; the Semi 
being taught by Mr. James Wiseman, the Bachelor by 
Mr. Thomas Crawford, and the Magistrand by Mr. 
Duncan Forrester. 

Before the conclusion of the preceding year, the 



• At another meeting of the Town- theni if they had any objection against 

Council, on the 30th of the same month, Mr. ColrUTi l»eing Principal; to which 

where the KegenU were present, on they answered, that they knew of none, 

the subject of their own salaries, the except the iliHerciice betwixt him ami 

Provost toi.k the opportunity of asking the Kirk. Town-Council RveonU 
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greater part of Scotland had submitted to Cromwell's 
authority ; and the nation, after some unsuccessful 
efforts to oppose General Monk, whom he had left 
l»ehind him in this country, enjoyed at last consider- 
able tranquillity under the usurpation. About the 
close of the ensuing year, the military being in reality 
the sole power which prevailed in the three kingdoms, 
Cromwell was declared Protector by the council of 
officers ; a title which he was prevailed on, in the year 
1*)56, to retain, rather than assume that of King, and 
which was then conferred with greater solemnity by a 
Parliament he had summoned. 

Among other arrangements made by the Protector 
for the government of Scotland, he appointed seven 
Judges or Commissioners for the Administration of 
Justice to the people of that country. 1 These dis- 
charged the duty of the Courts both of Session and 
of Justiciary. 2 To a certain number of them, an 
ample commission was also given by the Parliament 
of England to place or eject ministers as they thought 
proper, and to visit and exercise authority over the 
Universities. 3 

Ed want Mosely, one of the judges, having made ^ 
c-ertain objections to Mr. William Colvill, lately elected H£g*« 
Principal, the Town-Council, though satisfied with Mr. ?o r ivui ffll> " 

iwmullnl, 

folvill, were obliged to declare the office vacant, that JJjjJJJ 
;inot her Principal mififht l>e elected more agreeable to IiecuS* 
the wishes of the Judge ; and on the same day, which 

i [On th«- lfcth of May 1652.] in Laing'* History of Scotland, vol. i. 

* I>.nl Hailea* Catalogue of the Until p. 431*. 
if Smion Set* a good account of » Baillie's letters and Journals, vol. 
Onni»»ir» administration in Scotland, p. 371. 
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was the 17th of January 1653, they elected Mr. Robert 
Leigh ton, minister of Newbattle, to be Principal of 
their College;. The Ministers refused to vote, as they 
had scruples respecting the manner of the call, though 
they declared themselves satisfied with the man. In- 
deed, however informal the mode of election might 
be supposed, a choice more fortunate for the College 
could not have been made. Mr. Leighton was already 
distinguished, not only for piety and learning, but for 
a gentleness and moderation of character at all times 
most amiable and most respectable, but in those days 
of violence and faction truly admirable. 

He was the eldest son of Alexander Leighton, D.D., 1 
a native of Scotland, but who had removed to England, 
and was the author of two books, " The Looking Glasse 
of the Holy War," and " Zion's Plea against Prelacy/' 
for which he suffered severely, being condemned in 
the Star-Chamber to be whipped, set upon the pillory, 
have his ears cut otf, be branded on the face, his nose 
slit, pay a fine of £10,000, and be imprisoned for the 
remainder of his life. This sentence was passed upon 
him on the 4th of June 1630 : at which time his son 
Robert, being about sixteen years of age. was a 
student of Philosophy in the University of Edin- 
burgh under Mr. Robert Rankin, by whom he was 
promoted to the degree of M.A., on the 23d of July 
1631. After finishing his academical course, he set 
out on foreign travel, and spent some years in France, 
where he attained such ease and fluency in the French 

1 [It i«* a iiiUtakr t<> denote Dr. Al«*x- University of Leyden.- Se« Batihatyiir 
amUr L*ight»ti a* D.D. He took hi* Mi^llany. vol. iii. |.. 22s*.] 
.IrgTM- of D-M tor of Marine in tba 
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language that he spoke it like a native. The study of 
Divinity had ever been his great and ultimate object. 
The knowledge of the world which lie had acquired, 
enlarged his elegant mind, without impairing his 
piety. On his return to Scotland, he passed trials for 
the holy ministry with great approbation, and was or- 
dained by the Presbyterians minister of Newbattle in 
the Presbytery of Dalkeith. There he continued for 
many years in a state of retirement from the bustle 
of the world, intent upon study, and diligent in the 
exercise of his pastoral duties. He kept as much as 
j>ossible aloof from the violence of both the Presby- 
terian and Episcopal parties ; and he lamented the 
vehemence which characterized the conduct of both, in 
their procedure respecting the forms of church govern- 
ment. His own education as a Presbyterian, as well 
as the cruel treatment which his father had endured 
from the Episeopals of England, countenanced and 
cordially approved of by Laud, then Bishop of Lon- 
don, seemed to remove him at an infinite distance 
from all partiality in favour of Prelacy ; yet he could 
not go along with the Covenanters to the utmost 
extent of their intemperate zeal. He thought that 
the antipathy of each party against the other was not 
consistent with the pure spirit of Cliristianity, ac- 
cording to the dictates of which it was his constant 
endeavour to regulate his own life. He did not see 
any motlel of church-government precisely defined in 
Holy Scripture, and was of opinion that, under either 
the Episcopal or Presbyterian form, when purely ad- 
ministered, the true objects of ecclesiastical jurisdic- 
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tion might be obtained ; but in his own time, and in 
his own country, he saw much to blame, not in the 
plan or constitution of ecclesiastical judicatories, but 
in the violence, intolerance, and unchristian conduct 
of many of their members. When, after the Restora- 
tion, he was prevailed on to be a bishop, it was 
evident that his accepting of this pre-eminence was 
influenced by no ambitious motive, but proceeded 
from a fond hope of being more extensively useful, 
and that his exertions might have some effect in 
reconciling the contending parties to one another ; 
for when, after trial, he was entirely disappointed in 
this expectation, he relinquished his Episcopal dignity, 
and spent the remainder of his life in retirement and 
devotion. 

He was in the thirty-ninth year of his age, when he 
was elected Principal of the University of Edinburgh. 
His father, by an order of the Long Parliament, had 
recovered his liberty thirteen years before, being in 
the seventy-second year of his age, and worn out 
with hard imprisonment, poverty, and sickness, 1 
Laud, who had instigated the prosecution against 
him, was himself doomed in his turn to suffer, and 
had already, on the 10th of .January 1645, perished 
on the scaffold. 

On the 20th of January 1653, a deputation was 
25£2S!?" fte nt to Mr. Leighton, with a letter from the Town- 

office i if 

Council, inviting him to take possession of his new 
office. As the Church of Scotland, of which he was 
a minister, continued to be more and more agitated 

1 Neal\ History of the Puritans. «lit 171*4, vol. ii. p. 336. 
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and distracted by internal divisions, as well as by the 
interference of the English power, and as he was still 
averse from taking any share in its disputes, he con 
sidered an Academical life as even more favourable to 
his views of study and retirement than the charge of 
a country parish, and therefore was prevailed on to 
accept of the invitation. 

He had not been invested with the office of Prin- Mr. comu 

return* from 

cipal much longer than a month when Mr. William SfSEtk 
Colvill, ignorant of what had happened, arrived from mminU * 
Utrecht, with a view to take possession of the same 
charge. The Town-Council, as some compensation The Tom,. 

° 1 Council 

to Mr. Colvill for his disappointment, ordered 2000 
marks of vacant salary to be paid to him ; l and after tun * him 
the Restoration, when Mr. Leighton accepted of a 
Bishopric, they recurred to their original choice, and 
appointed Mr. Colvill to succeed him as Principal of 
the University of Edinburgh. 

The Professorship of Humanity being vacant by the ^ims.^ 
promotion of Mr. James Pillans, Mr. John Wishart, 
who had taken his degree in the year 1650, under Mr. thirteenth 

~ Professor of 

Thomas Crawford, was, on the 9th of March, elected » u ™» ,:t > 
in his place, probably by the usual number of dele- 
gates from the Town-Council, Judges, Advocates, and 
Writers to the Signet. The election was confirmed 
in a meeting of the Town Council on the 11th of the 
same month. 2 

No new election of a Rector had been made since 
the year 1651, when Mr. Robert Douglas appears for 

» Town-Council Records, February ministers of Perth, 1st of February 
23, 185a [It may be added, that 1655.] 
Mr. Colvill was admitted one of the * Ibul. 
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the last time to have l>een invested with that annual 
dignity ; and as the office was still suffered to remain 
dormant, the College now consisted of the following 
members :•- 

Mr. Robert Leigh ton, Principal. 
Mr. Davi«l Dickson, Professor of Divinity. 
Mr. James Pillans, 
Mr. James Wiseman, 

Mr. Thomas Crawford (also > Regents of Philosophy. 

Professor of Mathematics), 
Mr. Duncan Forrester, 
Mr. John Wishart, Professor of Humanity. 
Mr. Julius Conradus Otto, Professor of Oriental Languages. 
Mr. James Nairnc, Librarian. 

i<™ This session was also a short one ; for Air. Forrester's 

May. 

class, being the sixty-fifth, and twenty-eight in num 
ber, received the usual degree in the month of May ; 
among whom was Mr. Thomas Gilxson, an Englishman, 
whose name appears in the Graduation Book, subscrib 
ing a particular spoiisio, in which he acknowledges his 
adherence to the Confession of Faith of the Britannic 
churches- that is, of the Assembly of Divines at 
Westminster — renounces Popery and Prelacy, and 
promises perpetual affection to the University of Edin- 
burgh. 1 This graduation was conducted in a private 
manner, in consequence of a petition presented to the 
Town-Council by the Magistrates, stating that they 
were unable to defray the usual expense attending a 

i At this graduation it i* prohahlc logii;e," which lie delivered to the st a- 

that Mr. R<>Wrt I^-ighton presided as dents of Divinity as Primarius Thro 

Principal of the College, and then de- logiar Professor : printed («* a j->*t 

livercd the tir>t of those I'ar;i neses and humuu* volume] at Loudon in a small 

Prayers whirh are extant in print, ami 4to volume in the year 10'.'3. 
subjoined to the " Pnele< tione* Theo- 



The sixty 
ii nh Claaa 
graduated. 
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public graduation ; and also on account of the troubles 
of the country. 1 

On the 27th of the same month, the Council thought m* 

^ ° May 27. 

proper that the salary of Mr. David Dickson, Professor JJ; e gjgj ,,f 
of Divinity, should be augmented from 1600 to 2000 au^uW 
marks, as he was called to discharge also the duty of 
a minister of the city. 2 

As it was thought expedient this year to summon a 
General Assembly of the Church against the 20th of 
July, the Town-Council, on the 14th of that month, 
held a meeting in the College with the Professors, to 
which the Ministers also were summoned, but did not 
attend ; when they elected Mr. Leighton to represent 
the University in that Assembly. But Mr. Leighton 
having gone to England during the vacation, as he 
afterwards frequently used to do, the Council gave a 
commission to the Professors to choose another 
member in his place, but protested, at the same time, 
that this should not be considered as giving up their 
right to sit and vote at any future election. 

At the next meeting of the College in October, after 
the vacation, we find Mr. John Wishart, who had 
lately been elected Professor of Humanity, undertak- 

Professor, in 

ing the charge of the new Bejan class, instead of Mr. |^£ j ;£J , . r - 
Duncan Forrester, who had either died or resigned his William 
office, 3 and that Mr. William Forbes, a young man who tt 
had taken his degree at the last graduation, was made HuSTy* 
Professor of Humanity, in place of Mr. Wishart. Mr. mV'wi"^* 
Pillans this session had the charge of the Semi, Mr. 

1 Town -Council Records, May 6, 8 [Forraster resigned on account of 
1653. ill-health, 4th of February 1664— 

* fbitl. Town-Council Records.] 
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Wiseman that of the Bachelor, and Mr. Crawford that 
of the Magistrand Class. 
i<*4 This last mentioned class being the sixty-sixth since 

The sixty ° J 

SmSum? tue institution of the University, and which had 
entered under Mr. Crawford's tuition at Kirkaldy in 
the end of the year 1650, when the country was in 
great alarm on account of the approach of Cromwell's 
army, was graduated this year about the beginning of 
May, its number being only seventeen. One more 
was added the 1 2th of that month, and another the 
4th of July. 

*5S»n ^ tne °P enm g °f a new session in October, a con- 
lxxiii. s j ( j era y e num l )er of young students seem to have 

entered to Mr. Crawford's new class, sixty four names 
appearing in the list of those who were matriculated, 
and others being afterwards added. 

Before the conclusion of the session, the Town 
Council, on the 13th of April 1655, appointed that 
each student at his entry to the College should contri- 
bute a crown, or at the least half a crown, for the 
benefit of the Library ; and they likewise ordered 
particular inquiry to l>e made concerning the tithes of 
the parishes of Currie and Kirkurd, being part of the 
revenue of the Archdeaconry of Lothian, formerly 
granted to the College. 1 
mS* About the month of March or April this year, Mr. 
K^iTbr. .John Mien was appointed Keeper of the Library in 
..r*Mr n ja!u^ place of Mr. James Naime. The College mace had 

Nairn* 1 ° 

been lent for the use of the public, and l>cing produced 
in the Town Council on the 7th of March, was, on the 

1 Town C'ounnl ReronU. 



Digitized by Google 



OF EDINBURGH. 



23d of May, delivered to Mr. Mien the new Librarian, 
after being cleaned by John Milne, goldsmith, who 
received two dollars for his work. 1 

An inventor}' of the writs belonging to the College 
having been made out, the Town-Council ordered it, 
on the 23d of May, to be deposited in the Town's 
charter-room. 

This year Mr. Wisemans class, being the sixty- i&m 

■* The Hixty 

seventh, and consisting of thirty-one students, re- g™ 1 ^, 
ceived the usual degree on the 23d of May; which was ' 
still considerably sooner than usual, probably owing 
to the poverty of the country at this time. 2 

On the 23d of January 1656, the Council ordered a 
particular account of the mortifications or donations 
to the College, and the sums thereof remaining in the 
Towns hands, to be inserted in the Council Records of 
thiB date. 3 

Soon after the commencement of a new session in 
October, Mr. Wiseman, to whose charge the new 
Bejan class had fallen in rotation, died ; while Mr. 
Crawford was proceeding with the Semi, Mr. Wishart 
with the Bachelor, and Mr. Pillans with the Magis- 
trand class. 

In consequence of a consultation held on the 5 th of 



1 Town-Council Records*. 

2 In the fourth of Mr. Leigh ton's 
Paneneses or Exhortations which he 
delivered to the students at their gra- 
duation during the time in which he 
was Principal, allusion is made to the 
curtailing of the sessions. " Non est, 
ut opinor, quod multis urgeam in- 
dustriam vest ram, et assiduum in 
studiis humanis et philosophic!* pro- 
gressurn : in quibus, si quid de solenni 
curriculo Acadeniico, temporum horum 



injuria et infelicitas surripuit, id eerte 
lections sedula quamprimum subse- 
quutura reparandum erit : sed ctiamsi 
nil tale contigisset adversi, credo vos 
non ignorare studiorum illorum in 
schnlis nostris tantum jacta esse funda- 
meuta, quibus plures anni et indefatk- 
gata industria plenioris eruditionis 
a*dihciuni superstniant, quod Divini 
spiritus accessu Deo in templum con- 
secretur."— P. 210. 
3 See this document in Appendix. 
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March 1656, by a deputation froni the Town-Council, 
^ mnm with the Prineipal and Regents, Mr. William Forbes, 
Humanity, Professor of Humanity, was elected on the 7th to 
PnS^r of 1 succeed Mr. Wiseman as Regent of Philosophy, and 
™pSnt' undertook the charge of the new fie i an class, amount- 

Mr. Wiseman. , ° . 

ing, when matriculated, to the number of sixty -five 
students. 

April j. No record of the students of Humanity had been 
atxiftah the kept before tins time, and therefore their numl>ers 

Humanity 1 

rnw werc no f known. But it should seem that the utility 
of the Professorship of Humanity had begun to In- 
called in question. For on the 2d of April, the Town- 
Council appointed two of their number, John Jossie, 
and Thomas Kincaid, to wait on the Judges, Advo 
eates, and Writers, to acquaint them with a proposal 
to aWish the Humanity class, as prejudicial not only 
to the Grammar School, but to the College itself, and 
to employ the salary of the office some other way for 
the advancement of learning. It is not easy to dis- 
cover how an institution so apparently useful could 
have fallen into such disrepute at this time. The 
College of Justice, however, do not seem to have con- 
curred with the Town-Council in this opinion, but 
took some time to deliberate upon a subject of such 
An.nunm importance. In the meantime, the Council appointed 
thrHu '' a teacher of the name of John Cruickshanks to be 

mamty <Ia*h 

appoints. mastel . n f t j u , Humanity class till the end of the 

session. 

On the 9th of July, Mr. James Pillanss class, being 
HKbth^L the sixty-eighth, and twentv-three in numl>er, received 
the degree of M.A., without any printed Theses : none, 
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at least, for this year are to be found in the eollection 
preserved in the Library ; nor are there indeed any 
such from the year 1650 till the year 1659. 

The Professorship of Hebrew having become vacant ^i«56 
by the resignation or death of Julius Conradus Otto, EJj^g^. 
the first Professor, the Town-Council, on the 3d of Sep- second Pn>- 

f«wor of 

tember, in consequence of a petition of Mr. David Hebrew 
Dickson, Professor of Divinity, and of the students of 
Divinity, elected Mr. Alexander Dickson, minister of 
Newbattle, to that office, with a salary of £50 sterling 
per annum. 

At the next meeting of the College in October, Mr. O ,tober 
Pillans undertook the care of the new class, the stu- lxxv" 
dents of which, thirty-two in number, were matriculated 
on the 2d of November, and subscribed a new .sywnsio, 
by which they bound themselves to remain attached 
to the University of Edinburgh, affectionate to one 
another, free from all concern in any disorder or tumult, 
ready to check every tendency to discord in their 
society, not only studious of peace within the Univer- 
sity, but of Christian charity everywhere, detesting all 
mean conversation and profane licentiousness ; under- 
standing this obligation to the practice of wisdom and 
religion, as well as affection to the seminary where 
they were bred, to extend not only to the whole time 
of their course of philosophy, but to the whole course 
of their life, and acknowledging that if they were found 
violating this solemn oath, they would deserve to be 
expelled with disgrace from the University. All this 
they promised by the grace of God, and with the divine 
assistance, to perform. 
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i»*56 In consequence of a consultation held among the 
{{S P atrons of the Humanity Professorship, on the 3d of 
fifteenth October, the proposal of abolishing it was rejected, and 

ProfnwMir of 

"pta^of' a comparative trial appointed to take place on the 14 th 
of November, when Mr. James M'Gowan was the sue 
cessful candidate, and was elected by the patrons 
accordingly. The students of Humanity who entered 

Htociua under his care were the first Humanity class who had 
been matriculated; and they amounted only to the 
number of sixteen. 

This session Mr. William Forbes proceeded with the 
Semi class, Mr. Thomas Crawford with the Bachelor, 
and Mr. John Wishart with the Magistrand. 

On the 10th of April 1657, John Nicol, servant to 
Mr. Leighton, was chosen Janitor, ad vitam out cul- 
patn, out of respect for the Principal his master. 1 
ww. On the 16th of July same year, Mr. Wishart s class, 

J^VuniT being the sixty-ninth, and thirty -three in number, re- 
ceived the usual degree. 

The Principal, Mr. Robert Leighton, being to set out 
nn a journey to London, the Town-Council, on the 2 2d 
of the same month, appointed a committee of their 
number to consult with him about making application 
to the Protector for an augmentation of the College 
revenue, which the Principal undertook to endeavour 
to procure. 

Mr. William Forbes, who al>out the beginning of the 
session in October 1053, had been chosen Professor of 
Humanity, and afterwards Regent of Philosophy, which 
last office he had held only during two sessions, died 

' Town-Council Ret nnU. 
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;iU)ut this time, in whose place the Town-Council, 

on the 5th of August, again elected Mr. William 

Tweed ie, who had already held one of the Professor- im. 

ships of Philosophy in the College of Edinburgh, from S n M? r wii , - lh 

the 16th of October 1644 till about the end of the M^vm™ 

Twtwiia re- 
year 1647, when he resigned, and accepted of a call to fZtZLZr of 

be minister at Slamannan Muir in the Presbytery of PUilo " OI * r 
Linlithgow. He had taught with great reputation 
first at St. Andrews and afterwards at Edinburgh ; and 
his resignation, which seems to have been somewhat 
abrupt, disappointed the patrons and the public in 
their expectations of his further utility as a Professor. 
This appears from the particular conditions agreed 
upon when again he accepted of the office, on the 
1 1th of September, which were, that at the end of a 
four years' course he should not commence a new one, 
without undertaking to finish it, and that he should 
give three months' notice before his removal Mr. 
Alexander Dickson, Professor of Hebrew, was the 
person pitched upon to go to the Presbytery of Lin- 
lithgow, on the 19th, to obtain his detachment from 
his ministerial charge. 

In October, .Mr. John Wishart entered upon a new < J£Jj- 
Kejan class, which, by the matriculation list, appears to uutVL 
have increased to the number of seventy-four. Mr. 
Pillans carried forward the Semi, Mr. William Tweedie 
the Bachelor, and the venerable Mr. Thomas Crawford 
the Magistrand. 

On the 9th of December, Mr. John Stevenson, i*. * 

Mr John 

keeper of the Library, who had succeeded Mr. John JJgJSJ- 
Mein in that charge, but at what precise time is un- 
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certain, was ordered to make two catalogues of the 
books, one for the Town, and another for the College. 1 

jj j* In January 1658, the Bohemian Protest bequeathed 
to the College by Dr. William Guild, was received, 
and is still preserved in the Library. 2 It was care- 
fully sent by Katharine Holland, his widow. 8 

M»y 19. On the 19th of Mav, Mr. John Kniland, who had 

Mr. Juhu * 

taken his degree at the preceding graduation, was 
elected Librarian, in place of Mr. John Stevenson, 
deceased, on condition of his remaining in the office 
six years, under the penalty 7 of 1000 marks in case of 
his withdrawing before that time. It had, as may" be 
supposed, been found very inconvenient that the office 
had lately passed in rapid succession through so many 
hands. 

On the 30 th of June, certain regulations for bursar* 
were adopted by the Town-Council, and inserted 
in their Records, together with the form of an oath 
which they should be required to take for the 
future. 

" Rules anent Bursars. 

" I. That it be signified by the Regents to all the present bursar* 
before the ensuing vacance, and be accordingly settled for time U> 
come, that all that are entered to that benefit be present with the 
first after the vacance ended ; and that if any of them shall be 
absent at furthest on the 10th of October, without an invincible 

necessity, clearly certified, abatement shall l>e made of «, 

by way of |>enalty, out of their first quarter's allowance ; and that 
on the 1 5th of October, the examination of the said Burears shall 

1 Town-Council Records. 371 ; and ShirrefTs Life of Guild, p. 

1 l f >M. 74, and note E j 2d edit p. 85, and 

* S«-e the old Library Catalogues ; note G. 

Maitlawl'a History of Kdinhwvh. p. 4 Blank in the original *s. 
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begin, in order to their testimonials, to be given thereupon, accord- 
ing to their deserving, for the continuance or withdrawing of their 
respective provisions ; and if any of them shall be absent on the 

15th of October, then the abatement for penalty to be 1 

" 2. That new entrants that sute for the benefit of a bursary, do 
bring with them, or at least before their admission to it, do procure, 
a sufficient testimonial of their good behaviour and sufficiency from 
the schoolmaster under whom they learned, and from the minister 
of the parish. 

" 3. That the said entrants do, after due examination by the 
masters of the College, bring from them a testimonial of their quali- 
fication and hopefulness, and present it to the Council of Edinburgh, 
without which they are not to be admitted to any pension greater or 
smaller. 

" 4. That they have, each quarter, in order to their receiving the 
quarter's due, a line of testimony of their continuing proficiency and 
good demeanour, under the hand of the Primar and their own Re- 
gent 

" 5. That the testimonials for their first admission to bursaries, 
as likewise those renewed after their yearly examinations, be sub- 
scribed by the Primar and Regents, or all, or two of them at least, 
who, at their first entry to their several places, ought solemnly to 
promise to be, to their best discerning, most impartially faithful in 
giving of the said testimonials. 

" 6. That the testimonials, as much as may be, do particularly 
bear the several degrees of the abilities, and whither commendables, 
in the students suiting for these places, so as the eminently preg- 
nable wits, being withal diligent and of good behaviour, may be 
preferred to the best bursaries ; and this more particularly to be 
regarded in reference to those six to be provided out of the last 
gift. 

" 7. That besides the subscribing the form set down in the com- 
mon book of matriculation of all students in this College, there may 
hie a particular form of engagement to obedience and good behaviour, 
and what rules [it] shall be thought fit to specify in it, for all the 
Bursars to subscribe apart, and that a book be provided for contain- 
ing the said form and their subscriptions. 

4t 8. That if any of them, after better exi>ectation, shall, either 

1 Blank in the original MS. 
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by indiligence and non-proficiency, or by any kind of misdemeanour, 
be found at tbe close of their course unworthy of their degree, the 
College do not so much wrong both to the nation and to itself, and 
to that degree, as to confer it on them, but according to their de- 
merit seclude them from it : which yet wUl, in a probability, the 
more rarely fall out, if the former rules for their first admission and 
after continuance be carefully observed. 

" 9. That whosoever hath taken his degree in this College, and 
shall after put in for one of the provisions appropriated to students 
in Divinity, it be reqiured of him, besides the common form given 
to all that have taken the same degree, to bring a particular testi- 
monial from the Primar and Regents of his deserving that favour, as 
being of an orderly and grave carriage, and a good proficient in his 
bypast studies ; which, if at all, they will then certainly be best able 
to give after so long time spent under their discipline, and so many 
iterated trials of their sufficiency. • 

" That some of the ministers be spoke withal, for using the like 
cautions and rules in conferring the allowances given to scholars in 
this College by the Kirk-Sessions, and that they enact somewhat to 
that purpose. Likewise, if there be any others that present to bur- 
saries here they be spoke with, or writ to, to the same effect, nnd 
they be desired to return somewhat in writ, testifying their consent 
to a course, regular and reasonable, and so much tending to the go<*l 
of church and commonwealth, seeing this kind of scholars that need 
some help of maintenance, do more generally afterwards apply them- 
selves either to the ministry, or other employments, than those who 
have larger patrimonies or estates to look to. And these Orders to 
be intimated to the College before the time of vacance. 

" Follows the Oath or promise of each Bursar, to be adminUtrat 
to them at their admission : — 

" ■ 1, A.B., now admitted a student in the College of Edinburgh, 
and to the benefit of a yearly allowance out of the revenues thereof, 
do solemnly and sincerely promise, as in the sight of God, that I 
will, through the assistance of his grace, endeavour in my whole con- 
versation to behaTe myself suitably, not only to my present station 
and the favour conferred on mo therein, but, w hich is much more, to 
the high name and calling of a Christian, walking in the fear of CitwL, 
neither giving evil example to others nor taking it from them, nor 
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familiarly conversing with any persons given to cursing or swearing, 
or any other virious practice ; yea, if I know of any such within 
this College, I will faithfully delate them : nor will I ever involve 
myself in fightings or jarrings or classical contentions, or any kind 
of factions and disorderly combinements ; yea, upon the first per- 
ceivance of any such thing amongst any persons whatsomever under 
the discipline of this house, I will forthwith discover [it]. Further, 
that I will do my utmost to preserve the fabric of the College from 
being wronged, and will be cheerfully ready to do all duties required 
of me for the service and good thereof, and obedient to the masters 
of it, in whatsoever they shall reasonably command me, while I am 
under their charge ; and while I live will bear that grateful affection 
and respects I owe to this College, and giadly testify it to my power 
upon all occasions. Further, I declare that if, during the time of 
my abode in this College, I shall be foimd disorderly, disobedient, or 
my carriage any way dissonant to the above mentioned premises, I 
shall justly be accounted to have forfeited in so doing both the 
maintenance I enjoy, and whatsoever other favours or privileges I 
either have or might have expected in this College.' 

u The same rules and promise to be extended, so near as can be, 
to the Bursars of Divinity." 1 

About the end of the same month, the seventieth 165a 
class, consisting of sixty-four students, was brought ^^'{»« 
by Mr. Thomas Crawford to the usual degree. 

Principal Leighton, during his stay in London the A gift of 
former vacation, had found means to obtain for the lin « » Mr , 

7 annum Ob- 

College from the Protector a gift of £200 sterling per t t t"i^ fh,m 
annum out of the Church lands ; and on the 2d of u ° r 
July he moved, in a meeting of the Town-Council, 
that the magistrates, ministers, and masters of the 
College should use their endeavours to procure a 
locality for that sum. The College-Treasurer was 
ordered to pay to Mr. Leighton 1000 marks Scots, for 
defraying his expenses to London. 1 

1 Town-Council Records, vol. xix. p. 315. 2 Hid. 



Digitized by Google 



182 HISTORY OF THE 

At the same meeting the Principal gave in the 
following complaint to the Council : — 1st, That there 
were suspected houses near the College ; particularly 
one Mary Kincaid, in the College Wynd, kept an 
irregular house. 2dly, That the students were not so 
good proficients in Philosophy as could be wished ; of 
which the reason was a deficiency in the knowledge 
of grammar. The Council proposed that Mr. Thomas 
Crawford should prepare new Rudiments, and be re- 
warded for his trouble. 

An Act of Council was passed on the 30th of July 

July 30. A 

SSfSf f° r huilding the Professor of Divinity's house, for 
Kctibo which a large sum had been bequeathed by Mr. 
Bartholomew Somerville. It stood very near the 
corner of the new College, which is now occupied by 
the house for the Principal, and had a good garden 
adjoining to it. 1 

As it was found difficult to allocate the Protectors 
former grant of an annuity of £200, a new signature 
was obtained from his Highness, specifying the diffe 
rent lands from which this sum was to l>e got ; and 
it was given in to the Council on the 20th of August. 2 
Soon after, viz., upon the 3d of Scptemlier 1658, 
the Protector died of a fever at his palace of White- 
hall. During the time of his Protectorate, Scotland 
had been governed as a conquered province, but with 
great lenity, and the country in general, as well a.s 
the seats of learning in particular, enjoyed considerable 

1 See the old inscription. that the Colics* never obtained an% 

* It is prol.ahle, as the ItotecWi l»eneht from this K'rant. 
death in happened September thi* war, 
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tranquillity and prosperity. 1 On his death, Monk, 
who had great authority in Scotland, proclaimed 
Richard Cromwell, Olivers son, Protector. But Rich- 
ard being without capacity for holding so high and 
important an office, was deposed on the 2 2d of April 
in the following year. 

On the 15th of October 1658, compeared before the 
Town-Council, Mr. Pillans and Mr. W. Tweedie, 
Philosophy Regents, with Mr. James M 'Go wan, 
Humanity Regent, who, on account of the state of 
his health, demitted by delivering a pen into the 
Provosts hand. The Council of the College was 
directed to inquire into his condition, and to report 
as to his deserving charity. 2 

On the same day, Sir James Stewart, Lord Provost, 
John Marjoribanks, and William Reid, Bailies, David 
Wilkie, Dean of Guild, William Johnston, Treasurer, 
John Jossie, John Lauder, John Milne, and James 
Lawson, were named College Council for the ensuing 
year. They accepted and took the oath de fideli 
administrations; and the Town-Council appointed 
their meeting with the Primar, Professors, Regents, 
and Treasurer of the College, to be each first Tuesday 
of the month in the afternoon. 8 

The cautioners of the deceased Mr. John Johnston, 
Librarian, were also appointed to bring in such books 
as had not yet been brought in. 4 

On the 21st of the same month, offer was made by 
the Primar, Mr. Robert Leighton, to preach in the 

» See Hume's History of England, * Town-Council Records, 
chap. lxi. * Ibid. 

* Town-Council Records. 
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College hall to the scholars, on the Sabbath-day, once 
in two, three, or four weeks, per vices, with the rest 
of the Professors. 1 

On the 17th of November, report was made to the 
Town-Council of a meeting held in the College with 
Judge Moslcy, Judge Ker, and Alexander Leslie, 
Writer to the Signet (Mr. John Nisbet, Advocate, 
not having compeared), when they chose Mr. Hugh 
Smith Regent of Humanity in place of Mr. James 
M'GowaiL 

On the 30th of the same month, at a meeting of 
the Town-Council and Professors held in the College, 
they appointed the whole writings and papers belong- 
ing to the College to be sought out, put into a chest 
or coffer, and deposited in the charter house or clerk's 
chamber. 2 

On the same day, Mr. Thomas Crawford was ap- 
pointed to draw a draught of the great letters to be 
put upon the board of the Benefactors. 3 

In October, Mr. Thomas Crawford entered upon the 
charge of a new and numerous class. In the list of 
those matriculated at the beginning and afterward* 
there appear 123 names. This probably includes 
all who entered during the whole course of four years. 
Such as entered after the first year, either coming 
from other universities, or found upon examination 
qualified for being admitted at an advanced period of 
the course, were called Supervcnientes. Mr. John 
Pillans proceeded with the Bachelor, and Mr. William 
Tweedie with the Magistrand class, in place of Mr. Wil- 

' Town Council Rtroris. 1 flliW. ' lh%d. 
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liam Forbes, deceased, who had succeeded Mr. James 
Wiseman in the charge of the Bejan class in March 
1656, but did not survive to see them graduated. 

Accordingly, Mr. William Tweedie brought the i«5y. 
seventy-first class forward to the usual degree of M.A. Jj£^ ty 
upon the 14th of July 1659, their number being gnMiu * t *' 1 
forty-five. From the printed Theses on tins occasion, 
it appears that the solemnity was performed in the 
Lady Yester s Church ; 1 and the disputation was con- 
tinued there from eleven o'clock in the morning 
until the evening. 

After the usual vacation, the Bejan class was com- 
menced in October by Mr. Tweedie, who seems already 
to have acquired great reputation ; for the class was 
veiy numerous, the list after the matriculation, which 
began on the 13th of October, amounting to 123. Mr. 
Crawford proceeded with the Semi, Mr. Wishart with 
the Bachelor, and Mr. Pillans with the Magistrand 
classes. 

This formed the year of the restoration of Mon- 1W0 
archy to Great Britain. On the 1st of May, General 
Monk ventured to announce this event to the Parlia- 
ment of England then convened, where the intel- 
ligence was received with the loudest acclamations ; 
and King Charles the Second having arrived from the 
Continent, entered London on the 29th of the same 
month. The Restoration was no less acceptable in 
Scotland than it was in England ; and men in both 
kingdoms persuaded themselves that the era of pro- 
sperity and happiness had now arrived. 

« Lady Tester's Church was built about the year 1054. 
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FKOM THE RESTORATION TO THE REVOLUTION IN 1«»S. 

nkio. On the 19th of July, the seven ty-second class, under 

The wv Hity 

gndSttte^ * ne tuition of Mr. James Pillans, was, after solemn dis 
putation in the Lady Yesters Church, advanced to the 
degree of M.A., in number forty-four. 

In the following October, Mr. Pillans entered upon 
the tuition of a new Bejan class, in number ninety- 
four. Mr. Tweedie went forward with the Semi, M r. 
Thomas Crawford with the Bachelor, and Mr. John 
Wishart with the Magistrand classes, 
kwi The seventy-third class, on the 19 th of June, under 

The wvrnt} - J 

ffi$£ the tuition of Mr. John Wishart, in numl>er fifty, 
after solemn disputation in Lady Yesters Church, were 
honoured with the usual degree. On this occasion the 
printed Theses were dedicated to the Karl of Middle ton, 
the Kings Commissioner to the Scottish Parliament 

This year liis Majesty was advised to establish Epis- 
copacy in Scotland, though evidently contrary to the 
inclination of the great body of the people ; and when 
persons were sought out to be made Bishops, Dr. 
Robert Leighton, Principal of the College of Edin- 
burgh, lK'ing then in London, on his return from Bath, 
where he had been for the recovery of his health, was 
prevailed on to accept of the See of Dumblane. He 
was a man of a singularly pious and respectable char- 
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acter, very learned and eloquent, and extremely modest. 
His eharaeter is deseribed in a most favourable manner 
by Bishop Burnet (in his History of his Own Time, 
Book II.), who knew him well He excelled particu- 
larly in speaking Latin with great fluency and purity, 
which fitted him admirably for the public appearances 
he had to make as the head of a College. Several of 
his prelections to the students of Divinity, as well as 
addresses to the candidates at the annual graduations, 
which are extant in print, 1 do him great honour. He 
presided over the College of Edinburgh with great 
prudence and propriety during the greater part of 
Cromwell's usurpation, but his acceptance of a Bishop- 
ric occasioned a vacancy in this office. The patrons 
of the University now reverted to their former choice, 
and placed the Rev. Mr. William Colvill at the head 
of the College, whom they had formerly elected, but 
superseded before he was installed in the office, in order 
to make way for Mr. Robert Leighton, now Bishop of 
Dumblane, and afterwards Archbishop of Glasgow. 
What was the precise date of Mr. William ColvuTs 
admission as Principal of the College I have not been 
able to discover, 2 but I find him subscribing the laws 
of the public Library, along with the Professors, on the 
11th December 1662. 

In October, Mr. John Wishart began a new Bejan 
class, eighty-four in number, Mr. Pillans now having 
the Semi, Mr. Twcedie the Bachelor, and Mr. Thomas 
Crawford the Magistrand classes. 

1 [See giiprti, note, p. 1 7**- ] Leight<»n'f resignation, 3Uh March 

■ [Colvill was elected Principal upon 1 W2. - Town-Council Record*. ] 
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On the 1st of August Mr. Thomas Crawford brought 
the Magistrand class to the usual degree, forty-four in 
number. No printed Theses of this graduation appear. 
Probably Mr. Crawford was excused for not having 
provided any such on this occasion, on account of his 
advanced age and long services in the College. This 
was the last set which he saw graduated, for he died 
towards the close of this year, 1 after having recently 
entered to the charge of the Bejan class in the preced- 
ing October. Mr. Hugh Smith, Professor of Humanity, 
was the person who succeeded him in the professor- 
ship of Philosophy, but not in that of Mathematics, 
which Mr. Crawford had likewise held. 

On the 29th of October 1662, Mr. Hugh Smith re- 
signed his Regency of Humanity, as he was to enter 
upon some other charge ; and on the 1st of December 
he was chosen Regent of Philosophy in place of Mr. 
Thomas Crawford, deceased. The advice of the Prin- 
cipal and Professors was taken on this occasion, which 
was unanimous in favour of Mr. Smith. Mr. Crawford 
also on his death-bed had recommended him. 2 

Air. Crawford was one of the most laborious, suc- 
cessful, and celebrated teachers, who had ever appeared 
in this University. He had been, first of all, Professor 
of Humanity, which office he obtained after a very 
strict comparative trial in the year 1626 ; he held it 
only about four years, and then preferred the Rector- 
ship of the High School. From this office he was 
again translated to the College, and made one of the 
Professors of Philosophy in place of Air. James Wright. 

> [Crawford died " in the moneth, etc. lfiG-i," probably in October. - Register 
of Continued Testament*. ) 1 Town-Council Records. 
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He was also made public Professor of the Mathematics. 
Both these offices he held till the time of his death. 
Notwithstanding his great diligence and fidelity in the 
discharge of these offices, he found time to draw up a 
most distinct account of this University from its first 
foundation in 1581 till the year 1646. 1 It is to be 
regretted that he did not continue it down to the 
Restoration, as the papers now to be found do not 
furnish, by auy means, such ample materials as he, if 
we may judge from what he has mitten, was pos- 
sessed of. 

After Mr. Crawford's death, Mr. Hugh Smith, his 
successor in the Philosophy professorship, carried for- 
ward the Bejan class, the number of which was 102, 
Mr. John Wishart the Semi, Mr. James Pillans the 
Bachelor, and Mr. William Tweedie the Magistrand 
classes. 

On the 5th of December 1662, Mr. Patrick Scougall 
was chosen Professor of Divinity in place of Mr. David 
Dickson, who had resigned. 

It does not however appear that Mr. Scougall was 
installed; for, on the 22d of January 1664, the Lord 
Provost reported in Council that he had written about 
Mr. Scougall to the Archbishop of St. Andrews, who 
answered, that he had already provided a higher place 
in the Church for Mr. Scougall ; 2 and therefore the 
Provost appointed the Council to consider of some 
other fit person to be Professor of Divinity. 

Mr. William Cumming was, by strict comparative '«« 
trial, chosen to succeed Mr. Hugh Smith in the Pro- 

> [Crawford's History, or, as the M8. * [Scougall was at this time promoted 
calls it, " Memoires," was printed at to the see of Aberdeen.] 
rMinbnrgh, 1S08, 8vo.] 
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fessorship of Humanity on the 16th of February. So 
that after the resignation of Mr. Robert Leightou, 
Principal, and the death of Mr. Thomas Crawford, 
Professor of Philosophy and of Mathematics, the Col- 
lege stood as follows : — 

Mr. William Colvill, Principal. 

( Vacant.) Professor of Diviuity. 

Mr. Hugh Smith, 
Mr. John Wishart, 
Mr. James Pillans, 
Mr. William Tweedie, 

( Vacant.) Professor of Mathematics. 

Mr. Alexander Dickson, Professor of Hebrew. 
Mr. William Cumming, Professor of Humanity. 

On the 10th of June 1663, Andrew Anderson was 
elected Town and College Printer in place of Gideon 
Lithgow. 

1W3 Mr. William Tweedie graduated the seventy-fifth 
ShTl/i^ class on the 27th of July 1663. The meeting was 
held in Lady Tester's Church, and the Theses whic h 
were the subjects of the solemn disputation were 
dedicated to John, Earl of Rothes, the King's Com- 
missioner to the Scots Parliament. The number of 
the graduates was seventy-one. 

On the 11th of Septemlicr 1663, an Act of Council 
was passed declaring the Towns debt due to the 
College to be £75,732, 13s. 4d. Scots. 

The next Bejan class to which it was Mr. Tweedie s 
turn to enter to the charge of, in the following OctoW, 
consisted of ninety two. They were matriculated on 
the 14th of next January. Mr. Hugh Smith carried 
forward the Semi, Mr. John Wishart the Bachelor, ami 
Mr. James Pillans th* 1 Magistrand classes. 
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On the 2 2d of January, the Lord Provost reported 
about the vacant Professorship of Divinity, etc. 1 He 
said that he had spoken to Mr. Colvill, Principal, who 
wished the place to be supplied immediately, and 
therefore the Provost recommended to the Magistrates 
to consider of fit persons for the charge. On the 
same day a meeting was appointed to be held at 
the College about making exact catalogues of the 
Library. 

On the 27th of January, Mr. William Keith, minister 
at Udney, was chosen Professor of Divinity, in place of 
Mr. David Dickson, during the Town's pleasure ; and 
on the 29th he appeared in Council and accepted. 

On the 29 th of January it was ordered, that each 
Magistrand should pay four pounds Scots, and each 
Bejan 3 Os. to the Library, instead of a book usually gifted 
by each. An alphabetical catalogue was to be com- 
pleted ; also a press catalogue to be made ; and another 
of all the books as they came in. William Cumming's 
salary, as Professor of Humanity, was augmented twenty 
pounds Scots. And on the 15th of July Mr. John 
Dunlop, present keeper of the Library, by ticket dated 
September 4, 1G62, granted, that he had received from 
Mr. John Knilantl, his predecessor, all the books in the 
Library. 2 

On the 18th of July, Mr. Pillans's class, consisting 
of fifty, were graduated, in the usual manner, in ^j;^;** 
Lady Yester's Church ; and after the vacation he be- 
gan the new Bejan class, consisting of ninety- two 
students. Mr. William Tweedie having earned on the 

1 See above, December 5, lflfl2. * Town-Council Records. 
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Semi to the time of his death in February 1665, was 
succeeded in this charge by Mr. William Gumming, 
formerly Professor of Humanity, who now carried on 
the Semi class, not far advanced in their logic. Mr. 
Hugh Smith carried forward the Bachelor to the end 
of the session, and died in August 1665. 

On the 24th of August, the alphabetical and press 
catalogues were produced by Mr. Pillans and Mr. 
Tweedie ; and on the 26 th the College Treasurer was 
appointed to receive the rents for chambers in the 
College, and for the future to make them be paid per 
advance. 1 

im. On the 2 2d of February 1665, Mr. William Cuni 

Feb. 22. J ' 

ming, Regent of Humanity, was elected Regent of 
Philosophy, in place of Mr. William Tweedie, deceased. 
On the 1st of March, Sir Andrew Ramsay, Provost, 
and John Milne, master mason, were appointed to meet 
with the delegates from the College of Justice, to choose 
a Professor of Humanity ; and on the 10th of the same 
month Mr. Andrew Ross was chosen. 2 

On the 7th of July, 800 pounds yearly was allowed 
to Alexander Dickson, who had been Professor of 
Hebrew since September 3, 1656. 
Tbetevnty. Mr. John Wishart graduated the Magistrand class, 
cum consisting of sixty-four, at the conclusion of the 

K'r»< hiatal. • 

session, but no printed Theses appear for this gradua- 
tion. He had lately been appointed one of the Com- 
missaries of Edinburgh ; and he now resigned his 
charge in the College. 

On the 16th of August, Mr. George St. Clair 3 was 

• Town-Couucil Records. « /bid. • [Or Sinclair.] 
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elected Regent of Philosophy in place of Hugh Smith 
deceased, and accepted. 

In October next, at the meeting of the classes after 
the vacation, Mr. Wishart, now a Commissary, at the 
request of the Town-Council, Principal, and Regents, 
undertook the charge of the Magistrand class in place 
of Mr. Hugh Smith, lately deceased, that the College 
might suffer as little as possible from so great a mor- 
tality as had lately happened among its Professors. 
Mr. Cumming was desired to assemble the new Bejan 
class ; Mr. Pillans continued with the Semi ; and Mr. 
Andrew Ross, formerly chosen Professor of Humanity, 
but now one of the Philosophy Regents, 1 was set over 
the Bachelor class, which, having been the Semi the 
former session, had been taught with success a part of 
the time by Mr. Cumming. 

On the 10th of November, the Council agreed that 
the Lord Provost, present and to come, should be 
always Rector and Governor of the College. 

It was also agreed that Mr. William Colvill, Primar, 
should be sent for to the Council, and gently reproved 
for having given greater importance to the Commis- 
sioners from the College of Justice, at the choice of 
a Professor of Humanity, than to the Commissioners 
from the Town-Council. 

On the 6th of December, Thomas Bell was elected 
Professor of Humanity. 

On the 2d of March, 1G66, Mr. William Somcrville, \<m. 
student of Divinity, son of John Somcrville, deacon of 

' (Mr. Ross was not promoted to be Notices of Profc**or* of Humanity in 
* Regent of Philosophy till the month a subsequent part of tin* volume.) 
of November. 8ec notice of Rom in 

N 
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the Skinners, was chosen Librarian, instead of John 
Dnnlop, resigned. 

On the 13 th of July, Mr. William Douglas, Advo- 
cate, produced to the Town-Council the Earl of 
Teviot's testament, wherein he left 8000 marks, with 
interest due to him by the town, to be bestowed for 
building chambers in the College. 

Mr. Commissary Wishart, who, at the request of 
the Council, Principal, and Regents, had resumed his 
^^ nty Professorship, brought the seventy-eighth class, as he 
SSSmSST had formerly done the seventy-seventh, to the degree, 
but at what precise time does not appear ; nor are 
there any printed Theses for this solemnity extant in 
the College collection. The number of the graduates 
was fifty-six. 

At the opening of the College next October, there 
being a vacancy in one of the Professorships of Philo- 
sophy, in consequence of Mr. Cumming's having, about 
the end of June, accepted an invitation from the 
Earl of Argyll to undertake the private tuition of his 
son, Lord Lorn, Mr. John Wood was chosen by the 
Council from the number of five candidates, and 
placed over the new Bcjan class. As to the Semi and 
the Bachelor classes, Mr. PUlaiis took the charge of 
the one, and Commissary Wishart that of the other ; 
and Mr. Andrew Ross had that of the Magistrand 
class. 

On the 9th of October, the Principal and Professors 
were summoned by the Town-Council to produce a 
certificate under the Bishop's hand, that they had 
taken the oath of allegiance and supremacy, and sub- 
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mitted to and owned the Church government estab 
lished by law. 

On the same day, compeared Mr. William Keith, 
Professor of Divinity, and produced the Bishops cer- 
tificate. 

At this time the College stood as follows :- — 

Mr. William Colvill, Principal. 
Mr. William Keith, Professor of Divinity. 
Mr. James Pillans, 
Mr. John Wishart, 
Mr. Andrew Ross, 
Mr. William Cumming, 
Mr. Thomas Bell, Professor of Humanity. 
Mr. Alexander Dickson, Professor of Hebrew. 

On the 4th of January, 1667, was reported to the im. 
Town-Council a legacy, by Professor William Tweedie, 
of 3000 marks to the College. On the same day, the 
four Bailies were appointed to go over to the College, 
and demand of the Primar and four Regents of Philo- 
sophy, the Bishop's certificate, etc., as above ; and 
such as should not produce it were to have their places 
declared vacant, and their school-doors shut up. 

The seventy-ninth class, which had been first as- 
sembled by Mr. Tweedie in the month of October 
1663, and which, on his death on the 8th of February 
1665, had been carried on by Mr. Cumming to the end 
of the session, was entered to, in October that year, by 
Mr. Andrew Ross, who carried the class forward to the The mnt?- 

ninth (.'las* 

11th of July 1667 ; at which time they received the« mdaatad 
degree without any printed Theses, and in the absence 
of their own Professor, who had been taken ill of a 
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consumption, and died in the succeeding month of 
August. The number of graduates was forty-four. 

In place of Mr. Ross, who had taught with great 
approbation, Mr. William Paterson was called by the 
Council from a Professorship in Marischal College, 
Aberdeen, and intrusted with the charge of the new 
Bejan class, which assembled in October next, 1 and was 
very numerous. At the matriculation, on February 5, 
1668, it consisted of 106. Mr. John Wood had the 
Semi, Mr. James Pillans the Bachelor, and Commis- 
sary Wishart the Magistrand classes. 

In September 1667, Mr. William Henderson was 
chosen Librarian ; and on the 2 2d of November it 
was ordered that no books should be lent out of the 
Library without a receipt. 
\w. On the last day of April, 1668, the eightieth class, 
iS grmdu * un( ^ er tne tuition of Commissary Wishart* were gra- 
duated in the lower hall of the College ; and the 
Theses, on tins occasion, which are called " Spicilegia 
hsec philosophica raptissime congcsta," were dedicated 
to the Right Hon. Andrew Ramsay, Lord Provost, and 
the rest of the Town-Council. The number of the 
graduates was sixty-three. 

In October, Mr. Wishart entered upon the charge 
of a new class, which was very numerous ; for when 
they were matriculated, on the 8th of February follow- 
ing, the list amounted to 122. Mr. William Paterson, 
Mr. John Wood, and Mr. James Pillans, proceeded in 
their order with the other classes. 

' On the 20th of September, 1*567, place of Mr. Andrew Ross, deceased .— 
Mr. William Paterson from Aberdeen Town-Council Records, 
was chosen Regent of Philosophy* in 
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Upon the 17th of October, the Rev. Mr. William 
Colvill, Primar, having called together the Regents 
into the Bibliothec, after he had laid before them the 
necessity of a timely reparation of the discipline of the 
College, which in some things seemed to come short 
of the ancient Statutes appointed at the foundation, 
they unanimously concluded upon sixteen Articles; 
which, upon the 10th of November, a Council being 
holden, were confirmed by the honourable the patrons 
of the College. 

These Articles are as follows : — 

" 1 . That whosoever, whether countryman or stranger, should 
desire to be admitted into the Semi class, not having somewhere 
been a Bejan before, the Regent of the said class shall not receive 
him till first the Primar be acquainted, who is to appoint the Magis- 
trand and the Baccalaur Regents to examine him ; and if they find 
him to have any competent skill in the Greek language, they are to 
signify the same under their hand, or byword, unto the Semi Regent, 
who, till then, is declared unfree to receive him into his class. This 
Article is to stand in force the four subsequent years ; at [the expira- 
tion of] which time the honourable patrons and masters of the College 
may either confirm it anew, or change it, as they shall see cause. 

u 2. That in the winter time, the whole scholars shall convene 
every day before seven in the morning in their respective schools ; 
the Catalogue immediately after prayer shall be called ; and the ab- 
sent* shall be noted and fined, or otherwise punished, at the discretion 
of the Regent. 

" 3. That in every class the censor write two doubles of the Cata- 
logue, and ascribe to every name the place of residence, that in case 
of their absence they may be sought after at their quarters or lodg- 
ings ; and that one of these Catalogues be given to the Primar, and 
the other to the respective Regent. 

" 4. That the Regents in teaching shall follow, as near as can be, 
the rules set down in the Statutes, until it seem good unto the visi- 
tors appointed by his Majesty, if they see cause, [to appoint] another 
method of learning and discipline. 
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" 5. For preventing of tumults at the scholars' entry, that the 
Hebdomadar shall be present every day at half an hour past six in the 
morning ; at half an hour past nine in the forenoon ; and, upon the 
days that the College meets in the afternoon, at half an hour past 
one. And if the Hebdomadar have any reasonable business to de- 
tain him from the performance of his charge, he shall supply his 
place by one of his colleagues. 

" 6. That none of the scholars in the morning, or at any other 
time, be permitted to stand within the gate, or to play, or to walk in 
the higher or lower yard, under the sight of any of the masters. 

" 7. That the censors, in their respective classes, observe such as 
speak Scots, curse, swear, or have any obscene expressions, that the 
Regent may censure them according to the degree of their offence. 

" 8. That in the public disputes of the superior with the inferior 
class, the superiors shall have the first oration ; and that the subject 
matter shall not be an opinion contradictory to the other Regent ; 
but for avoiding contradictions in orations, they may use their liberty 
of contradiction in the disputes. 

" 9. That, before the Laureation, the public Theses to be disputed 
shall be revised, and cognosced upon by the whole faculty ; and that 
nothing be suffered to be printed in them that is contrary to faith 
and good manners. 

" 1 0. That the Regents shall study to be as concise and brief in 
their dictates as possibly they can, that there may be more time for 
examination and dispute ; and that, before the dismission in the fore 
or afternoon, a task be prescribed to be got at home ; and that the 
next morning the Regent take an account thereof. 

"11. That, in teaching a compend of the Metaphysics, the RegenU 
insist most upon the general part ; and if they teach anything of the 
special part, de Hypratasi existentia, etc., they do it with all circum- 
spection, retaining the form of sound words, according to the analogy 
of faith, and shun such expressions as may seem to favour any heresy 
that oppugns the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. 

"12. For suppression of tumults, for which the College gets 
a bad report, it is ordained, that none of the scholars stand at the 
gate, or in the stairs and passages to the classes, and that censor* 
shall be deputed by the respective Regents who shall delate the 
transgressors, and every one of them shall be fined in two shillingi 
Scots, for the use of the Bibliothec. 
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" 1 3. That no scholar be troublesome to another by shouldering 
or tossing ; for seeing these are the occasions of fighting, whosoever 
shall be found guilty of tossing, for every time he shall be amerced 
in four shillings Scots, for the use above mentioned ; and whosoever 
shall throw snow balls or cast stones, or use the hand ball, shall be 
liable every time for the same fine. 

"14. That if any shall strike his neighbour, he shall be chastised 
according to the ancient Statutes of the College, according to the 
demerit of the fault ; but whosoever shall be head and ringleader 
in a tumult, shall be extruded and thrust out of the College with 
disgrace and ignominy. 

1 15. That whatsoever scholar 6hall be deprehended playing, or 
carelessly walking up and down in any of the courts or yards the 
time of the meeting in their schools, for every fault he shall be 
mulcted in a shilling Scots, for the use foresaid. 

u 1 6. That the Janitor at all times, when there is any meeting in 
the schools, shall stand punctually by the gate, and shall permit none 
of the scholars to go out without an express command from their 
proper or respective Regent. 

" By the command of the honourable Senate and Patrons of 
the College, the right Reverend Primar, and the respective 
Professors and Regents, These Articles were written and inserted 
in the Register of the College, the last of November 1668, 

« By me, W. H., JBibliothecar ." 1 

As to the Professor of Mathematics, he was appointed 
to teach publicly Arithmetic, Geometry, Cosmography, 
Astronomy, Optics, upon Tuesdays and Fridays, in the 
afternoon from two to three during the winter season, 
but after the beginning of March, from three to four ; 
all the Regents with their respective scholars being 
present; at least the Hebdomadar must be present 
with the scholars. 

On the 19th of July 1669, the eighty-first class, 

> * 

1 [Seep. 196 for Henderson's appoint- University of Edinburgh, MS. in Col- 
ment as Librarian.] Register of the lege Library, pp. 54-56. 
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Km. under the tuition of Mr. James Pillans, were graduated 

The eighty- 

n 11iau-d. m tne public nau1 °f tne College ; and the Theses were 



dedicated to Sir Andrew Eamsay of Abbotskall, Lord 
Provost, and the rest of the Town Council The 
number of the graduates was forty-five. In the 
ensuing October, the Bejan class was assembled by 
Mr. Pillans ; and the number at the matriculation in 
the following February was seventy. Mr. Wishart, 
Mr. Paterson, and Mr. Wood, proceeded in their order 
with the other three classes. 
io7o. On the 18th of July 1670, the eighty-second class, 
■•wifjSi under the tuition of Mr. John Wood, were graduated 
in Lady Yester s Church. The Theses, printed in a 
small 8vo form, are dedicated by Mr. Wood in strains 
abundantly fulsome to Sir Andrew Ramsay of Abbots- 
hall Knight, Lord Provost of Edinburgh, and to his 
son, Sir Andrew Ramsay junior, of Waughtou, Bass, 
etc., Knight Baronet. The number of the graduates 
was fifty-three, and four more were privately gra- 
duated at different times. In the following October, 
the new Bejan class was convened by Mr. Wood, and 
forty-three were matriculated on the 9th of February- 
next. The other classes were conducted in their order 
by Mr. Pillans (who matriculated forty-nine super- 
venicnts on the 12th February 1671), Mr. Wishart, 
and Mr. Paterson. 

Mr. Paterson graduated the eighty-third class, eon- 
iriduS'' s i stm g of fifty, on the 17th of July 1G71, in Lady 
Yesters Church. The Theses were again dedicated 
to Sir Andrew Ramsay, still Lord Provost, and to 
the Council. In October, Mr. Paterson assembled 



1671. 
The eighty* 
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the new Bejan class, which, at the matriculation in 
the ensuing March, consisted of seventy-two. The 
other three classes were conducted in their order by 
Mr. Wood (who matriculated thirty-six supervenients 
in 1672 and 1673), Mr. James Pillans, and Mr. John 
Wishart. 

On the 27th of January 1672, delegates from the i«7? 
different Universities of the kingdom met in the 
Library of the College of Edinburgh, to deliberate 
about the general concerns of the Universities. There 
appeared from St Andrews, Dr. Andrew Bruce ; from 
Glasgow, Mr. John Tran ; from Aberdeen, Mr. Alex- 
ander Middleton ; and from Edinburgh, Mr. William 
Colvill and Mr. William Keith. Mr. Colvill, Primar 
of the College of Edinburgh, was chosen Preses, and 
Mr. William Henderson, Librarian of the said College, 
Clerk. They agreed — 

1. To petition the Lords of the Privy Council to 
grant an Act prohibiting all, but the Professors in the 
Universities, to convene and teach the youth in this 
kingdom, the languages and philosophy taught in the 
Universities. 

2. That the saicl delegates, upon obtaining their 
petition, shall then consider of the mode of carrying 
it into execution. 

3. That the Committee of the Council for consider- 
ing the grievances of the Universities, may report to the 
Lords of Council respecting an Act for prohibiting the 
several Universities to receive any student coming 
from another University, without a certificate from all 
the Professors, or at least from the Principal, and 
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from the particular Master of that College, where he 
had formerly studied ; and that the same rule be ob- 
served relative to the graduation of any student com- 
ing from another College and demanding a degree. 

4. That none shall be admitted per saltum to 
higher classes without studying the proper time at 
those previous in order, except foreign students, who 
upon trial shall be found qualified. 

At a subsequent meeting of the same delegates, in 
the same place, on the 2d of February, Dr. Bruce 
reported, that the Privy-Council had granted their 
petition, and had passed an Act accordingly. Where- 
upon it was resolved : — 

1. That each delegate should take an extract of the 
Act of Council, and have it intimated in the most pub- 
lic meeting of their several societies. 

2. To advise with their several Universities about 
the impropriety of giving the degree to all promiscu- 
ously, who have studied philosophy for four years, 
whether the candidates deserve honour or not. 

3. To advise with their constituents about a unifor- 
mity of teaching in all the Universities. 

4. To propose that some method may be taken to 
prevent the practice of canvassing for scholars to the 
several Universities. 

5. To consider about the times of convening and dis- 
solving the sessions of the Universities, that there may 
be a uniformity in these. 

6. That the Theses at the graduation be inspected 
and approved by the respective faculties ; and that the 
Preses of the Faculty shall signify under his hand. 
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that there is nothing in them contrary to the true reli- 
gion and good manners, before they be printed. 

7. That the meeting of delegates may, for the 
future, be on the 2d Tuesday of May, if the Parliament 
be then sitting. If otherwise, the next meeting to be 
on the first Tuesday of August next, in the same year 
1672. 

In July, Commissary Wishart brought the eighty- i«t$. 
fourth class to the usual degree, after solemn disputa- J^EJ** 
tion in Lady Yester's Church. The Theses were dedi- 
cated in the most flattering terms to the Duke of 
Lauderdale, the King's Commissioner for holding the 
Parliament ; and the number who took the degree was 
fifty-two, fourteen privately, and the others publicly. 
In October, Mr. Wishart again undertook the tuition 
of a new class, the number of which, at matriculation 
on the 18th of March following, was eighty-five. Mr. 
Paterson, in the Semi, matriculated thirty-one super- 
venients; Mr. Ward had the Bachelor; and Mr. 
Pillans the Magistrand class. 

The eighty-fifth class, under the tuition of Mr. Pil- wr* 
lans, were graduated, some privately, and forty five JJ^ciEL 
public ly, on the 21st of July 1673, patronized by the 
Lords of Session, to whom the Theses were dedicated ; 
where it is insinuated, that the former splendour of the 
ceremony at the graduation, had been supported by 
the countenance and presence of the bench, though, for 
some time past, it had suffered aconsiderable diminution. 

In October, Mr. Pillans assembled the new Bejan 
class, which amounted, at the matriculation in next 
February 25th, to the number of fifty-nine. Mr. 
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Wishart in the Semi had thirty -two supervenient** ; 
Mr. Paterson had the Bachelor ; and Mr. John Wood 
the Magistrand class. 
io74. On the 17th of June 1674, the salary of Mr. William 
Henderson, Bibliothecar, was augmented from 400 
marks to 600 yearly, in consideration of his great 
diligence. 1 

The eighty. The eighty-sixth class, under the tuition of Mr. 

k i x tli Class 

vaunted. Wood, were graduated on the 27th of July in Lady 
Yesters Church, in number forty-three. The Theses 
are printed in small 8vo, and dedicated to Sir Alex- 
ander Fraser, Bart, chief physician to the King. 

On the 12 th of August, the salary of Alexander 
Dickson, Professor of Hebrew, was reduced from 800 
marks to 700. And on the 14th, the Council appointed 
the College Treasurer to pay to Mr. George Sinclair, 
Professor of Mathematics, ten pounds sterling as 
the last years salary, and 100 marks by way of 
gratuity. 1 

Next October, Mr. Wood commenced the new Bejan 
class, thirty-eight in number at the ensuing matricula- 
tion in April 1G75. Mr. Pillans in the Semi had an 
accession of twenty-six supervenieuts. Commissary 
Wishart had the Bachelor, and Mr. William Paterson 
the Magistrand class. 

This year Mr. James Gregory, a celebrated Professor 
of Mathematics at St, Andrews, was called by the 
Town Council to the same profession in this Univer- 
sity ; and about the end of November he held his in- 
augural oration, in a public meeting of the University, 

• TWn Council ReconU * V>ui. 
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iii presence of the Town-Council and many other illus- 
trious and learned hearers. 

The eighty-seventh class, under Mr. Paterson, was ^ jg* 
graduated on the 19th of July 1675, after solemn dis- JsS" 
pu tat ion in Lady Yester's Church, the Theses being 
dedicated to the Right Honourable James Currie, Lord 
Provost, and the other memlxirs of the Town-Council, 
patrons of the University. The number of the gra- 
duates was forty-eight. 

In October, as usual, Mr. Paterson, in his turn, as- 
sembled the new Bejan class, consisting of eighty- 
four at the matriculation on the 24th of March 1676. 
Mr. Wood proceeded with the Semi, Laving an acces- 
sion of seventeen supervenients. Mr. Pillans and Mr. 
Wishart in their order had the charge of the Bachelor 
and Magistrand classes. 

Upon the death of Mr. Colvill, Principal, the Rev. 
Mr. Andrew Cant, minister of the College Kirk, was, 
on the 29th of September 1675, unanimously chosen, 
by the Town-Council, his successor in that office, with 
a salary of 2000 marks, and 1600 marks as minister of 
the East Kirk of St Giles, with the house and yards 
of former Principals. He held his public inaugural 
oration upon the 15th day of November. 

On the 3d of November, upon a petition of Mr. John 
Young, student, to the Town-Council, he was allowed 
by the Council to teach Mathematics in the College, 
and a chamber was given him for that purpose, with 
a promise of having granted him a reward or honorary 
according to his behaviour. And on the 24th, Mr. 
Laurence Charteris was chosen Professor of Divinity, 
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in place of Dr. William Keith, deceased, with a salary 
of 1600 marks and a house in the College. 1 

On the 15th of December, the salary of Mr. Alex- 
ander Dickson, Professor of Hebrew, was augmented 
by the Town-Council to 1000 marks from 700, to 
which it had formerly been diminished. 2 
i«7«. On the 26th of January 1676, John Young, teacher 
of Mathematics, who had taught for the deceased 
James Gregory, was allowed by the Town- Council 300 
marks yearly. 

Th*. eighty The eighty-eighth class, under Commissary Wishart, 

eighth CliLu -O ^ o J 

gradu^ were brought to the usual degree, forty-four of them 
publicly, and nineteen privately ; but it does not 
appear that there were any printed Theses on this 
occasion. 

In October, Mr. Wishart, still retaining his Profes- 
sorship along with his office of Commissary, began the 
new Bejan class, in number forty-four at the ensuing 
matriculation on the 2 2d of March. Mr. William 
Paterson proceeded with an accession of forty-three 
supervenients in the Semi ; Mr. Wood had the 
charge of the Bachelor ; and Mr. Pillans that of the 
Magistrand class. 

On the 1 0th of November, John Nicol or Nicolson, 
was deposed by the Town-Council from his office of 
Janitor, for misbehaviour in resisting the Town-officers, 
in rescuing some persons taken at a conventicle, and 
John Brown, merchant, was elected during his good 
behaviour. 3 

irr. On the 28th of May 1677, two Acts of the Secret 

» Town -Council ReronU. ■ Ibid, » Ibid. 
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Council were read in the Town-Council ; the one re- 
quiring the Professors to take the oath of allegiance 
and supremacy, and to own the Episcopal govern- 
ment ; and the other ordaining the students to take 
these oaths at their laureation. 

On the 1st of August, John Youngs salary as Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics was augmented by the Council 
from 300 marks to 400. 

Mr. Pillans held the graduation of his class, being j g* 
the eighty-ninth, on the 3d of August, consisting of gjjjjjjd" 
sixty-five candidates ; l and the Theses were dedicated 
to the Duke of Lauderdale, whose power in Scotland 
at this time was enormous. 

In October, Mr. Pillans entered on the charge of the 
new Bejan class, winch, at the matriculation in the 
ensuing March, consisted only of thirty-five. Mr. 
Wishart in the Semi had an accession of forty-two 
supervenients ; Mr. Paterson proceeded with the 
Bachelor class ; and Mr. Wood had the charge of the 
Magistrand. 

The ninetieth class, under the tuition of Mr. Wood, ws. 

The ninetiet h 

were all graduated privately, 1678, at different times, J^*™ 1 " 
being only fourteen in number. 2 

These four Professors of Philosophy, Mr. Pillans, 
Mr. Wishart, Mr. Paterson, and Mr. Wood, had now 

i [The These*, as we learn from the of them by the act of the Privy Council 
printed copy, were to be disputed on just referred to, and therefore did not 
the 3d of August, and the number of get their degree. The number who 
the names of the candidates for the de- graduated was only twenty-three, and 
gree of Master of Arts, appended to the all these were graduated privately, ex- 
Theses, is sixty-five. But there was no cept three, who got their degree pub- 
public laureation this year. The great licly in Mr. William Paterson's class- 
majority of the students, it would ap- room, August 5, 1679.— Record of 
pear, refused to take the oaths, and Lanreations.] 
come under the engagement required * (See preceding note.l 
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been colleagues without interruption since the year 
1667, during ten years. 

In October 1678, Mr. Wood entered again upon the 
charge of the new Bejan class, but died on the 2 2d 
16T1> of March following. Upon which Mr. Gilbert M'Murdo, 
Professor of Humanity, was chosen in his place, upon 
the recommendation of his colleagues, on the 2d of 
April, and proceeded with this new class in the study 
of the Greek, which they had lately begun. They 
were matriculated May 1, 1679, in number fifty-seven. 
In Mr. M'Murdos place, as Professor of Humanity, Mr. 
Alexander Cunningham was chosen by comparative 
trial upon the 14th of the same month. 

Mr. James Pillans had now the charge of the Semi 
class, with fifteen supervenients ; Mr. John Wishart 
that of the Bachelor ; and Mr. William Paterson that 
of the Magistrand class. 

On the 16th of April 1679, Alexander Amedeus, 
a Florentine, was chosen Professor of Hebrew for a 
year, with a salary of 600 marks Scots, in place of Mr. 
Alexander Dickson, who had not given satisfaction to 
his Majesty's Privy Council as to the engagement 1 
ninety The ninety-first class, under the tuition of Mr. 

flr*t I '1am J 

tcnwiuaUHL William Paterson, were graduated on the 5th of August 
in the public hall of the University. The Theses 
were dedicated to the Karl of Moray ; and the number 

i Town-Council Record*. See Wod- government of the church by Arch- 
row'* History, vol ii. p. 3 [new edit. bishops, as then established. He 
vol. iii. p. 3], about the Professors was the only one of the Professor* 
taking oaths. [Dickson refused to of the College of Edinburgh who re- 
subscribe the oaths of allegiance and fused to do so. He was deprived of 
supremacy, and an engagement that his chair by the orders of the Privy- 
he would submit to and own the Council.] 
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of graduates was thirty-seven. 1 In a note at the lie- 
ginning of the printed Theses, it is said, that about 
sixty more students, who had attended this class 
during the whole course of four years, were not 
inserted in the list, as they were not to be present 
at the graduation. 

Mr. William Paterson resigned his office in the 
College upon being made Clerk to the Privy-Council, 
and in his place was chosen, September 19, 1679, Mr. 
Andrew Massie, formerly a Professor in King's Col- 
lege, Aberdeen, who accordingly entered to the charge 
of the new Bejan class, of which the number, at the 
matriculation in April following, was fifty-three. Mr. 
Gilbert M'Murdo had the Semi class, with an accession 
of thirty supervenients, matriculated also in April. 
Mr. Pillans had the Bachelor, and Commissary Wishart 
the Magistrand. 

The ninety-second class, under the charge of Mr. i«*>. 

J ° The ninety 

Wishart, were brought to the usual period of graduation "ZulLT 
by him, in number thirty -nine, but the greater part 
of them were graduated privately at different times ; 
and the Commissary at last finally resigned his Pro- 
fessorship on the 14th of July 1680. 2 When he had 
been requested to retain his office in the College, a 
good many years before, the Principal indulged him 
with license of absence for certain hours, when his 
attendance was necessary in the Commissary Court. 

1 [The number of candidates for the Of this number, for the reason assigned 

degree of Master of Arts prefixed to the in note, p. 207, only thirty-seven ob« 

printed Theses is fifty-eight. The class, tained the degree of Master of Arts.] 
then, including the sixty mentioned in * Town-Council Records, 
the next sentence, amounted to 118. 
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In place of Mr. Wishart was chosen by the patrons, 
on the same 14th of July, Mr. Alexander Cockburn, 
formerly a Professor in St Leonard's College, St. 
Andrews, who undertook the charge of the new Bejan 
class ; which, being matriculated in May 1681, was in 
number fifty one. Mr. Andrew Massie had the charge 
of the Semi class, with the accession of fifty-six super- 
venient*?, matriculated May 6th. Mr. M'Murdo had 
the charge of the Bachelors, and Mr. Pillans that of 
the Magistrand class. 

In December 1680, the students issued the follow- 
ing advertisement for burning the Pope in effigy : — 

M AN ADVKRTI8EMKXT, 

" These are to give notice to all Noblemen, Gentlemen, Citizens, 
and others, That We, the Students in the Royal University of 
EDrNBURGH (to show our Detestation and Abhorrence of the Romi*h 
Religion, and Our Zeal and Fervency for the Protestant), Do 
Resolve to Burn the Effigies of Antichrist, the Pope of Rome, at 
the Mercat- Cross of Edinburgh, the 25 of December Instant, pre- 
cisely at Twelve adock in the Forenoon, (being the Festival of our 
Saviour's Nativity) : And since we hate Tumults, as we do Super- 
stition, we do hereby (under the Pain of Death) Discharge all 
Plunderers, Robbers, Thieves, Whores, and Bawds, to come within 
40 Paces of Our Company, and such as shall be found disobedient 
to these Our Commands, S3* CaveanL 

" By Our Special Command, Robert Brown, Secretary 
of State to all Our Theatrical and Extra literal 

Divertisements." 1 

On the 23d of February, the Regents being eon- 

• Printed copy Inserted in a volume Wodrow's History, vol. ii p. 217. 

of The*e», Urge folio, belonging to the See also the Act of Privy-Counol pa*s«*l 

University of Edinburgh. See about in consequence of this. —Ibid. Appea- 

the students burning the Pope in effigy, dir. No. 7*1 
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vencd before the Town-Council, intimation was made 
to them, that they were to take security from each of 
the students in their several classes, and from then- 
parents (as is prescribed by the Act of his Majesty's 
Privy-Council) ; and that the bonds and engagements 
of the youths were to be inserted in a book, and sub- 
scribed by them and their cautioners, before two 
witnesses, to be kept in the Library by the Librarian, 
to be seen by his Majesty's Privy-Council, etc 

On the 20th of April, Mr. James PUlans, Regent of 
Philosophy, being now very old, and having been Pro- 
fessor thirty-seven years, resigned his office in favour 
of his son in-law, Mr. Robert Lidderdale, governor to 
the Lai r<l of Dalmeny, who was chosen in his place. 1 

On the 30 th of September, Mr. Alexander Douglas, 
student of Theology, was elected Professor of Hebrew, 
in consequence of the removal of Alexander Amedeus, 
late Professor thereof, his salary to be 600 marks. 2 

The ninety-third class, under the charge of Mr. TheiS*?- 
Pillans, were, after solemn disputation, brought to the 
usual degree, in number thirty-one. 3 The Theses on 
this occasion were dedicated to James Duke of Al- 
bany and York, etc., afterwards James the Seventh of 
Scotland and Second of Great Britain. 

In October ensuing, Mr. Robert Lidderdale, under- 
took the charge of the new Bejan class, and on the 
18th of April 1682, matriculated fifty students. Mr. 
Alexander Cockburn proceeded with the Semi, having 

» Town-Council Records. These* is thirty-one. The number 

s Jbul. who were jrradusted WH twenty three ; 

• [The mine* of the candidate* for end these olHained their decree at 

thr degree appended U> the printed different times. Book of LeureaUow. ] 
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got an accession of thirty-two supervenients. Mr. 
Massie had the charge of the Bachelor, and Mr. M'Murdo 
that of the Magistrand. 
less. The ninety-fourth class, under the tuition of Mr. 

The ninety- * " 

^diIited. M Gilbert M'Murdo, were brought to the usual time for 
graduation ; but, though there were printed Theses, 
with fifty-two names annexed, prepared for this cere- 
mony, all the candidates seem to have received the 
degree privately. 1 

In October, Mr. M'Murdo in course entered to the 
charge of the Bejan class, which, at the matriculation, 
amounted to fifty-seven in number. Mr. Robert 
Lidderdale now had the charge of the Semi, with 
thirty-two supervenients ; Mr. Alexander Cockburn 
that of the Bachelor ; and Mr. Andrew Massie that 
of the Magistrand. 
less. The ninety-fifth class, under the tuition of Mr. 

The ninety * * 

JJJJiSUS Andrew Massie, were brought to the usual time of 
graduation ; and a printed copy of Theses, dedicated 
to the Earl of Aberdeen, Chancellor of the kingdom, 
was prepared on tins occasion, with the names of 
eighty eight candidates. But the graduation seems 
to have been performed in private, at different times. 
On and before the 25th of April, ten appear to have 
taken the degree, after signing the usual Sponsio ; 
after which, there is inserted in the graduation-book 
at full length, the oath of allegiance to King Charles 
the Second, which is subscribed by about twenty-two, 
all graduating privately, at different times, from July 

1 [Of the fifty-two candidates wbone only twenty-two obtained their d 
appear in the printed The*e«, See note, p. 207.] 
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20, 1683, to March 28, 1689 ; J and among them Mr. 
David Gregory, Professor of Mathematics, and Mr. 
Robert Henderson, afterwards Librarian. 

This year [Mr. David Gregory entered upon the 
profession of Mathematics, with an inaugural oration 
" De Analyseos Geometries progressu et increniento," 
as successor to his late uncle Mr. James Gregory, 
who had died, very much regretted, in the year 1675. 
He was chosen Professor of Mathematics, on the 
17th of October. His salary was 1000 pounds. 
Young seems never to have been Professor, but only 
teacher authorized by the Town-Council. 

On the 26th of October the Rev. Primar and 
remanent Professors being met in the Bibliothec, for 
divers weighty reasons, unanimously consented and 
agreed to alter the diet appointed to Mr. James 
Gregory (See October 17, 1668), and ordained that 
Mr. David Gregory, Professor of Mathematics, should 
read publicly twice a week in the common schools 
of the College, viz., betwixt the hours of ten and 
eleven in the forenoon on Monday and Friday, and 
that from the 1st of December to the last of May each 
year ; and ordained that all the students in the said 
College, together with the Masters, at least the Heb- 
domadar for the time, should be present at the said 
lessons. 2 

In the beginning of December, Dr. John Strachan 
was elected Professor of Divinity, in place of the late 
Mr. Laurence Charteris. 

i [Thus only thirty-two of the eighty- s Register of the University of Edin- 
eight candidates for the degree of burgh, Ms. in College Library, p. 51). 
Master of Arts obtained that honour.] 
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In October, Mr. Andrew Massie began a new course 
with the Bejan class, in number forty-nine. And Mr. 
Gilbert M'Murdo, who had begun the session with the 
charge of the Semi class, having died in the month 
is**, of Decemtor, Mr. Herbert Kennedy, January 2, 1684, 
was elected in his place ; but whether by comparative 
trial or not does not appear. Of this class the super- 
venients were twenty-five. Mr. Lidderdale proceeded 
with the Bachelor, and Mr. Alexander Cockburn with 
the Magistrand. 

On the 21st of March 1684, the salary of Mr. Alex- 
ander Douglas, Professor of Hebrew, was augmented 
from 600 marks to 1000. 
Ttu ninety- The ninety-sixth class, under Mr. Alexander Cock 

nixth CU*s " 

gmdu*ted. burn, were brought to the usual period for graduation. 
In the printed Theses, dedicated to the Marquis of 
Queensl>erry, Lord Treasurer, there are inserted the 
names of fifty-one candidates ; but by the graduation 
book only thirty-two seem to have graduated, and 
subscribed the oath of allegiance, several of them pri- 
vately. 1 

In October, Mr. Cockburn entered upon the charge 
of the new class, which, when matriculated in March, 
amounted to the number of fifty-six ; Mr. Andrew 
Massie, in the Semi, had thirty-five supervenients ; 
Mr. Herbert Kennedy had the charge of the Bachelor ; 
and Mr. Robert Lidderdale that of the Magistrand. 

On the 21st of November, Mr. Rol>ert Henderson 
was admitted Librarian, probably conjunctly with Mr. 
William Henderson. 

« [Se« not*, p. *J07. | 
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On the 6th of February 1685, died King Charles i«w 
the Second, and was succeeded by his brother, now 
James the Second, of Great Britain, a prince who, 
by his bigotry and arbitrary principles, soon after for- 
feited the throne. The Colleges, not only in England, 
but also in Scotland, felt their share of his tyrannical 
influence. 

Upon a letter from the Earl of Perth, who was 
Chancellor, the Town-Council installed Sir Kobert 
Sibbald, Doctor of Physic, in the College, on the 27th 
of March this year ; and, on the 16th of September 
following, James Halket and Archibald Pitcairn, Doc- 
tors of Physic, were called also by the Council to be 
Professors of Medicine, that they might unite their 
endeavours with Sir Robert Sibbald in teaching that 
science in this University. They had no salary, nor 
does it appear that they were ever anything but 
nominal professors. Their efforts, if they ever made 
any, for founding a medical school, proved unsuccessful. 
That honour was reserved to others at a later period. 

Sir Robert, " who had," says Bishop Burnet, 1 " lived 
in a course of philosophical virtue, but in great doubts 
as to revealed religion, was prevailed on by the Earl 
of Perth to turn Papist, in hopes to find that certainty 
among them which he could not arrive at upon his 
own principles." This conversion did not happen till 
the year 1686. Sibbald, ashamed of his turning 
Catholic, went some time out of the way, and then 
returned and recanted. 2 

» History of his own Time, folio edit. History of hi* own Time, vol. i. |> «Wo, 
▼ol. i. p. 680. foL ; ami Pountsinhsll'* De< ».«oon», 

•SseSibbaUTH recantation in Burnet \ vol. L \>. 415. 
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1686. 
The ninety 
seventh 



The ninety-seventh class, under the tuition of Mr. 
Robert Lidderdale, was brought to the usual time of 
graduation in 1685. In the printed Theses prepared 
on this occasion, and dedicated to the Duke of 
Queensberry, the King's Commissioner, there is a list 
of fifty students ; but from the Graduation-book, in 
which the oath of allegiance to James the Second is 
inserted at full length, it does not appear that more 
than twenty- two took the degree and subscribed the 
oaths, and that, too, at different times and privately. 

The College, soon after its meeting in October, sus- 
tained a great loss by the death of Mr. Andrew Cant, 
the Principal, which happened on the 4th of December. 
In his place was elected, on the 9th of the same 
month, Dr. Alexander Monro, Professor of Divinity in 
the University of St. Andrews, a respectable man, but 
attached to Episcopacy. He was to have for salary 
2000 marks as Principal, and 1600 marks as Minister 
of the High Kirk. 1 

Mr. Lidderdale, who had begun the Bejan class this 
year at the usual time, matriculated only twenty nine 
students on the 7th of April following ; Mr. Cockburn 
went on in the Semi with the accession of thirty-two 
supervenients ; Mr. Massie with the Bachelor ; and 
Mr. Herbert Kennedy had the charge of the Magis- 
trand class. 

On the 31st of March 1686, the liishop of Edin- 
burgh, Mr. John Paterson, procured himself to l>e 
created Chancellor of the College of Edinburgh, by a 
gift from the King ; which he endeavoured, but 

1 Town-C'oaucil Ik. wi.lv 
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without success, to get ratified in Parliament, June 
15, 1686. 1 

The ninety-eighth class, under the care of Mr. Her- im* 

. . . The ninety 

bert Kennedy, finished their fourth course in 1686 ; Ji^J^T" 
and twenty-four out of the fifty, the number which 
appears in the printed Theses, were graduated privately 
at different times. 2 

Mr. Kennedy, in October, entered to the charge of 
the new Bejan class, which, at the matriculation, the 
9th of the following March, consisted of seventy-four. 

Mr. Robert Lidderdale having died in October, Mr. 
Thomas Burnet, formerly a Professor in Marischal 
College, Aberdeen, was chosen by the Council, on 
the 15th of that month, to succeed him, and under- 
took the charge of the Semi class. This Professor 
was recommended to the patrons by the Earl of 
Perth, Chancellor, who was a Roman Catholic. Mr. 
Burnet had distinguished himself the preceding summer 
by publishing printed Theses, and dedicating them 
to the Duke of Gordon, in which he asserted the 
King's absolute power ; 3 and the Magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, Sir Thomas Kennedy being Provost, honoured 
him with their presenee at his introduction into their 
College. 4 He was suspected of being friendly to 
Popery ; for which reason most of the parents of the 
students that were to enter to the second class, winch 
was to be under his charge, were disposed to send 
them back to the first or Bejan class. But Dr. Monro, 

» See Fountainhall's Decisions, vol. i. « May 20, 1686\ See about Burnet's 

pp. 412, 418. Theses, Ibid. vol. i. \>. 415. 

a [See Catalogue of the Edinburgh 4 FountainhaU's Decisions, vol. i. 

Graduates, p. 128.] p. 425. 
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the Principal, supposing the suspicion against Mr. 
Burnet to be a calumny, got the Senatus Academicus 
to pass an act that all the students formerly under 
Mr. Lidderdale should enter under Mr. Burnet, other- 
wise the College would have been in hazard of want- 
ing an entire class ; and by the exertions chiefly of 
the Principal, who in particular prevailed with Bailie 
Graham to send his son to the second class, even after 
he had entered to the first, Mr. Burnet had twenty 
supervenients in his class. 1 Mr. Alexander Cockburn 
proceeded with the third class, and Mr. Andrew Massie 
with the MagistrancL 
i«s7. The King had lately granted a commission to fifty 
persons, of whom Sir George Lockhart 2 was to be the 
president, to visit all the schools and colleges in the 
kingdom ; and the members held their first meeting on 
the 18th of January 1687. It was then thought that 
the intention was to examine into the foundations of 
all the colleges, and to place only such persons in them 
as were agreeable to the King s system of religion 
and government. 3 This is the very year in which the 
arbitrary and well-known attempt was made on 
Magdalen College, Oxford. 4 

A sub-committee of the new Commission for Visita- 
tion met on the 2Gth of February, and drew up three 
overtures to be presented to the Court to be passed 
into Acts. 1st, That in their Ethic Dictates the 
Regents should instruct the youth in the unlawfulness 

iSeePrenbyUjrianlnquwition.pp ^, » FounUinhall's Decision., vol. i. 
30, etc. p. H4. 

* Hume's History of Englaixl, Jaim*« 
• [Preaiaeiit of the Court of Seasiou. | II. chap. Ixx. 
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of defensive arms and resistance to the King. 2d, 
That the Regents in all time coming are to be un- 
married persons, seeing by the foundations of our 
colleges in times of Popery they were designed for 
Churchmen ; and it was a rule and Statute then that 
they should be unmarried. 3d, That no Regent stay 
above eight years in the University. The last two 
were to begin at Michaelmas 1688 ; and it was doubted 
if they were to extend to Bursars and Professors. 

There was a bill given in by the College of Edin- 
burgh against these overtures, which put a stop to 
them. 1 This society then acted with great spirit, and 
in a manner which did them great honour. 

About this time the University of St. Andrews gave 
in a paper to the Commission of Visitation, containing 
a " Method of Teaching," drawn up with considerable 
ability and precision, which, as it will show the notions 
on that subject then entertained, is here inserted from 
a copy preserved in the College Library. 

" Anent the Subject and Method of Teaching. 

« 1. That, betwixt the day on which the College Table is taken up 
and that appointed for beginning the next task of that year, these of 
the first class be exercised in the review of the Latin, by the explain- 
ing the authors, and making versions. The rest of the year [to] be 
chiefly employed in the study of the Greek language, with the practical 
Arithmetic ; which may be taught by a short lesson in the day, for the 
two or three last months of that year, and that rather by frequent 
practices and examples than often repeated rules ; and towards the 
end of this year, they may also be begun to something of the ele- 
ments of Geometry, according as their master finds their capacity 
will allow. 

" 2. That, the second year, they be taught a clear and 6hort course 
1 FountainhaU's Decisions, vol. i. p. 551. 
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our cogitativM I \h^Wr defect* and errvrs of themT^ithtLir 
remedies ; and particularly the art of reasoning. That, by the time 
they come to this last part of the L*gic coarse, they he begun, and 
t j ■ : r* xt : in tbr eles: Lts of Geometry, whi h. in effect, ■ 
true and useful I/xnc : and from them is serretlv understood the 
principals and the errors of reasoning. After the logics, if they be 
sufficiently short, there will be time for that part of the Metaphysics 
which have a near affinity with them, viz.. the Scholastic explana- 
tions of, and disputes about the notion and properties of being, and 
these common terms of Essence, Existence, Possibility and Impossi- 
bility, Relation, Causality, etc., which frequently occur in the 
Scholastic Philosophy and Divinity : and therefore something of 
them may be known. 

" 3. These of the third year be taught the other part of the 
Metaphysics concerning the nature and properties of spirits, their 
distinction from matter, the demonstration of the existence of a 
Deity, etc. ; for which there is sufficient ground and assistance from 
what is written in the Meditations of Des Cartes, and the disputes 
and observations of himself and others thereupon : after that, a short 
course of Ethics, purged from the Scholastic and Theologic disputes, 
which are ordinary to be found in these tractates, and reduced from 
the common principles of natural reason, the nature of human 
society, the common passions, humours and inclination of mankind, 
and what experience and observation afford for rectifying the 
errors of these ; wherein must not be omitted to explain the nature 
of civil government, the absolute aud illimited power of the Supreme 
Magistrate, and the universal obligation of subjects to obey, and 
never to resist, his authority. Aud that, with these short tractates 
of Metaphysics and Ethics, be completed the elements of Geometry, 
together with some practices of the Geometry ; which may either be 
delivered to the students once a week, according to the propositions 
on which they depend. And this, besides that it would gain time, 
would also render the simulations more pleasant, and the practices 
more easy and obvious to the discretion of the master considering 
the fitness of opportunity, and his scholars' capacity and encourage- 
ment : for these Geometrical practices they must necessarily under- 
stand the plain Trigonometry, which can l>e easily taught them in a 
few days. 
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" Likewise, if they have timeously begun, and successfully advanced 
in, the Geometry the second year, so that there be little left to be 
completed in the third, that the rest they be taught, as much as can 
be, of the Physics ; for which the Geometry will very much qualify 
and fit them. 

" 4. That, the fourth year, they be taught the rest of the Physics, 
the history of nature and experiments, together with the Cosmo- 
graphy, Optics, Spherical Trigonometry, and as much of the 
Mechanics as the time prescribed for their stay that year will allow : 
And, as to the Mathematics, it is not doubted, that those who in the 
first two years have got some knowledge of the principles, and see 
the usefulness, necessity, and pleasure of that science, will apply 
also themselves to the public professor of it, for making greater pro- 
gress than is possible in their private schools. 

" 5. Because the Greek being a most useful and necessary lan- 
guage, and for that reason made the great part of the first year's task, 
while as more time is truly required for any perfection in it ; never- 
theless, it being generally neglected, throughout the rest of the time 
of students being at the Colleges, and consequently, what once they 
learned becomes either entirely forgot or of little purpose ; therefore, 
throughout the whole three last years, there be a weekly task in the 
said language, viz., betwixt Friday's night and Monday's morning 
the master prescribe a portion of some Greek author ; and, if that 
be a poet, they shall translate and explain it ; if a historian, they 
shall translate, explain, and give a rational account of that part of 
the history without book. 

" G. That, for the remembrance and improvement of the Latin 
language, the several masters appoint frequently, throughout the 
whole years, solemn exercises and declamations in their private 
schools ; and this may be done, sometimes, by prescribing to them some 
of the shortest and most obvious of Cicero's orations, some of these 
inserted in the histories of Titus Livius, Salust, and other Roman 
authors, making the students to understand the purpose and humour 
of such discourse, and causing them to pronounce and declaim them 
accordingly ; sometimes by prescribing them subjects or orations of 
their own composition ; and sometimes also appointing them to make 
orations and discourses in English upon subjects appointed to them, 
seeing it is not probable that ever they will understand the pro- 
perties and elegancies of any other language, who are not acquainted 
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with the rhetoric and composure of their own. The fittest time for 
these exercises seems to be on the Tuesdays or Thursdays between 
five and six o'clock at night. 

" 7. That, since these private declamations do considerably qualify 
for more public appearances, therefore there be every Saturday, im- 
mediately after divine service in the common schools, some public 
declamations at which all students and masters within the College 
shall be present. And these orations to [be] either by the superior 
class in the College for the time, and when the exercise has gone 
through them, that successively it be performed by the next superior 
class in order ; or that all the three superior classes shall be concerned, 
one out of every one of them, each Saturday. Likewise, every one 
who thus publicly declaims shall have a copy of his oration in a fair 
and legible hand ; which, after he hath recited, he shall deliver to the 
Provost or Principal of the College, and, in his necessary absence, 
to the senior Regent present ; that, after a review of his discourse, 
he may, some day in the following week, receive censure or com- 
mendation, according as the Principal and Regents shall find he 
deserves. 

" 8. That in these actions there shall be no reflection, directly 
nor indirectly, upon any master, professor, class, or student in the 
College or University, and that they who transgress in this be excm- 
plarily punished. 

41 9. That the examinations in the end of the year (as presently 
in use) be continued, and exactly performed ; and, for that end, every 
master, whose scholars are beginning to be examined, shall give in 
to the Examinators a clear and an exact account of the several 
tilings he hath taught and accomplished that year, according to the 
orders and method prescribed ; and that these shall be the rule and 
measure for the method and order of examination. 

" 10. Likewise, to secure the diligence of students in the vacance, 
they shall undergo examination, at their return in the beginning of 
the year, by the Masters in the respective Colleges ; and lest these 
examinations should turn into a bare custom and form, those who 
are found insufficient by trial at these occasions, or who shall absent 
themselves from them, without giving sufficient satisfaction or excuse, 
shall either be excluded from the degree and honour usual to be 
conferred on the superior class, or from further progress in the course 
of his studies in the College, or undergo such censure as the Faculty 
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be studies in shall think fit, in consideration of his own quality, and 
that his defect and fault. 

" Given in by the Masters of the University of St. Andrews 
" to the Lords of the Visitation. Anno 1 687." 1 

The ninety-ninth class, under the charge of Mr. i<w- 

■ The ninety 

Andrew Massie, having finished their fourth course, JStSff 
out of seventy-five candidates who appear in the list in 
the printed Theses, dedicated to Sir Thomas Kennedy, 
Lord Provost, and the rest of the Council, fifteen were 
graduated privately at different times, and twenty-two 
publicly on the 9th of July 1687. 2 The Sjxmsio sub- 
scribed on this occasion is more general and short; 
and Dr. Monro, the Principal, was himself suspected 
of favouring the King's religion, from the circumstance 
that the candidates were required to promise perse- 
verance in the Christian Reliyion, with the omission 
of the word reformed. In this way the oath appears 
in the Graduation-book in the years 1687 and 1688. 

Mr. Andrew Massie, in OetoW 1G87, entered upon 
the charge of the new Bejan class, amounting, at the 
matriculation the succeeding March, to sixty-nine, 
Mr. Kennedy had the Semi, with twenty-nine Super- 
venients ; Mr. Thomas Burnet the Bachelor ; and Mr. 
Alexander Cockburn the Magistrand. 

The hundredth class, under the tuition of Mr. Alex- i** 
ander Cockburn, having finished their course of four ^£ 
years, there were seventy-one candidates for the degree ; 



1 MS. Papers illustrative of the his- on Monday the 11th of July, when thoae 

tnry and constitution of the Univer- who had been graduated on Sat unlay 

uty of Edinburgh in College Library, the 9th, subscribed their 

No. n. p. 161. Book of I^ureationa.] 

« [Other two were graduated publicly 
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of whom seven received it privately at different times, 
and thirty -three publicly on the 9th of July 1688. 
The Theses were dedicated to the Right Honourable 
Magnus Prince, Lord Provost, and the rest of the 
Council. 

About this time the King granted a signature 
of confirmation to the University of Edinburgh ; in 
which, among other things, Sir Magnus Prince, Lord 
Provost of Edinburgh, with his successors in office, 
were appointed perpetual Chancellors, a dignity which 
was understood to be already vested in the Lord 
Provost ; but the Revolution intervened before this 
deed was ratified in Parliament. A copy of it is 
preserved in the College Library. 

The College having met again in October, the charge 
of the new Bejan class fell to Mr. Alexander Cockburn : 
but he having died on the 12th of February 1689, 
Mr. Alexander Cunningham, Professor of Humanity, 
was chosen, on the loth of that month, to succeed 
him. And in place of Mr. Cunningham, Mr. John 
Drummond, an Episcopal, was chosen Professor of 
Humanity on the 20th of the same month; but it 
does not appear that any comparative trial was held 
on tins occasion. 

The end of the year 1688 is famous in the history 
of Great Britain for the Revolution, in consequence 
of the abdication of the throne by James the Second, 
which his bigotry and arbitrary principles rendered 
him unworthy any longer to fill. This event may 
be considered as having taken place on the 23d of 
December ; and soon after, the Prince of Orange 
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with Mary his Consort, were proclaimed King and 
Queen of England. A Convention of Estates, begun 
and held in Edinburgh, on the 14th of March, 
resolved to offer the Crown of Scotland to the same 
Prince and Princess upon certain conditions, winch 
were soon accepted ; and in the meantime William and 
Mary were also proclaimed King and Queen of Scot- 
land. This Convention was afterwards converted into 
a Parliament ; which, among other Acts, passed one 
appointing a visitation of Schools, Colleges, and Uni- 
versities, being chap, xvii., 1st Parliament of William 
and Mary, held at Edinburgh, 25th of April 1690. 
This produced some important changes in the College 
of Edinburgh, which shall be mentioned by and by. 

In the meantime, Mr. Massie proceeded with the 
Semi class, with an accession of twelve supervenients ; 
Mr. Kennedy had the charge of the Bachelors ; and 
Thomas Burnet that of the Magistrands. 
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Regents or Professors of 
Philosophy. 



FROM THE REVOLUTION TO THE NEW REGULATIONS RESPECTING 
THE REGENTS OF PHILOSOPHY IN 1708. 

At the Revolution the Senatus Academicus cod 
sisted of the following members : — 

Dr. Alexander Monro, Principal. 
Dr. John Straehan, Professor of Divinity. 
Mr. Alexander Cunningham, 
Mr. Andrew Ma&sie, 
Mr. Herbert Kennedy, 
Mr. Thomas Burnet, 
Mr. David Gregory, Professor of Mathematics. 
Mr. John Drummond, Professor of Humanity. 
Mr. Alexander Douglas, Professor of Hebrew. 
Mr. Robert Henderson (probably joint with William), Librarian 
and Secretary. 

\m. The one-hundred-and first class, under the tuition 
5^ n t ,, ",^; nd of Mr. Thomas Burnet, being brought towards the 
termination of the usual course of four years, twenty- 
four of them are all who appear to have taken the 
degree, and that privately at different times. 

On the meeting of the College again in October, 
Mr. Thomas Burnet entered upon the charge of the 
new Bejan class, which, at the matriculation of it on 
the 31st of the following March, amounted to the 
number of forty-seven. Mr. Alexander Cunningham, 
of course, had the charge of the Semi class, with forty- 
seven BUpcrvcnients : Mr. Andrew Massie that of the 
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Bachelor ; and Mr. Herbert Kennedy that of the 
Magistrand. 

On January 3, 1690, Mr. Burnet was ordered by mm. 
the Faculty to forbear teaching the second Satire of 
Horace. 1 

Mr. Herbert Kennedy having brought his class, The one- 

n i * . r hundred and 

consisting of sixty, towards the conclusion of then* "JgJtSS" 
fourth year, five of them were graduated privately, 
and on the 30th of June twenty-nine publicly, all of 
whom subscribed the short Sponsio, containing alle- 
giance to James the Seventh. One of those who 
graduated privately received the degree alone on the 
21st of July, in presence of the Principal, Mr. Herbert 
Kennedy, and Mr. John Drummond. Then a Sponsio 
appears in the Graduation-book, including allegiance 
to William and Mary. 2 

The Parliament had met on the 25th of the pre- 
ceding April, the Earl of Melvill being Commissioner. 
In the Act passed for the visitation of Universities, 
Colleges, and Schools, it is statuted and ordained that 
no Professor, or other person bearing office in any 
University or College, shall either be admitted or 
allowed to continue in the exercise of their functions 
but such as acknowledge and subscribe the West- 
minster Confession of Faith, and also swear and sub- 
scribe the oath of allegiance to their Majesties, and 
shall be pious, loyal, and of a peaceable conversation, 
of good and sufficient literature and abilities, and sub- 
mitting to the government of the Church established 

1 Register of the University of Edin- * [See Catalogue of Edinburgh Gra- 
burgh, p. 23. duatea, p. 140.] 
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by law. Visitors are then named and appointed, as 
may be seen in the Act; and their first meeting is 
authorized to be at Edinburgh on the 23d day of 
July 1690, with power to appoint committees and 
to adjourn. Accordingly a sufficient quorum of them 
met on that day, and divided themselves into several 
Committees, one for each University. They met again 
on the 25 th, and drew up certain instructions to be 
observed by their Committees ; and they appointed 
those Committees to meet at the respective Univer- 
sities on the 20th of August. 

The following was the Committee for the University 
of Edinburgh : — Earl of Lothian, Lord Raith, Lord 
Ruthven, Master of Stair, Lord Mersington, Lord 
Crosrig, Sir Patrick Hume, Lord Hallcraig, Laird of 
Pitliver, Sir John Hall, Sir William Hamilton, Mr. 
Edward Jameson, Mr. Hugh Kennedy, Mr. John 
Law, Mr. James Kirkton, and Dr. Gilbert Rule, who 
met accordingly in the upper hall of the College of 
Edinburgh on the 20 th of August, and chose Sir John 
Hall their Preses. They afterwards adjourned to the 
27th of the same month. Having then met, they 
first proceeded to call before them Dr. Alexander 
Monro, the Principal of the College. Ten articles of 
accusation were brought against him, the chief of 
which were, "that he set up the English Liturgy 
within the gates of the College ; that he was dis- 
affected to the Government both in Church and State ; 
that at the public laureation or graduation, he sat and 
publicly heard the Confession of Faith, after it had 
been approved of in Parliament, ridiculed by Dr. Pit- 
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cairne, yea, the existence of God impugned, without 
any answer or vindication ; that the doctor is addicted 
to swearing, and neglects the worship of God in his 
family." The rest were of a frivolous nature. The 
Principal made a very good defence, considering the 
shortness of the time allowed him for preparing 
answers. The Committee, however, were of opinion 
" that Dr. Alexander Monro, Principal of the College 
of Edinburgh, should be deprived of his office as 
Prima r there ; and that the said office be declared 
vacant." When this opinion was reported to the 
Commissioners on the 25th of September, they found 
in the following terms : — " The Lords and others of 
the Commission appointed by Act of Parliament for 
visitation of Universities, Colleges, and Schools, having 
this day heard and considered the above-written re- 
port of the Committee of the College of Edinburgh, 
anent Dr. Monro, Primar of the College of Edinburgh ; 
Depositions and other Instructions produced ; and also 
Doctor Monro being asked, If he was presently willing 
to swear the Oath of Allegiance to their Majesties 
King William and Queen Maiy, and to sign the same, 
with the Assurance and the Confession of Faith (which 
formerly he had offered to sign before the said Com- 
mittee), and if he would declare his willingness to 
submit himself to the present Church government as 
now established ; the said Dr. Monro did judicially 
in presence of the said Commission, refuse to sign the 
said Confession of Faith, and to take the said other 
engagements, required to be done by the said Act of 
Parliament ; and also did judicially acknowledge Ins 
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written answers produced before the Committee ; and 
did confess he caused remove the pictures of the Re- 
formers out of the Library : Therefore the said Com- 
mission approves of the foresaid Committees Report, 
and finds the same sufficiently verified and proved ; 
And hereby deprives the said Doctor Alexander Monro 
of his place, as Primar of the said College of Edinburgh, 
and declares the said place vacant. Sic Subscribitur, 

" Crawford, P." 1 

This sentence was complained of by the Episcopal 
party as extremely severe ; and the whole particulars 
of the trial were afterwards published, and stigmatized 
in terms of reproach, in a pamphlet entitled, " Pres- 
byterian Inquisition, as it was lately practised against 
the Professors of the College of Edinburgh, August 
and September 1690, etc. [by Dr. Monro]. Lond. 
1691." In 4to, pp. 106. 

Dr. John Strachan, Professor of Divinity, was also 
proceeded against in like manner. The articles of 
accusation were seven in number, of which the follow- 
ing were the chief : — M That in the New Kirk of Edin- 
burgh, in a public sermon before the Diocesan Synod, 
he preached reconciliation with the Church of Rome, 
and openly avowed his holding the doctrine of Con- 
substantiation : That he was reputed to be an Ar- 
minian and Pelagian, and maintained such principles 
and tenets in the Tron Church : That he set up the 
English Liturgy : That he was negligent of his duty 
in instructing the students : That he was dissatisfied 

1 Presbyterian Inquisition, p. 46. 
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with the Government both in Church and State." 
Some other things of less moment were also laid 
to his charge. To all these Dr. Strachan gave in 
answers expressed with great ability and candour. 
The Committee, however, declared it as their opinion, 
u that Dr. John Strachan, Professor of Divinity in the 
College of Edinburgh, should be deprived of his office 
in the said College ; and that the same be declared 
vacant" On the 25th of September, the Commission 
passed the following sentence against him : " The 
Lords, and others of the Commission appointed for 
visitation of Colleges and Schools, having heard read, 
and considered the above written Report of the Com- 
mittee for visiting the CoUege of Edinburgh, anent 
Dr. John Strachan, Professor of Divinity within the 
said College : And the Doctor being called in, and 
having heard the written Report read over in his pre- 
sence, and being asked, If he did acknowledge that 
the matters of fact contained in the said Report were 
true, he did judicially acknowledge the verity of the 
matters of fact therein contained : And also he refused 
to swear the Oath of Allegiance, and to sign the same 
with the Assurance : And also refused to sign the Con- 
fession of Faith, or to declare his submission to the 
present Church Government, as now established : 
Therefore the said Commission approves of the Report 
above written ; and does hereby deprive the said Dr. 
John Strachan, Professor of Divinity in the said Col- 
lege, of his said place, as Professor foresaid, and de- 
clares the said place to be vacant. 

"Crawford, P." 1 

1 Presbyterian Inquisition, p. 85. 
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This sentence also is stated as extremely severe in 
the above-mentioned pamphlet, in which are con- 
tained many other particulars respecting this case. 

Indeed, it is plain that the only true reasons for 
ejecting both Dr. Monro and Dr. Strachan were, that 
they were Episcopals and nonjurors. And it would 
have been more for the credit of the Visitors, if they 
had rested their procedure entirely on this ground, and 
had not brought into the account articles of accusation 
against them without producing either accusers or 
proof. They removed also at the same time from their 
respective offices, Mr. Alexander Douglas, Professor of 
Oriental Languages, Mr. Thomas Burnet, Professor of 
Philosophy, and Mr. John Drummond, Professor of 
Humanity ; but whether for any other reasons than 
their refusing to take the oath of allegiance to William 
and Mary does not appear. 

On the 26th of September the same year, the Town- 
Council elected Dr. Gilbert Rule, 1 one of the ministers 
of Edinburgh, to succeed Dr. Monro, as Principal of 
the College ; and on the same day Mr. George Campbell, 
minister of Dumfries, was called by the electors to be 
Professor of Divinity in place of Dr. John Strachan. 2 

At another meeting held on the 27th of September, 
the Visitors passed an act statuting and ordaining 
that " no Regent or master of a class (all>eit he hath a 
presentation thereto), shall be admitted or received 
in any University or College within this kingdom 
without a previous trial." 

On the 1st of October, the ministers of the city 

1 Dr. Rule, though a minister, was in Calamy'a Abridgement of Baxter's 
M.I). See some account of him in Life, vol. ii. p. 517. 
Wodrow's History, vol. ii. j». 126 ; and * Town-Council Records. 
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of Edinburgh approved of both the preceding elec- 
tions. Mr. Campbell was also called to be one of the 
ministers of Edinburgh. 

On the 10 th, the Commissioners sent by the Town- 
Council to Dumfries regarding Mr. Campbell's election, 
reported to the Council that the parish of Dumfries 
objected, and that therefore they had been obliged to 
appeal to the General Assembly. 

On the 14th, Mr. Gilbert Rule accepted, and took the 
oath de Jideli administratione. Captain Warrander, 
Hugh Blair, and two Deacons, 1 were appointed to go 
over to the College, and install him. 

On the 17th, a Committee was named by the Town- 
Couneil, viz., Bailie Blackwood, and Deacon Stirling, 
to meet with the Commissioners of the College of Jus- 
tice about a Professor of Humanity, in place of Mr. 
John Drummond deprived. 2 

On the 23d of the same month, after public pro- 
grams affixed in the usual manner, a comparative trial 
was appointed to be held for the purpose of supply- 
ing the vacancy occasioned by the removal of Mr. 
Thomas Burnet, Seven candidates appeared. 

The subjects of dispute proposed to the candidates, 
prescribed by advice of the Principal and several of 
the ministers of the city, were : - 

" 1 . De primis sciendi principiis. 

2. De concureu causae primie cum secundis. 

3. De bonitate et uialitia kumanorum actionuiu. 

4. De principiis corporum naturalium. 
.5. De nutura possibilitatis. 

6. De natura corporis et spirituB. 

7. De motu." 



i [As members of the Towu-Council.] « Town-Council Records. 
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The subjects were assigned by lot, and fell as fol- 
lows : — 1. Mr. John Koss ; 2. Mr. George Hutcheson ; 
3. Mr. Robert Graham ; 4. Mr. William Law ; 5. Mr. 
William Forbes ; 6. Mr. Robert Stuart ; 7. Mr. James 
Kennedy. 

On these subjects the candidates were to give up 
their Theses to the Principal within the College, on 
Monday next, at nine o'clock in the morning, that the 
candidates might interchange them respectively with 
one another. Each was to make an oration, not ex- 
ceeding half an hour, on any subject he chose, on 
Friday thereafter, at two o'clock afternoon in the Col- 
lege ; the first maker of the orations, viz., Mr. John 
Ross, offering up a short Latin prayer before the 
orations began. 

The public dispute was to begin on Monday come 
eight days. Certificates of moral character were pro- 
duced by some of the candidates, and the others pro- 
mised to produce their certificates to-morrow. The 
judges preferred Mr. William Law, son of Mr. John 
Law, minister of Edinburgh, and the Council, on the 
7th of November, bestowed on him the office. He 
took the oath de Jideli administrcdione, and the oath 
of allegiance, and signed the assurance to their Ma- 
jesties. 

On the 5th of November, programs having been 
affixed, as usual, inviting candidates also to stand 
a trial for the vacant Professorship of Humanity* 
four entered their names. Yet, on the 21st of that 
month, report was made to the Town-Council about 
a difference between them and the College of Justice 
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respecting the election of a Professor of Humanity, in 
which the two bodies had a joint right, by virtue 
of a contract betwixt them. The Council discharged 
the College Janitor to deliver the keys to any person 
nominated by the College of Justice, unless he applied 
to the Couucil and received his commission from 
them ; and they appointed Bailie Blackwood and 
Mr. Henry Ferguson to consult the assessors, and 
ordained the writs and evidence of this affair to be 
taken out of the charter house. 1 

The judges determined in favour of Mr. Laurence 
Dundas; and he obtained the office on the 28th of 
the same month, being admitted and received for five 
years to come, conform to the contract betwixt the 
Town-Council and the College of Justice. He ac- 
cepted, and took the oath de Jideli administratione, 
and subscribed the oath of allegiance with the assur- 
ance. 2 The vacant professorship of Hebrew w T as not 
supplied till February 1694. 

After the places declared vacant by the Visitors 
were, all but the professorship of Hebrew, thus sup- 
plied, the Senatus Academicus consisted of the follow- 
ing members : — 

Dr. Gilbert Rule, Principal. 
Mr. George Campbell, Professor of Divinity. 
Mr. Herbert Kennedy. 
Mr. William Law, 
Mr. Alexander Cunninghame, 
Mr. Andrew Massie, 

Dr. David Gregory, Professor of Mathematics. 
Mr. Laurence Dundas, Professor of Humanity. 
( Vacant.) Professor of Hebrew. 

1 Town-Council Record*. « Ibid. 
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In October 1690, the College again met. Mr. 
Kennedy undertook the charge of the Bejan class, 
consisting, at the matriculation on the 31st of the 
ensuing March, of forty -seven. Mr. Law carried for- 
ward the Semi class, with an accession of thirty-two 
supervenients ; Mr. Cunningham had the Bachelor, and 
Mr. Massie the Magistrand. 

On the 8th of January 1691, the Rev. Primar, Dr. 
Rule, had his public inaugural oration ; and the laws 
for the students were read. 

It appears that about this time the students had 
been concerned in various violent and tumultuary 
proceedings, which induced the Principal and Pro- 
fessors to frame the following engagement against all 
such practices, which, at a meeting in March 1691, 
they agreed that the students should be obliged to 
subscribe : — 

" We undersubscribers, students of the College of Edinburgh, do 
hereby declare and protest our sincere and unfeigned abhorrence and 
detestation of all tumultuary and disorderly practices, unworthy of 
scholars, Christians, and gentlemen ; and we do solemnly engage 
and promise that we shall not be accessory, directly or indirectly, to 
the continuation of such abusive irregularities ; and particularly, 
that we shall not wickedly deface and demolish the fabric of the 
College, either in whole or in part, as being a rude and barbarous 
enterprize : and furthermore we promise, according to our bounden 
duty, to perform due obedience to our masters and teachers in om- 
nibus Ileitis d hanestis. In witness whereof, we have subscribed 
these presents at Edin burgh, the day of March 1G91." 1 

At another meeting on the 8th of October the 
same year, a paper was drawn up, by which the 

« MS. Papers, illustrative of the His- sity of Edinburgh, in College Library, 
tory and Constitution of the Univer- p. 39. 
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students, upon considering the evil of many bad 
customs winch had crept into their society, were to 
declare their abhorrence of them, and particularly of 
the barbarous practice of boxing at the College gate, 
or elsewhere ; that of throwing the ball into the 
Bejan class, 1 and breaking and demolishing the class- 
rooms, or any part of the College fabric ; and their 
renouncing for the future all such practices. 2 They 
were to promise at the same time to behave in the 
most respectful manner to the Lord Provost, Magis- 
trates, and Council, patrons of the College, and to the 
Principal and all the Professors. A copy of this paper 
was given to the Lord Provost on the 10th. 

The 103d class, under the tuition of Mr. Massie, The < mo- 
hundred and 

being brought forward to the usual time for gradua- ™? lu 2£T 
tion, fourteen of them took the degree privately at 
different times, and thirty-two publicly on the 13 th of 
July. No printed Theses appear in the College collec- 
tion as the subject of disputation for this year. 

In October, after the vacation, Mr. Massie began 
the new Bejan class, which, at the matriculation in 
the ensuing March, amounted to fifty-seven ; Mr. 
Kennedy proceeded in the Semi class, with seventy 
supervenients ; Mr. Law had the Bachelor, and Mr. 
Cunningham the Magistrand. 

On the 18th of May 1692, Mr. Patrick Sinclair, son ims. 
of Mr. John Sinclair, minister of Ormiston, was elected 
Professor of Hebrew, with 1000 marks Scots salary. 3 

On the 3d of June, report was made to the Town- 

1 See afterwards, anno 1697. 

* MS. Papers Illustrative, etc. tU supra. a Town-Council Records. 




Digitized by Google 



238 



H [STORY OF THE 



Council of a legacy of 104 books left to the College 
Library, by Alexander Douglas, late Professor of 
Hebrew, and also of a legacy of 225 marks Scots, left 
by him to the College, being a quarter's salary due to 
him by the College. 

On the 15th of September this year, there convened 
in the College Library the following delegates to con- 
sult respecting the general good of the Universities, 
viz. from Glasgow, Mr. William Dunlop, Principal ; 
from Kings College, Aberdeen, Dr. George Middleton, 
Piincipal ; for Edinburgh, Dr. Gilbert Rule, Primar, 
and Mr. Andrew Massie, Professor of Philosophy. 

Their several commissions being read, after prayer, 
they chose Dr. Rule to be preses, and Mr. Robert j 
Henderson, Librarian, to be clerk. Dr. Middleton 
produced an extract of a protest taken by three mem- 
bers of King's College, Aberdeen, viz. Mr. John Moir, 
civilist, Dr. Patrick Urquhart, medicinar, and Mr. 
William Black, regent, against the meeting of the 
correspondents of the Universities, dated the 26th of 
August 1692, setting forth that Dr. Middleton, at a 
packed meeting of the College, had obtained a com 
mission for meeting and treating with some other 
Principals of Universities within this kingdom, for 
concerting of affairs not known ; that Rings College 
has good and wholesome laws, by the foundation and 
otherwise, whereby it may be properly managed and 
regulated ; that by the laws and acts of Parliament, 
all conventions and assemblies for treating, consult- 
ing, and determining in any matter of state, civil or 
ecclesiastical, without his Majesty's special license, are 
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illegal and punishable, as those that unlawfully eon- 
vocate the King's lieges ; and the convocators holden 
and repute as movers of sedition to the breach of the 
peace, as is clear from various Acts of Parliament : 
and therefore they protest against any such meeting, 
or any commission to be given thereto ; and that the 
said College and University be noways burdened with 
any expense incurred by the said commission, nor in 
any ways be liable or subject to any overtures, pro- 
posals, or pretended acts that may be made in the 
said unwarrantable meeting of Principals ; and they 
disown any such meetings, as contrary to the public 
laws of this kingdom and privileges of the Universi- 
ties ; and they further protest, that such as may meet 
to consult about any affair relating to the Universi- 
ties, contrary to their Majestie8 , command and license, 
may be liable, conform to the Acts of Parliament, as 
movers of sedition. 

At the meeting on the ensuing day, Mr. Dunlop 1 was 
appointed to draw up answers to this protest, which 
was considered as a very unfair representation of the 
nature and design of the delegation. In the mean- 
time the meeting, without waiting any longer for a 
Commissioner from the University of St. Andrews, pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of various particulars 
tending to the improvement of the Universities. 

" There was an overture proposed for taking some speedy course 
to fill up in each University, the public offices of Chancellor, Rector, 
Dean of Faculty, etc., and till such time as that be done, the Principals 
of the several Colleges should be empowered to supply these offices. 

1 [In Professor Dalzel's MS. it is Dr Middleton by mistake.] 
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"1. It was agreed that the Principals and Professors of Divinity 
lje careful to put the Synods in mind for obliging their Presbyteries 
to send bursars of divinity to that profession. 

" 2. Agreed that the Principals make frequent visitations of the 
several classes, and particularly take notice how masters teach, ex- 
plain, and examine their lessons, and how the scholars profit. 

« 3. Agreed that the Principals take also care that upon the Lord's 
day the students, after sermons, be instructed in the principles of 
religion by their particular masters. 

"4. Agreed that the several Universities send a copy of their 
Theses to each other to be laid up in their libraries, that so it may 
be known what opinions are held by the several professors in the 
Universities. 

" Adjourned to four o'clock this afternoon." 

" 1. There was then referred to the consideration of the several 
Universities the reviving of the fifth overture of the sederunt the 30th 
of August 1647, viz., That when students are examined publicly on 
the black-stone before Lambas, and after their return at Michaelmas, 
that they be examined in some questions of the Catechism [see p. 
143] ; with this alteration, that, instead of the Catechism, they be 
examined upon the sacred lessons taught them the preceding year. 

" 2. Referred the reviving of the second, third, fourth, and fifth 
articles of the sederunt 2d February 1672. [It was agreed that 
these articles, for which see p. 202, should l>e adopted.] 

11 Agreed that the sixth article of the same meeting be revived, 
viz. [see p. 202]. 

44 Agreed that the third article of the sederunt 17th July 1648 
be revived, viz. [see p. 1 49]. 

14 Agreed that all pedagogues, students of divinity, and whoever 
ljcaides learn any science or art within the College, ami such also as 
attend them, shall be subject to the discipline of the College, if they 
transgress the laws of it. 

44 Adjourned to Monday at ten o'clock." 

" 19/ a September 1G92. 
14 The which day, the Principal of Glasgow, to whom it had been 

recommended, produced a draught of Reasons against the foresaid 
Protestation ; whereupon the meeting came to the following con- 
clusions : — 
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" The meeting having seen and considered the above Protestation, 
made by three of the members of the King's College of Alx?rdeen, 
against the Commission granted by the College meeting of the said 
University to Dr. George Middleton, Principal there, do find therein 
most unjust reflections, not only against Dr. Middleton and the 
College meeting of that University, but against all the other Uni- 
versities and their correspondence among themselves ; and that they 
give a most scandalous and disingenuous representation of the nature 
and designs of this mutual correspondence, and that for these 
reasons : — 

u 1. Because it doth groundlessly assert, that this meeting of 
correspondents of the Universities is a meeting of Principals ; where- 
as it is not a meeting of Principals, but of such members of each 
University as the Universities, their Faculty and meetings, do think 
tit to send and commissionate ; who sit in this meeting of correspon- 
dents by virtue of their commission, and not as Principals ; nor ever 
were these meetings constitute of Principals only, nor is this present so. 

" 2. It is groundless in asserting that this meeting is illegal and un- 
warrantable, and in protesting that the keepers of the same may be 
punished as movers of sedition ; and that because the meetings of the 
Universities have the uninterrupted practice of the Universities of 
this kingdom, not only permitted by the Government, but so counte- 
nanced from time to time as that their proposals and resolutions 
have been approven and confirmed by their Majesties' Privy Council, 
when required ; particularly 1 672, as the records of the said meeting 
can testify. 

" 3. Their quotation of diverse Acts of Parliament, and affirming 
that these meetings for correspondence among the Universities do 
break the Bame, the import whereof is no less than unlawful convo- 
cating the King's subjects, and moving of sedition, manifest their 
gross ignorance and calumnious malice, in so far as the true intent 
of all these acts is to hinder and discharge subjects, without tho 
King's commission or authority, to convocate, so as to take upon 
them any authority and power, civil or ecclesiastic, and to act as 
courts and judges, and punishing the contemners of their orders 
with pains and penalties, and thereby intrude upon the civil or 
ecclesiastic government established by law, or invalide and raise 
sedition against the same. Whereas the meeting for correspondence 
among the Universities never did pretend to be or act as a judicatory 
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or court, either civil or ecclesiastic ; but each of the four Universities 
having by their charters, erections, and laws of the land, not only 
power and authority to preserve and put in execution their several 
statutes, but in many things relating to the advancement or further- 
ance of learning, and the knowledge of the liberal sciences (which is 
their province), to add to, amend, and alter the same ; and that 
each University may be the better fortified therein by the advice of 
others of the same profession, and that the Universities themselves 
may keep that amicable and good correspondence as to strengthen one 
another's hands, and not encroach upon one another, but may join 
together for the mutual help of each other ; [they] have afore, many 
years, at set times, met by their Commissioners, for these good and 
lawful ends; wherein none of their consultations or conclusions were 
binding, unless each University did agree to the same, and who never 
acted in a magisterial or authoritative manner. 

" 4. It is very calumnious and unreasonable to say that the affairs 
to be treated were not known to them, when it was told them that 
their present design was to see what was fit to be done for the ad- 
vancement of learning, and reforming several abuses that in process 
of time had crept into the Universities ; and they, or any member of 
a University, might very freely have sent their overtures, or any 
thing they thought needful to be treated ; and by their instructions 
to their Commissioner they might have limited him to determine 
nothing without their knowledge ; without which the former meetings 
for correspondence did not use to act, nor was there any ground to 
think this Bhould at this time. 

" 5. Their insinuating that they have such good and wholesome 
laws, by which their University may be regulated, should be no 
hindrance to them to correspond with other Universities who are 
desirous to correspond with them, to communicate these laws unto 
them ; but whatever they pretend, none of the other Universities do 
think they are arrived at that height of perfection that there can 
be no melioration. 

11 6. They at length bewray their sordid peevishness, under pre- 
tence of saving charges to the University, as if the inconsiderable 
charge in meeting with other Universities were enough to hinder 
their further promoting of learning, or such joint course as may tend 
to the augmenting of the revenues of each of the Universities. 

14 7. After all their vain pretences of their loyalty to their Majes- 
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ties' persons and interests, their zeal for the laws of the land and 
privileges of Universities, and that those who shall meet at this 
correspondence be punished as movers of sedition ; let us see that it 
is Protestatio contrario facto, in so far as that [for] three members of 
a society of eight persons opposing the constant practice of that same 
University, where they are members, to challenge the meeting of that 
University they are subject unto and members of, calling them a 
packed meeting, when so clear a plurality carried the election, and 
none of them three the heads of the University, doth manifest them 
to be heinous contemners of the privileges of their own University, 
to be promoters of sedition there, and a bad example, without prece- 
dent, to other Universities ; and how that suits with the laws of the 
land and loyalty to their Majesties, the world may judge. 

" For these and other reasons which might be added, the meeting 
doth recommend to the head and other members of that College, that 
they proceed against these three members to censure, conform to the 
laws, constitution, and customs of that University, unless they give 
satisfaction to the said College meeting, in as public a manner as 
they have given the affront ; and it is expected that the Commis- 
sioners, who shall come from that University to the next meeting of 
correspondents, shall bring a report thereof to the same. 

u The meeting, considering the overture for filling up the Chan- 
cellor's and other offices in the Universities now vacant, thought fit 
that with all speed and diligence these places should be filled up, 
according to the different customs and former practices of each Univer- 
sity : and, therefore, that the Lords of their Majesties' Privy Council 
be supplicate for interposing their authority therein, and that they 
would allow in the meantime, till that be effectuate, the present 
heads of the Colleges to supply these vacant offices where it is needful. 

" The meeting also thought fit that addresses should be made to 
the Privy Council for renewing their Act of the date 1st February 
1G72, relating to the Universities, with this particular addition, that 
if a student coming from one College to another, shall make it appear 
to the Principal of the College to which he comas that he hath 
made application for a testificate, and yet hath got none, nor any- 
thing is objected against him by that College, that in that case he 
may be received. 

" The address to the Council for these two particulars is recom- 
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are referred to the i 
(?»f). Referred also a p«ipt>r of proposals anent the manner of teaching 
Phy*i>s and other S ien.^ea. given in by the Primar of the College of 
Ri in burgh, to be set down in the Register. 
m Adjourned to the morrow at ten o'clock. 



« Which day the meeting thought fit that this correspondence be 
yearly continued, and that the next meeting shall be in this place the 
first Thursday of June 1693, by ten o'clock in the forenoon ; and the 
Preses of the meeting is appointed to acquaint the Colleges of St 
Andrews and New Aberdeen with the Diet, and to show them that 
it was expected they would nut have made so light of the ad- 
vertisement they had for this meeting, and that they would lie care- 
ful to attend that diet ; as also in case any emergence should fall 
out, which calls for a meeting of the Universities sooner, the Primar 
of the College of Edinburgh is hereby empowered to appoint the 
same, by giving timeous notice to the respective Colleges, of the oc- 
casions thereof, that they may come sufficiently instructed for that 
end. 

44 To the clerk is ordered to give doubles of what has passed in this 
meeting to the several Universities." 1 

Til* The 104th class, under the tuition of Mr. Cunning- 

pS&SX* num > being now in the last year of their course, and 
consisting of eighty-eight, thirty-seven were graduated 
publicly on the 15th of July 1G92, 2 in the common hall 
of the College, and a few more of them privately at dif- 
ferent times. The Theses on this occasion were dedi- 
cated to Sir Thomas Mure of Thornton, Lord Provost, 
and the other Magistrates and the Town-Council. 

» MS. Papers illustrative of the His- for graduation, did not obtain their 

toiy and Constitution of the University degree; because probably they may 

of Edinburgh, No. II. pp. 1 have refused to take the required oath 

* [Forty-four, whose named appear of allegiance to King William aud 

in tho printed Theses, as candidates Queen Mary.] 
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Dr. David Gregory having been called to Oxford to 
be Savilian Professor of Astronomy there, a gratuity 
of 250 pounds Scots was allowed him by the Town- 
Council, August 26, 1692, besides his full salary to 
the time of his removal to Oxford ; and the Council 
recommended to him to keep a good correspondence 
with the Masters of the College of Edinburgh. 1 

Mr. James Gregory succeeded Ins brother David, 
and at his election the Town-Council erected a con- 
stant Professorship of Mathematics. 

" Epinburoii, September 23, 1692. 

u The which day, the Council taking to their serious 
consideration how necessary, expedient, and profitable 
it is for all Colleges and Universities to have the pro- 
fession of the Mathematics, as well as those of other 
sciences established therein for the accomplishment 
and education of youth, and particularly in the art of 
Navigation (the great ornament of any kingdom or 
commonwealth) : And albeit, the famous College of 
this City, founded by that mighty and illustrious 
Prince, King James the Sixth, of ever glorious me- 
mory, be furnished with Professors, Principals, Mas- 
ters, and Regents, both in Divinity, Philosophy, and 
Humanity, yet never with a constant profession of 
the Mathematics : And the said Lord Provost, Bailies, 
Council, and Deacons of Crafts, being informed of the 
literature, qualifications, and good conversation of 
Mr. James Gregory, brothcr-gennan to Dr. Gregory, 
present Professor of Astronomy in the University of 

» Towu-Council Records. 
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Oxford, who is sufficiently qualified to be a Professor of 
the Mathematics in the said College ; and they being 
most willing and desirous, not only to give him all due 
encouragement therein for the time, but also to estab- 
lish and erect the said profession within the said Col- 
lege for ever in time coming: Therefore the said Lord 
Provost, Bailies, Council, and Deacons of Craftsmen, 
for themselves and their successors in place and office 
within the said City, have erected, and hereby erect a 
profession of the Mathematics, within the said City 
of Edinburgh, now, and in all time coming, and 
make, constitute, erect, and appoint the said Mr. 
James Gregory Professor thereof." 1 

The Council granted him a salary of 900 marks, with 
promise of more as soon as the Royal Bounty, or new 
donations would allow ; the College revenue at that 
time not permitting so large a salary to be given him 
as to Dr. David Gregory. 

In October, Mr. Cunningham entered upon the 
charge of the new Bejan class, consisting at the matri 
culation of ninety-three. Mr. Massie had the Semi 
class, with fifty-six supervenients ; Mr. Kennedy the 
Bachelor, and Mr. Law the Magistrand. 

Complaints were made to the Lords of the Privy 
Council of various tumults and disorders, which had 
of late happened among the students in the different 
Universities ; upon which they ordered an Act, dated 
the 9th of March 1693, issued for preventing such for 
the future, authorizing the Principals and Regents to 
inflict fines according to the different ranks of the 

1 Town-Council Records. 



Digitized by Google 



UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 



247 



students, and requiring the Magistrates, in cases of 
necessity, to support by their authority the sentences* 
of the said Principals and Regents. 

" At Edinburgh, the 9th day of March 1693 years. 

" The Lords of their Majesties' Privy Council taking to their con- 
sideration the tumults and disorders which frequently fall out amongst, 
and are committed by, the students within the several Colleges and 
Universities within this kingdom ; and having considered the Report 
of a Committee of their own number appointed in this matter : The 
saids Lords, for preventing of any tumults or other disorders within 
any of the saids Colleges and Universities, Do hereby authorize and 
empower the several Principals, Regents, and Masters of the saids Col- 
leges respective, in case it shall happen hereafter, any of the students 
of any of the Colleges above mentioned, to commit, or be guilty of 
any tumults or other enormous disorder against the quiet and good 
government of the saids Colleges, to impose and exact fines from such 
as they shall find guilty, not exceeding the respective rates and pro- 
portions after mentioned, viz. : — For a nobleman, or his eldest son, 
an hundred and fifty pounds Scots ; for noblemen's younger sons, or 
barons themselves, or their eldest sons, an hundred pounds ; for the 
younger sons of barons or gentlemen, and for the sons of burgesses, 
fifty pounds ; and for the sons of craftsmen, or yeomen, fifty marks 
Scots ; and that by and attour the reparation of damages : And the 
saids Lords do hereby require and command the Magistrates of the 
respective Burghs where the saids Colleges are kept, to interpose their 
authority to the sentence of the saids Masters, and to give them their 
assistance in executing the same, by imprisonment, if need be : And 
allows and appoints the sums that shall be exacted for fines, in man- 
ner and for the Cause above mentioned, to be applied for the use of 
the several Bibliothecks of the saids Colleges : And the saids Lords 
having reviewed an Act of Council of the date the 1 st day of Feb- 
ruary 1672, prohibiting one College to receive any scholar from 
another College, they do restrict the same to such scholars only as 
' have been removed for misdemeanours, or have fled from discipline. 
— Extracted by me, " Da. Moncrieff, Clk. Sti. Com:' 1 

1 Records of Privy-Council. 
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huuCYand 105tn C ^ ass » under the tuition of Mr. Law, being 

"Simwci. brought towards the conclusion of their course, fifteen 
of them were graduated privately at different times, 
and thirty-three of them publicly on the 3d of July. 
No printed Theses appear in the College collection. 

On the 1st of June, in consequence of the adjourn- 
ment last year, there appeared in the Library the fol- 
lowing Commissioners, viz. : — from Glasgow, Mr. Patrick 
Simson, Dean of Faculty; and for the College of Edin 
burgh, Dr. Gilbert Rule, Primar, Mr. Herbert Kennedy, 
and Mr. Andrew Massie, Professors of Philosophy. 
But as no delegates appeared from the other Univer- 
sities, they adjourned till next day, when there appeared, 
besides those already mentioned, viz., from the Old and 
New Colleges of Aberdeen, Dr. George Middleton, and 
Mr. Robert Paterson, Principals ; Mr. George Fraser, 
Sub-Principal of King's College ; and Mr. George 
Peacock, Regent, from Marischal's College. They ad- 
journed till Wednesday next, expecting the Commis- 
sioner from St. Andrews; but as none appeared on 
that day but the following delegates* formerly men- 
tioned, viz., Dr. Rule, Mr. Paterson, Mr. Fraser, and 
Mr. Kennedy, they dissolved the meeting. 

In October the College met, and Mr. William Law 
assembled a very numerous Bejan class, consisting at 
the matriculation in March of 110. Mr. Cunningham 
had the charge of the Semi class, with thirty-five 
supervenients : Mr. Massie that of the Bachelor, and 
Mr. Kennedy that of the Magistrand. 

Again, in the month of December, the Privy Coun- 
cil found it necessary to re-enact their former order 
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respecting tumults, and to cause it to be made more 
generally known, by having it printed and published, 
at the market crosses of Edinburgh, Old and New 
Aberdeen, St. Andrews, and Glasgow, and read in the 
public halls of all the Universities, and printed copies 
affixed upon the gates of the Universities and Colleges. 

On the 1st of December, an Act was passed by the 
Town-Council as to the application of 1000 pounds 
Scots, mortified by Bailie Penman, for a bursar. 

On the 26 th of January, several members of the lm 
Town-Council moved that it were necessary that a 
Professor of Hebrew should be authorized in the 
College. The Council, before giving answer, recom- 
mended to the Principal and Professor of Divinity, 
and the Ministers of the City, to recommend a fit 
and qualified person. 1 

On the 29th of January, Mr. Alexander Cunning- 
ham was suspended from his office as Regent by the 
Council, in consequence of a complaint by James 
Grant, second son of the Laird of Grant, and on the 
Report of the Committee appointed to take trial of 
the said complaint. The Council recommended to the 
Principal to take care of his class during the suspen- 
sion. The notoriety of his crime was taken into their 
consideration. 2 

On the 2d of February, Mr. Alexander Rule, student 
of Divinity, on the recommendation of the Principal, 
Professor of Divinity, and Ministers, who had taken 
trial of him, was elected Professor of Hebrew, in place 
of Mr. Alexander Douglas, who had been removed by 

1 Town Council Records. j ibid. 
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the Visitors for refusing to hike the oath of allegiance. 
On the 21st of the same month he was appointed to 
hold his inaugural oration ; and he was ordered to give 
his lessons on Mondays and Fridays. 1 

This year, 1694, King William, by a deed of gift, 
dated February 28, as will afterwards be mentioned, 2 
bestowed a perpetual annuity of £300 per annum out 
of the Bishops' rents, of which £100 was appropriated 
for a salary to a Regius Professor of Divinity and 
Ecclesiastical History. The first Regius Professor in- 
troduced about this time into the College by a com- 
mission from the King, was Mr. John Gumming. 3 
He began a course of public lectures on Church 
Histoiy, and continued them regularly till his death, 
which happened in the year 1714. 

umund' uu * ^ e 106t ^ c ^ dSS > uu< ^ er the tuition of Mr. Kennedy, 
KmduatS 1 were brought to the conclusion of their fourth year. 
Twenty-one of them took the degree privately at 
different times, and forty-one of them publicly, on the 
9th of July. No Theses for this graduation appear in 
the College collection. 4 

In October, Mr. Kennedy began the new Bejan class, 
of whom there were sixty at the matriculation, on the 
13 th of February. Mr. Law in the Semi class had 
seventy-eight supervenients ; Mr. Alexander Cunning- 
ham had the Bachelors, and Mr. Andrew Massie the 
MagLstrands. 

1 Town-Council Records. 1 See infra, pp. 25<>, 271. 

* [There i«, however, no evidence tlint 4 [The Theses were printed ; and 

dimming obtained his commission till forty-two, whose names appear in the 

the year 1702. He qualified before the list of candidates for graduation in- 

Magistrates on 10th November that verted in the Theses, did not obtain 

year. Town-Council Records.] their degree See p. 214, note 2.] 



Digitized by Google 



UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 



251 



It would seem that the Commission for visitation w». 
of schools and Colleges had been so dilatory, as to 
allow the appointed time for their meeting to elapse. 
The Privy-Council therefore issued an order, dated 
the 13th of December 1694, ordering a meeting in 
January 1695. Accordingly, in consequence of such 
a meeting, we find that on the 28th of that month a 
Committee of their number had prepared several acts 
and overtures to be submitted to the consideration of 
the Commission. 

They recommended : — 

" 1 . That the Professor of the Greek tongue be fixed to that class, 
there being far fewer eminent in the knowledge of that language 
than in Philosophy ; and that nothing be taught that year but 
Greek 

" 2. That in the Semi the Logics be taught, without mixture of 
what concerns Metaphysics ; and that therewithal the common terms, 
notions, and axioms be taught. 

" 3. That in the third class the Ethics, general and special, the 
practice of Oratory, and also the general Physics be taught. 

" 4. Tliat in the fourth class there be taught the special Physics 
and the Pneumatologia. 

" 5. It is also the opinion of the Committee that the Hebdomadar 
be obliged to lie within the College the time of his office, and that 
he visit the students in their chambers every morning at six of the 
clock, and every evening at nine of the clock. 

" 6. That all Masters and Regents, and also the students in the 
several Universities and Colleges within this kingdom, be obliged to 
wear constantly gowns the time of the sitting of the Colleges ; and 
the Regents or Masters shall be obliged to wear black gowns, and 
the students red gowns, that thereby the students may be discouraged 
from vageing or vice. 

" 7. That, at the time of the laureation, the students be strictly 
and exactly examined by the Principals and Regents ; and that at 
their promotion there be distinction made by the Masters of some 
of the pregnant spirits in the class, who are to [be] called by their 
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names in order before the rest of the class ; and that none receive 
degrees but those who are qualified. 

" 8. That in time coming no person be admitted a Professor or 
Regent in any University or College within this kingdom, to have 
the government of students, unless they be of the age of twenty-one 
years complete at least. 

" 9. As also, that the Masters and Regents of aU Colleges and 
Universities within this kingdom do begin the teaching of their 
course for the subsequent year upon the first lawful day of November, 
and to continue teaching until the last day of June thereafter, except 
the Regent of the Magistrand class, who is to continue teaching until 
the first day of May yearly. 

"10. As also, that it should be enacted, that no student shall be 
hereafter admitted into any College, who has been any former years 
studying in any other College, unless he produce sufficient testificates 
of his good behaviour, signed by his Regent, or the Principal of the 
College where he last studied, and which testificates they shall be 
obliged to grant when required, unless they can give very pregnant 
reasons for their refusing ; and if the Masters, being required, shall 
refuse to give the saids testificates without just cause, then it shall 
be leasom to any College, to which the student applies, to receive 
him, without obliging him to produce the said testificate. 

"11. And also, that in time coming the students shall not spend 
their time in writing their courses of Philosophy in their class, but 
in place thereof, that there be a priuted course thought upon ; and 
to that end, that timeous intimation be made to the Professors and 
Regents or Masters of the haill Universities and Colleges within this 
kingdom, to send two of their number from every College to Edin- 
burgh, the last Wednesday of July next to come, and sufficiently 
instructed, to meet with these of the Commission of Parliament, ap- 
pointed for visitation of Universities, Colleges, and Schools, and to 
advise and consult with them, what method shall be fallen upon for 
writing and printing an uniform course of Philosophy, to be hereafter 
taught in all the Colleges. 

" 12. As also, that when the Commissioners from the several 
Colleges meet the last Wednesday of July next, that they then take 
to their consideration how expedient it will be for the haill Colleges 
to meet by their delegates every year, and report their opinion, with 
the reasons for the same, to the general meeting of the Commission 
or their Committee. 
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" 1 3. It is also the opinion of the Committee, that the several 
classes in the Colleges, when they first enter ami convene, be all 
publicly examined in the common hall by the Principal and haill 
Regents of the College, who shall all be obliged to convene for the 
said examinations. 

"14. That all Bursars be strictly examined every year ; and that 
such as do not duly attend, and make sufficient proficiency in their 
studies, be turned out of their bursaries. 

"15. That every year the Regents of the said several classes be 
obliged to teach their students some rudiments of the Mathematics, 
with their course yearly. 

" 1G. That it be recommended to the Principal, Professor, and 
Regents, to receive none into the Colleges, but upon strict trial of 
their proficiency in the Latin and Greek tongues respective. 

"17. The Committee are of opinion, that, until there be a 
printed course of Philosophy composed, the Regents shall be obliged 
yearly to produce and show, in the beginning of the year, to the 
Principal or Dean of Faculty of the College, the dictates that he is 
to teach his students the year following ; and that these dictates are 
and shall be subject and liable to the amendments and correction of 
the Principal aud Faculty of the College. 

" That, at the yearly laureation in the respective Colleges, there 
be honourable mention made of the founders and benefactors by 
public recitaL" 1 

On the 29th of January 1G95, the Faculty ordered 
that Mr. Campbell and Mr. Law should attend the 
Commission of Parliament for visitation of Univer- 
sities, the — day of July, as their representatives. 2 

On the 1st of February, James Sutherland, Master 
of the Physic Garden, was elected by the Town- 
Council Professor of Botany in the College, with all 
emoluments, profits, and casualties, and the former 
pension of £20 sterling annually was allowed him. 3 

i MS. Papers Illustrative of the His- * Register of the University of Edin- 

tory and Constitution of the University burgh, in the College Library, p. 33. 
of Edinburgh, in the College Library, » [On the 8th of September 1676, the 

No. II. p. 1W. Town-Council, "considering the use- 
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In the act it is said that " the Physic Garden is in 
great reputation, both in England and foreign nations, 
by the great care and knowledge of the said Mr. 
James." He had " been at great pains and expenses 
in bringing foreign plants and seeds, and making 
several divisions, hedges, and improvements in the 
said garden." 1 

On the 17th of April, an Act was passed by the 
Town-Council, appointing Mr. AVilliam Henderson, 
father of Mr. Kobert, at that time Librarian, to offi- 
ciate in the Library for his son, till the son should 
finish the catalogues. 2 

The 10 7th class, under Mr. Massie, were brought to 
HS?* fc l R; conclusion of their course ; nineteen of them gra- 
duated privately at different times, and thirty-nine 
publicly on the 13th of July. 3 

It was a favourite object with the Commission of 
Visitation to bring all the Universities to adopt a uni- 
form method of teaching the different parts of Philo- 
sophy ; and therefore, at a meeting held on the 1st of 
August 1695, they passed the following Act : — 



Theo 
«lred ami 



KrailuaUMl. 



fulness and necessity of encouragement 
of the art of botany and planting of 
medicinal herbs, ami that it were tit for 
the better nourishing of the Colleges 
that the said profession be joined to 
the other professions, . . . appointed 
a yearly salary of £20 sterling, to be 
paid to Mr. John Sutherland, present 
botanist, who professes the said art, 
. . . and, upon the considerations fore- 
said, uuites, annexes, and adjoins the 
said profession to the rest of the liberal 
sciences taught in the College, and re- 
commends the Treasurer of the College 
to provide a conveuient room in the 



College, for keeping books and seeds 
relating to the said profession." — Town 
Council Records. It was not, however, 
till the period specified in the text that 
Sutherland became properly Professor 
of Botany in the College.] 

1 Town -Council Records. 

3 On the 14th of August following, 
Mr. Robert Henderson gave in two 
Catalogues of the Library.— /bid. 

a [Thirty-one, whose names appear in 
the printed Theses as candidates for 
graduation, did not obtaiu their degree. 
See p. 244, note 2.] 
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" The Commission of Parliament for visiting Universities, Colleges, 
and Schools, having met with the delegates sent from the several 
Colleges, and heard them t>oth *crif>to and viva voce anent an uni- 
form printed course of Philosophy, to be hereafter taught, Do statute, 
enact, and ordain, that the ordinary custom of dictating and writing 
of notes in the classes be discharged from and after the month of 
October 169G ; and ordain, that in place thereof, there be a printed 
course or system of Philosophy composed, to be taught in all the 
Colleges. And the Commission appoints the Faculties of Philosophy 
in the several Colleges to compile the said system ; and for that end 
ordains the said Faculty of every College to meet and convene, and 
to appoint one or more of the Regents of the said Faculty to compile 
that part of the course appointed for each College's share ; and 
ordains the person or persons so to be appointed, to perform and do 
the work that the Faculty lays upon them ; and if they refuse or 
fail in the performance thereof, the Commission declares, he or they 
shall ipso facto be exauctorat and deprived of their office. And 
farther, the Commission appoints the said system or course of Philo- 
sophy, to be composed by the Faculties of the several Colleges, con- 
form to the division following, viz. : That the Logics and general 
Metaphysics be composed by the two Colleges of St . Andrews, and 
the general and special Ethics by the College of Glasgow ; the 
general and special Physics by the two Colleges of Aberdeen, and 
the Pneumatics or special Metaphysics by the College of Edinburgh : 
And appoints the Faculty of each of the said Colleges to give in a 
scheme of what points and articles they are to treat of in each of 
their parts of the said work, to the Commission of Parliament, or 
their Committee, against the first Wednesday of October next j and 
appoints the several Colleges to keep a correspondence amongst them- 
selves during their writing of their several parts of the said work ; 
and that they send parcels of their writings to each College, that the 
same may be revised ; and that each of the said Colleges be assistant 
to others, for the better carrying on of the said work. And the 
Commission appoints a general meeting of the haill Colleges by their 
delegates, to be at Edinburgh, the first Wednesday of July next to 
come, at which time they are to revise the whole system and course 
of Philosophy ; which is hereby appointed to be in readiness against 
the said day : And that they present the same to the said Commis- 
sion of Parliament, that the same may be approven, and put to the 
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press against the first day of August thereafter. And the Commis- 
sion recommends to the Faculties of the several Colleges, that they 
be exact and diligent in composing the said system, for tho nation's 
and their own credit, with as much succinctness as can be ; and fur 
their encouragement, the Commission declares they will write to the 
Secretary of State to interpose with his Majesty, that he would be 
pleased to give a gratification of £50 sterling to each College at the 
completing of the said work." 1 

On the 28th of August 1695, Mr. Hugh Linn, 
College Treasurer, produced before the Town-Council 
the mortification granted by his Majesty, dated at 
Kensington, the 28th February 1693-4, 2 whereby his 
Majesty mortified and disponed £300 sterling to the 
College of Edinburgh, for the maintenance of a Pro- 
fessor of Theology, by and attour the present Profes- 
sor established there, who was to have £100 sterling 
of the said sum yearly, together with twenty bursars 
of Divinity, who were to have £10 sterling each yearly, 
to be presented by his Majesty or the Lords of Trea- 
sury ; which sum of £300 sterling Ins Majesty ap- 
pointed to be paid to the College Treasurer and his 
successors, by the Lords of Treasury and his Majesty's 
collectors, out of the Bishops' rents, and that termly, 
beginning the first term's payment at the term of 
Whitsunday 1694. 3 

On the 10th of August, the Faculty of the Uni- 
versity " assigned to Mr. Law to draw up that part 
of Philosophy which was appointed by the Committee 
of Parliament for Edinburgh College, viz., the Pneu- 

»• MS. Papers ill tifltrativn of the His- 'See notice of this Royal Grant, 
tory and Constitution of the Unher- ttujnn, ]». 2M. 
sity of Edinburgh, No. II. |». » Town-Council Records. 



Digitized by Google 



UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURCH. 



257 



maties, in order to a printed course to he established 
in the Universities." 

On the 8th of October, the Faculty appointed " that 
Mr. Law l)c exempted from the Hebdomadar's work 
and the public examinations for tins year, upon the 
consideration of his being appointed to compose a part 
of the course of Philosophy that is to be printed," viz., 
the Pneumatics. On the same day the Faculty also 
ordered, " that the Act of the Privy-Council against 
tumults be read in all the classes the first week of 
November next." 

On the 19th of November, an Act of Faculty was 
passed against cursing, swearing, and profane speeches. 
" The Faculty considering how frequent cursing, swear- 
ing, and profane speeches, are among students, therefore 
they appoint that such as are found guilty shall be 
liable for sixpence, totiex quoties ; and if it be found 
that any are habitually guilty they shall be extruded 
the College/' 1 

On the 26th of November, an Act of Faculty was 
passed against drunkenness and frequenting taverns. 
" The Faculty, considering how odious the sin of 
drunkenness is, especially in students, and how in- 
decent it is for such, who should be bred up in religion 
and learning, to haunt taverns or alehouses, therefore 
they do strictly forbid and inhibit the students of this 
University under their charge to go into any ale- 
house or tavern without a sufficient cause, which is 
to be judged of by the Rev. Primar or their respective 
Regents ; and if the cause be not found relevant, the) 

■ Roister of the University of Edinburgh, in College Library. V 54. 

n 
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are to be fined as follows, viz. :- — Each for the first 
fault a sixpence, for the second a shilling, the third in 
eighteenpence, or to be augmented at the discretion of 
their respective Regents ; and if any be found drunk, 
he shall pay three pounds Scots, toties quoties, and if 
often found so, to be extruded." 1 

On the 18th of December 1695, the degree of Doc 
tor of the Civil Law was conferred on Mr. Joseph 
Brown, an Englishman, being the first doctors degree 
upon record given by the University of Edinburgh. 
Dr. Brown, on bis return to England, remitted for the 
Library a donation of £15 sterling. 

On the 9th of August 1695, the Town-Council ap- 
pointed a comparative trial to be held in the College, 
in the usual manner, on the 10 th of September, for 
supplying the place of Mr. Alexander Cunningham, 
Professor of Philosophy, who had demitted. Three 
candidates entered their names, of whom Mr. William 
Scott, who had studied under Mr. Thomas Burnet in 
1688, but was not graduated till September 3, 1695, 
was judged to be the fittest, and the office was 
conferred upon him the 16th day of the same 
month. 

In October, when the College met, Mr. Scott entered 
upon the charge of the Bejan class, the number of 
which, at the matriculation on the 2d of February 
1696, amounted to sixty-six. Mr. Herbert Kennedy, 
in the Semi class, had forty-six supervenients ; Mr. 
Law went on with the Bachelors ; and Mr. John Row, 
a professor from St. Andrews, who had succeeded upon 

1 Register <5f the University of Edinburgh, in College Library, p. 34. 
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the deprivation of Mr. Andrew Massie, 1 went on with 
the Magistrand class. 

On the 18th of February 1696, the Faculty of the im. 
University met, and received from St. Andrews the 
General and Special Physics composed at Aberdeen, 
to be revised against a certain day, with a promise 
that they are to send the notes and remarks upon 
them by St. Andrews. 

On the 20th of June, Mr. Herbert Kennedy, Mr. Law, 
and Mr. Row, Regents, were appointed to attend the 
diets of the Commission of Parliament for visiting 
Universities, in consequence of a letter from Mr. 
Hamilton, Clerk to the said Commission. 2 

The 108th class, now under the tuition of Mr. John tim on- 

hundred and 

Row, was brought to the conclusion of the course ; of Jj^gr* 
whom fourteen were graduated privately, at different 
times, and thirty-seven publicly, on the 13th of July. 

On the loth of the same month, the delegates from 
the different Universities having been called before 
the Visitors, were interrogated respecting the progress 
they had made in preparing the different parts of the 
course of Philosophy. They produced all the different 
parts, and gave them in to the meeting. Upon this 
they were ordered to receive them all again, and cany 
them back to the different Colleges from whence they 
had been brought, to be revised, etc. 8 

In October 1696, Mr. John Row entered upon the 



1 [Row was elected August M, 161*5, » MS. Papers, illustrative of the His- 

in place of Massie, who had been de- tory and Constitution of the Univer- 

prived. — Town-Council Records.] sity of Edinburgh, in College Library, 

* Register of the University of Edin- No. 11. p. 145. 
burgh, p. 35. 

r 
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charge of the Bejan class, in number seventy-four, at 
the matriculation, February 9, 1697. Mr. Scott pro- 
ceeded with the Semi class, with forty-two superve- 
nients ; Mr. Kennedy had the Bachelor, and Mr. Law 
the Magistrand. 
la*. The 109th class, under the tuition of Mr. William 

The one 

SS£c!aII d Law, being brought towards the conclusion of their 
gnuiaAtt*i. y ears ' course, twenty-three of them were gradu- 
ated privately, and fifty-eight publicly, on the 28 th of 
June 1697. No printed theses appear. 

As to the custom of the students of the Semi class 
throwing a foot-ball into the Bejan class on the 10th of 
March, to prevent its renewal, the students of the Semi 
class this year subscribed the following document : — 

14 We, undersubseribers, students in the Semi class of the CoUege 
of Edinburgh, being fully persuaded that the custom of throwing a 
foot-ball into the Bejan class upon the 10th of March yearly hath 
been the occasion of much disorder and confusion in the said College, 
and being earnestly entreated by our Regent to give this public 
testimony of our willingness to have this abominable custom for ever 
banished the College: Therefore, we hereby solemnly declare and 
own our dislike of the same, and that it may effectually appear, we 
hereby bind ourselves, that we in no manner of way, either directly 
or indirectly, shall contribute to the keeping up of the foresaid custom, 
or attempt the throwing in of the said ball on the 1 0th of March 
ensuing, or at any other time hereafter, while we are students in the 
said College ; and if any of our number shall offer, notwithstanding 
of this our solemn declaration and engagement, to throw in the said 
ball, we do hereby renounce them for our comrades for ever, and 
declare them unworthy of the name of students and gentlemen, and 
give them freely up to the Faculty of the College, whom we hereby 
earnestly entreat to banish and extrude from their society such in- 
famous and unworthy members j and in testimony of the sincerity 
of this our declaration, we are willing and consent that the same 
should remain amongst the records of this College. — In witness 
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whereof, we have signed these presents at the College of Edinburgh, 
the third day of March 1 GO 7 years." 

This document has appended to it 121 signatures. 1 

Though the several Universities and Colleges had 
been employed in drawing up a uniform system of 
Philosophy, ever since this was enjoined by the Com 
mission of Visitation in their Act of the 2d of August 
16*95, yet the different parts of that system could not 
be brought forward in a sufficiently correct state so 
soon as the Commission had appointed. First drafts, 
however, of these different parts had been circulated 
among the several Universities and Colleges, and 
written observations made upon them had been laid 
before the delegates from the Colleges, at their meet- 
ings at Edinburgh this year. 

In the above-mentioned Act, the Commission had 
appointed that the Logics and General Metaphysics 
should be composed by the two Colleges of St. An- 
drews ; the General and Special Etlrics by the College 
of Glasgow ; the General and Special Physics by the 
two Colleges of Aberdeen ; and the Pneumatics or 
Special Metaphysics by the College of Edinburgh. 

On the 12th of March 1697, "the Faculty received 
from the University of St. Andrews their observations 
on that part of the course of Philosophy composed by 
Aberdeen, together with the Tractatus Anatomicus 
composed by Aberdeen." On the 9th of April, they 
" received from St. Andrews the Glasgow Ethics, to 
be revised by the Faculty." Particular posts were 

1 MS. Papers, illustrative of the History and Constitution of the University of 
Edinburgh, in College Library, No. I. p. 6U 
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allotted to Messrs. Law, Kennedy, Row, Dundas, and 
Scott. On the 14th of May the Faculty "received 
the St. Andrews animadversions on the Glasgow 
Ethics." And on the 1st of July they "appointed 
Mr. Law and Mr. Row to attend the Committee of 
Commi&sion of Parliament for visiting Universities." 1 

Various meetings were held by the delegates in the 
months of July and August this year for considering 
the remarks and animadversions transmitted from 
different Colleges, previous to their delivering the 
different parts of the system in a correct form to the 
Commission of Visitation. 

These original animadversions by the separate 
Colleges, with the observations made upon them by 
the delegates from all the Colleges met at Edinburgh, 
are preserved among the papers of the University of 
Edinburgh, and form a curious collection, from which 
might be gathered a pretty good notion of what sort 
of science was understood and taught in the Colleges 
of Scotland at that time. Among the mss. of the 
same College is likewise preserved the original of the 
Special Physics, as transmitted by the King's College, 
Aberdeen, and drawn up by Mr. William Black, 5 a 
member of that Society. 

The animadversions upon this performance made 
by the Faculty of Arts of the University of St. Andrews 
are expressed with great severity ; which drew answers 
of the same sort from the author. These were all laid 
before a meeting of the delegates on the lGth of 

t Register of the University of E»iiu- * Black was the master of Ruddinian. 
burgh, in College Library, p]». 35, 30. —See Chalmers's Life of Kiuhliniau. 
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August 1697 ; whose opinion upon them is also pre- 
served. As a specimen of this opinion we may quote 
the paragraphs upon the 20th and 30th animadversions. 

20th. "One part of the delegates are of opinion 
that Newton's hypothesis of the ebbing and flowing 
of the sea should be insert, or a reason given why 
it is not ; and the other part think there is no need 
to make any mention of it. And the author gives 
this reason why he has omitted it, — because neither he 
nor any he has conversed with on the subject do so 
fully understand what Newton does write thereon as 
they can make it intelligible to the young students, 
for whose sake this tractate is chiefly designed. And 
the delegates do not find that the author has any- 
where promised to examine all the celebrated opinions 
on this subject, as tins observe does allege." 

30th. "From this remark the delegates took occa- 
sion to consider the difficulty proponed by the author 
in the tractate against Newton's opinion of the Earth's 
being seventeen Gallic miles higher at the equator than 
at the poles ; and judging it a real difficulty, some 
of the delegates were of opinion, that it might be 
proper to take the opinion of the most knowing mathe- 
maticians in the nation anent this particular. But 
others thought this not needful, and thinking the argu- 
ments proposed against Newton valid, do refer this 
whole matter to the Commission." 1 

The Special Physics of King s College, Aberdeen, are 
the only branch of the intended system to be found in 

1 MS. Papers illustrative of the His- of Edinlmrgh, in College Library, No. 
tory and Constitution of the University II. pp. 5>2, 93. 
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the Library of the University of Edinburgh. Perhaps 
the other parts may still be preserved in some of the 
other Colleges. 

On the 29th of January 1697, in the Court of 
Session, Philiphaugh reported Mr. Andrew Massie 
against the town of Edinburgh, for reducing the de- 
creet, whereby they had deprived him of being one of 
the Philosophy Regents in the College of Edinburgh. 
The Lords, on account of some informality on the part 
of the town, reponed Mr. Massie against the decreet, 
and allowed him to be farther heard before the Ordi- 
nary anent his repossession and damages in lying out 
of his place. 1 In the debate betwixt Row and Scott, 
which of the two should cede his place to make room 
for Massie's re-entry, the Lords ordained Mr. Scott to 
cede. 2 

In October 1697, Mr. William Law entered upon 
the charge of the new Bejan class, the number of 
winch at the matriculation amounted to seventy-seven : 
Mr. John Row proceeded in the Semi, with fifty- 
seven supervenients ; Mr. William Scott in the 
Bachelor; and Mr. Herbert Kennedy in the Magis- 
trand. 

iop8 The 110th class, under the tuition of Mr. Herbert 

Tlif nut- 7 

Kennedy, was brought to the conclusion of the course 
in July 1698, forty-five of them having graduated 
privately at different times. 

By an Act passed on the 3d of January 1698, the 
Commission for Visitation appointed copies of the St. 
Andrews Logics and Metaphysics to each of the Col- 

1 See Fountainhall's Decisions, vol i. p. 761. * Ibid. vol. i. p. 7S7. 
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leges, and ordained the same to be dictated and taught 
this year to the students. They also ordained the 
Masters of the Colleges of Glasgow, Aberdeen, and 
Edinburgh, to finish the several parts of Philosophy 
composed by them with all expedition, and that each 
College teach that course or system composed by 
themselves, and which had been produced before the 
Commission in the preceding July, according as the 
same was ordered to be corrected and amended by the 
delegates from the Colleges. They also ordered the 
Colleges to return to the Clerk of the Commission the 
observations made by the several Colleges upon each 
part of Philosophy, also the observations made by the 
delegates from the several Universities, when they 
met jointly together at Edinburgh in the preceding 
July and August, that the observations may be con- 
sidered by the Commission, and determined upon by 
them ; and further, that they send a copy of the sys- 
tem of Philosophy composed by each C ollege, corrected 
and amended conformable to the said observations, to 
the Clerk of the Commission, to be considered by the 
Commission or their Committee ; and this to Ik; done 
with all expedition. 

On the 31st of January 1698, it was ordered by 
the Commission of Visitation, that intimation be made 
to the Principal and Professors of the College of Edin 
burgh, that they must produce against the ensuing 
Monday the Pneumatics, Ix><:ic, or Special Metaphysics, 
composed by them, corrected and amended, as formerly 
appointed ; and that they have seven copies thereof 
complete iu readiness against that day, viz., the Ttli of 
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February next, to be transmitted to the several Uni- 
versities and Colleges, under pain of being declared 
contemners of the authority of the Commission, and 
deprivation of their offices. And it is recommended 
to the Magistrates of Edinburgh, Patrons of the 
College, and to the College Treasurer, to advance 
money for defraying the expense of copying the said 
Course of Philosophy. 

On the 25th of March 1698, Mr. Andrew Massie 
wa3, upon petition, reponed to his office by the Town- 
Council (after being " stopped and hindered for more 
than two years"), in the room of Mr. Herbert Kennedy 
deceased, whose classes he succeeded to. He states 
that it was "through a misfortune, winch he did 
heartily regret." 

On the 13th of April, an Act of Council was passed 
allowing Mr. Robert Henderson thirty pounds sterling, 
over and above his salary, for his great trouble iu 
making catalogues of the Library. He says, that he 
had gone abroad to visit the state of other libraries. 
His father had officiated for him during his absence. 1 

On the 12th of December 1698, the Commission of 
Parliament ordered their Clerk to communicate to the 
several Colleges that they are to teach the same course 
of Philosophy which they were enjoined to have taught 
the preceding year, with power, if long or prolix, to 
abridge it. And the Masters of the several Colleges 
are required to send the first copies of the courses 
composed by them before they were amended, and to 
which the observations relate, that the same mav be 

1 Town-Council ReronU. 
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considered by the Committee, in order to their better 
despatching the report they are to make to the Com- 
mission concerning them. 

In October 1698, Mr. Herbert Kennedy, whose turn 
it was to begin the Bejan class, being dead, Mr. 
Andrew Massie entered upon the charge of the new 
Bejan class, which at the matriculation, February 23, 
1699, were in number forty-seven. Mr. William Law 
proceeded in the Semi class, with an accession of 
eighty-five supervenients ; Mr. John Kow proceeded 
with the Bachelors ; and Mr. William Scott, who was 
to have ceded for the re-entry of Mr. Massie, retained 
his place in consequence of the death of Mr. Herbert 
Kennedy. 

On the 4th of June 1699, the Faculty enacted that km* 
each graduate, when he received his degree, should sub- 
scribe an obligation never to take any degree inferior 
to that of M.A. in any other University or College ; and 
they appointed Monday the 26th for the Laureation. 

The 111th class, under the tuition of Mr. William The one 

hundred nud 

Scott, was brought to the conclusion of their course in SUjid* 
June this year, of whom twenty-seven were graduated at * d 
privately, and forty-three publicly, the 23d and 24th 
of that month. 1 

On the 10th of October, the Faculty appointed that 



1 Araot, in his History of Edinburgh, 
p. 158, anno 1698, on the margin says 
that, "at a public graduation of stu- 
dents, at which the Magistrates, in their 
formalities, attended, the Professor of 
Philosophy pronounced a harangue in 
favour of that settlement on the Isthmus 
of Darien, the legality of which, against 
all other pretenders, was maintained in 



their printed theses." This could not 
be the graduation June 1(598, as that 
was a private one. That of 1697 and 
this of 1699 were public ; but of these 
there are no printed theses in the Col- 
lege collection. Mr. Arnot does not 
mention where he got this anecdote. 
It is, however, extremely probable. 
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every student who should enter to the study of Divinity, 
should have a certificate of his education, and receiv- 
ing the degree of M.A. from the College where he had 
been taught. 

On the 27th of November this year, "the Commission 
of Parliament appointed for visitation of Universities, 
Colleges, and Schools, having considered some propo- 
sitions produced before them, which they are informed 
are vented among students, and contained in some 
books made use of by them, and having considered a 
Report of a Committee of their number thereanent, 
the Commission finds that there are some of these Pro- 
positions so manifestly false and pernicious, that they 
hereby enjoin the Masters of the Colleges to watch over 
their scholars, that they do not own nor argue for 
them, and that the Masters confute them, and restrain 
their scholars from such books as vent them, such 
as : — 

" 1. Mundum vel materiam esse ab seterno. 

"2. Rationem nostram, seu philosophiam esse Scrip 
turse Interpretem seu Regulam, secundum quam de 
veritate in divinis est judicandum. 

" 3. Rationem prudentis esse Primam Regulam mo- 
rum. 

" Secondly, There are others of the said Propositions 
presented to the Commission, winch are not so mani- 
festly absurd as the former, yet being generally dis- 
approvcn by the Reformed and Popish divines, the 
Commission appoints that the same may be forborne, 
and discharges the Masters to teach them, which are as 
follows : — 
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" 1. Spiritus esse nulJihi. 

"2. Animae essentiam in actuali cogitatione esse 
[M>sitam. 

" 3. Spirit uum purorum finitoruin (id est) Angelo- 
rum existentiam, non posse, nisi ex Scriptura, probari. 

*' 4. De omnibus est dubitandum, vel assensum esse 
tantisper suspendendum, in ordine ad veritatem eog 
noscendam. 

" 5. Claram nostram et distinetam cognitionem esse 
veritatis optimum criterium. 

" 6, Bnitis non eompetere sensationes sed esse mera 
automata. 

u 7. Animam humanara fieri ex traduce. 

"Thirdly, The Commission finds that there are some 
of the said Propositions which, at first hearing, are 
offensive, and in their full latitude may l>e false, that 
yet with restriction and limitation may be passed ; yet 
the Commission enjoyns that either these be not taught 
or cautiously explained, such as : — 

" 1. Rerum essentias esse feternaft 

" 2. Dari propositiones (quarum uterque terminus 
est Creatura) a?temtu veritatis. 

"3. Rerun) possihilitatcra esse iis intrinsccam ab 
;eterno. 

u 4. Anima? esse essentialc quod sniper aetu cogi- 
tet 

44 f>. Dari felicitatcm naturalem, camque consistere 
in actione virtutis. 

" <). Natura nos esse aptos ad virtu tem, eamque 
agendo compararl 

"And generally the Commission does discharge all 
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Propositions to be taught which arc contra Jidem et 
bonos mores" 1 

The Commission for Visitation still continued their 
meetings, but complained, that the Committee formerly 
named for revising the intended Philosopliical course 
had made small progress in that work ; and that it was 
difficult to get them to meet. They ordained (27th of 
November 1699), that the Principals of the several 
Universities and Colleges go through the whole system, 
copies of which were now in eveiy University ; and 
that they compendize the said course, and make their 
remarks thereon ; and that they all meet at Edinburgh 
the 21st of May 1700, and bring with them their 
several remarks and observations ; and that at that 
time they go through the same jointly, with all pos- 
sible exactness, and have a report of the whole work 
ready to be presented to the Commission against their 
first meeting in June next, under pain of censure for 
neglect and contempt. 

In October 1699, after the usual vacation, Mr. 
William Scott entered upon the charge of a new Bejan 
class, of which the number matriculated on the 15tli 
of February following amounted to seventy-seven. 
Mr. Massie proceeded with the Semi class, with an 
accession of thirty supervenients ; Mr. Law had the 
Bachelors, and Mr. Row the Magistrand class. 

On the 31st of January 1700, Mr. George Meldrum, 
minister of Edinburgh, was chosen member of the 

1 MS. Papers illustrative of the His- 11. p. 143. Entitled on the back : M Or- 
tory and < 'onstitution of the University der anent some erroneous propositions, 
<»f Edinburgh, in College Library, No. 1«91»." 
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General Assembly for the College by the Magistrates 
and Professors met together in Council 1 

The 112th class, under the tuition of Mr. John The™ 

hundml 

Row, being in their fourth year, were graduated, gjj^yjj^ 
nineteen of them privately, and thirty-four publicly, ,,u * tw 
so early as the 30th of April. 

On the 12th of June, " the Council taking into 
their consideration that the deceased Mr. William 
Dunlop, Principal of the College of Glasgow, was at 
considerable pains and expenses in procuring from 
his Majesty the gift of twelve hundred pounds sterling 
yearly, out of the Bishops rents, to the use of the 
four Universities of this Kingdom ; 2 of which sum three 
hundred pounds sterling was, by the said gift, granted 
to the University of this city ; and that the said 
Mr. William Dunlop did, while in life, and now Mr. 
Alexander Dunlop, his son, does claim a certain sum 
of money from the good town, as their part of the 
expenses disbursed by the said defunct in obtaining 
the said gift : Therefore the Council appoint and 
assign to be granted to the said Mr. Alexander 
Dunlop by the Town Council one hundred pounds 
sterling." 8 

On the 16th of August, the Commission of Visitation 
" having taken into their consideration that it would 
conduce much to the better learning, and for the 
improvement of the study of the Greek tongue, that 
the teacher thereof in the tirst of the four classes in 
use for Greek and Philosophy in each University ami 

' TownCouncil Record*. 

: [Mr. Dunlop had in London on this huwne**.] 
' Town-Council Record*. 
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College were fixed and not ambulatory, as now he is, 
do therefore, for hereafter appoint and ordain, that 
the said teacher of the Greek tongue be fixed, and 
continue still to teach the same in the said first class, 
to all that come to learn under him from year to year, 
as constant master of the said Greek language, which 
he is hereby appointed to begin to teach, at and after 
the first day of November, through the whole year, 
until the rising of his class by the ordinary vacation ; 
so that, in all that space, he is only to teach the Greek 
Grammar and proper Greek authors, without teaching 
so much as any structura sylhgisini, or anything else 
belonging to the course of Philosophy, winch is only 
to be commenced the next year thereafter ; and this 
act and ordinance to take effect after the first day of 
November next : Likeas, for the better encouragement 
of the said fixed teacher of the said Greek, it is hereby 
appointed, that no scholar bred at school in Scotland, 
and not foreign-bred, shall be admitted to learn the 
Philosophy, or any part of the course thereof, in any 
of the said Colleges and Universities, unless that he 
have learned the Greek, at least for the ordinary year, 
under the said fixed Greek master, and report an 
authentic certificate thereon ; and this provision to 
take effect for and after the year 1701, and no sooner." 1 
The office of a Regent having become vacant by the 
resignation of Mr. Row, a program was published, 
inviting candidates to a comparative trial for the 
vacant chair on the 12th of November 1700. 

1 MS. Papers illustrative of the History and Constitution of the University of 
Edinburgh, in College Library, No. II. 
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November 12, 1700. — Sederunt at the College, the 
Magistrates and Council, with the Principal and Profes- 
sors, Principal Rule, Mr. George Campbell, Mr. Andrew 
Massie, Mr. William Scott, Mr. William Law, Mr. 
Laurence Dundas, Mr. James Gregory, and Mr. Alex 
under Rule ; and the Ministers, Mr. William Crighton, 
Mr. James Webster, Mr. George Hamilton, Mr. John 
Hamilton, Mr. George Andrews. 

The candidates who appeared for a disputation for 
the place of Mr. John Row, were Mr. William Hog, 
son to the deceased William Hog, merchant-burgess 
of Edinburgh ; Mr. Charles Erskine, brother-german to 
the Laird of Alva ; Kenneth Campbell, servant to the 
Earl of Argyll ; and John Beaton, servant to the Laird 
of Culloden junior. 

Lots having been drawn by the candidates for the 
subjects of debate, the lots fell as follows : — No. 5, De 
Motu, to Mr. Beaton ; No. G, De Prima Moralitatis 
Regula, to Mr. Hog ; No. 8, De Materiae Divisibilitate, 
to Mr. Erskine ; No. 9, De Brutorum Perceptione, to 
Mr. Campbell. The candidates were enjoined to have 
ready an exegesis upon an ode of Pindar, prescribed 
by the Principal against that day eight days, for a 
trial of their skill in Greek. 

Thursday thereafter was appointed for the public 
dispute ; and, in order thereto, the candidates were 
to interchange their theses on Saturday next. The 
candidate who got the first lot, was to say prayers in 
Latin at the opening of the disputation. 1 

Mr. Charles Erskine (who became Lord Advocate, 2 

1 Town-Council Records. [* See p. 295. | 
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and afterwards Lord Justice-Clerk) was preferred at 
this trial ; and, on the 26th of February 1701, he ob- 
tained the office. He entered to the charge of the new 
Bejan class, the number of which, at the niatriculatioD 
on the 20 th of May 1701, amounted to thirty ; Mr. 
Scott went on in the Semi, with sixty-one super- 
venients; Mr. Massie with the Bachelors; and Mr. 
Law with the Magistrands. 
»< 01 On the 24th of January 1701, some additional laws 
for the College, concerning the students, given in to 
the Town-Council by the Principal and Professors, 
having been considered, were approved of by the 
Council ; and the Librarian was ordered to insert 
them with the other laws of the College. 



" 1. The College meetings begin with October. 

" 2. In the winter session, the students are to meet in their classes 
every day before seven in the morning ; and after prayer the rolls 
are called. Absents are to be* marked, and fined at the Regent s 
pleasure. No student, therefore, at such a time or any other ap- 
pointed for meeting, may walk idly in the courts, or be present at 
any game, viz., the hand-ball, billiards, or bowls, and the like, under 
the penalty of threepence for the first and second time, and the 
double for the third, to be exacted of each student transgressing. 

" 3. On the Lord's day the students are to convene in their 
classes presently after sermons, to be exercised in their sacred lessons. 

" 4. The Censor of each class is to write two rolls of names, and 
to affix to each student's name his residence, that, if any withdraw, 
inquiry may be made at his landlord's. One of the rolls is for the 
Primar'8 use ; the other for the Regent's use. 

"5. None may do or speak wickedly, wrongfully, or obscenely, 
or nasty and obscene talk. Such, therefore, as profane God's sacred 
name and vent horrid oaths, or nasty and obscene talk, are to pay 
sixpence the first time, and thereafter to be severely chastised. 



Additional Laws for the College. 
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44 6. All students are to cany respectfully towards the Professors, 
and to obey their injunctions. Those who transgress, are to be fined, 
first in a penny, and after in twopence. 

" 7. Students are obliged to discourse always in Latin ; as also 
to speak modestly, chastely, courteously, and in no manner uncivilly 
or [to be] quarrelsome, but to entertain good, profitable, and pious 
conferences. Those who transgress, especially such as speak English 
within the college, are liable the first time in a penny ; thereafter 
in twopence. 

" 8. All are to be diligent and painful in their studies, neither 
must any interrupt another, by entering into his class or chamber, or 
curiously hearken or listen at doors or windows except the Censors. 

" 9. None may absent from the College, or go out of it, without 
his Regent's license. 

" 10. Neither may any go out of the class without leave of the 
Regent or of the Censor in his absence ; and he who goes out by 
permission is presently to return, for upon no account is he to tarry. 
Those who transgress arc amerced in twopence. 

"11. Every one is to show good example to others by his piety, 
goodness, modesty, and diligence in learning, as becomes a disciple 
of Christ. 

" 1 2. Let none molest another by word, gesture, or deed, or any 
way wrong or reproach another ; otherwise to be fined at pleasure. 

" 13. Let all strife, reproaches, and what is dishonest, be re- 
moved. 

" 14. Every one is obliged to warn those who either loiter, or do 
anything blameable, in a friendly way, as becomes a Christian ; and 
if the person thus admonished do not amend, he is to mark and 
delate him. 

" 15. None may in word or deed avenge himself when wronged 
or reproached, but is to complain to the Primar or the Master of the 
student offending. Those who transgress shall be fined at discretion. 

" 1 6. None may irreverently pass by, behold, or bespeak persons 
of respect, but in good manners set off their college education. 

" 1 7. Let none in public behave himself otherwise than gravely, 
modestly, as becomes students of good letters. 

" 18. Let all shun bad company, as a corrupting plague. 

" 19. None may carry sword, gun, and dagger, and such arms, 
or forfeit threepence. 
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"21. Let n. ne throw at windows, spoil or abuse the walk 
Mats, forms, desks, puipita, or whatever is included in the College, 
by breaking or relent usage : bat let all things be preserved entu- 
and clean. 

" 22. The Censors are to be faithful in their duty, to admoauh 
delinquents, and delate them. And if any of them act negligently | 
or remissly, in concealing another's fault, he shall find, to his grea; 
dishonour, to have transferred the same to himself ; for he will he 
liable to that fine which the fault concealed deserved. And if aoi 
shall threaten, or do harm to, the Censor in doing his office, he shall 
pay sixpence, UAiet qttotU*. 

" 23. Those who transgress any way shall be chastised accord 
ingly. 

"24. Those who are arraigned guilty of rebellion, sedition, or 
tumults, and ringleaders of any such notable wickedness, are first of 
all obnoxious to the fines and punishments denounced by his Majesty $ 
Privy Council, and thereafter are to be extruded and cast out of tht? 
College. 

" 2o. None may stand at the gate any time, or forfeit fourpence : 
neither use unhandsomely, uncivilly, or toss those who enter or pass?, 
or incur the fine of sixpence ; nor may any play or walk in view of 
the Professors, otherwise he will be fined arbitrarily. 

"20. Let none throw stones or snow-bails, or incur a fine at 
pleasure. 

"27. Let none in the classes or passages way-lay or lay -wait any 
who jmss, or forfeit a sixpence. 

« 28. The Principal and Masters being informed that the most 
destructive custom of playing at dice (owing its rise to infamous 
bankrupts) has lately crept into the College, and knowing what 
hazard and mischief this portends to studies, piety, and good man- 
ners, therefore they strictly discharge students to use cards, dice, 
raffling, or any such games of lottery, and enact, that whoever is 
guilty and convicted of these unlawful games, he shall pay half a- 
erown the first time, then a crown, the third time a crown and a 
half, for the use of the Library ; and if, thereafter, the said person 
convicted and fined cannot be reduced nor reformed, he is to be ex- 
truded with disgrace, as one lost and incorrigible, and a corrupter of 
the youth. 
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"29. None may enter taverns, ale-houses, or incur an arbitrary fine. 
'« 30. Those who neglect to go to church shall forfeit sixpence 
each time. 

"31. The Censors of each class are carefully to mark those that 
speak English, or who curse, swear, or talk smutty or obscene [lan- 
guage], or any way contravene the laws foresaid, that so they may be 
punished according to the offence given." 1 

The 113th class, under Mr. Law, being now in their KtSSmd 
fourth year, twenty-seven of them were graduated 
privately, and fifty-three publicly, on the 29 th of 
April 1701. 

In October the College, as usual, met, when Mr. 
Law entered upon the charge of the new Bejan class, 
amounting, at the matriculation, February 20, 1702, 
to ninety-two. Mr. Charles Erskine proceeded in the 
Semi class, having received forty-two supervenients. 
Mr. William Scott had the charge of the Bachelors, 
and Mr. Massie that of the Magistrands. 

On the 24th of December 1701, the Council, with 
advice of the ministers, elected the Rev. Mr. George 
Meldrum, minister of the Tron Church, to be Professor 
of Divinity, in place of Mr. George Campbell de- 
ceased, but he was not installed till the 13th of 
October 1702.* 

On the 26 th of December 1701, Mr. Alexander 
Rule resigned the Professorship of Hebrew and other 
Oriental languages ; and the place was not supplied 
till the 6th of November 1702, when the Council 
elected Mr. John Goodall, with an annual salary of 
500 marks. 

1 Register of the University of Edinburgh, pp. 16-18. 
3 Sec Wodrow's History, vol. i. p. 149. 
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i"<* King William died on the 8th of March 1702, in 
the fifty-second year of his age, and was succeeded by 
Queen Anne. He was one of the most considerable 
benefactors of the College of Edinburgh, having, in 
the year 1694, granted a fund of £300 per annum 
out of the Bishops' rents, etc. 1 

On the 8th of May, report was made to the Tow r n- 
Council concerning the Theological Library, begun 
and collected by the late Reverend George Campbell, 
Professor of Divinity, and that all the books and 
donations were found to be distinctly recorded in a 
book 2 

The one The 114th class, under the charge of Mr. Massie, 

hiui<liv«l an<l 0 ^ 

cia^^ 11 being now in the fourth year of their course, twelve 
<hvltA of them were graduated privately, and twenty six 
publicly, on the 28th of April. 

In October 1702, at the usual meeting of the 
College, Mr. Massie undertook the charge of the new 
Bejan class, in number twenty- five at the matricu- 
lation, February 25, 1703. Mr. Law had the Semi 
class, with seventy-eight supervenients ; Mr. Erskinc 
the Bachelors ; and Mr. Scott the Magistrands. 

On the 4th of November, the Town-Council having 
considered that the several funds and donations mor- 
tified to the College had been far short of the payment 
of former salaries settled upon the Principal, Masters, 
and Professors of the College, and that, to supply this 
deficiency, considerable sums had been paid out of 
the good Town's common good yearly, the Council, 

1 See mtpra, p. 260, 

1 Town-Council Records. [TheTheo- the Student* in the Divinity Hall, is 
logical Library, chiefly for the use of still kej.t uj. within the College.] 
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therefore, fixed and settled 1600 marks of yearly salary 
on the Principal in all time coming, to be paid quar- 
terly by the College-Treasurer. 1 

The 115th class, under Mr. William Scott, being 
now in the fourth year of their course, the graduation, SlS* 
by permission of the Faculty, was authorized by the 
following act to be entirely private : — 

" The Faculty of Philosophy within the University 
of Edinburgh, taking into their consideration the 
reasons offered by Mr. Scott why Ins Magistrand class 
should be privately graduated, and being fully satisfied 
with the same, Do unanimously, according to their 
undoubted right, contained in the charter of erection, 
and their constant and uninterrupted custom in such 
cases, appoint the said class to be laureated privately 
upon the last Tuesday of April next, being the 27th 
day of the said month. — Signed by order, and in pre- 
sence of the Faculty, by Robert Henderson, Clerk, 
January 20, 1703." 

The Professors having, by this act, claimed to 
themselves the powers of an independent faculty, and 
virtually set aside the authority of the Town-Council 
over the management of the internal affairs of the 
College, this gave great offence to the Town-Council. 
The Lord Provost, therefore, proposed a visitation of 
the College. This visitation took place in the Library, 
on the 15th of February 1703. 

Sederunt (on that day),— the Lord Provost, Hugh 
Cunningham, etc., with the Assessors, viz., Sir James 
Stewart, Lord Advocate, and Sir Gilbert Elliot, and 

1 Town-Council Records. 
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the following ministers, Mr. William Crighton, Mr. 
David Blair, Mr. Thomas Wilkie, Mr. John Moncrieff, 
Mr. James Webster, Mr. George Andrew, Mr. James 
Hart, and Mr. Robert Sandilands. 

The Masters of the College being called for, there 
compeared Mr. George Meldrum, Mr. Andrew Massie, 
Mr. William Law, Mr. William Scott, Mr. Charles 
Erskine, Mr. Laurence Dundas, Mr. James Gregory, 
Mr. John Goodall, and Mr. John Gumming. 

The Lord Provost ordered the laws given by the 
Town-Council of Edinburgh, 1628, to be read, and 
that paragraph of the laws anent the visitation of the 
College, was read accordingly. Thereafter the act of 
the Town Council, 1663, anent the visitation of the 
College was read. 

The Provost complained that he had seen an un- 
warrantable act of the Masters of the College, viz., 
the Professors of Pliilosophy, Humanity, Mathematics, 
and Church History, wherein they asserted themselves 
a Faculty empowered by a charter of erection, and 
appointed Mr. William Scott's Magistrand class to l>e 
privately graduated this year; and desired the pre- 
tended act to be read. 

This the Lord Advocate advised to be deferred at 
that time, as, after conference with the Masters, he 
found them willing to pass from that act, and to take 
up and withdraw their protest anent the electing of a 
commissioner from the College to the General Assem- 
bly ; and that they would apply to their patrons to 
know the time and place, way and manner, how the 
laureation should be made this year ; and he said 
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tliat he would wait on any committee of the Council, 
and make such overtures as might regulate such mat- 
ters in time coming, to the honour of the Council 
as patrons, and advantage of the Masters, with their 
due dependence upon the Council. 

Bailie Blackwood approved of the Lord Advocates 
proposal, but thought the Council would not be satis- 
fied unless the Masters not only passed from their 
pretended act, but owned that it wanted all manner 
of foundation. Dean of Guild Brown also approved 
of what the Lord Advocate proposed, but desired that 
the Masters should Ijc interrogated if they themselves 
agreed to what had been proposed. Upon this the 
Lord Provost asked them all separately, and they all 
severally assented, and the Lord Advocate undertook 
to extend the matter in writing. 

Then follows the Act of Visitation : — 

" The Lord Provost, Bailies, and Council of Edinburgh, being 
convened in Council at the foresaid Visitation held within the College 
of Edinburgh, taking into their consideration the charter granted to 
the good town by King James the Sixth of happy memory, upon the 
14th day of August 1582, empowering the good town to found 
schools and colleges within their precincts, in manner therein pro 
vided, with power to the Magistrates and Council thereof to build 
houses and schools for all manner of professors and sciences, as 
grammar, humanity, languages, theology, philosophy, medicine, 
laws, or for whatever other liberal science ; and to elect, input, and 
output masters, as they shall think fit, inhibiting all other schools 
and professions within the said burgh ; as the said charter more fully 
bears : And that, conform thereto, and ever since the erecting of tin* 
said College, the Magistrates and Council have had and exercised the 
only and full government of the said College, by electing, inputting, 
and outputting masters and professors, prescribing and appointing 
laws, rules and statutes, for direction of the said masters and pro 
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feasors and their scholars ; and generally for ordering and regulating 
all things belonging to the discipline and police of the said College, 
and due administration thereof ; as also in choosing a commissioner 
to the Assemblies of this Kirk in behalf of the said College, as the 
records of the good town seen, revised, and considered, do particu- 
larly and fully testify : Notwithstanding whereof, the Masters of the 
said College, taking upon them of late to meet by themselves as an 
independent Faculty of the said College, did on the 20th of January 
last make the following act — [The act is given before, p. 279] : As also 
that some of the said Masters did lately claim a power to themselves, 
separately from the Magistrates and Town-Council, to elect a com- 
missioner to the ensuing General Assembly, and in the face of the 
Town-Council protested for the same : Therefore, the said Lord Pro- 
vost, Bailies, and Council being met upon the foresaid occasion, in 
the said Visitation with the Ministers of Edinburgh thereunto called, 
Did declare their just dissatisfaction with the foresaid act and pro- 
ceedings of the said Masters, as being unwarrantable and unprece- 
dented. But it having been proposed, for the more peaceable and 
more happy composure of those differences, that the said Masters 
should, in presence of the Magistrates and Town-Council, with the 
said Ministers convened in manner foresaid, pass from their said act, 
as unwarrantable, and submit themselves entirely to the Magistrates 
and Town-Council, to order the foresaid laureation as to time, place, 
and manner, as the Council shoidd think fit ; as also to take up, 
and withdraw their said protest taken anent the electing a coinmis 
.sioner for the Assembly : And that a committee of the Town-Council 
might be api>ointed for revising the laws of the College prescribed 
to them by the Town-Council, and for making such other laws, after 
our hearing of the said Masters, as may be thought proper to prevent 
the like mistakes in time coming, for the weal and benefit of the 
College : And the said Masters, to wit, the Professors of Philosophy, 
Humanity, Mathematics, and Church History, being all present, and 
particularly interrogated, if they agreed to the said proposals, and 
they having each of them for himself, and all of them together, de- 
clared their assent, the said Magistrates and Town-Council, with 
advice of the said Ministers, declared their acceptance of the foresaid 
proposal and agreement, and that they would appoint a committee 
with their first convenience for the ends above expressed. And they 
ordained this art to be drawn up, and extended upon the whole 
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premisses, and recorded in the books of Council, relating to the Col- 
lege, ad futumm rei memoriam. — Sic subscribitur, 

" Hugh Cunningham, Provost." 1 

On the 5th of March, the Town-Council appointed 
Mr. Scott's class to be publicly graduated, the considera 
tion of the time, place, and manner being deferred 
until the next Council day. On the 12 th of the same 
month they appointed the public laureation to be kept 
in the common hall of the College upon the first Tues 
day of May next. But, pro hac vice, they allowed 
a private graduation, on the petition of Mr. Scott, 
" showing, that it having pleased the Council some 
time ago, by their act, to appoint the Magistrand 
class to be publicly graduated upon the 4th day of 
May instant, in obedience thereto the petitioner duly 
intimated the same to his scholars present, but most 
of them being gone before the said act and intima- 
tion thereof, so through the want of intelligence, and 
other causes, many of the scholars were not returned 
from the country upon the said 4th instant, and other 
insuperable difficulties falling in the way of a public 
graduation in this juncture, the same could not be per- 
formed, craving, therefore, the Council to allow the 
said class to be graduated privately, pro hac vice." 2 

On the same day the Council passed an act order- 
ing diplomas or testificates to the graduates, to have 
the towns seal appended to them in a white iron box. 
The Primar with three or four of the Regents were to 
sign the diploma, and the Librarian was not to exact 
above four pounds Scots, and was to bo easy to poor 

1 Town-Council Records. 

" [See Catalogue of the Graduates, pp. 172 174. 1 
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scholars. In the formula used at the graduation, hon 
ourable mention was ordered to be made of the Town- 
Council, the patrons. 1 

The office of Principal of the College having become 
vacant by the death of Dr. Gilbert Rule, it was offered 
to Mr. William Carstairs, a distinguished Presbyterian 
clergyman, who had been the confidential friend of 
King William ; and he was prevailed with by his 
friends to accept it,* He was elected by the Coun- 
cil May 12, 1703 ; and, on the 19th, he appeared in 
Council, and took the oath of allegiance to Queen 
Anne, and subscribed the same with the assurance. 
His inauguration was appointed to take place on the 
3d of June ; and instructions were ordered to be deli- 
vered to him by the Lord Provost as to " the office of 
the Principal of the College," as laid down in " The 
Discipline of the College of Edinburgh," appointed 
and ordained December 3, 1628. 

On the 3d of September, the Lord Provost produced 
before the Town-Council an abbreviate of the act.* 
anent the College ; which being read, together with an 
Act of Parliament ratifying the rights of the College, 
they ordained the said abbreviate to be recorded. 3 

On the 8 th of September, Bailie Hugh Linn pro- 
duced at the Council-table a Catalogue of the College 
Library, which was delivered by the Council to the 
clerks, to be kept by them for their use. 

On the 2 2d of October, by an act of the Town- 

» Town-Council Records. 

* See his Life, by Rev. Dr. Joseph 3 [Tins abbreviate is printed in 

M'f'orinick, prefixed to Uarstairs's Rower's History of the University of 

State Papers, etc. Edinb. 1774, 4tu. Edinburgh, vol. ii. pp. 3V5-4C5.] 
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Council, the Regents' salaries were stopped till they 
had extracted or taken out their acts of admission 
(which they had never done), and produced them to 
the Council 

On the same day an act was passed, requiring the 
College, all Professors of Theology, Philosophy, Lan 
guages, and Humanity, and other masters and mem- 
bers thereof whatsoever, to conform themselves to 
and obey the laws and regulations, according to the 
constitution and statutes thereof. 

In October 1703, Mr. Scott entered upon the 
charge of the new Bejan class, in number eighty, as 
matriculated, February 23, 1704. Mr. Robert Stewart, 
son of Sir Thomas Stewart of Coltness, who was, with 
the advice of the ministers, elected on the 2 2d of 
October 1703, in consequence of the resignation of 
Mr. Massie, took the charge of the Semis ; Mr. Law 
had that of the Bachelors ; and Mr. Erskine that of 
the Magistrands. 

On the 10th of November, Mr. John Goodall, Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew, had his salary augmented 200 marks. 

On the 24th of the same month, the Town-clerks 
were ordered by the Town-Council to keep a separate 
register for bursars, and particularly to record the 
Queen's bursars. 1 

The 116th class, under the charge of Mr. Charles im. 

7 ° The one 

Erskine, being in the fourth year of their course, *™£™th nd 
fourteen of them graduated privately, and twenty-five IiiST 
publicly, May 12, 1704. 

On the 1 7th of May this year, the Town-Council 

1 Town-Council Records, 
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having taken into consideration that the good order 
and discipline of the College were much decayed, and 
that the power and authority of the Regents were not 
duly regarded by many of • the scholars, whence disor- 
ders were committed which exceedingly reflected upon 
the government of the College — the Council, therefore, 
appointed the Magistrates to meet with the Ministers 
and the Principal, who was now in the beginning of 
his office, to consult and advise about proper methods 
for restoring order and discipline. 

On the 16th of June, the Town-Council passed the 
following act anent the College records : — 

" The Lord Provost reported that he was informed that the book 
containing the Laws made by the Town-Council of Edinburgh, for 
governing both masters and scholars in the College, wanted a date, 
and the act of Council prefixed to the said laws, in the records of 
the Town-Council, warranting the recording of the said laws in that 
book ; and that it had several leaves battered together, with many 
other notable blemishes, unworthy of a record of so ancient a 
College : Therefore called the Bibliothecar to produce the said book, 
that the Magistrates, Ministers, and Town-Council might be satisfied 
of the truth thereof ; and, accordingly, the said book was produced 
and inspected in presence of the Lord Provost, Magistrates, Ministers, 
Town-Council, and whole Masters of the College ; and to the 
Council and Ministers' great surprise, the following faults were 
found in the said book : — 

" 1 . It is observed that the book begins with the laws of the College, 
yet without any date or act of Council of their patrons, authorizing 
the said laws, as is prefixed to the original copy in the town's records. 

« 2. In the 13th, 19th, and 25th pages, the leaves are battered 
together; which renders the pretended record suspect, and of no 
authority. 

" 3. In the 1 8th page, it is observed that the word faculty is 
then first assumed, and without warrant, or any former practice, insert 
in October 1G86 : And although the College had been now 100 
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years standing before the said time, no record bears the word 
* faculty :' And, in the said meeting in October 1686, there is no 
person named at the pretended faculty, but the Reverend Primar, 
Doctor Monro, and that only interlined. 

41 4. In the said 18th page, there is an interval from October 
1686 to January 1690 years, of any pretended faculty, and even at 
that time, the haill names of professors present are only interlined. 

"5. The said page, January 1691 years, the Reverend and 
worthy Doctor Rule is said to have a prelection as Primar, without 
mentioning any other present, and he is insert only R Doctor Rule, 
and that also interlined. 

" 6. The word * faculty ' is again mentioned in p. 1 8, in the year 
1 G91, and several times thereafter, so that there has been about five 
years betwixt the first and second times mentioning the word * faculty,' 
which they had presumptuously assumed to themselves. 

" 7. In p. 19, the worthy and famous Mr. George Campbell is 
so little noticed at his first appearance in the said book, that he is 
only designed R. Mr. Campbell, Professor, giving no account how 
he came to that office. 

" 8. In p. 27, it is observed, from this pretended record, that 
there has been no meeting of the Professors from July 1697 to June 
1699 ; and from October 1699 there have been no sederunts until 
January 1703, at which time the Professors of Philosophy, Mathe- 
matics, and Humanity, also assumed to themselves the name of a 
Faculty of Philosophy, and by an act declared their undoubted right, 
and their constant uninterrupted custom of appointing Laureations ; 
which act was solemnly condemned as unwarrantable and unprece- 
dented, by a visitation of the College, as recorded the 15th day of 
February 1703 years. And there are a great many other gross in- 
formalities in the said book, unbecoming any society. 

" And it being overtured, that the Lord Provost might name a 
committee, to the effect the said book might be fairly transumed, 
and more regularly written, it was unanimously consented to by the 
Magistrates and Town-Council, and also the advice of the said reve- 
rend Ministers, that the Lord Provost, at the Council-table, should 
name a committee to the effect foresaid. To which the Reverend 
Principal, in name of Mr. William Law, Mr. William Scott, and Mr. 
Robert Stewart, Professors of Philosophy, and Mr. Laurence Dundas, 
Professor of Humanity, craved liberty to represent, that in respect 
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the said book had been long in their possession, as one of the Col 
lege records, and for their exoneration, at the hands of the Commis- 
sion for Visitation of Schools and Colleges, to whom the said book 
was once produced : Therefore he himself in their name, and with 
all submission to the Magistrates and Town-Council, their honourable 
patrons, desired the clerk, for their Yindication, might mark, it wa$ 
not with their will the book was delivered up. To which it was 
replied, that the true reason why the overture was agreed to [was], 
that the faults and blemishes foresaid, with many others not named, 
might be duly regulated in manner as is above. And it was also 
craved, that the clerk might mark this answer, lost the said book 
hereafter might be either represented or pretended to have been a 
more formal record than truly it is now found to be." 

On the same day a memoir being presented to the 
Council, containing several complaints against the 
masters and students of the College, the same was 
read, and ordained to be recorded, and a copy to bo 
delivered to the Principal, whereof the tenor follows : — 

" 1. That neither the Professors of Philosophy nor 
the students keep the hours and diets appointed by 
the statutes, neither on the week nor Sabbath days, 
which is the occasion of great disorder. 

" 2. That the speaking of English, and not Latin, 
is become customary ; and cursing and swearing are 
too ordinary without any due punishment. 

" 3. That the fabric of the College is greatly dam- 
nified by students playing at rackets and hand-balls, 
and many other abuses committed at the public meet- 
ings and solemnities of the College. 

" 4. The neighbourhood of the College is daily 
molested by the students, and the grammar-school 
exceedingly disturbed, so that it is given as one of the 
chief [reasons] of the great decay thereof. 
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" 5. That the best chambers in the College, which 
were usually possessed by children of noblemen, and 
other persons of quality, and were mortified for stu- 
dents allenarly, and paid a considerable rent to the 
College, are now otherwise inhabited. 

" 6. That the College gates are so frequently kept 
open, in the very time and hours of meeting in the 
classes, and the duty and office of Hebdomadar is 
much neglected ; which is the cause of many disorders. 

" 7. That a great many books are lent out, and kept 
out of the Library, contrary to the laws thereof, which 
ought to be subscribed by all the Professors in the 
College. 

" 8. That the rules anent bursars be renewed, and 
that they be examined anent the discipline and order 
of the College, and what progress they make in the 
College." 

Thereafter there was presented to the Council a 
long report anent the Library ; which being read, the 
Council declared that they would, at their next sede- 
runt, in the ordinary Council-house, appoint a com- 
mittee to consider the complaints in the said memoir, 
together with the book containing the laws made by 
the Town-Council of Edinburgh for governing both 
masters and scholars belonging to the College, in 
order to prepare a report of the whole matter, to be 
laid before the Council. 



On the 21st of June, a committee of the Council, 
with Mr. Carstairs, Principal, and Mr. George Mel- 
drum, Professor of Divinity, was appointed to con- 
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aider the above complaints, together with the report 
anent the Library, and the book containing the laws 
of the College, and to report. 

On the 28th of June, 2000 marks were allowed the 
Principal, so long as he has no charge in the city. 

On the 5th of September 1704, the Council con- 
tinued the laws of the College, as they were approved 
of by the Council in the year 1601, to be observed in 
tlie meantime, and ordained the Bibliothecar to record 
the laws in the large book appointed for that end. 
Having considered the additional laws given in by 
the Masters of the College, 1 the Council again approved 
thereof, and ordained the Bibliothecar to record the 
same among the laws of the College. They appointed 
the Masters to subscribe the laws of the Library, as 
they had been subscribed from the year 1636 to the 
year 1650, when the practice of subscription was inter- 
rupted till the year 1662. They ordered the College 
treasurer to pay Mr. Robert Henderson, Bibliothecar, 
five pounds sterling, on his recording the laws ; and 
they delayed the consideration of the answers given 
in by the Professors of Philosophy to the grievances 
and complaints against the College. 

In October, Mr. Erskine began the Bejan class, and 
thirty -six matriculated in March 1705. Mr. Scott, 
with thirty supervenients, went forward with the 
Semi class ; Mr. Robert Stewart with the Bachelors ; 
and Mr. William Law with the Magistrands. 

On the 29 th of November, the Town -Council ap- 
pointed the book belonging to the College of Edin 

1 [See these laws at [>. 274.] 
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burgh, entitled, " Register of the University of Edin- 
burgh," to be put up in the charter-house, and 
ordained their clerk to write at the end of it, that 
the same was condemned, as informal, and many ways 
vitiated, in terms of the act of Council, June 16th, 
bypast. At the same meeting, the Bibliothecar was 
ordered to pursue all who had borrowed books out of 
the Library, and had not returned them ; and the 
Professors were certified that if they did not return 
what books they had borrowed, the Council would 
order their salaries to be stopped till they did so. 1 

The 117th class, under the charge of Mr. William 1705. 

% The one 

Law, being in the fourth year of their course, ten of J^SS 1 
them received the usual degree privately, and on the graduated. 
9th of April thirty-five of them publicly ; on which 
occasion the printing of Theses, which seems to have 
been omitted for a considerable number of years, was 
revived. 2 A copy of what was printed on this occa- 
sion is preserved in the College collection, dedicated 
to Sir Patrick Johnston, Knight, Lord Provost, and 
to the rest of the Town-Council. By a list of students 
prefixed, it appears that the Magistrand class on this 
occasion consisted of 110. 

On the 29 th of August, Robert Elliot, surgeon, was 
allowed by the Town-Council fifteen pounds sterling 
yearly for teaching Anatomy. 

"Edinburgh, 20th August 1705. 

" The which day, anent the petition given in by Robert Elliot, 
chirurgeon -apothecary, burgess of Edinburgh, showing that where it 
being the practice of the best regulated cities to give encouragement 

» Town-Council Records. 

* (The Theses, however, forifc*"'" — wen- printed.] 
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to the professing ami teaching of liberal arts and sciences for the 
education of youth, to the great benefit and advantage of the place ; 
and the petitioner, by an act of the incorporation of the chirurgeon- 
apothecaries of this city, [was] unanimously elected their public dis- 
sector of anatomy, the petitioner was of intention to make a public 
profession and teaching thereof for instructing of youth, to serve her 
Majesty's lieges both at home and abroad, in her armies and fleets, 
which he hoped, by the blessing of God, would be a means in saving 
much money to the nation, expended in teaching anatomy in foreign 
places, beside the preventing of many dangers and inconveniences to 
which youth were exposed in their travels to other countries : and 
the petitioner finding this undertaking will prove expensive, and 
cannot be done without suitable encouragement, has therefore laid 
the matter before the Council, who have been always ready to give 
encouragement to such undertakings ; and therefore craved the 
Council to consider the premises, and to remit to a committee of 
their number to hear and receive what proposals the petitioner had 
to make for setting up of the said profession, and to report, as the 
petition bears : Which being considered by the Council, they remitted 
the consideration of the same to a committee of their own number, 
who accordingly reported that they, having considered the above 
petition, were of opinion that the profession of anatomy was very 
necessary and useful to this nation, and might be very helpful to the 
youth that follow that art, and might prevent much needless expense 
spent by them abroad : And in regard the petitioner was, by the 
incorporation of the chirurgeons, unanimously chosen for that effect, 
therefore the committee were of opinion that the petitioner should 
have an yearly allowance of what sum the Council should think fit, 
towards the encouragement and defraying his charges and expenses 
thereanent, with this express provision and condition, that the peti- 
tioner take exact notice and inspection of the order and condition of 
the rarities of the College ; and that an exact inventory be made of 
the same, and given in to the Council ; and also to keep the said 
rarities in good order and condition, during the said allowance, as 
the report under the hands of the committee bears ; Which being 
considered by the Council, they, with the extraordinary deacons, 
approved thereof ; and for the petitioner's encouragement to go on 
in the said profession, they allow the petitioner fifteen pounds ster- 
ling of yearly salary . . . during the Council's pleasure." 1 . . . 

1 Town-Council Records. 
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In October, Mr. Law began the new Bejan class, 
and he matriculated sixty-six. Mr. Erskine proceeded 
in the Seini class, having eighteen supervenients ; Mr. 
Scott w r ith the Bachelors ; and Air. Eobert Stewart 
with the Magistrands. 

On the 14th of May this year, Mr. David Cockburn, 
A.M., received the degree of M.D., the first medical 
degree on record conferred by the College of Edin- 
burgh. The ceremony was performed by Principal 
Carstairs, attended by Mr. William Law, Mr. William 
Scott, Mr. Charles Erskine, and Mr. Eobert Stewart, 
Professors of Philosophy, Mr. Laurence Dundas, Pro- 
fessor of Humanity, and Mr. John Goodall, Professor 
of Hebrew, the candidate having subscribed a very 
particular form of oath, adapted to the nature of the 
degree. It was an abridged form of Hippocrates's 
oath. 1 

The 118th class, under the charge of Mr. Robert i-o«. 
Stewart, being now in their fourth year, twenty of ^"hJ^ 1 ,^" 11 
them were graduated privately, at different times, on giued. 
and after the 28th of February 1706. 

On the 11th of September, Mr. Alexander Rule, 
formerly Professor of Hebrew, son of the late Dr. 
Rule, Principal, obtained a pension of fifty marks 
quarterly, in consequence of his having resigned, and 
in consideration of his circumstances. 2 

In October 1706, Mr. Robert Stewart having en- 
tered on the charge of the new Bejan class, he matri- 
culated only eighteen on the 26th of February 1707. 

1 Vid. Hippocrat. Opera, edit. Lugd. Bat. 166f). Or. Lat. vol. i. p. 42. 
* Town-Council Records. ■ 
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Mr. Law went on with the Semi class, having forty- 
six supervenients ; Mr. Erskine had the Bachelors ; 
and Mr. Scott the Magistrands. 
1707. The 119th class, under the tuition of Mr. William 

The one 

IZSmtT 1 Scott, being now in the fourth year of their course, 
graduated, eight of them were graduated privately, at different 
times, and twenty publicly, on the 7th of April 1707. 

By a deed of Queen Anne, dated February 11, 1707, 1 
a Professorship of Public Law, and of the Law of Nature 
and Nations, was instituted in favour of Mr. Charles 
Erskine, one of the Regents or Professors of Philo- 
sophy. The fund appointed for a salary to this new 
Professor was £150 per annum, obtained by sinking 
fifteen of King William's twenty Divinity Bursaries ; 
a scandalous job, which ought not to have been con- 
sented to by her Majesty's ministers, and which was 
resisted by the patrons and the Principal and Pro- 
fessors of the University. In the deed itself, the 
pretext for sinking the bursaries is stated to have 
been the ceasing of the original reason for founding 
them ; which is alleged to have been to encourage 
young men to enter upon the study of Theology, that 
the great number of vacancies in the churches at that 
time might be supplied with learned and able pastors : 
an object which, it is pretended, had been obtained 
by the time of the institution of this Professorship ; 
and that therefore this last institution was likely to 
prove more beneficial to the public. The argument 
in both cases has been by the event proved equally 
fallacious, for the institution has hitherto been of 

1 Trivy Seal English Records, in the Register Office, vol. vi. folio 180. 
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almost no advantage to the publie ; and a most useful 
society, lately established for the benefits of the sons of 
the clergy, has proved how advantageous the bursaries 
still would have been if they had existed. 

On the 21st of May 1707, Bailie John Cleghorn 
produced to the Town-Council an extract from the 
treasurer's books of his protest taken at Holyrood 
house, on that day, in conjunction with Bailie William 
Baird, Treasurer, and Mr. George Mcldrum, Professor 
of Divinity, for his interest, for themselves, and in 
name of the Magistrates, in presence of the Lord High 
Commissioner, James Duke of Queensberry, and Lords 
Commissioners of her Majesty's Treasury and Exche- 
quer : That the passing of a signature in favour of 
Mr. Charles Erskine, one of the Regents of the Col- 
lege, as Professor of Law, for £150 sterling of yearly 
salary, as a part of the fund of £200 sterling, morti- 
fied by the late King William, out of the late Bishops' 
rents, for maintenance of twenty bursars in the said 
College, with all that has followed, or may follow there- 
upon, should not in the least prejudge a former gift 
granted by the late King William, perpetually mor- 
tifying the said sum of £200 sterling, for the mainten- 
ance of the said twenty bursars ; which protestation the 
Iiord High Commissioner, and Lords of her Majesty's 
Treasury and Exchequer, admitted. Whereupon they 
took instruments in the hands of Sir James Mackenzie, 
Clerk of her Majesty's Treasury and Exchequer. 1 

Mr. Erskine was no doubt a man of ability ; but 
instead of doing the duty of his new otfice, ami for 

» Tuwn-Couiuil KvcnnU. 
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which he had resigned his Regency of Philosophy, he 
took this opportunity to make the tour of Europe ; and 
on his return, having devoted himself to the practice 
of the law, he rose to be her Majesty's Advocate, and 
afterwards Lord Justice-Clerk. He held the Professor- 
ship till he became Lord Advocate in the year 1734, 
and then resigned it. Soon after the erection of this 
office, Mr. Erskine had interest to obtain another 
grant from her Majesty Queen Anne, allocating the 
payment of the salary upon the rents of the See of 
Edinburgh, by which means it became payable in 
grain, and therefore often amounts to an annual sum 
far beyond that of the original intention of £150, and 
is by much the most lucrative salary in the University 
of Edinburgh. 

When Mr. Erskine, on the 17th of October 1707, 
resigned his Professorship of Philosophy, Mr. Colin 
Drummond, son of the late Adam Drummond of Meg- 
ginsh, was elected in his place, but not by comparative 
trial, as we learn from the Town-Council Records. 

On the petition of Mr. Drumniond, that he might 
be chosen to succeed to this charge, the Town-Council 
recommended to the Principal and Masters, with some 
of the ministers, to take trial of his qualifications, and to 
report. And, on the 24th of October, the Town-Coun 
cil, considering their undoubted power, with the advice 
of the ministers of the city, to appoint Professors and 
Masters, to input and output the same within the 
College of Edinburgh, did, upon report of the quali- 
fications of the above Colin Drummond, appoint him 
Regent in place of Mr. Erskine, with all emoluments. 
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fees, and profits. He compeared and accepted, made 
oath de fideli administratione ; promised to observe 
and obey all the laws and constitutions of the College 
already made, or to be made, and to submit to the 
Magistrates and Council ; and took the oath of alle- 
giance, and subscribed it, with the assurance, to her 
Majesty Queen Anne. 1 

In October, at the meeting of the College, Mr. Scott 
entered upon the charge of the new Bejan class, of 
which the number at matriculation amounted to fifty. 
Mr. Stewart with seventeen supervenients proceeded 
in the Semi class; Mr. Law in the Bachelor; and 
Mr. Colin Drummond, who had succeeded Mr. Erskine, 
took the charge of the Magistrand class. 

On the 7th of November 1707, Mr. Charles Erskine 
" appeared in Council, and produced a gift under the 
Privy-seal making and constituting him her Majesty's 
Professor of Public Law, Law of Nature and Nations, 
in the College of Edinburgh, and therefore craved the 
Council would call the Principal and Masters of the 
College and install him in the said office, and ad 
minister to him the oath of allegiance, to be subscribed 
by him with the assurance, and also the oath de 
fideli, and to use the haill other order for qualifying 
him according to law." 

The Lord Provost, in name of the Council, refused, 
as they had already protested in Exchequer against the 
passing of the said gift, because it contained a dispo- 
sition to the sum of £150 sterling, payable yearly to 
him out of the sum of £200 sterling, mortified by the 

' Town-Council Records. 
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late King William's letters to the College of Edinburgh 
for the maintenance of twenty bursars of theology. 

Mr. Erskine " protested, that he might possess and 
enjoy the said profession and yearly salary with all 
other profits, emoluments, and dignity competent 
thereto, sicklike as if he had been actually qualified 
thereto, and admitted in manner forsaid, and for 
all cost, skaith, damage, and expenses he may happen 
to sustain by and through the Magistrates and Town- 
Council their refusing to qualify and admit him, as 
said is ; and thereupon asked and took instruments in 
the hands of the Town-Clerk ; and further protested 
that this his protest be recorded in the Town-Council's 
books, for the better verification of the premisses." 1 
no8. The 120th class, under the tuition of Mr. Colin 

The one 

twe« l t r S 1 th and Drummond, being in the fourth year of their course, 
seventeen of them were graduated at different times. 

In June this year, at the rising of the College, the 
Senatus Academicus stood as follows : — 

Mr. William Carstairs, Principal. 

Mr. George Meldmni, Professor of Divinity. 

Mr. John Camming, Regius Professor of Divinity and 

Ecclesiastical History. 
Mr. William Law, \ 

Mr. William Scott, I Regents or Professors of 

Mr. Robert Stewart, C Philosophy. 

Mr. Colin Drummond, / 
Mr. Laurence Dundas, Professor of Humanity. 
Mr. James Gregory, Professor of Mathematics. 
Mr. John Goodall, Professor of Oriental Languages. 
Mr. Charles Erskine, Regius Professor of Public Law, ami 
Law of Nature and Nations. 

1 Town-Council Rvconla. 
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This was the year in which the new regulations for 
the teaching of Greek and Philosophy took place ; 
which were ratified by an act of the Town-Council, 
patrons of the University, of date the 16th of June 
1708. It was enacted for the future, — 

"1. That all the parts of Philosophy should be 
taught in two years, as they are in the most famous 
Universities abroad. 

" 2. That, as a consequence of this article, there be 
but two Philosophy classes in the College, to be taught 
by two of the four present Professors of Philosophy. 

" 3. That in the first of these classes the students 
be taught Logic and Metaphysics ; and in the last a 
compend of Ethics and Natural Philosophy. 

" 4. Because there are many useful things belonging 
to the Pneumatics and Moral Philosophy which the 
two Professors, in the present method of teaching 
classes, cannot overtake, therefore it is proposed that 
one of the two remaining Professors shall be appointed 
to teach these two parts of Philosophy more fully, at 
such times as the students are not obliged to be in 
their classes. And because he has not the charge of 
a class, he may have public lessons of Philosophy in 
the common hall, where all the students may be pre- 
sent at such times as shall be most convenient. 

" 5. That there shall be a fixed Professor of Greek, 
but so that neither he nor his successors shall, upon 
any pretence whatsoever, endeavour to hinder the ad- 
mission of students into the Philosophy classes in the 
usual manner, although they have not been taught 
Greek by him. 

" 6. And inregard the present Professors have 
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given a proof of their qualifications in all the part* 
both of Philosophy and Greek, therefore when any of 
these four Professors' places becomes vacant, the re- 
maining Professors of these now in places, allenarly, 
shall have the offer of the vacancy according to then- 
standing ; and when one chooses it the rest shall, in 
the like manner, be allowed to succeed hini." 1 ' 

In consequence of these regulations the four Re- 
gents, without waiting for a vacancy, were prevailed 
with to make the following arrangement :— Mr. William 
Law, at that time oldest Professor in the University, 
and who was esteemed peculiarly qualified to teach 
Moral Philosophy, agreed to restrict and limit himself 
to that department ; Mr. William Scott confined him- 
self to the Greek ; Mr. Robert Stewart to the Natural 
Philosophy ; and Mr. Colin Drummond to the Logic. 

But as it was understood that the Professor of 
Moral Philosophy was to give only public lectures, 
and consequently to receive no honoraries from his 
students, the patrons thought proper that he should 
have £50 of additional salary. This was therefore 
expressed in his new commission. But as, according 
to the old plan of teaching, Mr. Law at this time had 
the charge of a class who had just completed the third 
year of their course, he was authorized, likewise, in his 
new commission, to continue his charge through the 
fourth or Magistrand year, previous to the commence- 
ment of the new mode of teaching; and 500 marks 
additional were ordered to be paid him yearly from 
October 1700, till the sum of £50 should be provided. 

A new commission was likewise granted to Mr. 

i Register of the University <.f Edinburgh, i». 60 ; Town-Council Record*. 
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William Scott to be Professor of Greek, in terms of 
the above regulations ; his teaching of that language 
to commence in October 1709. 

On the 24th of June, at a meeting of the Town-Coun- 
cil in the College high common-hall, present also the 
Professors Law, Scott, Stewart, Drummond, Dundas, 
and Goodall ; Bailie Archibald Cockburn and the 
College Committee were appointed to inquire what 
books were lent out of the Library or were wanting, 
and to report to the Council betwixt that date and 
the 10th of July next. Meanwhile the Bibliothecar 
was appointed to furnish the committee with the re- 
ceipts of the books lent, and to mark what books 
might probably be recovered, and what not. The 
Council for the future prohibited the Library-Keeper 
to lend books to any but the Professors, and such 
students as produced an order for the particular books 
they were to borrow under their own Professors hands, 
to be returned within three months. The Professors 
were recommended not to borrow any books out of 
the Library, but for their own use. 

The Library-Keeper was also ordained from time 
to time to give notice to the College treasurer against 
the masters who were transgressors hereof, that the 
payment of their salaries might be stopped accordingly. 
An exact alphabetical catalogue was wanted, which 
the Library-Keeper was ordered to prepare some years 
ago. The Council now peremptorily enjoined him to 
prepare the same betwixt that date and the 1st of 
January 1710, under pain of deprivation. No manu- 
script, under any pretence whatsoever, was to be lent. 
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The Council also enacted that no bursar should be 
admitted till first tried by the Professors. Humanity 
bursars were to be tried by the Professor of Greet 
and bursars of Greek were to be tried by the Professor 
of Humanity. And as now, according to the new 
method of teaching, there were only two Philosophy 
classes, the bursars were to be obliged, with respect 
to the two first years, to spend one in the Humanity 
class, and the other in the Greek, and none was to 
have a bursary who had not stayed a year in each of 
these classes, and none was to enjoy his bursary longer 
than he was a student in one of the classes of the 
College : And in regard Hector Foord's mortification 
required of the bursars on it five years' attendance, 
and that they should enter the Humanity class, they 
were to be obliged to study two years in one of the 
two lower classes. The Council further ordained that 
all bursars, after they had lx?gun their Philosophy 
studies, should attend the Professor of Hebrews 
lessons ; also bursars of Divinity : and that none 
should be admitted bursars of Divinity until they 
procured the Professor of Hebrews certificate that 
they attended his lessons. 1 

On the 30th of July, the Council considering that 
agreeably to an act dated September 11, 1706, the 
sum of fifty marks Scots quarterly, allowed to Mr. 
Alexander Rule, late Professor of Hebrew, was pay 
able for his use to Bailie Archibald Rule, who is now 
in a dying condition, appointed this sum, in time 
coming, during the Councils pleasure, to be paid to 

« Town-Council Records. 
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David Kennedy, writer in Edinburgh, for the said 
Mr. Alexander's use, 1 

In October 1708, the College having met, Mr. 
Drummond had the charge of the new Bejan class for 
this course on the old plan ; Mr. William Scott the 
Semi class ; Mr. Robert Stewart the Bachelor ; and 
Mr. Law the Magistrand. 

About this time the salaries of many of the Pro- 
fessors being still extremely small, amounting to no 
more than 400 marks each, i.e., £22, 4s. 5jd., yearly, 
paid by the town to four of the number, and £50 to 
the Professor of Moral Philosophy, who had no other 
emolument ; Principal Carstairs, from a disinterested 
regard to the society of which he was the head, used 
his interest with Queen Anne, and obtained from her 
Majesty a donation of £250 sterling yearly, to make 
additional salaries to those Professors who were worst 
provided ; and the distribution of this fund being 
committed to himself, he divided it into seven equal 
parts, to make an addition of £30 annually. These 
were the Professors of Humanity, Greek, Logic, 
Natural Philosophy, and Moral Philosophy, Mathe- 
matics, and Hebrew ; Mr. Gregory having had from 
his first admission till that time £50 of salary from 
the town, and the Professor of Hebrew the same sum. 
This fund, which is commonly called Queen Anne's 
Bounty, was, during the remainder of her reign, paid 
out of the Post Office, but has been ever since put 
upon the Civil List. 2 

1 Town-Council Records. 1 Mr. Mackie's Account. 
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FROM THE NEW ARRANGEMENT RESPECTING THE REGENTS 
OF PHILOSOPHY TO THE INSTITUTION OF THE 
MEDICAL FACULTY IN 1723. 

1709 On the 10th of June, the Town-Council subscribed, 
in name of the town, the sum of fifty pounds sterling 
for procuring instruments and machines necessary for 
confirming and illustrating by experiments the truths 
advanced in the Mathematics and Natural Philosophy 
within the University, as proposed by the Principal 
and Professors. 1 

On the 17th of August, Mr. William Hamilton, 
minister of Cramond, was elected Professor of Divi- 
nity, in place of Mr. George Meldrum. As it was 
ordained by the Town-Council that he should have no 
ministerial charge, " the said office, when in conjunc- 
tion with the ministerial charge, being too great a 
burden for one person," the Council, for his greater 
encouragement, fixed upon him 2000 marks Scots of 
yearly salary, being 400 marks more than former Pro- 
fessors enjoyed, with the house in the College formerly 
possessed by Mr. Meldrum. 2 
n, c one The 121st class having, now in their fourth year, 
twenty iirxt under the charge of Mr. Law, forty-three, including 
graduate* f our Englishmen, received the degree of A.M. at dif- 

1 Town Council Records. * Jbul. 
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f brent times ; of whom Mr. Edmund Calamy, minister 
of the gospel at London, after subscribing the West- 
minster Confession of Faith, received also the degree 
of D.D. Six more were made Masters of Arts on 
the 20th of October this year. The taking the 
degree of A.M. for the future became much more 
irregular. 

On the 28th of October, Mr. William Hamilton, 
who had been chosen Professor of Divinity, without 
any other charge, accepted of the said office in pre- 
sence of the Town-Council, took the oath de Jideli ad- 
ministratione, the oath of allegiance to her Majesty 
Queen Anne, and subscribed the same with the assur- 
ance, promising at the same time to subject himself in 
all things to the regulation of the patrons of the Col- 
lege. The Principal reported that the said Professor 
had likewise qualified himself by subscribing the Con- 
fession of Faith before the Presbytery of Edinburgh. 1 

On the same day, after reading the laws and con- 
stitutions of the College, the Lord Provost, Rector of 
the said College, interrogated the Principal if they 
were observed. The Principal answered, that they 
were observed in so far as it was thought proper for 
the greater convenience and better improvement of 
learning. 2 

The Librarian was asked about the Alphabetical 
Catalogue. He said that he had made considerable 
progress in it, and would complete it with all possible 
diligence. The Provost again recommended to him 
that it might be finished against the time prescribed 

1 Town-Council Records. 2 Ibid. 
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in the act of the 24th of June 1708, and that under 
the penalties contained therein. 1 
1709 1-10. In October 1709, the College having met, the teach 
ing was conducted upon the new plan, and the classes 
matriculated in the following order : — 

1. The Humanity class was matriculated for the 
first time, under Professor Laurence Dundas, in num- 
ber seventy, March 1, 1710. 

2. The Bejan or Greek class, under Professor Wil- 
liam Scott, in number fifty-four, March 1, 1710. 

3. The Semi or Logic class, under Professor Colin 
Drummond, in number forty-one. 

4. The Magistrand or Natural Philosophy class, 
under Professor Robert Stewart, in number forty-six. 

The Moral Philosophy class was not matriculated, 
being a gratis class. 
The one This year, thirty-two students took the degree of 

hundn-dand . 

twenty A.M. privately, and at different times. 

graduated. j n ^ y ear 1710, the Senatus Academicus stood as 

follows :— 

Mr. William Carstaire, Principal. 

Mr. William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity. 

Mr. John Cumming, Regius Professor of Divinity and Ecclesias- 
tical History. 

Mr. Laurence Dundas, Professor of Humanity. 

Mr. William Scott, Professor of Greek. 

Mr. Colin Drummond, Professor of Logic. 

Mr. Robert Stewart, Professor of Natural Philosophy. 

Mr. William Law, Professor of Moral Philosophy. 

Mr. James Gregory, Professor of Mathematics. 

Mr. John Goodall, Professor of Oriental Languages. 

Mr. Charles Erskine, Regius Professor of Public Law and the 
Law of Nature and Nations. 

1 Town-Council Records. 
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In October the College, as usual, assembled, and at 17101711 
the matriculation of the classes the number were as 
follows : — 

1. The Humanity class, Mr. Laurence Dundas, Pro- 
fessor, in number sixty-five, February 20, 1711. 

2. The Greek class, Mr. William Scott, Professor, 
in number fifty- two, February 21, 1711. 

3. The Logic class, Mr. Colin Drummond, Professor, 
in number fifty-six, February 21, 1711. 

4. The Natural Philosophy class, Mr. Robert Stewart, 
Professor, in number fifty. 

The students in each of these classes are to be con 
sidered as different, and therefore the number of stu- 
dents of Humanity, Greek, and Philosophy, was in all 
223 this year. 

The hours of assembling these classes, if we may 
judge from what was the custom long after, were eight 
in the morning and eleven in the forenoon, and three 
times in the week, one o'clock afternoon. The Pro- 
fessors of Humanity and Greek had each of them a 
separate hour for his private class, for carrying on 
such students as chose to attend them in the know- 
ledge of Latin and Greek. The hour for the former is 
supposed to have been nine in the morning, and that 
for the latter ten. The Professors of Mathematics, 
and of Moral Philosophy, gave their instructions to 
whatever students from the other classes chose to 
attend them ; the former receiving fees, the latter 
none. But as some students might probably attend 
the Mathematics, who were at no other class in the 
College, and about forty might attend the stated classes 
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who did not matriculate, the number of students, ex- 
clusive of students of Divinity (of whose number there 
is, at this time, no record), attending the College this 
year might be about 270 or 280 ; a number by no 
means equal to what had been known on many former 
years. Indeed, about the time of the Union of the 
Kingdoms, and for many years after, the College does 
not seem to have been in so flourishing a condition as 
it was in formerly, and now is ; the reason of which 
was the removal of the Scottish Parliament, and of the 
immediate patronage of the people in power, etc. 

On the 18th of October 1710, the Town-Council, 
patrons of the University, having taken into consider- 
ation the great utility of a public teacher of the Civil 
Law in their College, and that, for want of such, young 
gentlemen disposed to that study were obliged to go 
abroad to foreign Universities, therefore they resolved 
to elect Mr. James Craig, Advocate, of whose qualifi- 
cations for the office they were fully assured, Professor 
of the Civil Law in the College of Edinburgh, but 
without a salary in the meantime, till a fund should 
in some way be provided for that purpose ; and Mr. 
Craig accepted of the office on this condition. 

On the 28th of December, same year, the Rev. Sir. 
Jonathan Harley received the degree of M.D., having 
been examined and recommended as duly qualified by 
Dr. Matthew St. Clair, President, Dr. David Mitchell, 
Dr. David Dickson, and Dr. James Forrest, Fellows of 
the Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh. He was 
the second doctor of physic created by the University 
of Edinburgh. 
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In 1711, the degree A.M. was eonferred on three JJj«m mJ 
privately, and on eleven publicly. On the 6 th ofclimcnd* 
April, Benjamin Avery, A.M., an Englishman, had the 
degree of LL.D. publicly conferred on him. 

On the 2d of January 1712, Mr. George Preston, "ii-mi 
apothecary and burgess of Edinburgh, was elected 
Professor of Botany in the College, and Master of the 
Physic Garden of the city, in place of the deceased 
Charles Preston, Doctor of Medicine ; the Council 
"allowing him the sum of ten pounds sterling of 
yearly salary, for his encouragement, to carry on the 
said profession of Botany, and cultivate the said 
garden ; and to keep correspondents for procuring 
plants and seeds from foreign countries ; and with the 
burden always of the payment of forty pounds Scots 
to the treasurer of the Trinity Hospital for the said 
garden, as formerly." 1 

On the 10th of September, the Town-Council ordered 
the College treasurer to pay to George Preston an 
additional salary of ten pounds sterling, on condition 
that he should build a green-house in the Physic 
Garden. 

"Edixburoh, September 10, 1712. 
" The which day the Council, with the extraordinary deacons, 
upon a petition given in by George Preston, Botanist and Intendant 
of the Physic Garden, showing that he had been at considerable 
charges in putting the garden in good order, and in laying two new 
gy vers for draining of the ground that was much mined with under- 
water, and in laying of new ground above these sy vers and other parts 
of the garden, for the better improving of the plants, besides con- 
siderable charges in adding of new plants that were wanting, and 
that he would be at yet more considerable charges in bringing of 

1 T'ovn-Coimcil Record*. 
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new plants out of foreign countries, and was of intention to build a 
green house, which was most necessary for preserving of foreign and 
tender plants and trees, and that his present salary was so very 
mean that he could not proceed in so great an undertaking unless he 
were enabled thereto by some allowance from the honourable Magis- 
trates and Council, patrons of the said garden ; which being con- 
sidered by the Council, they remitted the consideration thereof to a 
committee of their number, who reported that they, having considered 
the said petition, were of opinion that the Council, for encourage- 
ment of so good and useful an undertaking, should add to the 
petitioner's former salary ten pounds sterling yearly, to be paid by 
the College treasurer, upon this general condition, that he should 
build the green-house above mentioned, and likewise keep the College 
garden in good order, and to that effect, to recommend to the College 
treasurer to deliver to the petitioner the keys of the said garden, and 
put him in possession, as the report under the hands of the com- 
mittee more fully bears : Which being considered by the Council, 
they, with the extraordinary deacons, approved of the said report, 
and allowed to the petitioner ten pounds sterling of additional salary 
by and attour the present salary in use to be paid to him, and ap- 
pointed the present College treasurer, and his successors in office, to 
pay the same to him termly, commencing the said additional salary 
from Lammas last, beginning the first term's payment at Candlemas- 
next, and thenceforth termly in time coming, during the Council s 
pleasure ; whereanent thir presents shall be a warrant" 1 



Iii October the College again convened, and — 

1. Professor Laurence Dundas matriculated in the 
Humanity class, February 25, 1712, sixty students. 

2. Professor William Scott in the Greek class, Feb- 
ruary 27, seventy students. 

3. Professor Colin Drummond in the Logic class, 
February 29, forty-five students. 

4. Professor Robert Stewart in the Natural Philo- 

* 

sophy class, February 23 and 29, fifty students. 

• Town Council Records. 



Digitized by Google 



UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 



311 



At different times fifteen students received the de- Jjj °jj ^ 
gree of A.M. privately, two of whom in their absence. ShciM. 

° 1 J graduated. 

In October the College again met, and— mm 

1. Mr. Laurence Dundas, on the 18th of February 
1713, matriculated fifty -seven students of Humanity. 

2. Mr. William Scott, February the 20th, thirty-two 
students of Greek. 

3. Mr. Colin Drummond, February the 23d, forty- 
six students of Logic. 

4. Mr. Robert Stewart, February the 23d, forty-four 
students of Philosophy. 

On the 24th of February, 1713, four received the JJ« ^ 
degree of A.M. privately; and on the 9th of April, SSfgSSi. 

atcU. 

ten publicly in the common hall, after the Principal 
had delivered a discourse, "De Sacrae Scripturae 
necessitate, interpretatione et utilitate." On the 16 th 
of June, four more were graduated publicly, one of 
them having defended a theses. Edward Leeds was 
first created A.M. then LL.D. on the 30th of July 
publicly. 

On the 1st of April, same year, Mr. Goodall, Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew, was allowed by the Council the use 
of the four rooms in the College lying on the north- 
west corner, near the top of the Horse Wynd, for the 
space of four years after Whitsunday next, upon liis 
obliging himself to repair the said four rooms at his 
own charges, and to leave them in a good condition at 
the expiration of the said years. On the 8th of the 
same month, the place of Andrew M'Lellan, Janitor, 
was declared vacant by the Council, and James Seton 
was chosen in his place, burdened, as Mr. M'Lellan 
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had Ux-n. with ;>«>»"• jvmnds Scots, to Elizabeth Black- 
adder. 1 

On the 1st of July, th*f Council passed an act 
taking otf from Mr. William Hamilton, Professor of 
Divinity, the restraint of their act, August 17, 1709, 
and allowing him to t»e chosen a minister of Edinburgh, 
and his salary in that case to be 1600 marks yearly 
instead of i000. s 

Charles MelvilL King in England, obtained the 
degree of MJX on the 26th of August, in conse- 
quence of an ample reeoniniendatv 

On the ^th of December 1713, the Town Council 
wishing to introduce the study of Physic as a branch of 
education into their College, which they were entitled 
to do from the original charter granted to them by 
King James the Sixth, elected James Crawford, M.D., 
to be Professor of Chemistry and Medicine, but with- 
out a salary ; and they allotted him two apartments 
within the College for teaching these sciences, 
i7i3 it On the meeting of the College in October — 

1. Mr Laurence Dundas matriculated fifty-five 
students of Humanity, February 26, 1714. 

2. Mr. William Scott, forty-six students of Greek, 
March 1. 

3. Mr. Colin Drummond, thirty-nine students of 
Logic, March 3. 

4. Mr. Robert Stewart, forty-three students of Na- 
tural Philosophy. 

•,,„. ,„„. This session fifteen students received the degree of 
Iw^rSu' privately, and nine publicly. 

it ted. 

1 TowH'CouhciI Re<"nK 1 Ibid. 
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On the 5th of May, George Warrender of Lochend, 
Lord Provost of Edinburgh, presented to the Town 
Council a letter from Robert Brown in Zamose, in 
Poland, addressed to the Provost and Council, dated 
July 14, 1713, mortifying £500 sterling for two 
Protestant students at the College of Edinburgh, the 
one to be a Scottish student, and the other a Polish, 
who were to receive the ordinary interest allowed by 
law yearly for their maintenance and education at the 
said College. Lord Arnistoun, and Mr. Michael Allan, 
merchant in Edinburgh, were to be conjunct with the 
Town-Council in the direction thereof. In case the 
interest yielded six per cent, there would be £30 per 
annum. Two fifth parts were to be allowed to the 
one student to be born in Scotland, and of the surname 
of Brown, but if none of that name appeared, to any 
other whom the Council, Lord Arnistoun, and Mr. 
Allan should think fit. The other student, who was 
to be born a Pole, was to have three-fifths of the said 
stock ; and in order to enjoy it, he behoved to be 
provided with a sufficient testimony and recom- 
mendation from the Synod of the Protestant Polish 
ministers in Poland, " and then by the consent and 
recommendation of the elders of my countrymen, 
Protestant burgesses of this city [Zamose], to your 
worthy selves or your successors." The student was 
to enjoy the bursary until he had finished his 
studies at the College, as is usual in such cases. 
The principal sum was paid by Mr. Allan to the 
College Treasurer. 1 

' Town-Council RtcoMs. 
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On the 1st of August 1714, Queen Anne expired 
and George the First succeeded. 

In that year, Mr. John Cumming, Regius Professor 
of Divinity and Ecclesiastical History, dying, was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. William Dunlop, a celebrated preacher 
in 1715. 

1714-1716. On the meeting of the College in October 1714 — 

1. Mr. Laurence Dundas matriculated sixty-six 
students of Humanity, February 28. 

2. Mr. William Scott, fifty-eight students of Greek, 
March 2. 

3. Mr. Colin Drummond, thirty- four students of 
Logic, March 2. 

4. Mr. Robert Stewart, only ten students of Philo- 
sophy. 

nic one This session fifteen students received the degree of 

hundred and 0 

<S££ A.M., all privately. 

On the 4th of March 1715, the Town-Council, hav- 
ing met with the Principal and Professors of the Col- 
lege in the Council-Chamber, elected Mr. William 
Hamilton, Professor of Divinity, member of next 
General Assembly. On the same day, it was agreed 
that Mr. William Dunlop should be received into the 
College as second Professor of Divinity, on his Majesty 
King George the Firsts presentation. 1 

The Rebellion prevailed in Scotland at this time, par 
ticularly in Lothian in the month of October, which, 
no doubt, was unfavourable to the assembling of the 
College. 

November 13, the rebels surrendered at Preston 

1 Town-Council Records. 



Class gradu 
nted. 
1715-1716. 
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Ou the same day the battle of Dunblane was fought. 
Not long after, the Pretender landed in Scotland, but 
was soon obliged to re-embark and make his escape, 
and the rebellion was soon quelled. 

On the meeting of the College in October 1715 — 

1. Mr. Laurence Dundas matriculated fifty-two 
students of Humanity, February 28. 

2. Mr. William Scott, forty-five students of Greek, 
March 2. 

3. Mr. Colin Drummond, thirty eight students of 
Logic, March 2. 

4. Mr. Robert Stewart did not matriculate. 

This session eight students received the degree of The oue 

° ° hundred ami 

A.M., all privately. SSSch- 

Mr. William Carstairs, Principal, having died on the glmdu * t " L 
28 th of December 1715, the patrons, on the 1st of 
June 1716, elected the Reverend Mr. William Wishart 
in his stead, and a copy of the instructions, usually 
given to the Principal, was ordered to be ready to be 
delivered to him at his inauguration. 

The Senatus Academicus now stood as follows : — 

The Rev. Mr. William Wishart, Principal. 

Mr. William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity. 

Mr. William Dunlop, Regius Professor of Divinity and 

Ecclesiastical History. 
Mr. Laurence Dundas, Professor of Humanity. 
Mr. William Scott, Professor of Greek. 
Mr. Colin Drummond, Professor of Logic. 
Mr. Robert Stewart, Professor of Natural Philosophy. 
Mr. William Law, Professor of Moral Philosophy. 
Mr. James Gregory, Professor of Mathematics. 
Mr. John Goodall, Professor of Oriental Languages. 




Digitized by Google 



3 1 6 HISTORY OF THE 

Mr. Charles Erskine, Regius Professor of Public Law and 

Law of Nature and Nations. 
Mr. James Craig, Professor of Civil Law. 
Dr. James Crawford, Professor of Chemistry and Medicine. 

On the 24th of August 1716, bond was granted by 
the Town-Council to James Laing, merchant, College 
treasurer, for 20,600 pounds Scots, expressing, that 
considering that they had authorized the said James 
Laing to uplift 20,600 pounds of the stock due to the 
College by the Town, from Sir William Johnston and 
others, undertakers to pay the good Town's debts, and 
to lend the same to the good Town, for paying part of 
a debt contracted by the said good Town for the extra- 
ordinary expenses the Town had been put to in forti- 
fying the City during the late rebellion, and for the 
levies of men raised for defence thereof ; which sum 
was contained in the following College bonds granted 
by the good Town : — 

1. A bond (of date June 4, 1675) for 2000 pounds 
Scots, mortified by William Tweedie, late Regent ; of 
which the annual rent was payable to the Professor of 
Humanity, over and above his salary. 

2. A bond for 1800 pounds Scots, being Dr. Robert 
Leighton's mortification (of date September 30, 1685), 
for a bursar of Divinity. 

3. A bond for 1200 pounds Scots, mortified by 
John Penman, Bailie, for a bursar. 

4. A bond for 4000 pounds Scots, mortified In- 
flames Nairn for two Divinity bursals. 

5. A bond for 600u pounds Scots, granted to Sir 
Donald Bain of Tulloch, in prosecution of a mortification 
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for John Bain of Pitcarlie, for three bursars of Divinity, 
to be presented by the said Sir Donald Bain, and his 
heirs succeeding him in the estate of Tulloch. 

6. A bond for 1000 pounds Scots, mortified by Sir 
Patrick Hepburn of Blackcastle, for a Philosophy 
bursar, to be presented by Sir Colin Campbell of 
Arbuchell, and Sir Patrick Aikenhead, and their heirs, 
per vices. 

7. A bond for 1533 pounds, 6 shillings, and 8 pence, 
Scots, mortified by James Pringle of Torwoodlee, for 
a Divinity bursar, or Pliilosophy, to be presented by 
him and his heirs. 

8. A bond of 3066 pounds Scots, granted to the 
Presbytery of Dunbar, for two bursars, which was 
left by Thomas Bryson, sometime bailie in Dunbar, 
to be presented by the said Presbytery. 1 

The College having met as usual in October — im-nn 

1. Mr. Laurence Dundas, in February 1717, ma- 
triculated seventy-five students of Humanity. 

2. Mr. William Scott, March 1, fifty-three students 
of Greek. 

3. Mr. Colin Drummond, in March and April, sixty- 
nine students of Logic. 

4. Mr. Robert Stewart matriculated no students of 
Natural Philosophy. 

This session only five students received the degree 

» ° uiUMlrea and 

of A.M. Oliver Horsman, from England, received the S2?J£S? 
degree of LL.D., and James Dalgleish and John Quincy 
that of M.D. John Quincy was recommended by the 
celebrated Dr. Mead, and also Dr. Brown of London. 

1 Town-Council Records. 
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mi ma In October, the classes having met, there was matri- 
culated — 

1. By Mr. Laurence Dundas, on the 26th of Feb- 
ruary, seventy-seven students of Humanity. 

2. By Mr. William Scott, February 28, fifty -four 
students of Greek. 

3. By Mr. Colin Drummond, February, seventy -one 
students of Logic. 

4. By Mr. Robert Stewart no matriculation. 

me.*** This session, eighteen students received the degree 

liuixlml ami 

SSJ^JLta. of A.M., and all privately. 



I71M71* On the 21st of May 1718, the treasurer reported to 
the Town-Council that the accountant had revised the 
acts of Council concerning the College funds, in order 
to make up a just rental. It was found that the par- 
ticular mortifications in the act of Council, dated 
January 23, 1656, extended to 73,400 pounds Scots, 
but the act itself only mentioned 71,000 pounds Scots, 
of which last sum only, the town had paid interest to 
the College ; and seeing several of the sums mentioned 
in the said act were mortified for the College in 
general, and that the College funds applicable towards 
the maintenance of the fabric were insufficient : There- 
fore the sum of £200 sterling, in which the particulars 
of the said act of Council exceed the sum therein 
mentioned, together with the interest thereof being 
accumulated into the principal sum of 10,986 pounds 
Scots, should be added to the College funds, and a 
bond granted therefor to the College treasurer, and 
the interest thereof appropriated, in all time coming, 
towards the maintenance of the fabric : Which being 
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considered by the Council, they approved of the said 
report, and ordained bond to be granted to James 
Lang, merchant, present College treasurer, for the 
said sum of 10,986 pounds, the interest whereof to l>e 
applied towards the maintenance of the fabric of the 
said College. 

In Octotor, the classes having met, there were matri- 
culated — 

1. By Mr. Laurence Dundas, 25th February, fifty- 
three students of Humanity. 

2. By Mr. William Scott, February 26, sixty stu- 
dents of Greek. 

3. By Mr. Colin Drummond, February 27, forty- 
eight students of Logic. 

4. By Mr. Robert Stewart, February 25, thirty-one 
students of Natural Philosophy. 

This session, eighteen students received the degree 
of A.M., and four the decree of M.D. thirt l >"nrlt ,,! 

It had been the custom since the Revolution, in * tr * 1 
electing a member to represent the University in the 
General Assembly, for the Principal and Professors to 
meet with the Town-Council, and to make the election 
together. But in the year 1719, the Principal and 
Professors, having reason to susj>ect that the Council 
did not mean to summon them to attend for that 
purpose, met by themselves and elected Mr. William 
Hamilton, Professor of Divinity. At last, however, 
they were summoned to attend the Council ; but next 
day they were informed that the meeting was adjourned 
to that day se'nnight At the time appointed for the 
adjourned meeting, the Principal, with almost all the 
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Professors, went to a tavern near the Council-chaml>er ; 
but after waiting there more than an hour, they were 
acquainted by two of the Magistrates that the Council 
was to make no election. Wishing still to promote 
peace and good agreement, the College sent two of 
their number to the Lord Provost, the day before the 
sitting of the Assembly, to entreat him to call a meet 
ing of Council, assuring him that they were willing to 
withdraw their own commission and unite with their 
patrons in a new election, hoping that the General 
Assembly would overlook the informality as to the 
time of election ; but all this was to no purpose. The 
Professors therefore gave in a commission, signed by 
themselves, to the clerk of the Assembly. But on the 
meeting of the Assembly, the Lord Provost protested 
against this commission as invalid, because the election 
had not been made with the assistance of the Town- 
Council, as had been formerly the custom. The 
Assembly, however, thought proper to sustain the 
commission. 

The College had long thought the mode of electing 
their member of Assembly, in conjunction with the 
Town-Council, an improper and unnecessary practice, 
and had only consented to it for the sake of preserv- 
ing a good understanding with their patrons. Princi- 
pal Rule always, and Mr. Carstairs several times, 
declared that their going to the Council should not be 
interpreted as a giving up of their privilege, and in 
the interval betwixt the death of Dr. Rule and the 
instalment of Principal Carstairs, Mr. Meldrum, Pro- 
fessor of Divinity, spoke in Council to the same pur- 
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pose. In the year 1702, one of the Professors entered 
a protest against the Town-Council's interfering in 
electing a member of Assembly for the College, to 
which all the Professors except one adhered ; and some 
of them never went afterwards to the Council. Sir 
Robert Chiesley, when Provost, went to the College, 
with some of the Magistrates only, and in conjunction 
with the Principal and Professors, elected the Com- 
missioner to the Assembly. 

Perhaps the proper mode would be for the Lord 
Provost alone, as Chancellor of the University, to pre- 
side in person on this, or any other public occasion, 
within the College, if he chose to come. The whole 
Town-Council are the undoubted patrons of the Uni- 
versity ; but it seems inconsistent with the nature of 
a University, that they should on any occasion sit 
with the Principal and Professors in an academical 
capacity. They have the power of choosing a Eector, 
which they formerly used to exercise, though they 
have long laid it aside ; but while they do not choose 
to send a Rector, the Principal of the College is under- 
stood to possess the power of that academical otfieer. 
That the Provost should appear occasionally within 
the College, in the high character of Chancellor, and 
preside in College meetings, would not detract from 
the dignity of the University, but rather add to it 
But the sending for the Principal and Professors, and 
making them sit in their academical capacity along 
with the Town-Council, is what the patrons themselves 
should have no desire to do. They are the guardians 
of the dignity of their own University ; the more 

x 
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dignified the body of which they are the patrons, the 
more splendid is that patronage ; and the Magistrates 
will be found to consult their own interest, as well as 
that of the public, when they consult the dignity of 
their College. 

This right of interfering with the College in the 
choice of their member of Assembly, was asserted by 
the Council, and still questioned by the College, till 
the Assembly, in the year 1723, passed an act declar- 
ing the right to be only in the Professors, Principal, 
Regents, Masters, and others bearing office in the 
University ; that is to say, the Chancellor, Rector, 
and Dean of Faculty, if any such there be, exclusive 
of all others. 1 

1719-1720. On the 21st of August 1719, a pension of fifty 
marks Scots, quarterly, was ordered by the Town- 
Council to be paid to Margaret, widow of Mr. John 
Goodall, late Professor of Hebrew, out of respect to 
his memory, and in regard of her numerous family 
and indigent condition. They, at the same time, 
restricted the yearly salary of the office of Professor 
of Hebrew, which was formerly 900 marks Scots, 
to 700. 

The Professorship of Oriental Languages having be- 
come vacant by the death of Mr. Goodall, Dr. James 
Crawford (still retaining the titular Professorship of 

« Act vi. Assembly 1723.— A printed buted among the members, Mav 14. 

paper on the subject, designated " The 1723, by Commissary Campbell, agent 

Case of the University of Edinburgh for the town, and his nephew. This 

considered with respect to their right paper is preserved in M8. INpers Illiu- 

of choosing a Member to the General trative of the History and Constitution 

Assembly," was given in to the Clerk of the University of Edinburgh, in Col- 

of the General Assembly, and distri- lege Library, No. L p. 95. 
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Chemistry and Medicine) was on the same day elected 
successor to Mr. Goodall. 

On the 28 th of August, an Act was passed by the 
Town-Council, by which aU Professors and Masters 
were declared to hold their office for the future only 
during the Council's pleasure. 

At the same meeting, the patrons thought proper to 
establish a new Professorship, viz., that of Universal 
Civil History ; and Mr. Charles Mackie was the first 
elected Professor, with a temporary salary of £50 per 
annum, to expire at the commencement of the proga- 
tives of the duty on ale, which the patrons had a near 
prospect of obtaining from Parliament. 

" Edinburgh, August 28, 1719. 
" The which day, the Council, considering the great advantages 
that arise to the nation from the encouragement of learning, by the 
establishment of such professions in our College, as enable our youth 
to study with equal advantages at home as they do abroad, and 
considering the advantages that arise to this City, in particular, from 
the reputation that the Professors of the liberal Arts and Sciences 
have justly acquired to themselves in the said College, and that a 
profession of Universal History is extremely necessary to complete 
the same, this profession being very much esteemed, and the most 
attended of any one profession at all the Universities abroad, and 
yet nowhere set up in any of our Colleges in Scotland ; and con- 
sidering that the expense with which the setting up thereof must be 
attended, make it necessary for the Council to favour it in its infancy 
by giving a reasonable encouragement to any well-qualified person 
whom they shall happen to choose to be Professor thereof ; and 
considering, that although the Town's revenue cannot afford the con- 
tinuance of this allowance after the 1st of July 1723, at which 
time the petty port customs are declared by an Act of George the First 
to cease, they agree, that a Professor of Universal History be estab- 
lished in the College of this City, and that, to enable the Professor 
thereof in some measure to defray the expense it must l>e attended 
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with at its first setting up, he have a salary of fifty pounds sterling 
per annum, commencing from Martinmas next, and to continue till 
the said 1st of July 1723 years, and no longer. 

44 The same day the Council . . . nominated and elected Mr. Charles 
Mackie to be Professor of Universal History in the College of this 
City during the Council's pleasure, and allowed to him the sum of 
fifty pounds sterling money yearly, commencing from Martinmas 
next, and to continue till the first day of July 1723 years, and 
appointed Mr. George Drummond, present Treasurer, and his suc- 
cessors in office, to pay the same accordingly out of the said petty 
port customs, during the Council's pleasure, as said is ; and the 
said Mr. Charles Mackie, compearing, accepted of his office, and made 
oath de jideli adminutratume, and qualified himself by taking the 
oath of allegiance, and subscribed the same with the assurance to 
his Majesty King George." 1 

On the same day that Mr. Mackie was elected Pro- 
fessor of Universal Civil History, Mr. James Gregory, 
Professor of Mathematics, obtained from the patrons an 
additional salary of 600 marks Scots, which had been 
formerly granted to his brother, Dr. David, his imme- 
diate predecessor, but had been withheld from him till 
this time. This sum, with his original salary of £5 0, and 
the £30 of Queen Anne's bounty, formerly mentioned, 
made the Mathematical salary the largest in the Col- 
lege, except that of the Professor of Public Law. The 
salary of Dr. James Crawford, Professor of Hebrew, 
was also augmented from 700 marks to 900. 

On the meeting of the College in October, there 
were matriculated by — 

1. Mr. Laurence Dundas, February 25, fifty-four 
students of Humanity. 

2. Mr. William Scott, February 26, forty students 
of Greek. 

1 Town-Council R*conls. 
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3. Mr. Colin Druinmoiid, forty-four students of 
Logic. 

4. Mr. Kobert Stewart, March 22, forty students 
of Philosophy. 

This session twenty students took the degree of The one 

J ° hundred and 

A.M., and one that of M.D. jgffi claM 

On the 26th of October, the Town-Council passed ^Tnii. 
an act, disallowing the present Professors of Divinity 
and Church History, or any other Professor in the 
College, from being ministers of Edinburgh in time 
coming, and appointed the draught of an act to be 
brought in hereupon, rescinding the Council's act 
July 1, 1713, contrary to the said resolution, to be 
laid before the Magistrates and Council, for their 
approbation. 

A full account of this matter is given in an act of 
the Town-Council passed on the 2d of November 
following. 

" Kdikihjkoii. November 2, 1720. 
" The which day, the Council, with the extraordinary deacons, 
taking to their consideration the weight and importance of a minis- 
terial charge in this City, and also of a Professorship of Divinity or 
History in the College thereof, and being fully satisfied and con- 
vinced, not only from the nature of the things, and from the univer- 
sal practice of all well governed Colleges and cities, that the office of 
a Minister and Professor cannot be discharged, in a suitable manner, 
by one ]>erson at one and the same time ; and having likewise ob- 
served, that the few instances of contrary practices, in their said 
College, have rather arisen from necessity than choice, Do hereby 
statute and ordain, that henceforth, and in all time coming, no person 
who is a minister of the Gospel, and in the actual exercise of his 
ministry in this City, shall W bv us, or our successors in office, 
elected, and admitted Professor of Divinity or History in the said 
College, unless, previous to his admission, he demit his ministerial 
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charge, not to be re-assumed during his continuance in his office of 
Professor, and all future commissions to the said Professors shall 
bear a clause, by which they shall be voided, and become null, 
in the event of any Professor becoming a minister of this City : 
And do hereby declare, that they will not, directly or indirectly, con- 
sent to, nor concur in the leeting or calling of any person to be a 
minister of this City, who is at the same time a Professor of 
Divinity or Church History in their said College, unless he pre- 
viously resign and demit his Professorship, declaring always, as it 
is hereby declared, that nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to extend to the office of Principal of their said College." 1 

The College having met as usual in October, there 
were matriculated by — 

1. Mr. Laurence Dundas, March 29, forty-five 
students of humanity. 

2. Mr. William Scott, March 31, fifty-four students 
of Greek. 

3. Mr. Colin Drummond, April 3, fifty-four students 
of Logic. 

4. Mr. Robert Stewart, no students of Natural 
Philosophy. 

The one This session fourteen students took the degree of 

hundred an«l 

thirty-third ^J£ f m & Qne t ] mt 0 f M.D. 

Mr. William Dunlop, Regius Professor of Ecclesi- 
astical History, died in the year 1720, and Mr. 
Matthew Crawford, minister of Inchinnon, obtained 
the office from the Crown in 1721. Mr. Crawford 
was admitted November 15, 1721, having been in 
troduced by Bailie Drummond, Bailie Lindsay, and 
others of the Town- Council. 2 The Commission is 
dated at St. James's, June 16, 1721. 

1 Town-Council Record*. ship till his death, which took place 

* [Mr. Crawford held this Professor- some fifteen years after. His class, it 



ClasH «ra 
duated. 
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After the meeting of the College again in October, im.mt. 
there were matriculated by — 

1. Mr. Laurence Dundas, no matriculation this 
session. 

2. By Mr. William Scott, February 27, forty-six 
students of Greek. 

3. By Mr. Colin Drummond, March 30, forty-seven 
students of Logic. 

4. By Mr. Robert Stewart, January 11, only five 
students of Philosophy. 

This session twenty-six students were made A.M., Ti.eone 

J hundred am! 

and one M.D. ~ urth 
In October, the College having again met, there were mt irn. 
matriculated by — 

1. Mr. Laurence Dundas, no matriculation. 

2. Mr. William Scott, February 27 and March 1, 
sixty-three students of Greek. 

3. Mr. Colin Drummond, April 5, thirteen super- 
venients, as they are called in the album. 

4. Mr. Robert Stewart, no matriculation. 

This session twenty-eight students received the The one 

hundred and 



degree of A.M. ; one that of M.D. ; and another, viz., gjjg »« h 
George Oswald, an alumnus of this University, and duated 
then M.D. of the University of Rheiins, was ad- 
mitted, ad eundem. One, viz., Halford Cotton, A.M., 
Presbyter of the Church of England, received the 
degree of LL.D. 



appears, was not well attended. " He after lecture] but for money, and no- 
has £100," says Wodrow, writing March body 001Q68 to him. His public pre- 
1731, " and really does nothing for it. lections are not frequented ; he will not 
He will give no private col ledges [i.e., have six or seven hearers, they say." 
private examinations and instructions -Wodrow's Analecta, vol. iv. p. 212.] 
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In 1722, the patrons erected a Professorship of the 
Scots or Municipal Law in this University, of which 
they chose, November 28, Mr. Alexander Bayne of 
Revas, Advocate, the first Professor for teaching the 
same, and qualifying Writers to the Signet. On the 
same day, Mr. Charles Mackie, who had been elected 
Professor of Universal Civil History, was also elected 
Professor of the History of Scotland in particular, and 
of Greek, Roman, and British Antiquities. 

A salary was provided for Mr. Bayne in the manner 
immediately to be mentioned. 

In the year 1723, the City of Edinburgh obtained 
a renewal of their duty of two pennies Scots on each 
pint of ale brewed and sold within the City, with an 
extension to the four adjacent parishes ;* and this gift, 
by Act of Parliament, was burdened with a salary of 
£100 sterling yearly, to the three following Professors, 
viz., Civil Law, History, and Scots Law. And be- 
cause Mr. Mackie had, for some years, given lectures 
to Ins students, not only on Universal History, but 
likewise on Roman Antiquities, for the benefit of 
students of the Roman or Civil Law, he was designed 
in the Act of Parliament Professor of Universal Civil 
History, and of Greek and Roman Antiquities. 

Though these three first Professors of Civil Law, 
Scots Law, and History were elected simply by the 
Town-Council, the patrons of the University, yet when 
their salaries were provided by this Act of Parliament, 
it was there also enacted, that when, in time coming, 
a vacancy should happen in any of these three offices, 

• Set- A i n.»t . j.. 520. 
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it should be supplied by the Faculty of Advocates 
presenting a leet of two candidates to the Town- 
Council, of whom the Council is limited to make choice 
of one. 

The Senatus Academicus, in the year 1723, stood as 
follows : — 

Mr. William Wishart, Principal. 

Mr. William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity. 

Mr. Matthew Crawford, Regius Professor of Divinity and 

Ecclesiastical History. 
Mr. Laurence Dundas, Professor of Humanity. 
Mr. William Scott, Professor of Greek. 
Mr. Colin Drummond, Professor of Logic. 
Mr. Robert Stewart, Professor of Natural Philosophy. 
Mr. William Law, Professor of Moral Philosophy. 
Mr. James Gregory, Professor of Mathematics. 
Dr. James Crawford, Professor of Chemistry and Medicine, 

also of Oriental Languages. 
Mr. Charles Erekine, Regius Professor of Public Law. 
Mr. James Craig, Professor of the Civil Law. 
Mr. Charles Mackie, Professor of Civil History, and Greek 

and Roman Antiquities. 
Mr. Alexander Bayne, Professor of Scots Law. 

On the 28th of March 1723, the Town-Council, with wit*. 
the Professors of the College, in a veiy full meeting, 
chose the Principal, Mr. William Wishart, to represent 
the College in the ensuing General Assembly. Mr. 
Robert Henderson, Librarian, having been examined 
whether he had made the alphabetical catalogue of the 
books of the College Library, conform to the appoint- 
ment of the Council, answered, that he was going on 
in the said work, and had made considerable progress 
therein. A committer was appointed to examine 
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about this, and to report. Thereafter the laws of the 
College were read, and the consideration of them ad- 
journed till next meeting. 1 

On the 1st of November IV 2 3, the Council ap- 
pointed the Professors and students to be accommo- 
dated with seats in Lady Yesters Church. 

In October the classes as usual met, and there were 
matriculated by — 

1. Mr. Laurence Dundas's class not matriculated. 

2. Mr. William Scott, February 27, forty-four stu- 
dents of Greek. 

3. Mr. Colin Drummond, March 27, twenty-two 
supervenients, as they are called in the album. 

4. Mr. Robert Stewart's class not matriculated. 

The one This session thirty-four students obtained the degree 
thirt d y r 5x*h d of A.M., and four that of M.D., of which last was 
•luated. John Moubray, A.M., in the University of Wittemberg, 
where he had also obtained the degree of M.D., and 
had afterwards been admitted, ad eundem, in the 
Universities of Padua and of Leyden. 2 



1 Town -Council Records. 

■ [Here Professor Dalzel's History of 
the University of Edinburgh abruptly 
closes. It was evidently his intention 
to bring it down to his own time. 

It appears also to have been a part 
of his plan to subjoin brief bio- 
graphical memorials of the Professors 
in the various chairs. This part of his 
plan he has only partially executed. 
He has given a list of the Principal*, 



Rectors, and Professors of Divinity, 
without entering into biographical de- 
tail. He has, however, written notices 
of the Professors of Mathematics down 
to his own time ; an account of the 
Library and Librarians down to the 
year 1747 ; and notices of the Pro- 
fessors of Humanity down to the year 
1741. These parts of the work now 
follow] 
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1. Mr. Robert Rollock, elected February 9, 
1585-6 X died February 8, 1599. 

2. Mr. Henry Charteris, elected February 14, 
1598-9 ; resigned March 20, 1620. 

3. Mr. Patrick Sands, elected March 20, 1620 ; 
resigned August 1622. 

4. Mr. Rorert Boyd, elected Octol>er 18, 1622 ; 
removed January 31, 1623. 

5. Mr. John Adamson, elected November 21, 1623. 
I find his name as Principal in 1649, and May 20, 
1650. 

6. Mr. William Colvill, elected April 23, 1652. 
His election set aside. See p. 165. 

7. Mr. Robert Leighton, afterwards Bishop of 
Dunblane and Archbishop of Glasgow, elected January 
17, 1653 ; resigned 1662. 

8. Mr. William Colvill, again elected March 20, 
1662. His name appears in 1662, 1663, 1670, 1672. 

9. Dr. Andrew Cant, elected September 29, 1675. 
Holds his inaugural oration November 15, 1675. 
Died December 4, 1685. 

10. Dr. Alexander Monro, formerly Professor of 
Divinity at St. Andrews, elected Principal, December 
9, 1685. Removed by the Visitors for refusing to 
take the oaths to King William and Queen Mary, 
September 25, 1B90. 
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11. Dr. Gilbert Rcl^. f ~ie aizrL^^r? ♦ 
Edinburgh, chosen Principal Moml>j 1*5 : 
died in 1701. 

12. Mr. William C±sst * he* -Iecr*ii ILiy 12, 
1703 ; died December 23, lTIi 

13. Mr. William Wishabx. oee :t ministers 
of Edinburgh, electa] PrmeipiL i. iTLtj : 
June 1720. 

14. Mr. William H wn.Tuy, Professor of Divinity, 
elected Principal, February 16, 17"2 : »Heii XovemSer 
1732. 

1 5. Mr. James Smith, Professor of Diviniry. elated 
Principal, July 18, 1733 ; died August 17?»>. 

10*. Dr. William Wishart, elected Principal. No- 
vember 20, 1737 ; died May 12, 1733. 

1 7. Dr. John Gowdie, Professor of Divinity, elected 
Principal, February 6, 1754 ; died February 19. 1762. 

18. Dr. William Robertsox, one of the ministers 
of Edinburgh, elected Principal, March 10, 1762; 
admitted November 10, following ; died June 11,1793. 

19. Dr. George Baird, joint Professor of Hebrew, 
and one of the ministers of Edinburgh, elected Prin- 
cipal, July 3, 1793 ; admitted September 11, following. 
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1. [John Johnstoun, brother to the Laird of Elphin- 
stoun, appointed " to have the oversight and govern- 
ment of the affairs of the College, lately founded and 
erected by the guid toun," February 11, 1586-7.] 

2. Mr. Andrew Ramsay, one of the ministers of 
Edinburgh, elected March 20, 1620. 

3. Mr. Alexander Morison of Prestongrange, a 
Lord of Session, chosen Rector, January 5, 1627. 

4. Mr. Alexander Henderson, minister of the 
Great Kirk of Edinburgh, chosen Rector, January 8, 
1640, for the ensuing years. A beadle was appointed 
to carry a silver mace before him. 1 Died, August 19, 
1646. 2 

5. Mr. Andrew Ramsay, one of the ministers of 
Edinburgh, again elected Rector, November 4, 1646 ; 
re-elected the next two years. 

6. Mr. Robert Douglas, one of the ministers of 
Edinburgh, elected Rector, January 1, 1649. 

[The Provost of Edinburgh, present and to come, to 
be Rector and Governor of the College in all time 
coming, November 10, 1665.] 

» Maitland's History of Edinburgh, » See Chalmers's Life of Ruddiman, 
p. 1U5. p. 222. 
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1. Mr Robert Rollock, elected August 27, 1587. 

2. Mr. Henry Charteris, elected February 14, 
1599 ; resigned, March 20, 1620. 

3. Mr. Andrew Ramsay, elected March 20, 1620 ; 
resigned March 8, 1626. 

4. Mr. Henry Charteris, formerly Principal, was 
translated from the North Kirk of Leith, and again 
admitted Professor of Divinity, April 19, 1727 ; died 
in the summer of 1629. 

5. Mr. James Fairly, minister at South Leith, 
elected July 24, 1629 ; resigned August 1630. 

6. John Sharpe, D.D., and formerly Professor in the 
College of Die in Dauphiny in France, elected Novem- 
ber 17, 1630. 

7. Dr. Alexander Colvill, a Professor in St 
Andrews, elected, June 23, 1648, in place of Dr. 
Sharp, deceased, but not admitted. See page 146. 

8. Mr. Samuel Rutherford, elected June 27, 
1049. Did not accept. 

9. Mr. David Dickson, elected, February 16, 1650 ; 
demitted 1662 ; died in December same year. 

10. Mr. Patrick Scougall, elected December 5, 
1662. Did not accept. 

11. Mr. William Keith, elected January 27, 
1664 ; died, November 18, 1675. 
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12. Mr. Laurence Charteris, elected November 
24, 1675 ; demitted in 1681. 

13. Mr. John Menzies, elected June 21, 1682. 
Did not accept. 

14. Dr. John Strachan, elected March 21, 1683. 
Deprived by the Visitors for refusing to take the oaths 
to William and Mary, September 25, 1690. 

15. Mr. George Campbell, minister of Dumfries, 
chosen in place of Dr. Strachan, September 26, 1690 ; 
died in the autumn of 1701. 

16. Mr. George Meldrum, one of the ministers of 
Edinburgh, elected December 24, 1701, in place of 
Mr. George Campbell, deceased. 

17. Mr. William Hamilton, minister of Cramond, 
elected August 17, 1709. 

18. Mr. James Smith, one of the ministers of 
Edinburgh, succeeded Mr. William Hamilton, February 
16, 1732. 



PROFESSORS OF MATHEMATICS IN THE 

UNIVERSITY. 



There was no Professor of Mathematics in the Col- 
lege of Edinburgh till 1020, when, upon some new 
arrangement in the College, which proved to be but 
Mr. Andrew temporary. Mr. Andrew Young, who had been chosen 

Yomitf, first 1 J 

rrofe**or. one 0 f jj^ p ro f ess0 rs or Regents of Philosophy in the 
year 1601, was also made public Professor of the 
Mathematics. 1 Whether he ever taught a separate 
mathematical class does not appear. He held the 
office but a short time, having died in the year 1623. 
He had been a Professor at Aberdeen two years pre- 
vious to his coming to Edinburgh. 

He had no successor in the Professorship of Mathe- 
matics till the year 1640, when the Town-Council in- 
Mr. moral vited Mr. Thomas Crawford, then Rector of the High 
mom* 1 *' School, to hold that office. He was a man of great 
learning, and had formerly been Professor of Humanity 
in the College ; a situation which he obtained on the 
29th of March 1626, after a very strict comparative 
trial. But a vacancy having happened in the Rector- 
ship of the High School by the death of Mr. John R«ay, 
in the month of February 1630, he preferred that office 
to the other in the College. In the year 1640, the 
Council, with the Rector of the University (an office 

i Mr. Young's salary as Regent was 150 marks, and he hsd as much as Pro- 
fessor of Matlie niatics. 



Pr»)ft«!Mir, 
1W0. 
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then held by the famous Mr. Alexander Henderson, 
but which has now been dormant for many years), 
considering that, the two preceding years, two Regents 
or Professors of Philosophy had been recently admitted, 
and being unwilling to introduce a third inexperienced 
one within so short a period, they offered a public Pro- 
fessorship of the Mathematics to Mr. Thomas Crawford, 
to be held by him in conjunction with one of the four 
Professorships of Philosophy, with a salary for life of 
GOO marks per annum. Upon this he returned to the 
College, and undertook the duty of both these offices, 
which he discharged with great fidelity and reputation 
for many years, and till the time of Ins death, which 
happened on the 30th of March 1662. 

Previous to this election of Mr. Crawford, Mathe- 
matics as well as Greek had been considered as a part 
of the philosophical course of four years, and were 
taught by the four Regents or Professors of Philosophy. 
As Professor of Mathematics, it is probable that Mr. 
Crawford did no more than give public lectures twice 
a week to all of the students who chose to attend. 1 
The principal part of his duty was that of one of the 
four ordinary Professors of Philosophy. As such, he 
commenced with the charge of the class of Bachelors, 
or the class which was entering to the third year of 
their course, left in that state by his predecessor, Mr. 
James Wright ; and the second year afterwards he 

1 This at least was the case with Mr. of his in ♦lie Biographia Britannica, 

James Gregory, Professor of Mathe- first edition, vol. iv. p. 2361. It like- 

matics first at St. Andrews in the year wise appears that he gave private les- 

1670, and afterwards at Edinburgh in sons, 
the year 1674 ; as appears by a letter 
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brought them to the usual degree of Master of Arte. 
It is remarkable that in the Theses which he printed 
at this graduation, and which are dedicated to John 
Earl of Loudon, Chancellor of Scotland, he has sub- 
joined a few positions, under the title of "Theses 
Mathematical a practice which he followed in all the 
copies of Theses which remain of graduations after- 
wards conducted by him. In the titles of these Theses 
he takes the appellation of Professor of Mathematics, 
of which he seems to have been very fond. In an im- 
perfect record preserved in the College Library, entitled 
" Tabulae petentium et adeuntium Professiones pub 
licas in Academic Jacobi Eegis Edinburgena\, jK>st 
ineuntem annum 1663," Mr. Thomas Crawford is de- 
nominated "a grammarian and philosopher, likewise 
profoundly skilled in theology, and a man of the 
greatest piety and integrity." 

Nothing of his composition appears in print except 
the short Theses already mentioned ; but to him we 
owe a distinct account of the College of Edinburgh 
from its foundation in 1581 till the year 1646. Of 
this there is a copy in the Advocates Library, in the 
handwriting of Mr. Matthew Crawford, Regius Pro- 
fessor of Divinity and Church History ; as appear? 
from a docquet at the conclusion, bearing that the 
original from which this was taken belonged to Mr 
Laurence Dundas, Professor of Humanity, who kui 
lent it to Mr. Matthew Crawford. It is probable tta* 
this original is in the possession of Sir Thomas, now 
Lord Dundas, whose father, the late Sir Lauieart J 
Dundas, Bart., of Kerse, was a nephew or near relation 
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of the above Professor Laurence Dundas, and inherited 
not only his name, but a considerable part of Ids for- 
tune. Another copy of this history, in the handwrit- 
ing of Mr. William Henderson, Librarian, belongs to 
the College Library, and bears in the title to have 
been given in to Mungo Wood, City Treasurer, the 
15th of January 1673. 1 

There are extant also in the Advocates Library some 
ms. Notes on Virgil, composed by Mr. Thomas Craw- 
ford ; and there is a poem of his, in Latin, in " EtaoSia 
Musarum Edinensium in Caroli Regis ingressu in 
Scotiam," 1633. 

After the death of Mr. Thomas Crawford in 1662, 
the Professorship of Mathematics remained dormant 
till the year 1674, when the Town-Council invited W4 , 
the famous Mr. James Gregory, Professor of Mathe- Mr. James 

Gregory, 

matics at St. Andrews, to take upon him the same piSj&o 1 ? 
office in the College of Edinburgh, which he ac- 
cepted ; and in the beginning of November of that 
year he entered upon his new charge by delivering an 
inaugural oration before the patrons of the University, 
and a great number of illustrious and learned audi- 
tors. 

This celebrated person, who at a very early period 
of life showed a great genius for geometrical studies, 
for which his family, both before and since his time, 
have been greatly distinguished, soon attracted the 
notice of the greatest mathematicians of the age, New- 

• 

1 [Crawford's History of the Univer- ford's, entitled, " Notes and Observa- 

sity wan printed by Dr. Andrew Dun- tions on Mr. George Buchanan's History 

can, Sen., at Edinburgh, 1808, 8vo. of Scotland," appeared at Edinburgh, 

Another posthumous work of Craw- 1708, 12ino.] 
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ton, Huygens, Halley, Walks, and others, by his inge- 
nious publications. He had travelled to London, and 
afterwards to Padua; at which last place he resided for 
some years, and cultivated his favourite science with 
the greatest success. Having returned to his native 
country, he was elected Professor of Mathematics in 
the University of St. Andrews about the year 1668, 
which office he held about six years previous to his re- 
moval to Edinburgh. In a minute account of his Life 
in the Biographia Britannica, it is said that he died in 
his Professorship at St. Andrews, which w T as all the 
preferment he ever obtained. But this is a mistake ; 
for he had held the Professorship of Mathematics at 
Edinburgh for nearly a year, when, in October 1675, 
being employed in showing the satellites of Jupiter 
through a telescope to some of his pupils, he was sud- 
denly struck with total blindness, and died a few days 
after, at the early age of thirty-seven. 1 It is said of 
him in the life in the Biographia Britannica already 
mentioned, " that in the Mathematical Sciences he dis- 
covered a genius superior to most, and not much, if at 
all, unequal to the best of his time. This," it is added, 
" happened to be in the interval between Des Cartes 
and Sir Isaac Newton ; when having the advantage of 
those improvements that had been made by the former, 
he struck a considerable part of that dawning light 
into the sublimer geometry, or geometry of curves, 
which preceded the rising of the latter." 

No successor to Mr. James Gregory in the Mathe- 

i See a life [by Lord Woodhouselee] published, and prefixed to his Works, 
of the late Dr. John Gregory, lately [Edinb., 17945, 4 vols., small 8vo.) 
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matical chair at Edinburgh was appointed till towards 
the end of the year 1683, when the Town-Council i«s> 
elected his nephew, Mr. David Gregory, to supply 
his place. This is the same Mathematician who was fourth 

fes«<»r. 

afterwards so celebrated, that, when the Savilian Pro- 
fessorship of Astronomy at Oxford became vacant by 
the resignation of Dr. Bernard in the year 1691, he 
proved the successful candidate for that office, though 
the famous Halley was his competitor. When he suc- 
ceeded his uncle at Edinburgh, he was only twenty- 
three years of age ; but very soon after this, he pub- 
lished his first work, " Exercitatio Geometrica de 
Dimensione Figuraruni," etc. Edinburgh, 1684, 4 to. 

He was bom at Aberdeen on the 24th of June 1661, 
where he received the early parts of his education. 
He completed his studies at Edinburgh, and took his 
Masters degree there, but not till after he was Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics, when we find him obtaining 
that honour on the 27th of November 1683, in a pri- 
vate manner, at the same time subscribing the oath of 
allegiance to King Charles II., with the addition of 
M.P. to his name. 1 On the 10th of December the 
same year, he delivered his inaugural oration, "De 
Analyscos Geometrica? progressu et increment is." 2 

Mr. David Gregory had discharged the duties of his 
office in the College of Edinburgh with great fidelity 
and approbation for seven years, when he wjis called 
to be Savilian Professor of Astronomy at Oxford. 
Upon that occasion he was first received into P>aliol 
College, then admitted, wl exnulem, as Master of Arts, 

» St* Ora.lunti.m Book. • St.- Tabula IVtMitiOTD, etc., y. 14 
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in that University, on the 8th of February 1691, and 
afterwards created M.D. on the 18th of the same 
month. 

Dr. David Gregory had the honour of being the 
first who introduced the Newtonian Philosophy into 
the University of Edinburgh. Mr. Winston, in Me- 
moirs of his own Life, says, " that he was greatly ex- 
cited to the study of Sir Isaac Newton's wonderful 
discoveries in his Principia, 1 by a paper of Dr. Gre- 
gory's, when he was Professor in Scotland, wherein he 
had given the most prodigious commendations to that 
work, as not only right in all things, but in a manner 
the effect of a plainly divine genius, and had already 
caused several of his scholars to keep acts, as we call 
them, upon several branches of the Newtonian Philo- 
sophy, while we at Cambridge, poor wretches, were 
ignominiously studying the fictitious hypotheses of 
the Cartesian." 2 

In the month of September 1G92, Mr. James Gre- 

Mr. Jamc* A 

com!' of thai gory, the brother of Dr. David, and likewise an emi- 
nml'pwfes- nent Mathematician, was next elected, and was the 

*ir. 

fifth Professor of Mathematics in the College of Edin- 
burgh. He continued in this office till the year 1725, 
when, his great age and infirmities rendering him in- 
capable of teaching, he resigned ; and by the particu- 
lar recommendation of Sir Isaac Newton, who wrote a 
letter to the Magistrates of Edinburgh on that occa- 
sion, on the 3d of November, Mr. Colin M'Laurin, 

J [Newton's Principia was first pun- 236fi. A more particular account (Prof. 
Halted in 1*>87.] Dal/.el adds) of Da>id Gregory's genius 

* Biographia Britannica, vol. iv p. ami writings to be here introduced. 
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17'.'5. 
Mr. Colin 



then Professor of Mathematics in the Marischal Col 
lege, Aberdeen, was elected as joint Professor with 
Gregory. 

Mr. Colin M'Laurin was thus introduced into this 
University at the same time with his particular friend p5*pS' xtJ 
Dr. Alexander Monro, Professor of Anatomy, in No- Profe88or - 
vember 1725, 1 and was sixth Professor of Mathe- 
matics. 2 He died in June 1746, at the age of forty- 
eight, and was succeeded by 

Dr. Matthew Stewart, minister of Roseneath, 174- 

Dr. Matthew 

who was elected Professor of Mathematics on the 2d f%g*> 
of September 1747. 3 



He remained in this office till the year 1775, when, 
being very infirm, he resigned, and was re-elected, 
June 14, in conjunction with his only son, Mr. Dugald Mr. DugeM 

J J Btewart, 

Stewart, who had been his assistant for two or three £"'.^1., 
sessions before, and proved himself worthy to succeed iwSLr. 
so eminent a father. 

Dr. Matthew Stewart 4 died on the 23d of January 



1 [Dr. Monro was introduced as Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy nearly six years be- 
fore this, namely, in January 17*20. 
(Town-Council Records.) Professor 
Dalzel has fallen into this mistake, by 
following, as other biographers have 
done, Murdoch's account of Mr. M'Lau- 
rin.] 

a See a particular account of his Life 
and Writings, prefixed to his " Account 
of Sir Isaac Newton's Philosophical 
Discoveries ; in four books. Published 
from the Author's Manuscript Papers, 
by Patrick Murdoch, M.A., and F.K.S., 
London. Printed for the Author's 
children, 1748." 4to. See also his 
Son's Works lately published. 

8 Of this eminent Geometer and hi> 
Writings, see Mr. Playfair's account in 



Transactions of the Royal Society, 
Edinburgh, vol. i. [" If it be con- 
fessed," says Mr. Play fair, " that Dr. 
Stewart rated in any respect too high 
the merit of the ancient Geometry, this 
may well be excused in the man whom 
it had conducted to the discover)' of 
the General Theorems, to the solution 
of Keplek'8 Problem, ami to an accu- 
rate determination of the nm'« disturb- 
ing fores. His great modesty made 
him ascribe to the method he used that 
success which he owed to his own 
abilities."] 

4 [After the appointment of his son 
Professor Stewart retired into privacy, 
living mostly at his country seat in 
Ayrshire.] 
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1785, at the age of sixty-eight, and Mr. Dugald 
Stewart, now sole Professor, continued in the office, of 
winch he had discharged the duties with the greatest 
success, no longer than till the month of May in the same 
year 1785, when, on the resignation of Dr. Adam Fer- 
guson, Professor of Moral Philosophy, he preferred 
tliis last office, as being more suited to his taste, though 
less lucrative than the Professorship of Mathematics. 
Mr. Stewart being admitted Professor of Moral 
1785 Philosophy, on the 20th of May 1785, Mr. John 
EfuHk> P LAYFAIR > whose learning, and particularly whose 
fe 88 or. mathematical abilities were well known, was elected 
Professor of Mathematics, in conjunction with Dr. 
Ferguson, and received into the College on the 21st of 
June following. The sole purpose of Dr. Ferguson's 
joint election with Mr. Playfair, was to give him a 
right to a salary, as an equivalent for that which Mr. 
Stewart now enjoyed, and which Mr. Playfair was not 
to be entitled to till Dr. Ferguson's death. 1 

i The salary of this office was at first tion to his colleagues. Mr. Dugald 
600 marks. There is a tradition that Stewart had this anecdote from his fa- 
it was augmented to its present state, ther. At present it is the liest in the 
by way of favour to Dr. David Gregory, College, except that of the Law of Na- 
by the Council, because he took their ture and Nations, 
side on a particular occasion in opposi- 
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THE LIBRARY. 



In the year 1580, Mr. Clement Little, Advocate, 
and one of the Commissaries of Edinburgh, bequeathed 
his library, 1 consisting of about 300 volumes, for the 
use of the citizens of Edinburgh. At that time this 
was considered as a very valuable collection. These 
books were at first deposited in a gallery belong- 
ing to Mr. James Lawson, which was a part of the 
lodgings appropriated to the accommodation of the 
ministers of Edinburgh, and situated on the spot 
where the Parliament House was afterwards built. 
Mr. Lawson was a strenuous promoter of the scheme 
of erecting a College in Edinburgh, which was at last 
accomplished in the year 1582 ; 2 but the Presbyterian 
interest having soon after declined, and the Councils 
of the Earl of Arran prevailing, several of the Presby- 
terian ministers were forced into exile, among whom 
was Mr. Lawson, who died at London in the year 



i The deed of conveyance of these 
hooks to the Town-Council of Edin- 
burgh, with a catalogue of them sub- 
joined, is still extant in the College 
collection, written on vellum, in a 
beautiful hand. See Appeudix. 

* [It was not till the year 1582 that 
the Town -Council succeeded in re- 
covering the legacy of 8000 marks 
bequeathed by Robert Reid, Bishop 
of Orkney, about the year 1558, for 
the endowment of a College at Edin- 
burgh.— See p. 2. Here it may be noted 
that Bishop Reid died at Dieppe in 



the autumn of the year 1558, when re- 
turning to Scotland from his attendance 
on the marriage of Queen Mary with 
the Dauphin of France. This we learn 
from a letter which Mary wrote to her 
mother, the Queen Dowager of Scot- 
land, dated September 16, 1558, in 
which she says : " Madame, Dieu a 
voulu que les embassadeure qui vont 
presentement vers vous estant a mi 
chemin, ayeut este reponses jusques a 
Diepe, la ou ils sont tous malades, et 
Monsieur d'Oreenay mort."— Miscellany 
of the Maitland Club, vol. i. p, 24&] 
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1584, much regretted by all his friends. The Town- 
Council, however, persevered in their attention to the 
interest of the College ; and, in particular, they caused 
Mr. Clement Little's donation of books to be removed 
from Mr. Lawson's house to the College, and delivered 
to the care of Professor, afterwards Principal Rollock. 

Such was the commencement of the College Library, 
which continued to increase rapidly, not only by dona- 
tions from those who annually received the degree of 
A.M., but by the munificence of many well disposed 
citizens and others, who contributed considerable sums 
of money, as well as books, for that puq>ose. 
mm. In the year 1626, it was found necessary to remove 
the books from the small apartment which they first 
occupied in the College, and to place them in the high 
public hall, until a more commodious receptacle should 
be provided for them. Hitherto the charge of the 
Library had devolved on the Principals of the College ; 
but Mr. John Adamson, at that time Principal, finding 
the complete discharge of the office of Librarian now 
becoming too laborious, particularly as the large win- 
dows of the hall were in such a state as to expose the 
books to some injury from the weather, the Council, 
December 26, allowed him 180 marks per annum for 
employing an assistant or servant to attend to the 
state of the volumes, and for purchasing coals to 
counteract the bad effect of the damp air. 

It was at length found that the Library would be 
more generally useful, if instead of the Principal, who 
could not be supposed to give the necessary attend- 
ance, a Librarian should be appointed, who might 
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attend regularly at certain stated hours for the ac- 
commodation of those who should be admitted to the 
vise of the books, agreeably to certain laws and regula- 
tions. Accordingly, in the year 1635, Mr. Kenneth isss. 

° J J 9 April 22. 

Log ie, son to Mr. James Logic, Advocate, was chosen g^JJ^ 
Keeper of the Library, with an annual salary of 400 L,brarUn - 
marks, and the addition of some occasional perquisites. 
He had been recommended to this employment from 
the successful assistance he had given to the Principal 
in arranging the books in presses, and in making cata- 
logues of them. The method adopted at this time 
answered all the necessary purposes of accommodation 
as long as the books remained in the higher halL 1 Mr. 
Logic held the office of Librarian till the year 1641, 
when he accepted of a call to be minister of Skirling. 

In his place, on the 29 th of January 1641, was chosen wu. 

r ' * January 29. 

Mr. Andrew Monro, son of Mr. John Monro, burgess R^*™* 
of Edinburgh; and in the month of April 1642, an Librarian, 
act was passed for building a new apartment for the 
Library. For this work Bailie John Fleming left 
4000 marks. 

This is the room which is at present called the 
Museum, where the Professor of Natural Histoiy also 
gives his lectures, and part of which, at the west end, 
is the class for the Professor of Humanity. It runs 
along within the new parallel College inner quad- 
rangle, to the Chemical Laboratory, and the house of 
the Professor of Chemistry ; and must be demolished 

1 What is here called the higher hall scribed by Professor Dalzel, as appro- 
is the very room in which the Library priated to the Museum awl Library, are 
is at present [17M>] accommodated. now removed.] 
[But all the College buildings here de- 
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in the progress of the new buildings. The sunk storey 
was intended for a printing-house ; and the building 
was at first covered with a flat leaden roo£ and re- 
mained so till about the year 1766, when the leaden 
roof was taken off, and an upper storey added, which 
being divided into two rooms, the one serves as a 
class-room for the Professor of Natural Philosophy, 
the other as an addition to the present Library. 

The books were removed from the higher hall, and 
deposited in this new room upon its being completed. 
This continued to be the Library for many years ; and 
the higher hall, which is now again the Library, was 
the room for the meetings of the Professors ; and 
sometimes the graduations were performed in it. 
How it was again made use of for the Library room 
will be seen afterwards. 

Mr. Andrew Monro, Keeper of the Library, died in 
the year 1645, of the plague, 1 which then prevailed ; 
and which had forced the Professors and students to 
retire to the town of Linlithgow to avoid the infection. 
In their absence, the Town-Council had some differ- 
ence among themselves about a successor to Mr. 
Monro. There were two candidates for the office. 
The one was Mr. Thomas Speir, son of a respectable 
burgess of Edinburgh, and who had taken the Master's 
degree the preceding August. He was the grandson 
of Provost William Little, who had been very friendly 
to the College, and grandnephew to Mr. Clement Little, 
who had given a beginning to the library. The other 

1 [" Retiring to Perth, having been of."— Crawford's History of the Urn 
seized of the pestilence before his de- vereity of Edinburgh, p. 15l>.] 
j.arture from Edinburgh, he died there- 
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candidate was Mr. Andrew Suttie, nephew to Mr. 
George Suttie, Dean of Guild, a promising young 
man, born in the town of Forfar, and who had taken Mr lffi MM 
the Masters degree at St. Andrews in the year 1644. SCaS&w 
Both candidates had considerable interest with the Librarians. 

The former 

patrons ; and to avoid all further contention, it was after his 

election, and 

agreed that the two should be conjoined in the office ; 1 ^,™.,J Ir - 
and that each of them should have 300 marks salary, an<i the third 
instead of the 400, which the sole Librarian had en- 
joyed. However, Mr. Speir did not long survive his 
election, having died soon after of a consumption, much 
regretted ; and Mr. Suttie became sole Librarian, and 
returned to the former salary of 400 marks. 1 

The fourth Librarian was Mr Francis Ajdamson, 
who was chosen about 1648. (See p. 154.) 

The fifth Librarian was Mr. James Nairne, who 
was chosen July 23, 1652. (See p. 1G4.) 

The sixth Librarian was Mr. John Mien, who was 
chosen about March or April 1655. (See p. 172.) 

The seventh Librarian was Mr. John Stevenson 
who was elected December 9, 1657. (See p. 177.) 

The eighth Librarian was Mr. John Kniland, who 
was elected May 19, 1658, in place of Mr. John 
Stevenson, deceased. (See p. 178.) 

The ninth Librarian was Mr. John Dunlop. (See 
p. 191.) 



i [The names of the next seven Libra- " 28M December 1653.— Mr. John Ste- 

nun- , omitted in Professor Dal/el's vensone admitted Keiper of the Biblio- 

MS., are supplied from the preceding theque of the Colledge of this Burgh, in 

history. The following extract from place of Mr. James Naime, lait keiper 

the Council Register would seem, how- thairof, demitted, with the yearlie feall 

ever, to show that some uncertainty pre- of 400 merks."] 
vails regarding Nairne's successor 
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The tenth Librarian was Mr. William Somer villi. 
who was chosen March 2, 1666, in place of Mr. Job 
Dunlop, resigned. 1 (See p. 193.) 
1667. The eleventh Librarian was Mr. William Hexdeb- 

Mr. William 

^J mU X 0B * SON, who was elected in the year 1667, and who seems 
Librarian. ^ ^charged the duties of the office with great 
diligence. His handwriting appears in several of the 
books and registers preserved in the Library. In par- 
ticular, during the time of his holding the office, he 
kept an exact account of the books and other dona 
tions presented to the College, with the names of th<- 
donors ; this is preceded by a very distinct catalogue 
of the benefactors of the College from its foundation 
to the year 1679. The history of the College, from 
its beginning to the year 1646, as collected from the 
mss. of Mr. Thomas Crawford, is very abstractly 
copied in the handwriting of Mr. Henderson. He 
acted as Secretary also to the University, and had the 
charge of the graduation book, where his writing is t<> 
be observed for a considerable series of years. The 
graduation book is the most curious and valuable 
record in the College. 2 It is to be regretted that Sir. 
Henderson did not keep regular minutes of the meet- 
ings of the Senatus Academicus, for he was very 

1 I bnve found a note on the back of Council :— " Edinburgh, July 17, Ifr*. 

an old catalogue, in the handwriting of —The Council appoints that 1<X> marU 

Mr. Robert Henderson, son and succes- detained in the College Treasurrr* 

sor to Mr. William, hearing that ccr- hand the time of Mr. John Dunhj. 

tain books were given in by Mr. John late Bibliotheearius, his decease, f< : 

Dunlop' s brother as belonging to the the books that were then amissing. \ - 

Library ; and on the same page men- given in by the Treasurer to the Pr. 

tion is made of certain other books mar to be expended upon books." J 

wanting in Mr. Dunlop' s time. [As * [See the volume already mention**;, 

to these books, there is the following " The Catalogue of Graduates, etc." 

minute in the Records of the Town- Edinb., 1868, 8vo.] 
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distinct and accurate. Tins method, however, was 
not adopted till the year 1733. He was clerk to 
several meetings of delegates from the different 
Universities of Scotland, and the minutes he wrote 
of their proceedings have been preserved, and are 
curious. 

In the year 1636, soon after Mr. Kenneth Logic 
was appointed Librarian, certain regulations were 
drawn up, to be observed by those who should have 
the privilege of reading books in the Library. By 
these it was ordained, that no person should enter the 
Library without permission of the Keeper, or go out 
without his- knowledge : that none but those who were 
regularly admitted, and who had taken a solemn pro- 
mise to submit to the regulations, should have the 
privilege of reading the books : that none should touch 
any of the books but such as were delivered to him by 
the Keeper : that none be allowed to carry out a book : 
that none shall mark any book, either with ink or by 
doubling down the leaves : that if any one happen in- 
advertently to stain a book, he shall immediately in- 
form the Librarian, according to whose judgment he 
is to repair the damage to the Library : that none 
shall be permitted to read by candle-light, or to cany 
a book near the fire : that the hours for reading, while 
the College is open, shall be every day, except Sun- 
days, from ten o'clock till twelve, and in the afternoon, 
from two till four in winter ; in summer, the same, 
and likewise, from seven in the morning till nine : 
that upon a signal given at nine, at twelve, and at 
four in the afternoon, all shall immediately depart 
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from the Library : that no person shall read aloud, 
uor disturb others in the time of reading ; and if he 
has occasion to speak to another, it shall be by whis- 
pering : that whatever book any one has got after 
coming into the Library, he may, if he please, retain 
till the signal of quitting the room be given ; and no 
one shall Iv allowed to seize a book in the possession 
of another. 1 

Every one accordingly, before he could have the 
use of the Library, was required to come under a 
solemn obligation to obey these laws. 

Upon the 12th of December 1636, for the first time 
these conditions were agreed to, and subscribed by 
the Principal and Professors, and several others, in 
presence of Janies Cochrane, Andrew Ainslie, and 
Charles Hamilton, Bailies of Edinburgh, and Sir John 
Sinclair, Dean of Guild, and James Roughead, Trea- 
surer, with certain others of the CounciL 

The next day ten more entered, and subscribed be- 
fore the Principal, and Mr. Andrew Stevenson, Pro- 
fessor of Philosophy ; and this practice of entering and 
subscribing in presence of the Principal, and one or 
more Professors, or of one or two or more Professors, 
prevailed till the 20th of May 1650, on which day 
Mr. Robert Burnet appears as the last who subscribed 
and was admitted (the Principal and Professor Duncan 
Forrester being present), previous to an interruption 
of several years. 

It is to be observed, that there was an interval with 
respect to admitting any person to the privilege of 

i See theac laws in the book kept for admitting cires of the Library. 
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the Library, betwixt the 6th of May 1642, till the 
22d of March 1644. As the act was passed for build- 
ing the new room in April 1642, it is probable that 
this interruption was occasioned by the removing of 
the books into their new situation ; where they con- 
tinued till about the year 1753. 

The interval in the regular admission of persons to 
the use of the Library, and the obliging them to sub- 
scribe the laws — which interval commenced in the 
year 1650 — continued till about the end of the year 
1662, that is, during the time of Cromwell's usurpa- 
tion, and for some time after his death, till the Resto- 
ration, and towards the last years that Principal 
Adamson was at the head of the College, and during 
all the time that Mr. Robert Leighton was Principal 
But in Principal Colvill's time there is a note inserted 
in the Admission book, bearing, that the Principal and 
Professors caused the laudable custom by which per- 
sons admitted to the privilege of reading books in the 
Library were obliged to subscribe the usual laws, and 
which had been intermitted for many years on ac- 
count of the war, to l>e revived on the 11th of 
December 1662; and they themselves subscribed on 
that day, viz. : — 



William Colvill, Principal. 
William Keith t Professor of Divinity. 
Alexander Dickson, Professor of Hebrew 
William Tweedie, 

Professors of Philosophy. 



James Pillaii*, 
John Wishart, 
Hugh Smith, 



Z 
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Also, — 

William dimming, Professor of Humanity, on the 28th 
February 1663. 
And afterwards, — 
Thomas Bell, and 
William Henderson, librarian. 1 

imi Mr. William Henderson discharged the office of sole 
Hendemm, Librarian till 1684, when his son, Mr. Robert Hen 

Librarian. 

derson, was elected on the 21st of November, either 
in conjunction with him, or his sole successor, though 
more probably in the former way. 

Mr. Robert Henderson continued in office as Libra 
rian till the 25th of March 1747, a period of sixty-two 
years, much longer than any of his predecessors, or than 
any Professor had ever continued in the College of Edin- 
burgh. He had received an academical education, as 
appears from his having taken the degree of A.M. on 
the 28th of November 1683. When Mr. John Drum- 
mond, Professor of Humanity, was deprived of that 
office by the Parliamentary Visitors on the 25th of 
September 1690, Mr. Henderson appeared, as one of 
the candidates to succeed him, at the comparative 
trial held on the 5 th of November the same year. 
There were four other candidates, one of whom, Mr. 
Laurence Dundas, proved successful. 

1 Sec the Book. 
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In the year 1590, in consequence of a consultation 
hold between the Lords of Session and the Town- 
Council of Edinburgh, a contract was entered into, by 
which it was stipulated that the Lords of Session in 
the first place, the Town-Council in the second, and 
the Faculty of Advocates and Clerks to the Signet in 
the third, should contribute, each of the three parties, 
1 000 pounds Scots, making up the sum of 3000 pounds, 
for which the Town Council obliged themselves to pay 
300 pounds per annum for maintaining a Professor of 
Laws. In consequence of tins agreement Mr. Adam 
Newton, Advocate, l>egan to give lectures in the 
College publicly on the Latin language, or, as it was 
called, Humanity, probably with a view to prepare 
the students for the study of the Civil Law. But 
having entered upon his office without a due attention 
to the Town- Council, who are the general patrous of 
the University, and supposing, as it should seem, that 
the authority of the other contracting parties was suffi- 
cient, he w r as, on the 19th of June 1594, prohibited 
to teach in the College, after having given lectures for 
three years. In his stead was substituted, by consent 
of all the parties, Sir Adrian Damman, a native of 
Denmark, and then resident at the Court of Scotland, 
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as orator and agent for the estates of the Low Countries. 
This Professor likewise gave lectures only on Humanity, 
making no mention of Law ; and having held the office 
till the year 1597, he then resigned. Upon this the 
three parties entered into a new contract, whereby it 
was agreed that the annual interest of 2000 pounds of 
the stock should be employed for maintaining six 
bursars or scholars ; 50 marks being at that time 
thought sufficient for a provision to each bursar ; and 
the annuity arising from the remaining 1000 pounds 
was allotted as a salary for a private Professor of 
Humanity ; the other four Regents or Professors of 
Philosophy having at that time no more salary than 100 
pounds per annum each. It was agreed, at the same 
time, that this Professor of Humanity should be 
elected by six delegates, whereof two should be for 
the Lords of Session, two for the Town-Council, one 
for the Faculty of Advocates, and one for the Writers 
to the Signet, using the advice of the Principal of the 
College. 

1597. Mr. John Ray, a native of Angus, a person well 

I)eoeml>er. # 

SL J S£t advanced in life, who had great experience m teaching 
HumSy° privately, and who was esteemed well skilled in the 
Latin tongue, 1 was, on the 28th of December 1597, 
unanimously chosen, and was the first Professor of 
Humanity in the University of Edinburgh. He not 
only taught a private class, but frequently gave lectures 
on Humanity publicly. After he had held the office in 

i [" He had been employed in di- in the family of Mr. Alexander Guthrie, 

vers private charges before his coming Town-Clerk, attending his son."— 

to the College, and thereby well seen Crawford's History of the University 

in Humanity ; and at that time he was of Edinburgh, p. 41.] 
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the University for upwards of ten years, upon the re- 
signation of Mr. Alexander Hume, Rector of the High 
School of Edinburgh, 1 he preferred that charge to the 
Professorship of Humanity in the College, and was 
translated thither in October 1606, where he con- 
tinued till his death, which took place in February 
1630 ; almost twenty-four years. 2 

Mr. Blase Colt, son of Mr. Oliver Colt, Advocate, uwe. 

Mr. Blase 

a young man greatly distinguished for his knowledge g$e£S I,d 
not only of the Latin, but the Greek tongue, was 
elected Professor of Humanity, instead of Mr. John 
Ray, by the Lords of Session, Town-Council, Advo- 
cates and Writers to the Signet, on the 5th of De- 
cember 1606. He died in the year 1611, much 
regretted, being greatly esteemed for his learning and 
the politeness of his manners, and was succeeded by 
his eldest brother, 

Mr. Oliver Colt, Advocate, who, after many Mr $J er 
years practice of the Law, to which he had been bred, - 
became wearied of that profession, and was unani- 
mously chosen Professor of Humanity in place of his 
younger brother. But he did not long continue in 
that office. Having studied Divinity, he received a 
call to be minister of Holyrood-house, and resigned 

i [Hume bad been Rector of the High a " tribute to the memory of his much- 
School " ten years, with great commen- loving and beloved master." The fol- 
dation of the truly learned." — Craw- lowing are the concluding lines : — 
ford's History of the University of "Bright Ray of learning, which so clear 
Edinburgh, p. 64. See also Dr. Ste- didst stream, 

ven's History of the High School of Farewell, soul which so many souls did 

Edinburgh.] frame. 

1 [See p. 93 ; also Crawford's History Many Olympiad es about shall come, 

of the University of Edinburgh, p. 117. Ere earth llke ***** another ** n entorab " 

William Drummond of Hawthorn- — Drummond's Poems, Maitland Club 

den, who had studied under Ray, wrote edition, p. 400.] 
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his Professorship in the month of November of th 
same year 1611. 

Mr. Rorert Burnet, son to Bumet of Bams b 
Fi^wT Tweeddale, was, by comparative trial, elected to sue- 
fe ** or ceed Mr. Oliver Colt His only competitor 

Galbraith, son of Valentine Galbraith, burgess d 
Edinburgh ; and the candidates appearing to tht 
judges to be equally well qualified, the affair wa> 
decided by lot, in consequence of which Mr. Burnet 
was preferred How long he held the office does not 
appear, but he was succeeded by — 

Mr AtJ«.lrew 

Mr. Andrew Stevenson, son to a burgess of Edin 

SleVrtlSotl, 

fclLf™ burgh of the same name, who had, in the year 161 J. 
been chosen, by comparative trial, Regent or Pro 
fessor of Philosophy in place of Mr. Andrew Young, 
who was afflicted by a disease that threatened to be 
very lingering. But he obtained the office upon con- 
dition that he should retire, in case Mr. Young should 
recover his health ; and Mr. Young having actually 
recovered, resumed his office accordingly. Mr. Ste- 
venson, who retired for some time, afterwards suc- 
ceeded Mr. Burnet in the Professorship of Humanity, 
which office he held at the time of Mr. Young s death 
in the year 1623 ; and then he succeeded him again, 
after an interval of twelve years, as one of the Pro- 
fessors of Philosophy, which occasioned a vacancy in 
the Professorship of Humanity. 
10 .>3. Mr. Samuel Rutherford having stood a com- 

iilthSX, punitive trial, was preferred to the office of Professor 

hixth Pro- 1 . 

of Humanity in the year 1G23, — the same year in 
which the celebrated Mr. John Adamson was chosen 
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Principal of the College. He held the Professorship 
only till about the end of the year 1625, when he 
found it prudent to resign. 

Mr. Thomas Crawford, after a very strict com- 1620. 

Mr. Thomaa 

parative trial, next obtained, on the 29th of March 1626, gJ^Sr 1 * 
this office, which he held till the death of Mr. John PwtoBW * 
Kay, Rector of the High School, and fQrmerly Pro- 
fessor of Humanity in the College, in February 1630; 
and then the Council elected him successor to Mr. 
Ray in the charge of the High School, from whence 
he was again translated to the College, where he held 
the offices of Regent in Philosophy, and also Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics, with great reputation for many 
years. 

Mr. John Armour was, by comparative trial, im. 
chosen, on the 12th of March 1630, to succeed Mr. A t ™° 1 ur » 

' 1 eighth 

Crawford in the Professorship of Humanity ; which he ProfC88or 
held till the month of December 1633, when he was 
called to a Professorship of Philosophy at St. Andrews. 

Mr. Alexander Gibson, the son of a Writer, was 1A „ 
next chosen, being favoured by the Episcopal faction, ander Gib- 
which had then become very powerful, and preferred »^ 
by them to another candidate, Mr. Archibald Newton, 
son to a burgess of Edinburgh, who was known to be 
of far superior ability to the successful candidate. 
Mr. Gibson was elected to the office on the 21st 
of December 1633. But, in October 1636, to the 
surprise of his friends, he accepted of a call to be 
master of the grammar-school of the Canongate. 

Mr. James Wiseman, master of the grammar-school 
at Linlithgow, offered himself as a candidate to suc- 
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i«36. ceed to the vacant Professorship of Humanity ; and, 

Nov. lh r J 

wLm«n? tnere being no competitor, he was admitted to that 
ta2o J r Pro " office on the 11th of November 1636; which again 
became vacant on the 10th of November 1638, Mr. 
Wiseman having been then appointed one of the Pro- 
fessors of Philosophy. 
i«38, Mr. Robert Young, 1 who had attained the degree 

Nov. 14. ^ 

Y.m^ bert °f Master of Arts at Glasgow, was next chosen, after 
fiLor. a comparative trial, Professor of Humanity, on the 
16th of November 1638. After holding the office for 
five years, being esteemed an eloquent preacher, he 
was presented by the Town-Council to the church of 
Dumbarney, in the year 1644. 
lW4 . Mr. James Pillans, son of a citizen of Edinburgh, 
KiuSir* after a strict comparative trial, was chosen to succeed 

twelfth r 

profe«or. jfp R 0Der t Young, and was Professor of Humanity 
till November 29th in the year 1652, when he was 
chosen one of the four Philosophy Professors, in the 
room of Mr. Andrew Suttie. 
mm. Mr. John Wishart was elected Professor of Hu- 

Mr. John 

thllKStii nianity on the 9th of March 1653, in place of Mr. 
James Pillans chosen a Regent of Philosophy ; but he 
probably held the office no longer than about the end 
of the session ; for, in October of this same year, we 
find by the College Register that he had the charge 
of the Bejan class in place of Mr. Duncan Forrester. 
ir,%A. Mr. William Forbes was chosen to succeed Mr. 

Mr. William 1111 1 

Jmrt^nth J° nn Wishart, probably about the beginning of the 
year 2 1654 ; and, on the 7th of March 1656, he 

i [" Son to Mr. Andrew Young, bit » (March 1st. Town-Council 
ministerat AlHTcorn. " — Crawford's HU- cord*.] 
tory of the University, p. 134 ] 
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appointed Regent of Philosophy in place of Mr. James 
Wiseman deceased. The office of Professor of Hu- 
manity being thus vacant, the Town-Council, upon 
the 2d of April 1656, appointed Mr. John Jossie and 
Mr. Thomas Kincaid to wait on the College of Justice, 
joint patrons with them of this Professorship, and 
inform them that several persons had suggested the 
propriety of taking this opportunity of abolishing the 
office of Professor of Humanity, as prejudicial not 
only to the grammar-school bat to the College itself ; 
and they proposed that the salary should be applied 
to some other purpose for the advancement of learn- 
ing. But it should seem that the College of Justice 
were not of this opinion ; for we find that the Town- 
Council, on the 11th of the same month, received and 
admitted Mr. John Cruickshanks to be Master of the 
Humanity class till the beginning of the ensuing 
August, when the session was to conclude ; and, on 
the 3d of the ensuing October, a consultation was held 
by the Town Council and College of Justice about 
the Humanity class, the result of which was a reso- 
lution to hold a comparative trial for a new Professor. 
Mr. James M'Gowan, in coasequence of being most i*™ 

1 ° Mr Jnuir* 

approved by the judges in the comparative trial, was, 
on the 14th of November, elected, and was the fif- Pn,f, * Bwr 
teenth Professor of Humanity in the College of Edin- 
burgh. But he remained in the office only for about 
two years; for, on the 15th of October 1G58, he 
appeared before the Town- Council, attended by Mr. 
James Pillans and Mr. William Tweedie, two of the 
Philosophy Regents, and, on account of sickness, re- 
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signed his office, by delivering a pen into the hand of 
the Provost. On the 1 7th of November, a report was 
made to the Town-Council that their Commissioners 
had met in the College, with Judge Mosley and Judge 
Ker, and Alexander Nisbet, W.S. (Air. John Nisbet, 
Advocate, being absent), and had chosen Mr. Hugh 
Smith Professor of Humanity, 
law. Mr. Hugh Smith was chosen, November 17, 1658, 

Mr. Hugh 

Xrt^nth m pk* ce °f Air- James M'Gown resigned, but not by 
Pn>fe * aor comparative trial He held the Professorship of 
Humanity till the 29th of October 1662, when he re- 
signed ; and on the 1st of December he was elected 
by the Council to succeed the celebrated Mr. Thomas 
Crawford as one of the Professors of Philosophy, 
upon an ample and honourable recommendation by 
his colleagues. He did not, however, survive this last 
choice three years, having died of a hectic fever about 
the middle of August 1665. 
1663. Mr. William Cumming was chosen to succeed Mr. 

Mr. William _ <• • • • i 

^' n . in u"*'th Hugh Smith, after a very strict comparative trial, on 



the 16th of February 1663, and was the seventeenth 
Professor of Humanity. A particular account of this 
trial, expressed in elegant Latin, is preserved in an 
imperfect record extant in the public Library, en- 
titled " Tabuloe petentium et adeuntium Professiones 
publicas in Academia Jacobi Regis Edinburgen&, post 
ineuntem annum Domini 1663." And, as it shows 
the form of proceeding adopted also in other cases 
of this kind, it may be considered as a piece of curious 
information. It is in substance as follows : — 

" Upon notice being given of a vacancy in the Pro- 
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fessorship of Humanity to the College of Justice, who 
(iii consequence of the original contract entered into 
with the Town-Council, vesting in them two-thirds 
of the patronage of this office) are concerned in sup- 
plying such a vacancy, they delegated four of their 
number, according to the different ranks of which 
their body consists ; and the Town-Council also dele- 
gated two out of their own number. On this occasion 
the two named by the Lords of Session were Sir 
James Robertoun of Bedley, and Sir David Nevoy of 
Eeidy, knights ; by the Town-Council, Robert Sandi- 
lands, Dean of Guild, and John Milne, chief of the 
Kings masons ; by the Faculty of Advocates, Mr. 
John Ellis, their Dean ; and by the Writers, Mr. Wil- 
liam Sharp, Keeper of the Signet. These six dele- 
gates, after consulting together, appointed a meeting 
to be held on the 1st of January 1663, in the upper 
hall of the University. There, in presence of the Lord 
Provost and others of the Town-Council, who ap- 
peared in right of their general patronage of the 
University, for the interest of the City and Univer- 
sity, after prayer, according to custom, the fore- 
mentioned judges first inquired of the Rev. Mr. Wil- 
liam Colvill, Principal of the College, concerning the 
usual style and manner of substituting a Professor of 
Humanity. Upon this he desired the Regents who, 
from frequent practice, were well acquainted with all 
these circumstances, to give a distinct and candid 
account of them. After this the judges, with the 
approbation of the Lord Provost, ordained that by a 
program to be affixed, as soon as possible, in all the 
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cities being seats of Universities in this kingdom, and 
in all the Universities themselves, notice should be 
given to all who were skilled in Philology, that the 
Professorship thereof in this place, now vacant, would 
most certainly be conferred on the person who, after 
producing proper certificates of his character by those 
acquainted with him, and submitting to the trial pre- 
scribed by the judges against the 9th of February 
next, should obtain their highest approbation in point 
of erudition and moral character. Copies of the pro- 
gram were undertaken to be sent to Aberdeen by the 
Lord Provost ; to Glasgow by Lord Bedley ; and to 
St. Andrews by Mr. Sharp ; which was done by them 
accordingly. 

" On the 9th of February, in the place appointed, 
appeared seven young men, and declared themselves 
candidates for the vacant office, upon the terms pro- 
posed ; and wrote down their names, not in any par- 
ticular order, but as each happened to stand nearest, 
as follows : — 



1. Mr. Robert Baron. 

2. Mr. William Turner. 
7. Mr. Thomas Bell. 



5. Mr. John Law. 

3. Mr. William Cumming. 
C. Mr. Robert Hume. 

4. Mr. Humphrey Galbraith. 



"The candidates being then ordered to withdraw 
into the Library, the judges agreed that on the 12th 
of the same month, in the lower hall of the University, 
the said candidates should be required, by way of 
public exhibition of their skill in polite literature 
(without prejudice of the private examination after- 
wards to be enjoined), in presence of all the patrons 
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of such literature to be convened thither by program, 
to illustrate in a short and perspicuous Latin para- 
phrase, with apt observations, the prologue to the 
Satires of Persius, each of them being allowed one 
half-hour by the glass and no more. The candidates 
being called back, the Rev. Principal stated to them 
the whole method and rules of the future examination ; 
and upon their assenting to the proposals, they were 
commanded to decide by lot the order in which they 
were to be called upon at the examination ; and the 
lots happened according to the figures prefixed as 
above to their names ; after which this meeting was 
closed with prayer. 

"On the 12th of February all the candidates 
appeared, except Mr. Bell, who was detained by the 
death of his father, a respectable citizen. On this 
account, his examination, at his own request, was put 
off* till the 16th of the same month. Robert Hume, 
likewise, who had waited his turn for three hours and 
a half, being taken suddenly ill, obtained the same 
favour with Mr. Bell. 

"On the 16th, accordingly, Hume first, and then 
Bell, performed the public exercise prescribed to the 
candidates. Upon this, the meeting being dismissed, 
the Lord Provost, with the judges, the Principal, and 
several of the Council and ministers of the city, the 
Regents, with the seven candidates, went up by them- 
selves into the upper hall. Then the candidates, con- 
ducted by one of the Regents, were desired to retire 
into the Library, from whence, after consultation held 
among the judges, each, according to the order formerly 
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decided by lot, was introduced separately by the Re 
' gent ; when a private exercise was prescribed to them, 
first of Latin, consisting of a passage of Apuleius, to Ik? 
turned into Scots ; and then of Greek, consisting of a 
passage of Isocrates, to be turned into Latin. When 
each in order had performed tins task, they were aU 
desired to return to the Library. Then, after delibera- 
tion among the judges for the purpose of ascertaining 
the most meritorious candidate, it was agreed that 
they should all at once be summoned again into the 
hall ; and that the thanks of the meeting should be 
given to them in polite terms by the Principal, for 
the great ardour they had displayed in the cause of 
elegant literature ; and that he should assure them that 
each of them deserved to fill an academical chair, but 
as there was only one vacant, one of them only could 
have it ; and that the judges had thought fit to declare 
in favour of Mr. William Cumming, on account of his 
possessing somewhat of superiority to the other candi- 
dates in point of years and experience ; and that they 
had no doubt but he would prove an ornament to the 
profession which he had thus obtained." 

Mr. Cumming, however, remained in this office only 
about two years ; for, on the 2 2d of February 1665, 
he was elected Professor of Philosophy, in place of 
Mr. William Tweedie, who had died on the 8 th day 
of the same month ; and after discharging the duties 
of this last Professorship no longer than towards the 
conclusion of the session, he accepted an invitation 
from the Earl of Argyle, about the end of June, to 
undertake the education of his eldest son, the Lord Lorn. 
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Mr. Andrew Ross was the next who obtained the w> 

Mr Andrew 

Professorship of Humanity, having been successful in SST t h elgh 
a comparative trial with another candidate, whose Profu,80r 
name was Kirkwood. He was chosen March 10, 
1G65, but continued in the office no longer than to 
the month of November of the same year 1665, when 
he was promoted to a vacant Professorship of Philo- 
sophy ; an office which he filled only for two years, 
having died in August 1667. 

Mr. Thomas Bell, who had been one of seven i**, 
candidates when Mr. William Gumming proved sue- g^qgy 
cessful, appeared again to contend for this office, with rSS£** 
four new candidates, whose names were George Lan- 
dells, Robert M'Clellan, William Gulon, and Gasper 
Kellie. The judges hesitated for some time betwixt 
Mr. Bell and Mr. M'Clellan. At last, in respect that 
Mr. Bell had appeared to very great advantage on the 
former trial, and was on this occasion fully equal to 
his competitor, and had, besides, the advantage of 
him in point of age, they determined unanimously in 
his favour. He was accordingly elected, December 6, 
1665. Having discharged the duties of this office 
for ten years with great reputation, he died about the 
end of February 1676. 

Mr. Gilbert M'Murdo succeeded Mr. Bell, in con- 
sequence of being found superior to four other candi- *' M "j*K rt 
dates who contended with him on this occasion, on pTufe ** or 
the 3d day of April 1676, and was the eighteenth Pro- 
fessor. He remained in this station till the death of 
Mr. John Wood, Professor of Philosophy, which hap- 
pened ou the 22d of March 1G79, and was on the 2d 
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of April chosen Mr. Wood's successor by the Town- 
Council, upon the recommendation of his colleagues. 
He continued Professor of Philosophy till the time of 
his death, which happened in the year 1683. 
1679. Mr. Alexander Cunningham having proved suc- 

Mr. Alex- & r 

ningh« c m, n * cessful in a competition with Mr. Robert Monteith, 
pmfeiwr. the only other candidate who stood upon this occasion, 
was admitted to the Professorship of Humanity in 
April 1 6 V 9, and was the 2 1 st Professor. Having taught 
Humanity with great applause about ten years, he 
was then made one of the Professors of Philosophy in 
consequence of the death of Mr. Alexander Cockburn. 
ice©. Mr. John Drummond was chosen, by the delegates 

Mr. John . , 

JJJJJ? ond ' appointed by the patrons to fill up this office, on the 
* econa 2 Oth of February 1689; but on the 2 5 th of September 



the following year he was deposed by the Visitors of 
the University, for refusing to take the oaths of alle- 
giance to King William and Queen Mary; upon which 
a new election was held by comparative trial. 
Mr. Mr. Laurence Dundas, upon the trial which was 

twenty- " held on the 5th of November 1690, was preferred to 

third * 

profeHiwr. 0 t ner three competitors ; and, on the 28 th of the same 
month, he was invested with the office of Professor of 
Humanity. After the year 1708, when a new arrange- 
ment took place respecting the mode of teaching Greek 
and Philosophy, it was agreed that the students of the 
Humanity class should be matriculated in the same 
manner with those of Greek and Philosophy, which 
had not formerly been the practice. Accordingly, Mr. 
Dundas's class, which had convened in October 1709, 
was matriculated on the 1st of March 1710; on which 
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occasion sixty-nine students of Humanity entered their 
names in the Album. Before this period there is no 
record extant of the numbers of students of Humanity 
attending this University. In the class commencing 
in October 171G, and matriculated on the 2Gth of 
February 1717, there appear seventy-seven names in 
the list, which seems to be the most numerous class 
ever taught by Mr. Laurence Dundas. It may be 
supposed, however, that several were absent on this 
occasion; which was probably the case then, as well as 
now, at the matriculation. 

Mr. Dundas taught with great reputation till the 
year 1727, when he resigned. 1 He died near the end 
of the year 1734. He had acquired a considerable 
fortune ; and, among other legacies, he bequeathed 
9000 marks Scots, as a perpetual fund for educating 
three bursars. The deed of Mortification appears in 
the Records of the University for the 26th of May 
1735. 

Mr. Adam Watt was elected Professor of Huma 

Mr. A<lnm 

nity in the year 1727, in place of Mr. Laurence Dun- ^\ y . 
das, who had resigned ; and he was the twenty-fourth ^ 
Professor. He taught till the time of his death, 
which happened in March 1734. 

Mr. John Ker, formerly Professor of Greek in Mr 
King's College, Aberdeen, 2 being elected by the usual }™ 

f.-«Hor. 

1 [Dundas gave in his resignation, Of Edinburgh. He was the author of 
after having taught the class for the " Donaides," and other works. His 
long period of thirty-seven years, in Latin version of the " Cantiruin Solo- 
favour of Adam Watt, son of his old moiiis," Edinb. 1727, small 8vo, is in- 
friend, the City clerk of Edinburgh.] eluded in Lauder's collection, entitled 

*( Ker had previously Wen one ol the " Poetarum Seotomm Musje Same," 

classical Masters in the High School Kdinb. 1739, 2 vols. Svo.] 

2 A 

r 
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1741 

Mr George 
Stuart, 
t wentv- 
sixth i»n>- 



(It-legates from the College of Justice and Town-Coun- 
cil, to succeed Mr. Adam Watt, deceased, was, by the 
Lord Provost in person, attended by several of the 
Magistrates, presented to the Senatus Academicus on 
the 4th of October 1734. He taught till the time of 
his death, which happened on the 19th of November 
1741 ; and, at a meeting of the Senatus Academicus, 
held on the 20th, his son was desired to teach the 
class till it should be otherwise supplied. 

Mr. George Stuart having been elected by the 
usual delegates Professor of Humanity, in place of Mr. 
Ker, deceased, and Mr. Robert Hunter having been 
elected by the Town-Council Professor of Greek, they 
were both on the same day, being the 17th of Decem- 
ber 1741, introduced into the Senatus Academicus, by 
the College Bailie, the Dean of Guild, and several of 
the Council ; but before their commissions were read, 
the Rev. Dr. William Wishart, Principal, in his own 
name and in that of his colleagues, signified to the de- 
puties from the Council, that, whereas it had been the 
constant custom, that before the presenting any per- 
sons elected to such offices in this University, the 
Professors were required to take trial of them, and 
make a report to the Magistrates and Council of their 
sufficiency ; this having been omitted in the present 
case, the Masters of the University had, by themselves, 
considered the qualifications of these gentlemen, and 
were content to receive and admit them to the respec- 
tive offices, not only on account of other evidences 
they had of their qualifications, but particularly as 
Mr. Hunter was in the practice of teaching Greek sue- 
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cessfully, and Mr. Stuart had boon in the like practice 
of teaching Latin ; l)ut that they found it incumbent 
upoo them to insist that this should be no precedent 
in prejudice of their right of trying persons chosen to 
the like offices in time coming, and rejecting any who 
upon such trial should be found insufficient. After 
this, the commissions l>eing read, they were received 
and admitted to their respective offices, by the Senatus 
Academic us, in the usual manner. 
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i. 

Elegiac Vekses to the Memory of Principal 
Rollock.- (Page 39.) 

The authors of these verses, written all in Latin, except one copy in 
Greek by Mr. Henry Charteris, were, — Mr. Robert Pont, minister 
of St. Cuthbert's Church, Edinburgh; Mr. Alexander Ruthven, 
brother to the Earl of Gowrie ; Sir Adriau Damman of Bystcrveldt, 
who had taught Humanity for several years in the College; Mr. 
Thomas Craig; Mr. John Johnstone; Mr. Henry Charteris, Bol- 
lock's successor; Mr. William Craig, Professor of Philosophy; Mr. 
John Adamson, afterwards Principal; Mr. David Barclay; Mr. John 
Ray, Professor of Humanity; Mr. George Greir; Mr. William Arthur; 
Mr. Thomas Bcllenden ; Mr. John Scott ; Mr. Nathaniel Udward ; 
Mr. George Douglas ; Mr. David Hume ; Mr. Alexander Hume : 
and Mr. Hercules Rollock. These verses are subjoined to the 
Latin Account of Rollock's Life and Death, written by Mr. George 
Robertson, Professor of Philosophy, and afterwards one of the 
ministers of Edinburgh. [It has the following title : " Vitas et 
mortis D. Roberti Rolloci Scoti narratio. Scripta per Georgium 
Robertsonum. Adjcctis in eundem quorundam Epitaphiis. Edin- 
burgh apud Heuricum Charteris, 1599." 12mo.] The verses 
themselves are certainly not inferior to any of the kind composed 
by scholars in other countries of Europe at that period, which was 
the age of modern Latin Poetry. Buchanan, who had died the 
very year before Rollock began to teach in the College of Edin- 
burgh, had been styled, by the universal suffrage of the learned. 
" Poetarum sui scculi facile princeps." As Robertson's Account 
of Rollock's Life and Death is now extremely searee, I shall 
subjoin a specimen of these verses : — 

Dk me, deque meo meruit tua fratre voluntas 
De te veruin index ut moriente loquar. 
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Nobiscum hunc orbem donee, Rolloce, tenebas, 

Mortales inter Numinis instar ents. 
Morte (quod optabas) idem nunc additus astris, 

Implebis merita laude superstes humuni. 

M. A. Ruthven is. 

Po\\d»cop hth'Tjcriv &Ta<foa\ly<ri XCfocvra, 

2<l)fjLa.Tos fjo atrovs m'ST-s d</>« vra rrdvovt 
Ov\v/xiroy 5' dpapavra Qlov (HovXrjais fawytv 

Ate* t<P Xpi<rr$ <rvfxfia<Ti\€v4fia«H. 
'karpa y&p uxpXrjaav /Saivcw ivl ofopara, riant, 

EMpirj, K6fffios, iravrodawat, r' apcral. 
Kal Tporepbv y tuci* fit oitp&vw firpcTr' &Xi}0ovs 

'AXXovs vaidt i',ra^' &yt>a K{\ev$a iraTci*. 

Henbicus Charterisus. 

Aliud. 

Dum vitam ambiret, toto vivebat in orbe 

Rollocus, sol is qua micat igne globus. 
Vidit et ingemuit, non ha?c mea vita, nec orbis 

.Jure, inquit, civem nie ferat esse suum. 
Vita mihi est Christus, ccelum est mea patria, cuncta? 

Res mundi mihi sunt stercora, damna, nihil. 
Audiit hos gemitus summa qui spectat ab arce : 

Ergo veni in patriam, mox ait, ergo veni. 
Jam jam adeunda tibi est fulgentis regia cceli ; 

Ut vita optata sic potiaris ovans. 

Aliud. 

QUJEBIS viator tumulus iste quern tegat / 
Nemo referre posset hoc plene tibi. 
Audire verbo si tamen verum cupis I 
Operta virtus omnis hoc cippo jacet. 

HENRICU8 ClIARTERISUS. 

M. A. Ruthvenus, the author of the first of these pieces, was 
Mr. Alexander Ruthven, third son to the first, and brother to the 
second Earl of Gowrie. The mention made of his brother's obli 
gation to Rollock, as well as his own, is a proof of this, as they 
both studied at the College of Edinburgh, and took the Master's 
degree ; the Earl on the 12th of August 1593, in Mr. Ferme's class : 
and Alexander on the 29th of July 1598, in Mr. Charteris s class. 
M. prefixed to his name is for Magister," which then only those 
who took the degree were called. 
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[It is surprising that Professor Dalzcl should have overlooked a 
manuscript volume in the University Library which contains a Life of 
Rollock, evidently prepared for the press by his colleague, Henry 
Charteris, who succeeded him as Principal. It is added to a Com- 
mentary on the First Epistle of Peter, by Rollock, revised and 
completed by Charteris in 1627. It also includes the elegiac verses 
above mentioned, with the exception of the lines quoted by Alex- 
ander Ruthven, which, no doubt, were purposely omitted, but with 
additional verses by Mr. Robert Boyd, Mr. William Hart, Mr. 
George Thomson, Mr. John Douglas, Mr. James Coldin, Mr. 
Adam Abernethy, and Mr. Andrew Melville. This Life was first 
printed in 1826, for the Bannatyuc Club, as the sequel to a reprint 
of Robertsou's Narratio, 1 599, along with the complete series of 
these elegiac verses. The Life by Charteris was again printed, with 
a translation by Mr. W. M. Gunn, in the first volume of Bollock's 
Select Works, 1849, Kvo, for the W r odrow Society.] 

II. 

The Printed Theses of the Regents and Students 

of Philosophy. 

[Professor Dalzel frequently refers to the Philosophical Theses, 
which were printed before the day fixed for the graduation of Mas- 
ters of Arts. No complete scries of these Theses exists ; and the 
earliest one that has been discovered is that for the year 1596. In 
1599 and subsequent years, the names of the candidates, as well as 
of the presiding Regent, are affixed, with a dedication to the Provost 
and Magistrates of Edinburgh, or to some person of distinction. Till 
1632, these Theses were printed in quarto, with the exception of two 
in small folio. Some of the following years have not been met with ; 
but from 1641 till the close of the seventeenth century, the form usually 
adopted (known as broadsides, from being printed only on one side 
of the leaf) was a folio sheet in small type, and in two or more 
columns. The quarto size was again resumed, for a few years, be- 
fore the change in the course of study, which took place in 170H, 
when the custom of public disputations for the honour of A.M. was 
laid aside; although occasionally persons ambitious of distinction 
prepared a separate philosophical dissertation on some subject of 
Philosophy, which was printed in the same quarto form. 

From the Register of Laurcations, mentioned at page 17, by Pro- 
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fcssor Palzcl, compared with the names which appear in the various 
printed Theses alluded to, the Editor of this work prepared M A 
Catalogue of the Graduates in the Faculties of Arts. Divinity, and 
Law, of the University of Edinburgh, since its Foundation. Edin- 
burgh : 1858." 8vo. It may be added, that a similar Catalogue of 
the Edinburgh Graduates in Medicine, from the institution of the 
Medical Faculty in 1 726, had previously been printed. As each 
candidate was required to submit a dissertation on some particular 
topic, and being uniformly printed in an octavo size (excepting the 
earlier ones), the collection, during the course of upwards of 130 
years, forms a most voluminous series. The subject of each Thesis 
is specified in the printed lists of the Medical Graduates.] 



111. 

The Discipline of the College of Edinburgh, December 
3, 1G28: Wherein is contained the Offices and 
Duties of the Professors, Masters, Scholars, Bur 
sars, and Servants, as it has been observed many 

YEARS AGO.- (Page 91.) 

Thm Okdkk of tub Fikst Ykak. 

In the beginning of October the entrant students to the discip- 
line of the College are exercised in Latin authors, chiefly in Cicero, 
and turning of Scots into Latin and Latin into Scots ; and the 
Regent is to examine these versions both in the etymology, construc- 
tion, and in the right writing of them, until the Primar give and 
examine a common theme. 

The common theme being examined, Clenard's Greek Grammar 
is continually taught, in which, when they come to the annotations 
on the nouns, the practice of the rules is joined with the Grammar 
out of some part of the New Testament. Then are taught the first 
and second orations of Isocrates, and also one or two others of the 
s iiiio author, and of the poets, Phocilides, the first book of Hcaiod. 
with some books of Homer. 

About the middle of May are taught ltamus's Logics, and with 
the Logics, some Latin themes to be turned into Greek, and some 
in Greek to be turned into Latin. 

What they hear at the beginning out of the New Testament, the 
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first oration of Isocrates and Phocilides, or the first book of Hesiod, 
they commit to memory ; and what is taught during the week they 
repeat on the Saturday mornings with a clear voice in the Master's 
audience ; on that same day they dispute betwixt ten and twelve 
o'clock. On the morning of the Lord's day the Catechism is 
taught. 

Thk Order of the Second Year. 

From the beginning of October they arc exercised in repeating 
those things which were taught in the former year ; and near the 
end of October they are examined on the same. 

The examinations being ended, they are examined in themes and 
versions, until the Greek theme be taught by the Primar ; which 
uses to be taught the day after the common theme (foresaid) is 
given. 

After the Greek theme is taught Talanis' Rhetoric with Cassan- 
der, or the like, together with Apthonius's Progymnasmata. After- 
wards they make orations to exercise their style in Logic and 
Rhetoric. 

In the beginning of January Aristotle's Organon is begun to be 
taught, beginning at Porphyry's Isagoge ; and in that year are 
• taught the books of the Categories on the Interpretation of the 
Prior Analytics, the first, second, and eight of the Topics, and the 
two books of Sophistics. 

In the end of the year is taught a compeud of Arithmetic. 

On the Saturday they dispute on Logic theses in their private 
schools. But on the first Saturday of May, at three o'clock in the 
afternoon, they begin to have orations in public ; and they have 
each days appointed, until all of them have declaimed before the 
end of the year. 

On the Lord's day, in the morning, the Regent goes on in the 
explication of the Catechism. 

The Okder of the Third Class. 

In the beginning of the third year, they repeat what was taught 
in the former year, until the examinations. 

After the examinations, the Regent teaches his scholars the 
Hebrew Grammar, and exercises them in Logical analysis and 
Rhetoric, in what authors he thinks best, until a public examina- 
tion of their progress in analysis is made by the Primar ; which 
usually takes place the day after the Greek theme (foresaid) is 
given and examined. 
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The trial of their ability in analysis being made, the Regent goe> 
on to teach his scholars the two books of the Posteriores in uV 
Logics, aud then teaches the first, second, the half of the third, the 
fifth and sixth books of the Ethics, afterwards the five first book? of 
the Acroamatics (or general Physics), and teaches a short compend 
of the three last. 

In the end of the year the anatomy of the human body is de 
scribed. 

On the Saturdays they dispute in their private schools on these* 
which the Regent prescribes out of those things which they have 
heard. 

On the Lord's day, some commonplace of Divinity is taught. 

The Order of the Fourth Class. 

In the beginning of the fourth year, after the vacation, all those 
things which were formerly learned arc repeated, until the two in- 
ferior classes be examined. 

The examinations being ended, they begin the books de Cock. 
(i.e., concerning thu heavens), aud the Regent teaches the fir>t 
book, the greater part of the second and fourth ; which being per 
fected, the Sphere of John de Sacrobosco is taught, with somt 
theorems of the planets, to the fourth chapter ; as also the tnorv 
notable constellatious arc shown in the book, in the Celestial Globe, 
and in the heaveus. 

Then are taught most exactly the books de Ortu (i.e., of genera- 
tion), and the books de Metcoris, as much as sufficeth. Then are 
taught the three books de Anima (i.e., concerning the soul). 

In the beginning of May they begin to repeat all those things 
learned in the Logics and Philosophy. 

In the time of the repetitions Hunter's Cosmography is taught . 
and afterwards they are exercised in disputiug, chiefly on the 
theses, which they are publicly to defend at the laureation. 

On the Lord's day, in the morning, they are exercised in common 
places of Theology, and on the most necessary controversies. 

The Bachelors, after they have learned in the third year the 
first four chapters of the first book de Demonstratione, convene in 
the Magistraud school at five o'clock at night, and there dispute 
with the Magistrands, every one of them having a Magistraud for 
his antagonist, the choice being made by the Regents, who likewise 
prescribe the matter of disputation, and so they exercise theniselve." 
till six. 
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In like manner, upon the Saturdays from ten o'clock, all the 
three superior classes dispute in the public schools ; the Magis- 
trands first give the theses, then the Bachelors, and thirdly, the 
Semies ; and so by turns in circle. These public disputations are 
begun so soon as the Seiuies have learned Porphyry's Isagoge, from 
whence the matter of disputation is taken. 

These disputations are continued until the examination of the 
Magistrands. 

The Order of the Humanity Class. 

In this class are taught classic and historical authors, orators, 
poets. They translate themes out of Latin into Scots and from 
Scots into Latin. They are also sometimes exercised in making 
of verses. In the morning they repeat their task in the Grammar, 
and also Talaeus' Rhetoric uses to be taught, both for the precepts 
and the illustrious examples. 

The University being dismissed, and the Magistrands laureat, 
they learn somewhat of the Greek, that they may learn to decline 
and conjugate, and so they are exercised to the month of September. 

On the Lord's day they learn the Catechism ; on the Saturdays 
some of Buchanan's psalms are taught; and an account of their 
prelections is rendered upon Monday morning. 

The vacation being ended, they are examined by the Regents 
both in those things they have learned, and in those things which 
they have added by their own private studies. 

The Order of the Examinations. 

The first class is examined by three Regents, whereof one 
cxamineth the prose, another the poesy, the third the Logics ; and 
not only do they use to make trial of those things which were 
taught, but also of those things which every one has added by his 
own proper and private studies. 

The second class likewise is examined by three Regents of those 
things which were learned the former year. The first examinator 
makes a trial of each in Porphyry's Isagoge and the Categories ; 
the second in the book dc Interpretatione and the prior Analytics ; 
the third in the Topics and Sophistics. 

This examination beiug ended, the highest class undergoes 
examination of all those things which they have formerly learned 
in Aristotle. Every one of them is examined by each of the three 
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Regeuts of the inferior classes. After this order, the first Regent 
makes trial, in the first plaee. in the* common parts of Logic ; thr 
second, in the p<»sterior Analytics ; the third, in the Topics and 
Sophistical Captions. In the next place, the first Regent makt^ 
trial in the two books of geueral Physics; the second, in the other 
three books ; and the third, in the Ethics. 

In the end of the year they are again examined before thi 
Laureation by the four Regents, the Regent of the Humanity clas> 
being joined to the former three. And each of the four Regent* 
examines each student twice. In the first place, the first of th* 
four Regents examines ou the common part of the Logics ; th« 
second, on the books de Demonstratione ; the third, on the Topic* 
and Sophistics ; and the fourth, on the Ethics. The second time, 
the first makes examination on the common part of the Physics . 
the second, on the books de Ccelo (i.e., concerning the heavens', 
and the Sphere ; the third, on de Ortu (i.e., concerning the genera- 
tion or original of all things), and of the Meteors; and the fourth, 
de Anima ? i.e., concerning the soul). 

Before the examination of the Magistrands, the Town -Council 
is pre -admonished by the Priniar, that they may send some grave 
men with the Rector, who, together with the Primar, shall taJie an 
oath of every one of the examinators, de fideli administratione, and 
that, without respect of persons, they shall assign to every one his 
deserved degree of honour in the public laureation ; and who shall 
bind the Magistrands also by an oath, that each of them shall be 
content with that degree and place to which he shall be appointed 
by the Primar and Examinators ; with this certification, that he 
who carries himself stubbornly and forwardly, and betrays anv 
outrageous passion of mind, shall be immediately thrust out with 
ignominy, and shall not be permitted to enter the public solemnity, 
nor shall be laureat. 

The Timk of Convening after the Vacation. 

They return to the College after the vacation in the begiuning 
of ( October. 

The Office of Primar. 

The vacation being ended, the Primar calls the Regents to him. 
that, without delay, they may return to their office and trust, and 
that, with common consent, they may advise and deliberate upon 
those things that are most advantageous or conducible to the good 
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of the University; what is to be renewed; and what is further to 
bo appointed for preserving the order and discipline thereof. 

It is his part, not only immediately after the vacation, but also 
at all other times needful, to call the Regents together, that by their 
mutual counsel they may restore or add vigour to the practice of 
those things which are fallen out of use, or may appoint new things 
which they find requisite for the better discipline of the College ; 
of which the Primar is to let the Council know, that it may be 
further approven and confirmed. It is his office also to admonish 
the bursars, janitor, and all others belonging to the University, of 
their duties. 

To take heed to the College, to see that the scholars be diligently 
exercised, and to visit the schools as often as there is need. If any 
of the scholars is guilty of obstinacy or rebellion against his Master 
or Regent, the Primar is so to correct and chastise him, that reve 
rence and respect may from thence be bred in others. 

He ought to take care that grievous and scandalous faults be 
punished, in the public schools, before the Regents and all the 
scholars. 

At the public meeting of all the scholars at six o'clock at night, 
or four o'clock in the summer in the afternoon, the Primar makes 
public prayers unto God. 

Upon the fourth day of the week, which is called Wednesday, 
at three o'clock in the afternoon, upon the tolling of the bell, the 
scholars convene in the common hall; and there, after a sacred 
lesson, wherein the scholars are instructed to pious duties, the 
censors are examined anent the order which has been observed in 
every class and by every scholar in the week preceding, aud that 
according to the prescriptions of their duties ; and new censors are 
appointed. 

The Primar takes care, also, that all entrants be matriculated, and 
each at his matriculation shall solemnly vow and promise obedience 
to the discipline of the College, and to all the Regents or Masters. 

Tim Office op the Profkssor of Tiikolooy. 

The Professor of Theology must teach the students the right 
method of learning Theology : what they should read first, or at the 
beginning, and what is necessary afterwards : and in all things which 
they should chiefly exercise themselves in. He shall teach publicly 
on the Tuesday and Friday, betwixt eleven and twelve in the fore- 
noon ; and he shall be present on the Monday at an exercise in 
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Scot* nf the student* in Theology. On the Thursdays he shall tab 
care that one of the students make trial privately in Latin ipi 
Home head of Theology, both by teaching and by sustaining thestr 
the Professor himself, in the meanwhile, moderating in the dispou 
tione. 

It belongs also to the Professor of Theology to teach somethm. 
of the Hebrew tongue. 

The Offices or Drrres of the Regents and IIebdomada* 

The Regents, when by humble prayer they have committed then 
Helves and their scholars unto God, respectively teach those thinp 
which are to be taught ; and then take care that the scholars in 
tlu-ir several sections confer amongst themselves concerning tbo* 
thing* which have been taught. 

If they have not taught sufficiently in the morning, they proceed 
further at ten o'clock ; and the rest of the time the scholars confer 
in their several sections or dispute 

In the afternoon they attend their scholars, that they may confer 
or dispute till four o'clock, and then they examine until six ; but on 
ilUVs designed for play or recreation, the scholars go out to the field* 
m( two o'clock, and return at four ; and from that time are examined 
I ill nix. Rut in summer they coufer on these things which wen 
tuilghl till three ; and from three till four they are examined by tk 
Hcgciit ; and from four to six they rccreat themselves in the fields. 

On the Saturday, each of the Regents attends the disputations ir, 
hU own clans; in the winter, from seven o'clock in the morning 
Mil] in the summer, from six till nine; and, in like manner, from 
ton o'clock in the forenoon till twelve. Rut in the public disputa- 
tion* of the three classes, the Regents, each in his turn, moderate at 
the disputations in the public schools. In the afternoon, they either 
teach or dispute, as it shall seem fit to the Regent, and as the 
Statutes of the College appoint. 

On the Lord's day, the private lessons being ended, at the second 
bell, they go to the church, four of the Regents going before, and 
the Ilehdomadar follows behind. Sermon being ended, and the 
assembly dismissed, in the afternoon they return in order, as th»y 
went, to their respective schools, where the Regents take an account 
of flic sermons, and of their morning lessons. 

The students being dismissed, the Regents convene at five o'clock 
in the Hebdomadar's chamber, that each may report what disorder hi 
has seen in the preceding week, that it may be timeously amended. 
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and that they may incite and stir up one another mutually to their 
duty, and that they may by all means endeavour to reclaim the 
scholars from disorder, and provoke them to the study of piety and 
good learning. 

All the scholars, by turns, execute the office of Hebdomadar, 
whose duty it is, — 

1. To take care that at the public meetings there be no confusion 
or disorder ; and, in like manner, that at the dismission the scholars 
may get out without trouble and disorder. 

2. That, at every hour appointed for meeting, they, immediately 
after the bell, go and visit the classes, and that they take care that 
all the scholars fall readily and cheerfully to their studies. 

3. That, upon play-days, they attend the students to the fields, 
and wait upon them in the fields, and bring them all back in com- 
pany to their schools, and give the names of the absents in every 
class written by the censors to their respective Regents. 

4. To be present at the public lessons, where all the scholars 
ought to be present, and to observe and to delate those who misbe- 
have themselves. 

5. To call the Regents to him at five o'clock at night, upon the 
Lord's day, and to relate to them what fault he has observed in any 
class or scholar, that it may be corrected by the Regent ; and, if 
there be auy need of the Primar, to signify it unto him, that, by the 
mutual counsel of the Masters, any damage which, by bad example, 
may redound to the College, may be quickly prevented. 

6. That also, in the Primar's absence, he may, at the dismission 
of the College, make prayers unto God. It is incumbent on the 
Regents to be always intent upon their duty, but chiefly that none 
be absent in the time of public prayers, nor from a public oration, 
nor from the public account required of the order and discipline. 

Not one of the Regents may absent himself from the College a 
day, without leave asked or given of the Primar ; and that not one 
of them be absent two days, without liberty granted by the Town- 
Council ; and that, in the time of his absence, he provide one in his 
place to attend and teach his class. But it is to be provided, that 
no Regent depute the teaching of his scholars to any who read notes 
<»ut of a book, neither in his own presence nor absence Regard 
also is to be had that all the Regents behave themselves with all 
reverence and observance towards the Primar ; for he is set over 
them by the Town-Council. 
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TlIK DlTIKS OF TMK BURSARS. 

To ring the hell at the appointed hours. 

To make elean the stairs which carry up to the schools, from dirr 
and dust with a pedle and besom. 

The hours of convening are six o'clock in the morning in tbt- 
winter, and five in the summer, beginning with May till the vaca- 
tion ; at ten o'clock in the forenoon, and at half-two in the after 
noon ; at which times and hours it is the bursar's part to ring the 
bell, and two of them are commanded to attend these duties every 
week. 

Tiik DuTHfl of tiik Janitor, translated opt of thf. Oli» 

Statftrs. 

The Janitor ought to wait at the gates continually 

To open and lock the schools at the appointed hours. 

To close the gate of the College at ten o'clock at night, and t.» 
open it timeously in the morning. 

To set up a lantern with candles in the |>orch. and in both the 
trances, higher and lower. 

To sweep the schools three times every week. 

To keep the close clean. 

To see that no damage or harm be done to the fabric of the 
College, and if anything be broken or spoiled, to give immediate 
notice to the Primar and Masters, that it may be timeously repaired 
at the expenses of the guilty, and that they may be punished. 

Thi Duties <>k tiik Scholars. 

Tpon the Lord's day, at seven o clock in the morning, every one 
shall be present in his respective class for hearing of the sacred 
lessons taught. 

At the second bell, with beseeming gravity and modesty, thev 
shall go to the church, and there they shall with all seriousness and 
reverence employ themselves in prayers, praises, and in hearing 
sermons ; and the church being dismissed in the afternoon, they shall 
return in good order with the Regents to the College, that they mav 
give an account of the public sermons, and of their morning 
lessons. 

I'pon the Wednesdays, at three o'clock in the afternoon, th»* 
bell being rung, with great modesty and gravity, they shall convent- 
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in the common hall for receiving a sacred lemon, and for giving 
an account of their manners and behaviour. 

In like manner, they shall exercise becoming modesty, at their 
meetings for evening prayers ; all noise and tumult and disorder 
being banished away. 

In the morning, as every one shall enter the school, let him, as 
a humble supplicant, adore the Lord ; nor may he attempt or begin 
any study, until he have first implored or begged for grace and 
divine aid in private. 

In the winter, let all and every one be present in the schools at 
six o'clock in the morning ; in the summer, at five o'clock ; and 
there continue in hearing their lessons till nine, and in writing the 
same ; and let them confer and repeat the things heard and written 
with their condisciples, appointed by the Regent, in the distribution 
of the class in sections for that purpose. 

In like manner, from ten o'clock to twelve, they confer, repeat, 
and dispute as long as it is permitted them to cease from their 
public prelections. And also, at half-past one o'clock, let them be 
present, confer, and give an account unto their Masters (excepting 
the hours distinat for play). 

Upon the Saturdays, from three o'clock in the afternoon, it is 
lawful for them to take the play from their schools ; and upon Tues- 
days and Thursdays, from mid- day to four o'clock in the winter ; but 
let it be from four o'clock in the afternoon in the summer. Neither 
may they play at any other time but when it shall seem good to the 
Regents, and that for the relaxation of the mind, and the health 
and exercise of the body ; but let none of them, in the meanwhile, 
walk upon the streets, nor, as idle spectators, stand in the highways 
or narrow passages. Neither must any of them, at any time, go in 
to blind ale-houses, cellars or cooks houses, nor to taverns. 

Upon the Saturdays mornings all the classes are to dispute, 
every one of them in their proper school. 

From the beginning of February until the 1st of July, the Magis- 
trands are to dispute with the Bachelors in the Magistrand class ; 
and antagonists, fitly chosen by the Regents, shall by turns, night 
by night, from five o'clock till six, propound matters of disputation. 

From the middle of January until the second Saturday of July, 
three classes of the students of Philosophy shall dispute in the com- 
mon hall upon theses propounded by every class, time about, in the 
presence of three Regents, each of them moderating at the disputa- 
tions by turns. This shall be from ten o'clock till twelve. Rut 

2 B 
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the rest of the classes shall every Saturday, for that time, repeat, 
dispute, and hear their prelections. 

Besides the books for their ordinary learning, let none of them be 
without a Latin New Testament, a Catechism and a Psalm Book in 
Scots. 

If any act, or speak impiously, injuriously, and obscenely, he 
must not be permitted to pass without punishment. Whoever, 
therefore, profanes the holy name of God, whoever pours forth curses 
and execrations, whoever talks rotten, filthy, and obscene speeches, 
let them be severely chastised. 

Let every scholar carry himself reverently to every one of the 
Masters, and give obedience with all submission to their admoni - 
tions. 

Let all their discourses everywhere be in Latin ; and let them be 
honest, chaste, modest, generous, not contentious, but discreet and 
pious, nor about any subject or matter but what is good and honest. 

Let every one be diligent and laborious in his studies. 

Let none interrupt the studies of his neighbours. 

Let none enter the classes or chambers of others. 

Neither let any one, out of curiosity, stand and listen at the doors 
of others, except censors. 

Let none be absent from the College without liberty first obtained 
from the Regent ; neither should any go out without the College 
gate, except his Regent grant him liberty to do so. 

Let no censor presume to move out of his own class without 
leave from his Regent ; but in his Regent's absence he must in no 
case go out till his return. Any who obtain liberty to go out, let 
him return without delay; for upon no pretext whatsoever must any 
be suffered to play the truant. 

Let every one, as becomes a disciple of Christ, show himself a 
pattern to his condisciples of piety, goodness, modesty, and diligence 
in his studies. 

None must provoke or give offence to his neighbour in word, 
deed, or behaviour ; neither must any offer to wrong or reproach 
his neighbour. 

Let all scoldings, revilings, and reproachful language be utterly 
banished from all and every one of the students. 

If any shall see his neighbour idle, or doing anything against his 
duty, let him, as becomes a good Christian, give him a friendly and 
brotherly admonition ; and if, so admonished, he do not repent and 
amend, let him mark and delate him. 
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Let none take upon him to revenge himself, either by word or 
deed, when he is reproached or wronged in any manner of way 
by another ; but let him complain of the wrong done him, either 
to the Primar, or the Regent of the scholar who has done the 
offence. 

Let none in a rude or unreverent manner pass by, speak, or look 
to those that are worthy of respect, such as magistrates, ministers 
of the gospel, aged men, or others eminent for learning, virtue, or 
authority. 

Let none otherwise behave himself in public, but as it becomes 
the students of good learning, that is, gravely, modestly, and reve- 
rently. 

Let every one flee the company and familiar conversation with 
wicked persons as a pest. 

Let none carry a sword or dagger about him. 

Let none walk by night upon the public streets. 

Extra secessum recrcmentis excipiendis destinatum nemo vel 
alvi faeces deponito vel urinam redito. 

Let none break, deface, or any way spoil the glass windows, walls, 
forms, seats, pulpits, or any other thing within the precincts of the 
College, but let them keep all things light, neat, and sound. 

Let the censors be faithful in the discharge of their trust, by 
admonishing offenders, and delating them, as is required. 

Let him be punished who is anywise faulty, according to the 
nature of his offence. 

Let them be extruded, or thrust out of the College with disgrace, 
who shall be found to be authors or ringleaders of rebellion or sedi- 
tion, or who shall be convicted of any notable or heinous crime. 1 

• 

IV. 

Mortifications to the College, and the Sums thereof 

RESTAND IN THE TOWN'S HANDS.— -(Page 1 73.) 

"The 23d January 1656. ... The Provost, Bailies, and Coun- 
cil, having perused the haill Council books, Town's compts, and 
writs, since the foundation of the College, and made the most nar- 
row search that can be, at the sight of the Regents and present 
Treasurer of the College, they find that the Provost, Bailies, and 

1 Register of the University of Edinburgh, pp. 39-53. 
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Council, and the Treasurers of this burgh, have received, from the 
persons underwritten, the particular sums of money aftenncn 
tioncd, mortified to the College of this burgh, converted to their 
own use, and for the which they are debtors, as follows : — 

" 1. From the Lords of Session, Provost, Bailies, and Council of 
this burgh, and from the Advocates, Writers to the Signet, and 
Clerks of Session, the sum of three thousand pounds for entertain- 
ing of a Master of Humanity and six bursars within the said College, 
conform to the contract passed betwixt the said parties thereanent, 
and actit in December 1597. 

u 2. Item, Received from umquhile James Banuatyue, the sum of 
100 marks, for the use of the College, conform to an act of Council, 
dated the 10th July 1508. 

<k 3. Item, Received from the heirs of the deceased William Oow- 
pcr, tailor, the sum of 100 marks, to help to entertain a student 
within the College, conform to an act of Council, dated the 23d 
December 1607. 

" 4. Item, From the Ministers and Kirk- Session of Edinburgh, 
8100 pounds, to be employed for the annual rent of 10O0 marks, 
for the sustentation of the Masters and Regents of the College, 
conform to an act of Council, dated the last of September 1608. 

" 5. Item, Received by Thomas Speir, treasurer, from the Lord 
Lindsay, for demitting the benefice of Haddingtoun again by the 
town in his favour, anno 1000, 1333 lib. 6s. 8d. 

" 6. Item, Received from Charles Shcirar the sum of 1000 marks, 
whereof 500 marks [to be] employed for the College, for entertain- 
ing of the Repents, conform to an act of Council, dated the penult, 
day of July 1617 ; for the which the Council arc debtors ; and the 
other 500 marks for the hospital. 

" 7. Item, Received from Isobcl Allan, relict of the deceased 
David Alexander, merchant, in name of her three daughters, execu- 
tors to the defunct, the sum of 200 marks, conform to an act of 
Council, dated the 4th March 1617. 

"8, Item, Received from Hew Wright, merchant, the right of 
assignation to the sum of 1000 marks, due to him by the Lady 
Broughtoun, and her cautioners, the annual rent whereof to be paid 
to himself, during his lifetime, and, after his decease, to be employed 
for sustentation of a Professor of Divinity within the said College, 
conform to an act of Council, dated the penult, of December 161*. 

u 0. Item, Received from Alexander Stobo, messenger, 300 
marks money, for sustentation of a Professor of Divinity in the said 
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College, reserving his own liferent thereof, conform to an act of 
Council, dated the 15th January 1619. 

" 10. Item, Received from Mr. Samuel Johnstouu, for the exe- 
cutors of the deceased Archibald Johnstoun, merchant, the sum 
of 1000 marks, left in legacy, to be employed upon profit, for main- 
tenance of bursars and students in the said College, conform to an 
act of Council, of the date the 28th May 1619. 

"11. Item, Received from Sir William Nisbet of Dean, the sum 
of 1100 pounds ; for which they are obliged to pay 100 pounds 
yearly for sustcntation of a Professor of Divinity within the said 
College, conform to two acts of Council, the one dated the 2d of 
June 1619, and the other dated the 20th of April 1621. 

" 12. Item, Received from Gilbert Hay, executor, confirmit to urn- 
quhile James Young, and Barbara Robertson his spouse, the sum 
of 100 marks, to be employed upon profit, for the use of two poor 
[scholars] in the College, for their help two years before they be 
made Masters, conform to an act of Council, dated 21st July 1619. 

"13. Item, Received from the heirs of William Rig, the sum of 
625 marks, for payment of an yearly annual rent of threescore two 
marks and ane half, for help to entertain a Professor of Divinity 
within the said College, conform to an Act of Council, dated the 
23rd August 1620. 

"14. Item, From Thomas Spier, the sum of 1000 marks, to be 
employed for the maintenance of a Professor of Divinity within the 
said College, conform to an act of Council, dated 3d January 
1621. 

" 15. Item, From the executors of umquhile John Lawtie, 
Apothecar, the sum of 100 pounds, ordaining to buy books there- 
with, conform to an act of Council, 19th July 1622. 

" 16. Item, Received from the executors of umquhile Mr. Walter 
Balcanquhal, the sum of 1100 marks, towards the maintenance of 
a Professor of Divinity within the said College, conform to an act 
of Council, dated the 30th of August 1622. 

" 17. Item, Received from Isobel Brown, relict of the deceased 
John Mason, merchant, the sum of 300 marks money, to the use of 
a Professor of Divinity within the said College, conform to an act 
of Council, dated the 29th of October 1622. 

" 18. Item, Received from the executors of umquhile Margaret 
Stewart, the sura of 300 marks, to be employed to the use of the 
College, conform to an act of Council, dated the 10th day of 
December 1623. 
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"19. hem. Receired from the executors of umquhile Jame* 
Aliifle. sum of 5«» marks, to be employed for the maintenance 
of * Pr-lesor Divinity within the said College, conform to an 
act of C-moiL dated die 16th of January 1624. 

- 2u. hem. Received bv Geor«e Suttie, treasurer, from Margaret 
Zo3. .x«> mark* i>l June 1624. 

- 21. It^rm. Received by George Suttie, treasurer, by James 
Murray, mister of work tor Michael Findlay, anno 1624, 320 lib. 

" 22. Item. Received bv George Suttie, treasurer, from Mar- 
garet Cowper. relict of James Mestertoun, 9th November 1625, for 
bursars. £>3 lib. 6s. *>d. 

** 23. Item. Lett in legacy by umquhile Hew Wright, the sum of 
500 marks, towards the susteutation of a bursar at the College of this 
burgh, conform to an act of Council, dated the 5th of January 1626. 

4 24. Item. Received from Charles Sheirar, the sum of 1000 
marks, to be employed upon annual rent, to be paid to himself during 
his lifetime, and. after his decease, to John Sheirar, his kinsman, 
and, after his decease, to be employed for help to entertain a Pro- 
fessor of Divinity within the said CoUege, conform to an act of 
Council, dated the 29th December 1630. 

"25. Item. Received from the executors of the deceased John 
Byres of Coattis, the sum of 300 marks, to be employed to the use 
of the College, conform to an act of Council, dated the ISth of 
January 1632. 

11 26. Item, Received from the heirs of umquhile Patrick Gillies 
[or Ellis] elder, and Patrick Gillies younger, the sum of 1000 1 
marks, to be employed for sustaining of a Professor of Divinity 
within the said College, conform to an act of Council, dated the 
19th of February 1634. 

" 27. Item, Received from the executors of umquhile Thomas 
Muir, the sum of 100 marks, for help of maintenance of two bur- 
sars at the said College, conform to an act of Council, dated the 
6th of January 1636. 

" Which haill particular sums before mentioned are contained in 
the before specified act of Council, dated the 3d day of April 1640. 

" 28. Item, Received by John Fleming, treasurer, for Mr. Bardie 
Sommerville, portioner of Sauchtounhall, the sum of 26,000 marks, 
upon the town s band, to be employed upon annual rent, in manner 
following : — 20,000 marks thereof for entertainment of a Professor of 

» " Extending, with some by-run annuals, to 1300 marka."— Crawford's Hi«. 
of the University, p. 125. 
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Divinity within the said College, and 6000 marks thereof for build- 
ing of a house to the Professor, ordaining the sum to be lent to Sir 
William Dick, upon band, for annual rent, conform to an act of Coun- 
cil of the date the 17th December 1639 ; which sum of 26,000 marks 
was employed in the hands of the said Sir William Dick, and his 
band thereof delivered to John Jossie, treasurer of the College, to be 
used according to the said act; and the said John Jossie charged 
therewith, and the annual rent thereof in his accounts, conform to 
an act of Council of the 1st of May 1640 ; of the which sum 20,000 
marks afterwards came into the town's hands, partly by purchasing 
of the King's Warke of Leith from the said Sir William, and 
allowing 1600 marks thereof, in his own hand, and partly by paying 
of John Marjoribank's debt, and assigning to him 4000 marks of the 
said sum, and giving bands to the College in place thereof, conform 
to the act of Council, of , l and 7th of January 1653. 

" 29. Item, Received from Sir William Dick, 1000 pounds ster- 
ling, due by him to Mr. Robert Johnstoun, Esquire, and left in 
legacy by the defunct to the College of this burgh for entertaining 
of eight poor scholars therein, upon the town's security of the pay- 
ment of 1000 marks, by year, to the said College, to be upliftit 
furth of the milns at Bonnington, conform to the acts of Council of 
the 26th of February 1640, and 13th of October 1641. 

" 30. Item, There is adebtit, awand by the good town to the said 
College, the sum of 1200 marks, left in legacy by umquhile David 
Mackall, for entertaining of two bursars at the said College, and pay- 
able by the good town out of the first and readiest of the sums due 
by the good town, to the said umquhile David, conform to the acts 
of Council of the 18th December 1639, and 28th November 1640. 

" 31. Item, There is adebtit, awand by the good town to the said 
College, by band, the sum of 5000 marks, of the equal half of 
11,771 marks, assigned by umquhile Alexander Wright to the Col- 
lege, conform to the acts of Council of the 1st of May 1640, and 
8th December 1641. 

" 32. Item, There was left by umquhile James Dalgleish to the 
good town, 7000 marks, by act of Council, 1st January 1640, re- 
ceived the 25th December 1640 by the Town-Treasurer, and con- 
verted to the use of the College ; for the which the good town are 
debtors to the College, conform to an act of Council of the penult, 
of December 1640. 

11 33. And sicklyke, there is mortified to the College by the said 

1 Blank in the Record*. 
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uni<mhile James Dalgleisb, the suni of 4000 marks, to he employed 
upon annual rent, for entertainment of three bursars of Divinity in 
the said College : of the which sum the town became debtors to the 
College be band in 2640 marks, bearing annual rent and precept 
of payment . and John Jossie, treasurer of the College, received 
the rest, conform to an act of Council of the 24th of May 1644. 

** 34. Item, There was left to the College of this burgh, by um 
quhile Mr. William Struthers, one of the ministers thereof, the sum 
of 3000 marks, conform to an act of Council, 3d January 1645; 
which was received by Andrew Brysonne, treasurer, and the town's 
security given for payment of the annual rent thereof to the College, 
conform to the mortification and acts of Council, the 4th of January 
and 8th of February 1654 : Which sum of 3000 marks being re- 
ceived by the town -treasurers, with the bygone annual rents 
thereof, at Martinmas last, extending to the sum of 2000 marks, 
extends in the ha ill principal and annual rents to the sum of 5000 
marks, whereof the good town are proper debtors to the College. 

4 ' 35. Item, Received by John Jossie, treasurer of this burgh, 
from John Buchanan of that ilk, the sum of 0000 marks, to be 
bestowed upon bursars, and the keepers of the b'braries within the 
College of Edinburgh, St. Andrews, Aberdeen, and Glasgow, con- 
form to an act of Council, 24th July 1646 ; which sum of 9000 
marks, and annual rents thereof to Lammas 1650, extending in haill 
to 7500 lib., was afterward convented wholly to the use of the College 
of this burgh, for training of able spirits, after the laureation, in the 
studies of Divinity ; which act contains the sum of 3000 marks, 
awand by Dame Marie Stewart, Countess of Marr, and other 3000 
marks deponed in the hands of the ministers of Dumbarton, and 
medlit with by the Provost, Bailies, and Council or Kirk-Session 
thereof, with the benefit of patronage of the sums dotted to the Col- 
lege of St. Audrews, conform to an act of Council of the 5th of 
November DUO, which was never received as yet by the Council 
of Edinburgh. 

" 36. Item, There was left in legacy to the said College, by um 
quhile Sir Thomas Hope of Craighall, the sum of 1000 pounds 
Scots, the annual rent whereof, with the yearly maill of these two 
chalmers lie built there, was allotted for entertaining of two bursars; 
which thousand pound was discharged to Sir John Hope, in respect 
paid to the Council by Sir James Stewart and Robert Look hart 
And the Council became debtors to the College of the same, eon 
f«»rin to an act of Council of the 7th of January 1653. 
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" 37. Item, There was assigned by umquhile Alexander Wright 
to the Provost, Bailies, and Council, several sums of money, to the 
uses contained in the assignation ; and in special, the sum of 3399 
pounds, 19s. 4d. of principal, due by Mr. Gilbert Mowat, and his 
cautioners, for the which there was new band given by the said Mr. 
Gilbert, his son, and their cautioners, to the treasurers of the Kirk 
and College, equally betwixt them, conform to an act of Council of 
the 24th of August 1642. Likeas, the Council being adebtit to 
Robert Murray certain sums of money, they assigned the haill sum 
to the said Robert, in satisfaction of their debt to him pro tanto ; 
whereof the College part, in principal and annual rent, extends to 
2381 lib. ; and became debtors to the College for payment thereof, 
conform to an act of Coimcil of the 14th of March 1655. 

" 38. Item, There was left in legacy to the College of this burgh, 
by Isobel Richiesone, relict of umquhile William Little, merchant, 
the sum of 8000 pounds ; and the Council being debtors to the said 
Isobel in the sum of 1107 lib. 16s. 8d., the legacy was defalked of 
the said sum, the superplus paid unto her executors ; and the Coun- 
cil became debtors to the College for the legacy of 8000 lib., con- 
form to an act of Council of the 14th of December 1655. 

" 39. Item, More received by the present treasurer of this burgh 
from John Lawder, present treasurer of the College, the sum of 
202 lib. 6s. 8d. 

" All which sums of money, mortified to the College since the 
very first foundation of the said College to this day, conform to the 
several acts of Council above mentioned, do extend in the whole to 
the sum of threescore eleven thousand pounds Scots money. 

" The Provost, Bailies, and Council, finding that the foresaid sum 
is a very considerable part of the stock mortified to the College, as 
said is, and that they are bound in duty and conscience to pay 
annual rent for the same, for defraying of the burdens thereof : 
Therefore, ordains the treasurers of this burgh, present and to 
come, to pay to the treasurer of the College, and his successors in 
his office, yearly, in all time coming, the ordinary annual rent of 
the foresaid stock of 71,000 lib." 1 

1 Town-Council Records, vol. xix. pp. 87-01. 
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V. 

Extracts from the Edinburgh Town-Council Records 
relating to the university, from august 12, 1724, 
to May 9, 1779.— (Page 330.) 

VOL. L. 

V2th August 1724. — The Council, considering thai they are 
vested with a power of instituting professions of all liberal arts and 
sciences in their College : and considering how much it would he 
for the advantage of the city and kingdom, that all parts of medi- 
cine were taught here ; and considering that the Institutes and 
Practice of Medicine have not been professed or taught as yet in 
the College : Therefore they institute the foresaid profession, and 
elect Dr. William Porterfield, Professor of the Institutes and Prac- 
tice of Medicine in this College. 

11 /A November. — A memorial given in to the Town-Council bj 
Messrs. Rutherford, St. Clair, Plummer, and Innes, showing, that 
these gentlemen, having purchased a house for a chemical labora 
tory, adjoining to the College garden, formerly let to Mr. George 
Preston, and finding that the garden, neglected by Mr. Preston, 
had for some years lain in disorder, desired of the honour- 
able the Town- Council, that they might be allowed the use of 
that ground for the better carrying on their design of furnishing 
the apothecary shops with chemical medicines, and instructing the 
students of medicine in that part of the science. They hoped the 
Council would the more readily comply with their request, in regard 
that the ground formerly allotted for the use of medicine would 
still be employed in nursing and propagating such plants as were 
necessary for the improvement of chemistry in this place. Beg 
to have it on the same terms Mr. Preston had it before ; or they 
were willing to be at the charge of dressing and keeping it, pro- 
vided the Council allowed them to have a grant of the ground for 
ten years. Lease of the ground granted them as they petitioned. 

18//* August 1725.— Mr. Laurence Dundas to have those rooms 
which he at present possesses within the College for life, and to be 
allowed the dignity of a Professor, even though he should demit, 
and still a vote among the Professors. 



ed by Google 



APPENDIX. 



395 



8 th September. — Bailie Alexander Simpson reported, that he had 
intimated to Mr. Robert Henderson, Bibliothecar, to attend a com- 
mittee appointed August 25th last ; but since that time, he has gone 
to the country, and cannot be got. Bailie Simpson to write to him, 
informing him, that if he do not attend the committee betwixt and 
the next Council day, the Council will declare the office void, and 
appoint another Library- Keeper. 

vol. LL 

20th October. — Mr. Alexander Monro, Professor of Anatomy, 
upon petition, obtains a theatre in the College for public dissections, 
for teaching Anatomy. 

Sd November. — On petition of Mr. James Gregory, Professor of 
Mathematics, the Council agree to elect Mr. Colin M'Laurin, Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics in Marischall College, Aberdeen, joint with 
him. Great commendation of the profession of Mathematics in this 
College ; of Mr. Gregory ; and Mr. M'Laurin, who was recommended 
by very great men, and even by Sir Isaac Newton, who offered to 
contribute £20 per annum to assist in providing for him a salary, 
but the Council declined the generous offer. Mr. Gregory to enjoy 
his salary of £83, 6s. 8d. sterling, to go to his children for seven 
years from the date of Martinmas next, in case of his death. £50 
sterling annually to Mr. M'Laurin, in addition to his students' 
fees. 

9th February 1726. — Mr. Joseph Gibson, upon petition, appointed 
City Professor of Midwifery, but without fee or salary. 

14th September. — Mr. Charles Mackie, Professor of Universal 
History, to have a chamber in the College free of rent. 

l&th December. — Provost Drummond, with the Council, a full 
meeting, met in the College, with Mr. William Wishart, Principal; 
Mr. William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity; Mr. Matthew Crawford, 
Professor of Church History; Mr. William Law, Professor of Moral 
Philosophy ; Mr. Laurence Dundas, Professor of Humanity ; Mr. 
James Gregory, Professor of Mathematics; Mr. William Scott, Pro- 
fessor of Greek; Mr. Charles Erskine, Professor of Law; Mr. Robert 
Stewart, Professor of Philosophy ; Mr. Colin Drummond, Professor 
of Philosophy; Mr. James Crawford, Professor of Hebrew; Mr. 
•James Craig, Mr. Charles Mackie, Mr. Alexander Bayne, Law 
Professors ; Mr. Colin M'Laurin, Professor of Mathematics ; Mr. 
Alexander Monro, Professor of Anatomy ; Mr. Andrew Sinclair, 
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Mr. Andrew Plumnier, Mr. John limes, and Mr. John Rutherford, 
Professors of Chemistry. 

Which day the Council, considering that the by-laws, rules, and 
regulations made about the administration and government of tike 
University, ought to be revised and examined : Likewise, that it 
ought to be inquired into, how far such by-laws, rules, and regula- 
tions have been complied with, and whether the same, or any part 
thereof, ought to be continued or altered : As also, that the state of 
the Library, and conduct of the keeper thereof, with respect to his 
executing and discharging that office, ought to be inquired into : 
Resolved, that a committee be appointed for that purpose, to meet 
immediately, and to have power to adjourn, and to call for persons, 
papers, and records, necessary to their performing the matters to 
them committed, and to report, with an opinion : And, accordingly, 
the Council appointed Bailie James Nimmo, John Ferguson, Patrick 
Lindsay, Dean Guild, David Flint, old Treasurer, Allan Whiteford. 
Merchant Councillor, John Lauder, Trades' Councillor, William 
Cant, Convener, John Kirkwood, chirurgeon, and David Mitchell, 
goldsmith, as a committee. 

Same day, the Lord Provost adjourned the meeting till Tuesday 
January 3, next, at two o'clock, and appointed the whole Coun- 
cil, with the Masters and Professors, to attend that diet in this 
place. 

3rf January 1727. — In the College Bailie Nimmo reported from 
the committee, anent the College affairs, that they had made some 
progress in the affairs committed to them, and desired leave to sit 
again. Which being considered by the Council, they appointed the 
said committee to meet frequently, and to prepare a report, with 
their opinion, against the 7th of February next. The committee 
having desired that a deputation from the Professors and Masters 
may be appointed, to confer with them touching the affairs to them 
committed, the Reverend Principal reported, that they had named 
Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Law, Mr. Scott, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Drummond, 
Mr. Mackie, Mr. Erskine, Mr. M Laurin, Mr. Monro, Mr. Plummer. 
and Mr. Sinclair. Council adjourned to the 7th February. 

10M February.— Council adjourned their meeting in the College 
on Tuesday next, till the 2d Tuesday of March, and appointed the 
Principal and Masters to be acquainted therewith. 

2*M July. — On examining the College Treasurer's aecouuts 
from Martinmas 1724 to Whitsunday 1720, found his receipts, in 
eluding former arrears, £2050, f>s. lgd. sterling, hi* j ment> 
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£2158, 7s. lOd. sterling, whereby it appears that his payments 
exceed his receipts in £108, 2s. 8£d. sterling. 

23rf November. — Delegates appointed to meet with delegates from 
the College of Justice, to consider Mr. Laurence Dundas's proposal 
to resign in favour of Adam Watt, second son of Adam Watt, town- 
clerk of this city. The town delegates authorized to give their voice 
in favour of Mr. Watt, provided he be found qualified. 

bth January 1728. — Patrick Lindsay, Dean of Guild, reports 
that Mr. Adam Watt was, by the delegates from the Lords of Session, 
the Advocates, the Writers to the Signet, and the Town-Council, 
unanimously elected Professor of Humanity. 

3cf April. — Two Polish students, Valdislaus Bowcits and Gabriel 
Brenia Sheroski, appointed to receive £10 sterling out of the inter- 
est of the mortification of Robert Brown, merchant in Zamose in 
Poland. 

Wth May. — Bailie Thomas Fenton reported, that he was informed 
that the Masters and Professors of the College had presumed to 
meet as a Faculty, and to do certain deeds, particularly to draw up 
and sign a protest to be given in to the Assembly, in the cause of 
Mr. John Simson, Professor of Divinity in the College of Glasgow. 
The Council find, that if this was the case, it was unwarrantable 
and illegal ; and if the foresaid protest be presented to the Assembly, 
the Council authorize and appoint Bailie Fenton to give in to the 
Assembly a protest against such a proceeding as illegal without 
the Council's sanction. 

VOL. LII. 

28M August.— Mr Adam Watt, Professor of Humanity, to pos- 
sess Mr. Dundas's chambers when the latter has no more use for 
them. 

12*/t February 1729. — Council appoint the College Treasurer to 
pay to Valdislaus Boweits, a Polish student of divinity, £15 
sterling out of the bygone annual rents due on mortification 
of the late Robert Brown, merchant in Zamose, in Poland. James 
Nimmo, Dean of Guild, to write a letter to the consistory of Zamose 
anent bygone annual rents, and to report. 

Council appoint Mr. William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity, 
Mr. Charles Erskine, Advocate, his Majesty's Solicitor, and Mr. 
Colin Drummond, Professor of Philosophy, to meet on Monday next, 
at two o'clock afternoon, in the common hall of the College, in 
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presence of the ministers of the city, to Uke trial of the qualifica- 
tions of Mr. William Scott, junior, for teaching of Greek : Against 
which Bailie Thomas Fenton, old Provost, protested, and gave in 
protest in writing, hearing, that it is irregular and precipitant to 
appoint examinators for a Professor of Greek in the College of 
Edinburgh when there is no vacancy ; and, also, that to proceed to 
the trial of a Professor of Ethics in the said College in a private 
way, is contrary to a standing law and act of Council, August 9. 
1694, and that before any visitation of the College be made by the 
Council, as patrons ; with a resolution to amend errors and irregu- 
larities that have of late crept in amongst the Professors. 

Therefore, and for several other weighty reasons, too notour to 
the Council, and all the inhabitants of this city, he protests— 1. 
Against the Council's proceeding to appoint examinators for the 
trial of a Professor of Greek in the College of Edinburgh, there 
being no vacancy ; and as this procedure is inconsistent. 2. Against 
appointing any private examination of a Professor as contrary to 
the above act, August 9, 1694, which appoints the publicly affix- 
ing of programs upon all the College gates of Scotland, that men of 
learning may appear, and gain the office by merit ; and as public 
learning hath already suffered by certain persons being admitted to 
be Masters of the College in a clandestine way, and contrary to the 
said act, wisely made. 3. A^inst any Professor of Ethics being 
appointed, till after a visitation for reformation of abuses there prac- 
tised, to the dishonour of the Council and discouragement of learn- 
ing. 4. Against giving any greater salary to the Professor of 
Ethics than to the other Regents of Philosophy, considering the low 
state of the public funds of the city. 

To this Bailies James Flint, Archibald M'Coull, and Mr. James 
Davidson, City Treasurer, gave answers as follows in behalf of the 
Council : — 

That Mr. William Scott was by a former act already preferred 
to the profession of Ethics, if he should choose, on Mr. Law's death, 
which has intervened, and he has already given proof of his quali- 
fications. 

The act of Council, August 9, 1694, has gone into disuse; and 
indeed public trials, from experience, have been found not to 
answer— on the contrary, to have been attended with bad effects, 
which is so obvious to all, that it is unnecessary to mention in- 
stances; and the Council, no doubt, have power to rescind that 
regulation of anno 1694. 
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There is no good reason why the town should delay the supplying 
these offices till after a visitation, with which it has no connexion. 
The Council may visit the College when they please. There is a 
salary annexed to the Professorship of Ethics, which ought neither 
to be diminished nor augmented but on good grounds; and no 
reason appears for diminishing it. 

26th February. — The Provost reports that the examinators had 
found Mr. William Scott, junior, son of Mr. William Scott, Pro- 
fessor of Greek, qualified. Mr. William Scott, senior, Professor of 
Greek, represents, that as he had right to be Professor of Ethics, if 
he chose, on Mr. Law's death, by virtue of an act of the Town- 
Council (see below under January 30, 1730), he accordingly chose 
to be so. 

Thomas Fenton, old Provost, upon this, gives in a draft of an 
act to the Council, in which he proposes that Professors, in all time 
coming, should be fixed and settled during the Council's pleasure 
only ; which is put to the vote, and rejected by the Council, who 
proceed to confirm Mr. Scott senior's election as Professor of Ethics, 
and elect Mr. Scott, junior, Professor of Greek, both ad vitam aut 
culpam. 

Same day. — Dr. John Rutherford, Andrew St. Clair, Andrew 
Plummer, and John Innes, who were formerly restricted, so that 
only two of them could vote in the Senatus Academicus, allowed 
all to vote. This in answer to their humble petition. 

9th July. — College Treasurer to pay to the heirs of Principal 
Wishart £10 sterling in full payment of all repairs done by him to 
his lodging. 

19th November. — Lists of bursars in the town's gift to be given 
in to the Lord Provost. 

College Treasurer not to undertake any work without an order 
of Council. 

SOth January 1730. — Upon the representation of Mr. Colin 
Drummond, Professor of Philosophy, he is chosen Professor of 
Greek, in place of Mr. William Scott, junior, deceased, in virtue of 
the act of Council, June 16, 1708 ; which was to the effect, that 
when any vacancy should happen, the remaining Professors, or those 
then in places, should have the offer of the vacancy, according to 
their standing. Mr. Robert Stewart declining to accept of this 
vacancy, Mr. Drummond humbly represented to the honourable 
Council that, as he had by the above act the liberty to choose the 
said office, he made choice of it. The Council agree that the office 
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of Professor of Logic and Metaphysics should be declared vacant 
but that, a.s the said Mr. Colin Drummond has so far advanced in 
teaching that class for this season, he should continue therein until 
the next session ; and that the person to be elected Professor of 
Logic and Metaphysics should carry on the teaching of the Greek 
class till that period, at which time the several Professors are Id 
begin and open their several professions. 

At the same time, it is declared that it shall be lawful for any 
student to enter to the Semi class, or any superior class, although 
he was not a Bejan, or taught Greek by Mr. Colin DrummoDd. 
Mr. Drummond's acceptance of the Professorship of Greek not b* 
impair his position, by degree of seniority or otherwise, among the 
Professors of Philosophy, but he and his successors in office and 
profession to be numbered and placed amongst the Professors of 
Philosophy according to their admission. 

bth February. — At a meeting of the Town-Council with the Pro- 
fessors, to deliberate about a Professor of Logic and Metaphysics 
they agree upon a comparative trial. A Latin discourse, prescribe 
to the candidates, on " The Origin, Cause, and Remedy of Error;" 
and the candidates, after their discourses are over, to be at libertv 
to make reflections on one another's discourses, which the author- 
may defend viva voce. Each of the candidates also to be tried ou 
Greek ; and the Faculty shall appoint any one of their number to 
take this trial. No one discourse to exceed three-quarters of an 
hour. The trial to be taken on Monday, the 23d instant, and t« 
begin at nine o'clock forenoon in the common hall. This to bf 
intimated to Mr. Robert Hamilton, Mr. James Balfour, Mr. John 
Stevenson, Mr. Thomas Johnston, and Mr. John Lees. That th? 
meeting shall be opened and constituted by prayer, in Latin, by thr 
Professor of Divinity. 

25<A February.— The Council, taking into consideration tfc# 
opinion of the Professors of the College upon the late comparative 
trial, taken by appointment of the Council, and in presence of tb** 
members and ministers of Edinburgh, unanimously elected Mr. John 
Stevenson, 1 governor to Lord Bargenie, to be Professor of Locf 

» [Stevenson's appointment to this reading them with his Rtudcnta, fori' 

chair gave a powerful impulse to the did not deliver formal lectures, it * 

cause of literature in Scotland. His illustrations he drew not only fn«tu ' 

course of rhetoric consisted simply in rhetorical and critical works of ever** 

the observations which he made on Quintilian, and Horace, but fr»rao*- 

Aristotle's Poetics and Longinus's dern authors, prose and poetical. ! 

Essay on the Sublime, in the course of eluding French, quoting, however, r* 4 
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and Metaphysics, with all fees, profits, emoluments, and privileges ; 
and the said Mr. John, by his acceptation hereof, promises to ob- 
serve the laws and constitutions of the College, and to submit him- 
self to the Magistrates and Council, conform to the foundation of 
said College in their favours. 



VOL. LIU. 

6tf January 1731. — A room in the College granted to the academy 
for drawing. 

2\th February. — A warrant for College Treasurer to sell two 
lodgings in Niddry's Wynd, belonging to the College. 

9th June. — College Treasurer to make out a list of bursars, and 
to inform the Council two months before any vacancy happen. 

3d November. — John Drysdale, lawful son of the deceased John 
Drysdale, minister of Kirkaldy, a bursar on Dalgleish's mortifica- 
tion, in the gift of the town. 



vol. li v. 



0 th February 1732. — College Treasurer prohibited from under- 
taking any work in the College above 20 pounds Scots, without 
laying the same before the Council. 

16th February. — Mr. William Hamilton, Professor of Divinity, 
elected Principal, in place of the deceased Mr. William Wishart. 1 



largely from the English classics. In 
the more proper business of his class, 
while giving a general history of schol- 
astic logic, which he taught was no fit 
instrument for the discovery of truth, 
he delivered lectures on Locke's Essay 
on the Human Understanding, using 
as his text-book Bishop Wynne's abridg- 
ment of that work. Speculations, such 
as those contained in that essay, were 
then almost wholly unknown in our 
Scottish Universities, and were little 
appreciated even in England. - Bower's 
Hist, of the Univ. of Edinburgh, vol. 
ii. pp. 269-281.] 

1 [Principal William Wishart, whose 
father was minister of Kinneil (now 

2 



united to Borrowstounness), in Linlith- 
gowshire, was first minister of South 
Leith, from which he was translated to 
the Tron Church, Edinburgh. He was 
the author of Theologia, or Discourses 
of God, in 2 vols. Edinburgh, 1710. 

Writing of Wishart's successor in 
May 1730, nine months before the elec- 
tion, Wodrow says, " Dr. Hamilton 
has taught Diviuity now twenty or 
twenty-one years, and is weary of the 
toil ; and the Principal's post is an easy 
post for him, now that he is aged, and 
turned sixty." (Analecta, vol. iv. p. 
138.) From several passages in the 
Analecta, it appears that Hamilton's 
orthodoxy was suspected. He enjoyed 
his new dignity only one year.] 

c 
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And Mr. James Smith, minister of Edinburgh, 1 elected Professor of 
Divinity, but must resign his charge as minister. 

15*A March. — Appoint Robert Manderston, present College 
Treasurer, to receive by inventory from Mr. William Hog, late 
College Treasurer, all the writs in his custody belonging to tht; 
College. 

VMh April. — Patrick Crokat elected Janitor, in place of James 
Seton deceased, burdened with five pounds sterling per annum, to 
Anna Campbell, relict of Alexander Somerville, writer, burgess. 

26M July. — Mr. William Dawson, minister at Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, chosen Professor of Hebrew and Oriental Languages, in place 
of Dr. James Crawford, 1 deceased, with 600 pounds Scots of yearly 
salary. N.B. — About this time a great many repairs were made in 
the College. 

30M August.— Mr. William Hog, late College Treasurer, his ac- 
counts audited and approven, from Martinmas 1729 to Candlenia* 
1732.— Receipts, ,£3135, 18s. 5$d. sterling; payments, £3128, 
3s. 2§d. sterling; balance due by him, £7, 15s. 3d. sterling. 

15M November. — Mr. George Sinclair and Mr. Charles Anstru 
thcr, Advocates, from the Faculty of Advocates, delivered to the 
Magistrates and Council a leet of two, one of whom to be chosen 
Professor of Civil Law in the College by the Council, in terms of 
Act of Parliament, 1) George i., viz. : — Mr. Thomas Dundas. who 
had 119 votes of the Faculty, and Mr. John Erskinc, who had £2. 
The Council chose Mr. Thomas Dundas, 3 in place of Mr. James 
Craig, deceased ; and he appeared in Council, and qualified himself 
by swearing the oath de fideli administratione, and the oath of 
allegiance, and signing the same with the assurance to King 
George n., and subscribed the oath in the Council's Act, 10th Sep- 
tember 1718. 

14M February 1733. — William Dawson, Professor of Hebrew, 
allowed the possession of that house in the College presently pos- 
sessed by Margaret Piggot, relict of Mr. John Goodall. 

18 /A July. — Mr. James Smith, Professor of Divinity, 4 elected 
Principal, in place of Mr. William Hamilton, deceased ; and Mr. 

1 [Mr. Smith had been recently trans- man- died in the end of February, or 

lated from Cramond to Edinburgh.] the beginning of this month."— Wud- 

row's Analecta, vol. iv. p. 212.] 

9 [" March 1731. Dr. James Craw- * [Dundas was afterwards ShcrilF- 

ford, Professor of the Hebrew tongue depute of Kirkcudbright.] 

at Edinburgh— a man of piety, of ex- * [Smith held the office only thm 

cellent solid sense, but a recluse, modest years.] 
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John Gowdie, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, elected Professor 
of Divinity. 1 

19M December. — Report of all the chambers in the College. 
The rental of those that pay amounts to about £30 sterling. 
N.B. — This shows the state of the College apartments at that time. 

VOL. LV. 

9th January 1734.— Mr. William Scott, Professor of Ethics, 
gives in a letter, bearing that he is so indisposed by a bad state of 
health as to be unfit for his office, and requesting that John Pringle, 
junior, Professor of Medicine, may be joined with him as a col- 
league. The Council resolve to take the opinion of the other Pro- 
fessors respecting Dr. Pringle's fitness. 

Wednesday, 13M February. — Dr. Pringle to deliver a discourse, 
in the common hall on Tuesday next, upon Ethics and Moral Philo- 
sophy, and the ministers to be called to give their avisamentum, 
Tuesday next, afternoon. 

Wednesday, 20th February. — The Provost reports that Dr. 
Pringle's discourse had been highly approved by all the learned 
audience, and that the ministers thought him most fit. Dr. 
Pringle * therefore unanimously chosen Professor of Ethics, jointly 
with Mr. William Scott, the full salary to be enjoyed by Mr. Scott 
during all the days of his life ; and Dr. Pringle to have the said 
salary in case he surv ive Mr. Scott, only from and after the time of 
Mr. Scott's decease. 

27th February. — Dr. Pringle accepts the office, and takes the 
oaths, etc. 

22d May. — The roof of the Library to be repaired. 

19M June. — Commissioners appointed to meet with delegates 
from the College of Justice, to choose a Professor of Humanity, in 
place of Adam Watt, deceased. 

24//* July. — John Drysdale, son to the deceased Mr. John Drys- 
dale, minister of the gospel at Kirkaldy, received Divinity bursar 
on Ramsay's Mortification. 

1 [Gowdie or Goldie had been recently the General Assembly, vol. i. pp. 319, 

translated from Earlstdh to Edinburgh. 320.] 

In the Theological Chair he used as a [ Dr » afterwards Sir John Pringle, 

his text-book Benedicti Picteti Theo- Bart, had taken his degree of M.D. at 

logia Christiana. He died on the 19th Leyden, on the 20th of July 1730 ; and 

of February 1762, in the eightieth year returning to Scotlaud, he practised as 

of his age.— See Morren's Annals of a physician in Edinburgh ] 
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1 Ith September.— A petition of Colin Prummond about the teach- 
ing of Greek (N.B. — This in the College Records) ; and act there- 
anent. This act superseded, January 15, 1735. 

2d October. — Mr. John Ker, Professor of Greek, Aberdeen, 
chosen Professor of Humanity by the delegates. 

10th October. — Weneslaus Radose, a Polish bursar, in the Col- 
lege, to receive a quarter's payment on Robert Brown's Mortifica- 
tion. 

11th November. — "A petition from Mr. Colin Drummond. Pro- 
fessor of Greek in the College, having been read and remitted to a 
proper committee, the committee this day reported, that they having 
duly considered the said petition, with the extract of the Act of Par- 
liamentary visitation therein referred to, dated the 16th of August 
1700, were of opinion that it might contribute much to the advance- 
ment of learning, and to the encouragement of this University, that 
said act of visitation were duly observed, and particularly that part 
of it for the encouragement of public Universities, by a due dis- 
couragement of private and clandestine teaching, whereby it b 
enacted, that no scholar bred at the schools in Scotland, and not 
foreign bred, should be admitted to learn philosophy, or any part of 
the course thereof, in any of the Colleges of Scotland, unless he had 
learned the Greek, at least for the ordinary year, under the fixed 
Greek Master. The committee were of opinion that the foresaid act 
should be duly observed in all time coming ; but, being informed 
that the foresaid act of visitation had not hitherto been observed 
in the University of Glasgow, that it may be prejudicial to this 
University to put the said act in full execution, unless the same 
were duly observed in Glasgow; and that therefore this act should 
not take place until the University of Glasgow bound themselves to 
the punctual observation of the same. The Council approved of the 
said report, and enacted that the said Parliamentary visitation shall 
be put to due execution in the University of this city so soon as the 
same is done in the University of Glasgow ; and till such time as the 
said act shall take place in both the said Universities, appointed all 
students entering to the Semi class to undergo an examination upon 
the Greek in presence of the Greek Professor : Also appointed, that 
no scholar from any private school within this city or its liberty shall 
be allowed to enter to the Philosophy classes, unless he has been a 
year under a fixed Professor of Greek, and this to take place at Ik 
sitting down of the sessions in October first : And statute and 
ordain, that none shall have a title to the degree of Master of Arts 
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except such as, after their first year's reading of Greek, either under 
any teacher not within the liberties of this city (until the Parlia- 
mentary act of visitation take place), or under our, or any other 
fixed Professor of Greek, shall attend our Professor of Greek his 
private lectures, for their further improvement in that language, for 
at least another year, so long as he continues to give the same five 
days in the week ; and he is hereby obliged not to take an honorary 
from any scholar above twice, which shall entitle all to attend such 
private lectures as many sessions as they please : And further 
ordain, that none be enrolled students of Divinity but such as have 
got the degree of Master of Arts, and report a certificate thereof to 
the Professor of Divinity." 

15M January 1735.— " Having considered a representation of 
the Principal and Professors of the College, with answers thereto 
made by Mr. Drummond, Professor of Greek, and having heard the 
opinion of a Committee, to whom the same was referred, the Coun- 
cil resolved that the matters mentioned in the said representation 
and answers, be taken into consideration, at the visitation which is 
appointed to be held in the College upon the 27th instant ; mean- 
time did supersede the effect and execution of the act of Council 
therein specified, in favours of Mr. Drummond, dated the 11th of 
September last." % 

\bth January 1735. — Mr. John Kcr, Professor of Humanity, to 
have possession of the two rooms in the College that were lately in 
the possession of the deceased Mr. Laurence Dundas, and that 
during the Council's pleasure. 

VOL. LVI. 

15/A August. — Report of committee about teaching Greek. See 
September 10, infra. 

2$th August. — Mr. Robert Henderson, Library-keeper, to give 
in an account of the present state of the Library, and of what cata- 
logues of the books he has made out. 

10th September. — The above order renewed, and that Mr. Hen- 
derson give strict attendance in the Library, and admit Mr. William 
Lauder to inspect the presses and shelves. 

Upon the report of committee about teaching Greek, the Council 
agreed to put the Professorship of Greek on the same footing with the 
Professors of Greek in other Colleges in Scotland; and that the Pro- 
fessors of Greek and Philosophy begin the business of their respective 
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professions on the 20th of November yearly, aud, after that date, to 
interfere no more in teaching the business of the other Professors. 

15fA October. — Intimation of this act to be made to the Principal 
and Professors. 

M December. — Professor Bayne to have a chamber in the College. 

17M December. — Mr. George Abercrombie, Advocate, on the 
King's presentation, to be admitted Professor of Public Law and 
Law of Nature and Nations in place of Mr. William Kirkpatrick, 
Advocate, bearing date September 5, last. The Magistrates agree 
to the admission, but protest against its prejudging their right as 
patrons. 

26M December. — Alexander Carlyle, 1 son to Mr. William Carlyle, 
minister at Prestonpans, preferred to a Bursary of Philosophy on 
Hector Ford of Branxton's 3Iortification. The same rescinded 
February 18, 1730, as the holder was not qualified according to the 
Mortification, and a Bursary of Philosophy granted him on L>r. 
Robert Johnston's Mortification. 

21s/ January 1736. — Mr. Monro, Professor of Anatomy, upon 
a petition from him, allowed a room in the College, during the 
Council's pleasure, and that for teaching his private sessions only. 

VOL. LVII. 

28M July. — Dr. Pringle's rooms in the College to be repaired. 

10tk November. — Dr. William Wishart, minister of a dissenting 
congregation in London, elected Principal 4 in place of Mr. James 
Smith, deceased. 

1 7//* November. — College committee to order Mr. Robert Hen- 
derson to deliver in a catalogue of the books and other things under 
his care. 

8th December. — Bursars to extract their acts ; and all grants of 
bursaries which shall hereafter be made and granted, and shall not 
be extracted and duly intimated to the College Treasurer, or his 
successors, within the space of thirty- one days next after the same 
shall be given, shall be void. 

» [Dr. Alexander Carlyle, afterwards name. For some reason not explains! 

minister of Inveresk, and whose re- he was not installed until the i*th of 

cently published Autobiography has November the year following. Aboct 

excited so much attention.] fifteen or sixteen months after his ia- 

stallation, he became minister of New 

[Dr. William Wishart was the son Greyfriars' Church. - See Morrai> 

of the former Principal of the same Annuls, vol. i. pp. 309-315.] 
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VOL. LVI1I. 

13M July 1737. — Upon a leet of two from the Advocates, viz., 
Mr. John Erskine, senior, and Mr. James Balfour, the Magistrates 
and Council elect the said John Erskine 1 Professor of Scots Law, 
in place of Mr. Andrew Bayne, deceased. Salary £100 sterling. 
Erskine compeared, and qualified himself by swearing and signing 
the oath de fideli administratione — the oath appointed to be taken 
by every person who obtained any lucrative office of this city by the 
Council's act, dated September 10, 1718, — the oaths of allegiance 
and abjuration, and by signing the assurance to his Majesty, King 
George the Second. 

9th November. — Dr. William Wishart appeared in Council, and 
took the usual oaths. Installed this day, and a copy of the regula- 
tions and instructions, usually given to his predecessors, to be 
delivered to him. 

7 th December. — A Commission from the King to Mr. Patrick 
Camming, one of the ministers of the city, 1 to be Professor of 
Ecclesiastical History in place of Mr. Matthew Crawford, was read. 
Resolved that he be admitted, under the protest, that his admission 
should not prejudge the Council's right to the patronage of the 
College. 

VOL. LIX. 

31** March 1738.— Dr. Charles Alston' elected Professor of 
Medicine and Botany. 

10M May.— Tack of the Physic garden in the College, granted 
rent free for twelve years from Martinmas 1738, to Drs. Kuther- 
ford, Sinclair, and Plummer, Professors of Medicine. 



1 [From Erskine's high reputation, the 
class of Scots Law was now attended 
by a greater number of students than 
formerly. His text book for several 
years was Mackenzie's Institutions ; but 
about the year 1752 he published a 
text-book of his own. He taught Scots 
Law in the University twenty-eight 
years. His Institute of the Law of 
Scotland, which is still considered a 
standard book on the subject, was not 
published till after his death in 1773. 
He was the father of the celebrated Dr. 
John Erskine, one of the ministers of 
the Greyfriars' Church, Edinburgh.] 

i [Cumming had recently been trans- 
lated from Lochmaben to Edinburgh. 



He gave lectures upon Jo. Alphonsi 
Turret in i Compendium Historia' Eccle- 
siastica-. He died on the 1st of April 
1776, in the eighty-first year of his age. 
— See Morren's Annals, vol. i. pp. 319- 
324, and vol. ii. p. 391.] 

3 [Alston, who was King's Botanist 
for Scotland, was elected in the room 
of Mr. George Preston, who had been 
long superannuated. He was Professor 
twenty-two years ; and during that 
period he regularly delivered two courses 
of lectures every year, one on Botany 
in summer, and the other on Materia 
Afetliea in winter. He died on the 22d 
of November 1760, in the seventy- 
seventh year of his age.] 
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267/t July. — Colin Drunmiond resigns his Professorship of Greek 
to be joined with Mr. Robert Law, son to the deceased Mr. William 
Law of Elvingston, late Professor of Moral Philosophy, on condi- 
tion that he enjoy his salary during his life, and be allowed to teach 
students of Chirurgery, Anatomy, or Medicine such Greek books 
as relate to their business only. 

Previous notice had been given, namely, by an act of Council, 
July 19, to the Principal and Professors and Ministers to attend 
in the Burgh room, on Tuesday following, at three o'clock after- 
noon, the trial of Mr. Robert Law's qualifications for teaching 
Greek. The examinators declared themselves satisfied with Mr. 
Robert Law's qualifications. Mr. Drummond and he are therefore 
elected conjunct Professors of Greek. 

VOL. LX. 

Wth December 1739.— Mr. Robert Smith, surgeon, elected Pro^ 
fessor of Midwifery in the College, on the death of Joseph Gibson. 
Professor thereof in the city, but without a salary. 1 

vol. LXI. 

l$th March 1741.— A bond by the city to Patrick Manderston. 
College Treasurer, and his successors in office, to and for the use 
of the said College, pursuant to the Council's act, February 11th 
last, containing the accumulated sum of £11,451, 12s. 2$d. sterling, 
bearing annual rent, from and after Candlemas last, with £20(M) 
sterling of liquidate penalty, was brought in, and read, and signed, 
and ordered to be registered in the Burgh Court Books. 

VOL. LX1I. 

11 th November. — College Treasurer s account from Lammas 1739 
to Lammas last 1741, with the account of mortcloth dues. — Hi* 
charge, inclusive of £23, 2s 4d. sterling, of former arrears, amounts 
to £2192, lis. 5d. ; and his discharge extends to £1853, Os. 8jid. ; 
balance due by him, £339, 10s. H^d. 

0 th December.— On the death of Mr. Robert Law," joint Professor 

' [Smith's commission was ampler s [Law taught only three session.*, 

than that of his predecessor ; it con- when he was prematurely cut off by 

ntituted him a member of the Senate, consumption.) 
He held thin Professorship 17 wars.) 
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of Greek, Mr. Colin Drumniond resigns, on condition he may retain 
the salary upon a new election, and be on the same footing he was 
with Mr. Law. 

Mr. Robert Hunter elected, as he had given sufficient proof of 
his qualifications by teaching Greek privately within this city, for 
several years, with great success and applause. He qualifies. Only 
the fees granted to Mr. Hunter ; the salary annexed to the office 
being reserved for Mr. Drummond. 

The Humanity class being vacant by the death of Mr. John Ker, 
two candidates having appeared, Mr. Foulis and Mr. George Stewart, 
the Council agree, previous to the choice of their delegates, that the 
Principal and Professors take trial of the knowledge of these two 
candidates in the Greek and Latin languages, and report. 

Wth December. — The trial not yet being taken, a majority of the 
Council agree now to choose their delegates, viz., Bailie Mark 
Sandilands, and Walter Boswell, Deacon of the Hammermen. The 
delegates instructed to insist on a trial of the candidates, before all 
the delegates, and ordered to give their votes for the best qualified, 
according to the signed report of the examinators. 

ltith December. — An extract of the election of Mr. George 
Stewart to be Professor of Humanity produced, bearing that the 
delegates had met in the Advocates' Library, December 11, 1741, 
viz., Lord Justice- Clerk; Lord Minto; Mr. James Graham of Airth, 
Dean of Faculty ; Mr. Alexander M'Millan, Deputy- Keeper of the 
Signet; and the two from the Town-Council as above. The Town- 
Council delegates insisted on a trial ; and the two candidates attend- 
ing informed them that each believed the other sufficiently qualified, 
and therefore insisted not on a trial, but submitted themselves to the 
delegates ; who accordingly proceeded to the election. The two 
Lords of Session, and two delegates for the Council, voted for Mr. 
Stewart, and the rest for Mr. Foulis. Whereupon all the delegates 
declared that Mr. Stewart was duly elected, and appointed Mr. 
Ruddiman, their clerk, to give out extracts to all having interest. 
The Council appoint Mr. Stewart to be admitted. 

3d February 1742. — Reported by Bailie Mark Sandilands and 
his committee, that they were of opinion that the proper place for 
building the observatory in the College is at the back of the house 
formerly possessed by Mr. John Ker ; that therefore Mr. M'Laurin 
should have possession of the said house, and what more of the ad- 
jacent rooms he may have occasion for, he paying the ordinary rent 
for the said rooms. 
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10M February. — Mr. Robert Hunter allowed to po**» sevrn 
rooms in the College rent free, upon condition of his layh.* out £50 
sterling of his own money in repairing the said rooms ; and if be die 
before five years, that then £10 sterling yearly shall be paid to his 
heirs, for the remainder of that time. 

vol. lxiii. 

17 th March. — Room in the College possessed by Mr. J «fcn Mur- 
doch, French teacher, to be given to Mr. George Stewa: dnrui: 
the pleasure of the Council. 

25th August. — Memorial from Mr. Robert Stewart, 1 Proffer ' 
Natural Philosophy, read in Council, setting forth, that he Lad h<*« 
above thirty-eight years a member of the University, and * as d«»* 
old, and requesting that his son, Dr. John Stewart, might be o»l 
junct Professor with him ; and stating that Dr. Stewart b* J pr> i 
proof of his abilities, by teaching a good part of the last * <*k>o, tf 
the general satisfaction of all the students, aud was amplv re.'*, 
mended by those Professors of the College whose subjects wer«. 
most nearly connected with that of Natural Philosophy. TV* n 
commendations read. Signed, — Colin Drumraond, Gr. L. et I'M 
P. ; Charles Alston, M. et Bot. P. ; Colin M'Laurin, Math F 
Alexander Monro, Anat. P.; Andrew Plummer, Med. P . J" 
Rutherford, Med. P. Professors and ministers to take trial at « 
in the lower Council house on Tuesday first. 

1st September. — Report of the Examiuators, who were the Fan- 
cipal and Professors of the College, in presence of some o ^ 
Town- Council and some of the ministers of the city. The ena* 
nation took place, August 31. Report favourable to Dr. J ^ 
Stewart. Also produced the avisamcntum of the ministers *V 
attended the examination, in favour of the said Dr. John Sto*i"* 
Wherefore he and his father, Mr. Robert, are chosen joint Profe-n 
of Natural Philosophy, the salary being reserved to Mr. Robert * ■ 
the other emoluments to Dr. John, during their joint lives, ai « 



1 [Professor Robert Stewart was the 
youngest son of Sir Thomas Stewart 
of Coltness, Bart. He appears at first 
to have taught the Cartesian philoso- 
phy, in which he had been educated ; 
a system of philosophy very different 
from that into which Mr. Colin M'Lau- 
rin, who contemporaneously occupied 
the Mathematical Chair, initiated his 



class. But for a considerable no. ** 
of years, during the latter pen<<! '* 
his Professorship, having renou.-*- 
as untenable, the Cartesian the «*■ 
he taught the Newtonian system 1 
followed Keill's Introduction, H** 1 
statics and Pneumatics, and adopt* • 
his text-book, Gregory's Optics, » 
tronomy, etc] 
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being declared that they are to have but one voice in the Faculty 
ot Professors, and that per vices. They qualify. 

24M November. — College treasurer's accounts from Lammas 1741 
to Michaelmas 1742. His charge, including £81, 7s. 0£d. of former 
arrears, and £339, 10s. 8d., the balance due by Patrick Manderston, 
last College treasurer, amounts to £1335, 15s. 7£d. sterling ; and 
bis discharge, inclusive of £542, 9s. 8d. of arrears, amounts to 
£1518, 2s. 0§d. ; balance due to him, £182, 6s. 6£d. 

1st December 1742. — " Upon a representation from the Principal 
nd Professors of this city's University, setting forth that they were 
informed an attempt was made to set up a stage in this place with- 
out warrant of law : That they could not but be apprehensive that 
dleness ;.nd corruption of manners among the youth was likely 
o flow from a licentious acting of stage plays, while there 
rere so many dissolute pieces of that sort in the English language, 
•.nd the choice left to such as either from their own taste, or in 
jompliance with the vicious relish of the multitude, were likely to 
;hoose such performances as had the most direct tendency to cor- 
rupt the morals of the audience, especially those of the younger 
3ort : That their former observations had greatly confirmed them in 
this apprehension, where the performances had been frequent and 
the access easy : That the unhappy influence of playhouses, where 
there arc Universities, had been apparent to the Legislature, for 
which reason all such in or near Oxford or Cambridge are by Act 
of Parliament lately discharged Praying, therefore, the honour- 
able Council on these accounts to take proper measures for sup- 
pressing the same : Which having been considered by the Magistrates 
and Council, they authorized the Magistrates to cause prosecute the 
slage players before the Court of Session, who either have or shall 
attempt to act plays and interludes within this city or liberties 
thereof, contrary to Act of Parliament, and to the prejudice of the 
youth of this city, and do recommend to the Magistrates to cause 
carry on said prosecution with the utmost frugality, and to report 
from time to time the success therein." 



VOL. LXIV. 

I4ih December 1743. — Catalogue of the College Library, 
borrowed by the deceased Bailie Blackwood from the Keeper 
of the Library on receipt, presented in Council with the said 
receipt. 
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l$th July 1744.— Letter from Dr. John Pringle, Professor ot 
Moral Philosophy, 1 to the Lord Provost, dated Brussels, June 20tL 
n.s., 1744, intimating that he cannot easily return to resume hi* 
office. At the time he wrote last to his Lordship, there were soum 1 
hopes of an accommodation between the warring powers ; " but 
now," say3 he, " since the open rupture with France, as the dura- 
tion of the war is very uncertain, I can with no assurance ask am 
further indulgence from your Lordship and the rest of my honour- 
able patrons." As the town had already granted him leave of 
absence, he could not well expect farther indulgence. He leave? 
the matter in the hands of the Town -Council. The Provost autho- 
rized to prepared an answer. 

'20th July. — The Provost's answer, expressing great respect for 
Dr. Pringle, but hopes he will send a letter of resignation : still 
they arc willing to indulge him another year, if he could assure 
them that he would then return to his duty in the College as 
formerly. The patrons had now indulged his residence abroad for 
two years. 

August. — Report from committee on the College affairs, 
that Mr. Robert Hunter, Professor of Greek, had, in consequence 
of an act of Council, February 10, 1742, expended upwards of £50 
sterling in repairing the house he possesses in the College. 

17 th August. — An answer from Dr. Pringle, dated Brussels, 
August 15, n.s., 1744, accepting indulgence, but unwilling to pro- 
mise the conditions. 

The Provost to write a reply, that the Council, since they can- 
not have a security for his returning to the exercise of his profes- 
sion in the University, desire that he would be pleased to send hi- 
resignation. 

VOL. LXV. 

27th March 1745. — Dr. Pringle sends a letter of resignation, 
dated London, March 19, 1745. The Council accept it, and re- 
commend to Mr. William Cleghorn, Master of Arts, and son of 

1 [I)r. Pringle did not teach the Moral March 1744 he was made Physician 

Philosophy class many years. He first General to his Majesty's Force* in tk* 

received from the Karl of Stair an ap- Low Countries and parts beyond 

poiutment to be physician to his Lord- as well as physician to the royal hv- 

ship, as Commander of the British pitals in the same countries. Th*-* 

Army. Upon the 24th of August 1742, situations he was unwilling to tv.^*j 

he was constituted physician to the for the sake of retaining his Profess* « 

military hospitals in Flanders ; and In ship.] 
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the deceased Hugh Cleghorn, merchant burgess of Edinburgh, who 
has had the charge of Dr. Pringles class during his absence, to 
continue his course of lectures during the rest of the session. 

Wednesday, 22d May. — Resolved that on Tuesday next, at three 
o'clock afternoon, the Council meet in the laigh Council- house, 
and that the ministers of the city be then desired to attend to give 
their avisamentum anent the choice of a Professor of Moral Philo- 
sophy, for supplying the vacancy in this class by the demission of 
Dr. Pringle, and Mr. Hutcheson's declining to accept. 1 

bth June. — Mr. William Cleghorn chosen Professor of Pneu- 
matics and Moral Philosophy, ad vitam aut culpam. 

5th June. — Recommended to the College committee to inquire 
and consider how far the several Professors observe the directions 
and instructions laid down to them by the several acts of Council 
heretofore made, and what farther directions may be necessary to 
be given to the Professors in time coming, and to consider this 
matter with all convenient speed, and report. 

19th June. — Mr. William Cleghorn appears in Council and quali- 
fies. Bailie John Yetts authorized to repair to the College and 
install him in the usual manner. 

6th September. — Upon a memorial from Mr. Robert Hunter, 
Professor of Greek, setting forth that he used to make more by 
private teaching than all the emoluments that presently accrue to 
him, the salary annexed to that office being reserved to Mr. Colin 
Drummond, the other joint Professor during his life, the Council 
allow him 400 marks salary yearly during the life of Colin Drum- 
mond, joint Professor. 

The Council, upon a memorial from Dr. Charles Alston, Professor 
of Botany, in regard there is no salary annexed to that Professorship, 
allowed him 500 marks annually, during the Council's pleasure, 
from Lammas 1746, as the Doctor has now, upwards of twenty-five 
years, been employed in that station, and, as such, has deservedly 
acquired a very great character. 



i [A week after Dr. Pringle's resig- 
nation was accepted, namely, on the 
3d of April, the Town-Council trans- 
mitted a presentation to the vacant 
chair to the celebrated Dr. Francis 
Hutcheson, Professor of Moral Philo- 
sophy in the College of Glasgow, who 
was then in the meridian of his fame. 



But this eminent philosopher declined 
to accept of the proffered preferment. 
It was on this occasion that Hume the 
historian applied for this chair ; hut 
his philosophical theories, which he had 
already published, effectually operated 
against his success.] 



Digitized by Google 



414 



APPENDIX. 



VOL. LXVI. 

bth January 1747.— William Alexander, old Treasurer, elects 
College Treasurer for the year ensuing. 

Committee named for College affairs. . . . Any five of them to 
be a quorum, the preses being always one. 

20th January. — Mr. Joseph Ferguson preferred to Bursary <-f 
Divinity on Buchanan of that Ilk's Mortification. 

Mr. John Gibson preferred to Bursary of Divinity on Mr. J ana 
Nairne's Mortification. 

Mr. Thomas Hunter preferred to Bursary of Divinity on Mr. 
James Nairne's Mortification. 

25th February . — Ralph M'Farlane preferred to Bursary of Di- 
vinity on Dr. Robert Leighton's Mortification. 

George Couples preferred to Bursary of Divinity on Mr. Andrew 
Ramsay's Mortification. 

Dugald Stewart, son to Mr. Charles Stewart, minister at Campbel 
toun, preferred to Bursary of Philosophy on Dr. Johnston's Morti- 
fication. 

Thomas Blacklock preferred to Bursary of Philosophy on Dr. 
Johnston's Mortification. 

Andrew Petrie preferred to Bursary of Philosophy on Hector 
Ford's Mortification. 

Robert Leiston, son to Mr. Robert Leiston, minister at Aberdour. 
preferred to Bursary of Philosophy on Hector Ford's Mortification. 

John Milne preferred to Bursary of Philosophy on Hector Ford '* 
Mortification. 

Adam Watson, sou to James Watson, under-janitor of the Collep? 
of Edinburgh, preferred to Bursary of Philosophy on Sir Andre* 
Ramsay's Mortification. 

John Bald, son to James Bald, merchant in Edinburgh, preferred 
to Bursary of Philosophy on Dr. Johnston's Mortification. 

Alexander lire preferred to Bursary of Philosophy on Dr. John- 
ston's Mortification. 

William Gloag, son to Mr. Andrew Gloag, minister at We?t 
Calder, preferred to Bursary of Philosophy on Hector Ford's Mor 
tification. 

Thomas Blacklock preferred to Bursary of Philosophy on Johr 
M'Morran's Mortification. 

25th March. — Mr. Robert Henderson, Library-keeper. demiU 
having held that office since November 21, 1684. Allowed tore- 
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tain his salary during his life, on condition that he deliver a cata- 
logue of all the books belonging to the College Library within three 
months, and make good those wanting, but in case they exceed 
£10 sterling in value, then such a part of his salary shall be re- 
tained and given to his successor during Mr. Henderson's life, as 
the Lord Provost, on behalf of the city, and Mr. Robert Craigie of 
Glendoick, late Lord Advocate for Scotland, on behalf of Mr. Hen- 
derson, shall jointly determine, over and above making good to the 
College the value of such books as shall be found amissing. Mr. 
George Stewart, Professor of Humanity, chosen Librarian, ad vitam 
aut culpam ; to have the perquisites, but Mr. Henderson to have 
the salary, £33, 6s. 8d. sterling. Mr. Stewart to make out a cata- 
logue of the Library within fifteen months from this date ; and 
annually to give the Council in December a list of the books pur- 
chased or gifted during the preceding year ; bound to subject him- 
self to the Council's regulations. He appears in Council, accepts 
of his office, and qualifies. 

The city's clerks to lend him on receipt such catalogues of the 
College Library as are in their possession. 

\5th April. — Bond by Mr. George Stewart, as Library-keeper, 
produced for making forthcoming the books of the Library, and 
making good the other conditions mentioned in his commission. 
Mr. Alexander Kincaid, bookseller in Edinburgh, his cautioner. 
Letter of cautionary registered in Burgh Court books. 

\hth May. — College committee appointed to inquire into the 
present state of the Library ; what catalogues relative thereto are 
in the College ; in whose custody they are ; and what books are want- 
ing which are recorded in any of these catalogues ; and what books 
are in the Library, purchased or given to the College, which are 
not in those catalogues ; and to report. 

10M June. — College committee to cause make an inventory of 
all the instruments belonging to the city, necessary for illustrating 
any branch of Natural Philosophy, that are deposited in the College, 
and to take Professor Stewart's receipt, and to report. 

24//i June.— There being at present one vacant bursary in the 
College on King William's Mortification, in order to supply the 
same, a list of three candidates to be made out, to be presented to 
the Barons of Exchequer by the College Treasurer. 

Hd July. — A like list. 

22c7 July. — Mr. Robert Rutherford, Divinity bursar by a pre- 
sentation on Sir James M'Lurg's Mortification, presented by John 
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Adam of Whitslaid. rice patronis. To commence at Cantilena 
last : for four years. 

26/A August.— It being represented that the Council by their ad 
February 9, 1726, had nominated and appointed Andrew Sincki: 
and John Rutherford, Doctors of Medicine, Professors of the Theor? 
and Practice of Medicine, and Andrew Plummer and John Inn^. 
Doctors of Medicine, Professors of Medicine and Chemistry in th" 
College of Edinburgh, under sundry conditions and provisions men 
tioned in the aforesaid act : And as through some mistake or ina J 
vertency, the said act had not been engrossed in the Principal 
Record of Council, and as the fact was transacted during the aii 
ministration of some of the present members of Council, and recent 
in their memories, and fully set forth in the extract thereof, undt r 
the hands of Mr. Adam Watt, late one of the city clerks : The Lord 
Provost, Magistrates, and Council, with the Deacons of Crafts, ordi 
nary and extraordinary, therefore did. and hereby do, in order t 
rectify the aforesaid mistake, declare the said act to be as valid in 
all respects, as if recorded in its proper place, and ordered the sai«i 
extract to be engrossed in the present Record of Council, the tenon 
whereof follows : — 

" Edixbl'roh, February 9, 1726 
" The which day, the Council being convened, ancnt the petiti" 
given in by the above Doctors, Fellows of the Royal College of Pby 
sicians at Edinburgh, showing that the petitioners had. under th 
Council's protection, undertaken the professing and teaching of 
Medicine in this city, and under this encouragement had carried it 
on with some success : That if it were tanght in the College by the 
petitioners, it would promote it more than the way in which they 
had hitherto undertaken it : That the sole power of instituting such 
professions in the College, and of electing of persons qualified i.> 
profess the same, was vested in the Council : That the promoting 
the foresaid profession was only what was intended by the peti- 
tioners, which would tend to the benefit and honour of this city and 
country : Craving, therefore, that the Council would institute thi< 
profession in the College of Edinburgh, and appoint the petitioner* 
to teach and profess the same, as the petition bears : Which beinj 
maturely considered, and the Council being fully couvinced thai 
nothing can contribute more to the flourishing of this or any oth* 
College, than that all the parts of academical learning be profes*\i 
and taught in them by able Professors, they were of opinion that if 
would be of great advantage to this College, city, and country, that 
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Medicine in all its branches be taught and professed here by such a 
number of Professors of that science as may by themselves promote 
students to their degrees, with as great solemnity as is done in any 
other College or University at home or abroad. The Council, fur- 
ther considering that the petitioners have given the clearest proof 
of their capacity and ability to reach the above valuable ends and 
purposes, they having already professed and taught Medicine with 
good success and advantage, and with the approbation of all the 
learned in that science here, Do therefore unanimously constitute, 
nominate, and appoint Andrew Sinclair and John Rutherford, 
Doctors of Medicine, Professors of the Theory and Practice of 
Medicine, and Andrew Plummcr and John Innes, Doctors of Medi- 
cine, Professors of Medicine and Chemistry in the College of Edin- 
burgh, with full power to all of them to profess and teach Medicine 
in all its branches in the said College as fully and freely as the said 
science is taught in any University or College in this or any other 
country : And do, by thir presents, give, grant, and bestow upon 
the said four Professors of Medicine, and of the particular branches 
thereof above mentioned, all the liberties, privileges, and immuni- * 
ties that at present or hereafter are or may be enjoyed by the Pro- 
fessors of any other science in the foresaid College, and particularly 
with full power to them to examine candidates, and to do every- 
thing requisite and necessary to the graduation of Doctors of Medi- 
cine as amply and fully, and with all the solemnities that the same 
is practised and done by the Professors of Medicine in any College 
or University whatsoever. And it is hereby further provided and 
declared, that two only of the said Professors of 3Icdicine shall at 
one time have the privilege of voting with the other Professors in 
College affairs ; and that these two enjoy the privilege of deliberat- 
ing on and voting in the affairs of general concern to the College, 
whereanent the Professors have been in use to deliberate and vote, 
in manner after directed, viz. : the said Andrew Sinclair and 
Andrew Plummer are hereby appointed and privileged to deliberate 
and vote with the other Professors in their College affairs, from 
the day of their admission till March 1, 17*27, and the said John 
Rutherford and John Innes, from the said 1st March 17*27, to enjoy 
the same privilege for the succeeding year ; and so by turns during 
their respective lives, and their continuing in office ; and that this 
act shall take place ad ritam out culpam. And it is hereby to 
be understood, that if their number be diminished by death or 
otherwise, the survivors continuing to profess and teach Medicine 

2 D 
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shall enjoy the foresaid privileges. And, lastly, it is hereby ex- 
pressly provided and declared, that the said four Professors, or anj 
of them, shall not have any fee or salary for their professing or 
teaching Medicine, by virtue of this present Act, or in time coming, 
which shall be payable out of the revenue or patrimony which doe- 
or may at any time hereafter, belong to this city, whereanent thir 
presents shall be a warrant. 

" Extracted (Signed) Ad. Watt. 

August. — Considering that by the decease of Eh-. John 
Innes, and the valetudinary state of health of Dr. Andrew Sinclair 
Medicine cannot be so well taught in this College as hitherto ; aixi 
as Dr. Kobert Whytt has for a considerable time past taught Medi 
cine in this city's College to the universal content of all the gentle- 
men learned in that science, and is every other way well recom- 
mended : Therefore the Couucil elect him one of the Professors or 
the Theory and Practice of Medicine, ad vitam ant cttlpam, in 
room and place of Dr. John Innes, deceased ; but with the provision?, 
conditions, and limitations contained in the Council's act. Februan 
9, 1720 : Grant him all the emoluments, liberties, privileges, aiui 
immunities appertaining to the said Professorship, particularly t- 
examine candidates, and to do every other thing requisite and neces- 
sary for the graduation of Doctors of Medicine: With this proviso, thai 
in case of the death of any of the other three Professors of Medi- 
cine, no new choice or nomination shall be made, but the Thevrv 
and Practice of Medicine and Chemistry shall be taught by I>r 
Whytt and the other two surviving Professors: Also, that the mSA 
Dr. Whytt, by his acceptation hereof, became expressly bour.J 
punctually to observe and obey all the acts and bye-laws made cf 
to be made by the Council touching the government and admiui- 
tration of the College : Also, he should give regular lectures. 

Ordered that Bailie J. Brown, and his committee, install the 
said Dr. Kobert Whytt 1 one of the Professors of the Theory aci 
Practice of Medicine in the said College. 

'2d September. — Mr. Matthew Stewart, minister of the gospel at 
Itoseneath, 8 chosen Professor of Mathematics iu place of Coiit 

1 [Robert Whytt, son of Robert Whytt practice as a physician in Edinlurv-. 

of Bennochy, Advocate, was an alum- In 17»»1 he was made first pby>icun i 

nus of the University of St. Andrews, h is Majesty George the Third. He <\ ■ 

studied medicine at Edinburgh, and April in the fifty -second y- 

took his degree of M.D. at Rheiins in «>f his age.] 

17H6. At this time he was in extensive • [Mr. Matthew Stewart wa* the ki 
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M'Laurin, deceased, ad vitam ant culpam. Salary, £88, 6s. 8d. 
sterling. 

4th September.— The Lord Provost to write to Mr. Matthew 
Stewart, informing him of his election, and expressing that it would 
be agreeable to the Council to know how soon he could conveniently 
be loosed from his pastoral charge at Roseneath, so as to be in 
readiness to enter on the duties of his office against the term of 
Martinmas next. 

VOL. LXVIT. 

1th October. — Committee on College affairs. 

21st October. — Mr. Matthew Stewart appeared in Council, and 
accepted and qualified. Also took and subscribed the oath in the 
Council's act, September 10, 1718. 

30th December. — Kenneth Bayne of Tulloch presents Charles 
Robertson, son to Mr. Francis Robertson, minister of the gospel at 
Clyne, in the shire of Sutherland, to a bursary of Divinity, upon 
Bayne of Tulloch 's Mortification, for two years. 

6th January 1748. — Andrew Petrie, son to Robert Petrie, 
minister of the gospel at Cannoby, Bursar of Philosophy on Lord 
Warriston's Mortification. Four years. Presented by Dame Grizell 
Baillie of Jerviswood, relict of the deceased Sir Alexander Murray 
of Stanhope. 

9th March. — Mr. Matthew Stewart to possess the house in the 
College occupied by the late Colin M'Laurin, he always paying 
rent for the same 

Professor George Stuart, upon his petition, allowed rooms for 
a house in the College, having a great deal of duty in the Library, 
etc., and wishing to keep boarders. 

The petitioner states, that, on his entry to the office of Library- 
keeper, he found the Library in the utmost confusion, without any 
catalogue but a very imperfect press one, by which no book called 
for could be found. The petitioner hath now finished, in three 
volumes, folio, an Alphabetical Catalogue, whereby any book can 
be found at once, to the great expense of his health. lie found 
himself obliged to write out one for ordinary use, with a design 
afterwards of writing it over again, in order to make the Library 

of Mr. Dugald Stewart, minister of ami studied theology at Ediuburgh. He 

Rothesay, in the Isle of Bute, ami was was ordained minister of the parish of 

horn in the year 1717. He wan an Roseneath, on the 9th of May 1745.] 
alumnus of the University of Glasgow, 
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this winter subservient to the real design of it. The petitioner bi 
gone over the whole Library three times, and written out a 1L4 
books, either lent or lost by his predecessor, to be laid before ti* 
Council when called for. And whereas Mr. Henderson, for hi* 
press catalogue alone, though of itself altogether useless, had got s 
gratuity of £50 sterling from the Council, the petitioner onk 
begged a place in the College for a dwelling, to be fitted up at hi* 
own expense. 

This remitted to the College committee, who report favourably 
and therefore Mr. Stuart allowed various adjoining chambers c* 
the east side of the upper College court accordingly. Remitted to 
the College committee to fix and ascertain the rent. 

1st July. — Tack of the teinds of Dumbarney granted for nine 
teen years to John Craigic, younger of Dumbarney, Advocate, f -r 
himself, and in name of the other heritors of the parish of Dmc 
barney, containing an yearly tack-duty of 140 lbs. 18s. 4d. Scot 
by and attour the minister's stipend, and eight bolls victual to uV 
minister of Dron. 

10th August. — Bursars, viz. : — 

Mr. John Mackay, bursar of Divinity on Buchanan's Mortificatk*- 
Mr. James Dunsmuir, bursar of Divinity on Buchanan's Mori; 
fication. 

Mr. Duncan Shaw, bursar of Divinity on Struthers's Mortifici- 
tion. 

Mr. Alexander Cochrane, son of the deceased Mr. Hugh Cochrac 
minister at Kilmaurs, bursar of Divinity on Struthers's Mortifica- 
tion. 

Mr. Alexander Glen, bursar of Divinity on Chrystie's Mortitk. 
t ton. 

Mr. Duncan Campbell, bursar of Divinity on Ramsay's Morr* 
out ion. 

Alexander Elliot, son to Alexander Elliot, baxter in Edinburr- 
bursar of Philosophy on Weir and Jenkin's Mortifications. 

Robert Colvill, son to Walter Colvill, baxter in Edinburgh, bursi. 
of Philosophy on Dalgleish's Mortification. 

Archibald Gillies, sou to Gillies, wright in Edinburr 

bursar of Philosophy on Hector Ford's Mortification. 

William Nimmo, son to Patrick Nimmo in Whiteside, bursar • 
Philosophy on Hepburn and Lightbody's Mortification. 

William Sinison, clerk to the baxters of Edinburgh, bursar 
Philosophy on Dr. Johnston s Mortification. 
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Alexander Thomson, bursar of Philosophy on Dr. Johnston's 
Mortification. 

Alexander Tenncnt, bursar of Philosophy on Dr. Johnston's 
Mortification. 

John Graham Pyot, son to Mr. Alexander Pyot, minister at 
Dunbar, bursar of Philosophy on Sir Andrew Ramsay's Mortifica- 
tion. 

Andrew Manderstou, bursar of Philosophy on Hector Ford's 
Mortification. 

hth October. — Committee appointed on College affairs. 

vol. lxviii. 

1st November 1749. — Inter alia, Intimation to be made to Mr. 
George Stuart, Keeper of the Library, that it is the Council's plea- 
sure he should lodge with the city clerks a Catalogue, signed by 
him, of the whole books in or belonging to the Library, containing 
also a full list of the pictures, medals, and other rarities in the 
Library ; and that annually hereafter, before Michaelmas, he deliver 
to the Council a signed Catalogue of the new books entered in 
Stationers' Hall, London, of which he receives a copy, to be added 
to the Council's copy of the Catalogue before mentioned. 

15/A November. — £150 sterling to be paid to Mr. Monro, Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy, being his bygone salary due preceding Whit- 
sunday last, in regard the said demand cannot at present be 
answered out of the College funds. 

31*/ January lToO. — It was represented to the Council that the 
Principal and Professors were going to choose a Printer to the Uni- 
versity, and give him a commission accordingly. The Council find 
this an encroachment upon their rights, they having the sole power 
to choose all office- bearers in the University. The Provost there- 
fore to write to the Principal, that there may be a meeting with 
the College about this, that the thing may be adjusted amicably, as 
the Council wish to be on an amicable footing with the College. 
The Provost promises to write accordingly. 

1th February. — The Provost reported that he. and sundry mem- 
bers of the Council, had held a conference with Principal Wishart 
and Professors about the subject of Printer, and had shown them, 
from the City's record*, that the Council, for upwards of a century 
past, had chosen the Printer to the University. Thereupon the 
Principal and the Professors declared that they would desist from 
their intention. 
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1th March. — Mr. William Maitland, on petition, gets £40 to 
enable him to proceed in publishing his History of Edinburgh. 1 

4th April. — Mr. Sands, College treasurer, produced a missive 
addressed to him, from Mr. George Stuart, Keeper of the College 
Library. With the letter, Mr. Stuart sent him an exact sub- 
scribed catalogue of the books, manuscripts, etc., in the College 
Library, and promised that he would annually for the future send 
a list of the additional books ; he said he had already written two 
Alphabetical Catalogues, and intended to write out a fair copy. 
Mr. Sands produced the aforesaid Catalogue. 

A committee appointed to meet with a committee of the College, 
to compare the Catalogue given in by Mr. Stuart with former Cata- 
logues of the College Library. 

vol.. LXIX. 

bth June 1751. — A petition from sundry students, requesting the 
Council would retain Mr. James Robertson, preacher of the gospel, 
to teach Hebrew, etc., in place of Mr. Dawson. Mr. Robertson 
greatly recommended by Joannes Jacobus Schultens, Professor of 
Oriental Languages at Leydcn ; also by Dr. Hunt, Regius Professor 
of Hebrew at the University of Oxford. Avisameutum with the 
miuisters ordered. 

20M June. — Mr James Robertson 1 chosen in conjunction with 
Mr. William Dawson ; authorized to take fees. He appears in 
Couucil, accepts, and qualifies. To be installed in his offiee in the 
usual form. 

VOL. LXX. 

1th December. — In consequence of some dispute, the town graut 
a new joint commission to Mr. Robertson and Mr. Dawson ; bv 
which Mr. Robertson, for his present encouragement, is to have 
the house and classroom in the College rent free, with £10 yearly 



' [Maitland was a Ffllow of the Royal 
Society. His History of Edinburgh 
appeared in 17.V5. He died in 17f»7, 
leaving a considerable fortune to his 
relatives in Montrose.] 

1 [At the time of his election, Robert- 

son, rrom the reputation he had ac- 
quired for his knowledge of the Hebrew 
ami Aral.ie languages. wa« offered a 



situation in the Dissenting Academy at 
Northampton, over which the well- 
known Dr. Doddridge presided. At 
tir^t he adopted in liis clasr. Biutorf s 
Hebrew (Jrammar; hut he afterward* 
published one of his own compilation, 
which he used in teaching. He alto 
published a Key to the Pentateuch. He 
died on the 26th of November 17*1 ] 
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of Mr. Dawson 's salary, and £20 more yearly from the town, 
during the joint lives of Mr. Dawson and himself ; making in all 
£30 and a free house. 

22d November 1752. — By act of Council, Andrew Syme, burgess 
of Edinburgh, appointed keeper of mortcloths, without salary, and 
to pay monthly 20 pounds Scots out of the perquisites of the said 
oSco to the College treasurer for the time. 

VOL. LXXI. 

27//* June 1753. — Appointed Bailie Alexander Grant and his com- 
mittee to visit that part of the College called the Common Hall, 
and to report and bring in an estimate of the repairs necessary 
thereto, under the hands of skilful tradesmen. 

25M July.— Report about the Common Hall and roof of the High 
Library in the College. Found that the old roof is ruinous and 
should be renewed, and the walls raised so as to make an attic story. 
Estimated expense, £273, KJs. 7 fA. By this alteration, the Low 
Library could probably be let for upwards of £20 sterling per 
annum. The Council approve of the said report, with this addi- 
tion, that as soon as the books can be all removed from the low old 
Library* to the new high intended one, then the former shall be let 
to the highest bidder, for nineteen years, or be let for nineteen 
j'ears as the Council shall think proper. 

Vlth September. — Estimate of additional repairs for the High 
Library in the College, £18, 14s. 4d. Authorized to be done under 
the eyes of the committee. 

17th October.— Estimate of additional repairs, £37, 13s. 4§d. 
Agreed to. 

1th November.— On a representation from Dr. John Stewart, 
Professor of Natural Philosophy, and Mr. Matthew Stewart, Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics, the town agree that, as the High Library of 
the College was at present repairing, the jamb adjoining to the said 
Library should have a flat in place of a scally roof, as presently 
proposed, with a parapet wall round it, so high as to be on a level 
with the Library roof ; which would be particularly useful to the 
professions of the Memorialists. Estimate about £30. 

21*/ December. — Charles Mackie, Professor of Universal His- 
tory, Greek and Roman Antiquities, finding his health considerably 
broke, demits, it being his desire that Mr. John Gordon, a member 
of the Faculty of Advocates, should be conjoined with him in the 
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said office. Intimation of his demission to be given to the Facer 
of Advocates. 

26fft December. — A leet presented by the Faculty of Adrocsk, 
to the Town -Council, consisting of Mr. John Gordon, and K* 
James Hamilton junior. Advocates. Mr. Gordon chosen, in ex- 
junction with Mr. Mackie, Professor of Universal Civil History 
and Greek and Roman Antiquities, ad vitam aut citlpam ; with ih 
right of survivancv to the longest liver. Thereafter yir. (lord i 
compearing in Council, accepted of the said office, and qualified. 

l6fA January 1754. — A commission, read and signed in O-fc- 
cil, naming and appointing Mr. Charles Mackie and Mr. J '- 
Gordon conjunct Professors of Universal Civil History, and Greri 
and Roman Antiquities in the University. 

2d February. — Mr. John Gowdie, Frofessor of Divinity, resign? 
and the Council order a meeting with the ministers to dcliberifr 
about a Principal and Professor of Divinity. 

C*th February. — Having consulted with the ministers of the cirv 
the Council elect Mr. John Gowdie, Principal of the College, b 
place of Dr. William Wishart, deceased ; l and Mr. Robert Hamil 
tou, minister in Old Greyfriars' Church, Professor of Divinity. 1 is 
place of Mr. Gowdie, resigned. 



VOL. LXXH. 



21th March. — Commission to Mr. Gowdie, as Principal of the 
University, and to Mr. Robert Hamilton, as Professor of Divinity 

15M May. — On the resignation of Mr. James Davidson, and .Mr 
Thomas Ruddiman, the town appoint Messrs. Gavin Hamilton aci 
John Balfour. College printers. They must take the Low Library 
and printing-house under it at £18 per annum, and must fornix 
the College Library with a free copy of what classics they stall 
print. 

required, according to a resnzlat*'' 
which had been made by the T..*"B 
Council, to demit his charge a- a w 
nister of the city. Having i*rfoneni 
the duties of n theological Profes*: 
nearly twenty -five years, he retired frw. 
public life, and, on the b»th of Jfcp- 



» [Dr. Wishart died on the 12th of 
May 1753.] 

5 [Mr. Robert Hamilton was the son 
of Dr. William Hamilton, who had 
been Professor of Divinity, and then 
Principal in the University. He was 

formerly minister of Crumond, then tember 1771*. Dr. Andrew Uuntervv 

successively minister of Lady Y ester's eonjoiued with him in the Theok^K&l 

Church, and the Old Greyfriare*. On Chair. He died on the 3d of Ajti 

his election to the Theological Chair, 17S7.— See Morrcn'n Annals, vol h. pp. 

before he could be admitted, he was :*-Si}-3S<», 3i*i».] 
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19th June.— On resignation of, and representation from, Alexander 
VIonro, Professor of Anatomy, bearing that he had taught with suc- 
3 ess thirty-five years, etc., his son, Alexander Monro, 1 is chosen joint 
with him. N.B. — He states, in this representation, that there had 
been more than 200 students of Physic annually for many years 
past at Edinburgh, and that they brought £10,000 at least annually 
to the town. 

10th July. — Alexander Monro senior, and Alexander Monro 
junior, qualify in Council. 

18M July. — Commission to them signed. 

21st August. — Mr. William Cleghorn, on account of bad health, 
resigns his office as Professor of Moral Philosophy. The Council 
accept, and appoint that a meeting be held on Monday next at twelve 
o'clock, to choose a proper person in his room, and that the minis- 
ters of the city be then desired to attend to give their avisamentum. 

2Sth August. — The Provost reports, that avisamentum of the 
ministers had been taken about a successor to Mr. Cleghorn, who 
had died since his resignation. 2 

James Balfour of Pilrig, Advocate, chosen Professor of Pneuma- 
tics and Moral Philosophy.* 

4th September. — Mr. Balfour's commission granted. 

Mr. Robertson, Professor of Hebrew, to have a house in the 
College, rent free, for seven years. 

4th December. — Mr. John Gordon, and Mr. Mackie, demit their 
joint Professorship of Universal Civil History, and Greek and 
Roman Antiquities, and the latter proposes Mr. William Wallace 
junior, Advocate, for a new colleague. Their demission accepted. 
Gordon demitted, that he might be in a condition to accept of the 
Professorship of Civil Law, for which the Faculty of Advocates 
thought him well qualified. In his petition to the Council, he says, 
that he was " sensible himself that he was a better civilian than 
historian." Mackie in his letter to the Council says, that he was 



1 [Alexander Monro, scaindus, after 
a lotig and successful career as a physi- 
cian and professor, had associated with 
him in the Professorship his son, Dr. 
Alexander Monro, tertiu-a, on the 14th 
of November 171*8. He died, October 2, 
1817, in his eighty-fifth year.] 

■ [Professor Cleghorn died at JSdin- 
burgh, on the 23*1 of August 1754, In 
the 36th year of his age ] 



» [Balfour was among the first who 
combated the sceptical philosophy of 
Hume, in two treatises ; the one entitled 
"A Delineation of Morality," and the 
other, " Philosophical Dissertations." 
He also contested the doctrines con- 
tained- in Lord Karnes's Essays on Mo- 
rality and Natural Religion. The can- 
dour and good temper with which he 
wrote commanded the approbation of 
even his opponents.] 
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" advanced in years, and his health considerably broken and th 
he was " apprehensive that he should not be in a condition ray:, 
longer to give eoiledges [lectures] on the subject of his profess**. 

llth iJrrfnibrr. — An estimate of windows for the High Librae 
given in and approved of. £44, lis. (3d. sterling. 

I8/JI December. — Intimation of Mr. John Gordon's resiguat> w 
to be given to the Advocates. 

% 2:\<i December. — Leet given by the Advocates of Mr. Wiflin 
Wallace and David Kennedy, Advocates. Mr Mackie demit*. 
He and Mr. William Wallace chosen conjunct. 

±24 January 1755. — Mr. Robert Dick. Advocate, chosen Pr^ 
feasor of Civil Law on the demission of Mr. Kenneth Mackenzie 
Mr. J anu s Veitch, Advocate, being the other person in the leet. 

'2\>th January — Commission to Mr. Robert Dick read and signal 
in Council. 

VOL. ULX1U. 

oOth July. — A new floor ordered for the new Library. The ex- 
pense estimated at Jl'45 sterling, of which the Professors generous; 
offered to contribute £*2U. 

VJth Stp-euiber. — Dr. William Cullen, present Professor of Medi- 
cine and Chemistry in the College of Glasgow, 1 conjoined with Dr. 
Andrew Plummer in the office of Professor of Medicine and Che- 
mistry. Dr. Plummer had of late been afflicted with palsy, which 
rendered him unable to discharge the duties of his office. 

l0//< December. — Dr. Cullen accepts by letter to the Council. 

21*/ January 1751). — The clerks produced in Council a Cata 
logne of the books in the College Library, made up by Mr. George 
»Stuart, the present Library-keeper, and signed by him, Januarv 1. 
1750. Given to Gilbert Laurie, College treasurer, to be by him 
put into the hands of Mr. Stuart, upon receipt, that he mav add 
to the Catalogue such books as have been put into the Library since 
the same was made up. 

18//* February. — Mr. Robert Smith s demission of the Professor- 

i [It is scarcely necessary to remark, taiunl a European reputation, ai*l i> 

that Dr. Cullen was one of the mot>t sai«l to have brought him about 

eminent nu n in the department of Me<!i- sterling. Besides other works, he yv.\- 

cine who have adorned the University of lished a treatise on Materia Medic*. :r, 

Edinburgh. His great work is '* First two <yiarto volumes, aUmt a year h* 

Lines of tin* Prat-tire of Physic ;" which fore his death, which took place on \h-t 

was tirst published in 177«. It ob- 5th of February 1790.] 
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ship of Midwifery in the College of Edinburgh. Thomas Young, 1 
Surgeon, chosen in his place. No salary. 

Gilbert Laurie, College treasurer, demands £250, to enable him 
to pay Professors salaries and Bursars. 

10M March. — Commission to Drs. Cullen and Plummer pre- 
sented and signed in Council. 

2HfA July. — On Dr. Plummer's death, and Dr. Cullcn's resigna- 
tion, the latter gets a new commission, as sole Professor of Medicine 
and Chemistry. 

1st December. — Report of Dr. Cullen's instalment. 

VOL. LXXIV. 

2d February 1757. — Mr. Gilbert Laurie, College treasurer's 
accounts from Michaelmas 1755 to Michaelmas 1756 : — Charge, 
including £250 got from the late city treasurer, £1616, 19s. 8/ 2 d.; 
discharge, including £414, 5s. 8d. of arrears, £1568, 15s. 9^d. ; 
balance due by him, £4<8, 3s. ll/gd. 

Ordered George Stuart, Library-keeper, to add to the Cata- 
logue the books purchased or got from Stationers' Hall, or gifted to 
the Library since the Catalogue was given in by him to the 
Council. 

\bth June. — On the request of Alexander Monro senior, a new 
commission granted him and his son, as they were now both Doctors 
of Medicine, which none of them had been formerly. 

23</ November. — Accounts of Mr. Nisbet, late College treasurer, 
from Michaelmas 1756 to Michaelmas 1757 :— Charge, including 
£48, 3s. lly^d. of balance, and £80 imprest into his hands, 
,£1525, 8s. 10 J JJd. sterling ; discharge, including arrears, £422, 
2s. 10/yd., £1526, 5s. 4}°d. ; balance due to him, 16s. 6d. 

VOL. LXXV. 

l\th March 1759. — Mr. James Guthrie, College treasurer's ac- 
counts, from Michaelmas 1757 to Michaelmas 1758 : — Charge, 
£1403,, 13s. 8d. sterling; discharge, including 16s. 6d., balance 
paid to Mr. Nisbet, last College treasurer, and £419, 10s. 1 of 
arrears, £1381, 10s. 7 T \d. ; balance due by him, £22, 3s.0yU. 

Wednesday, 21th June. — The Lord Provost having represented 

i [Young opened a class for students confining his attention to the e«luea- 
in tli is branch of medical practice, not tion of female*] 
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that as there is a vacancy in the Professorship of Natural Philo- 
sophy, by the decease of Dr. John Stewart, and that it is expedient 
and necessary the said office should be forthwith supplied with a fit 
and well- qualified person, — the Council therefore resolve that, on 
Friday next, at four o'clock afternoon, the Magistrates meet in the 
Laigh Council -house, and that the ministers of the city be then 
desired to attend, to give their avisamentum anent the choice of a 
Professor for supplying the said vacancy. 

4M July. — On the Provost's report, that the ministers had ap- 
proved of Mr. Adam Ferguson, he is chosen in place of Dr. John 
Stewart deceased. 1 



VOL. lxxvi. 

'2(\th December. — Gilbert Laurie, College treasurer's accounts:— 
His charge, including arrears and £250 impressed into his hands 
by Mr. Guthrie, city treasurer, £1052, Is. 5 r fl g d. ; his discharge. 
£1584, 8s. l^d.; balance due by him, £G7, 13s. 3/ 4 d. 

27 th June 1760. — The Town- Council considering that there is 
no Professor of Rhetoric in this city's University, and that the 
Reverend Dr. Hugh Blair, one of the ministers of this city, has for 
some time past taught that branch of literature with universal 
applause ; and being satisfied that the teaching of Rhetoric in the 
University would be of singular use to students, and a great benefit 
to the city ; and knowing by experience that the said Dr. Blab* L* 
fully qualified for that office : Therefore the Council elect the said 
Dr. Blair to be Professor of Rhetoric in the University, without a 
salary. 

6th August. — Commission to Dr. Blair' read and signed in 

i [Mr. Stewart died on the 12th of * [Dr. Hugh Blair, who was the 

May 1759. Dr. Adam Ferguson, his sue- great -grand son of Mr. Robert Blair, 

cesser, was the son of Adam Ferguson, minister of St. Andrews, Wll minister 

minister of Lopierait, in the Presbytery first of Collessie in Fife, and then >tw 

of Duukeld. He was educated at the cessively of the Canongate, Lady Yw- 

granimar-school of Perth and at the ters, and the High Church, F*linburjrh. 

University of St. Andrews. Having to which last he was removed in 17SR 

studied for the Church, he acted for His lectures on Rhetoric and Belle- 

some time as chaplain to the 4 2d Regi- Lett res excited so great interest, tha: 

ment ; and in 17. r >7 he became tutor in his Majesty George in. was induced t«- 

the family of the Earl of Bute. Fergu- endow the chair in 1762. After bavin.: 

son afterwards successively filled the been delivered for twenty-eight 



('hairs of Moral Philosophy and Mathe- they were published ; Blair recemt^ 

matics. He is the author of various for the copyright £1500. He died «*l 

works. He died at St. Andrews, in the 27th of December 1800. in 

March 1816, in the 93d year of his age 1 eighty -third year of his age.] 
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Council, and Mr. Gilbert Laurie ordered to install him as Professor 
of Rhetoric. 

11th December. — Dr. Cullcn, at the request of the students of 
Medicine, had, in consequence of the death of Dr. Charles Alston, 
agreed to teach Materia Medica for this session, should he obtain 
the approbation of the honourable patrons of the University. A 
petition from the students of Medicine to the Town- Council craving 
authority for this. The Council recommend to the Lord Provost 
to meet and converse with Dr. Cullen and the other Professors, and 
do as he thinks proper. 

2bth April 1761.— Dr. John Hope 1 elected Professor of Botany 
and Materia Medica, in place of Dr. Charles Alston, deceased, with 
salary, and to be keeper of the city's Botanic garden. 

13M May. — Remit to the College committee to consider the 

account given in by , the attorney appointed by the 

Council, for recovering a legacy bequeathed to the city's College by 
Hugh Woodsidc, formerly of the city of Dublin, and late of Castle 
town, within the diocese of Sodor and Man ; and they to report. 

16th September. — Accounts of Mr. John Coutts, College treasurer, 
from Michaelmas 1759 to Michaelmas 1700: — Charge, including 
former balance and arrears, £1409, 4s. 10{#d. sterling ; discharge, 
£1504, 13s. 10^d.; balance due to him, £5, 8s. 11 ^d. Recom- 
mend now, as frequently before, to endeavour to recover arrears 
due to the College, particularly those due by the daughters of Sir 
Robert Chiesly, and James Scott, chemist. 



vol. Lxxra 

14th October 1761.— Committee on College affairs, etc. Any 
five a quorum, the prcses always one. 

9th December.— Catalogue of the College Library to be inquired 
after by the College treasurer, that the new books obtained since 
the last Catalogue was made up may be added to it. 

5/A March 1762.— Remit to the College committee to see what 
is due to Principal Gowdie's widow of the salary which was payable 
to her deceased husband, and to report. 

10th March.— -Dr. William Robertson, one of the ministers of 

i [Dr. Hope, after attending the of M.D. at Glasgow, on the 29th of 

Medical classes at home, prosecuted his January 1750. lie died on the 10th ol 

studies for some time abroad. On his November 1786.] 
return to Scotland he took the dejrree 
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the city, proposed in Council as a most proper person to be 
Principal, in place of Dr. John Gowdie, deceased. A committee 
of the whole Council had previously met, and had unanimously 
agreed to elect him. The avisamentum of the ministers had al*' 
been taken, and they had no objection. Dr. Robertson elected 
Granted him the salary belonging to that office, and the house, with 
the orchard, in the said University, as the same was lately possessed 
by the said deceased Mr. John Gowdie ; but under this expre^ 
condition, that as long as he is a minister of the city, he shall not 
be entitled to the sum of 500 marks allowed each of the minister* 
of this city for house rent, in respect he possesses a house as Prin- 
cipal of the College. Dr. Robertson 1 being called upon, appeared 
in Council, accepted of the said office, and took the oath rfe jiddi 
administratione . 

1th April — Legacy of books left by Hugh Woodside, of the Isle 
of Man, to the College. 

Wth April. — Bailie Hog represents that he had recovered tht 
Catalogue of the College Library, which had been long amissing 
that he had given it to Professor George Stuart, the Librarian, to 
add books got since 1757 : that Mr. Stuart is now employed in 
making two catalogues, — a press one, of the whole books as put in 
the presses ; and an alphabetical one ; and therefore he moved th» 
Council for their directions thereancnt : that it will be a year before 
Mr. Stuart can make up said catalogues, and, when done, he pro- 
posed to give the press catalogue to the Council. Approve, and 
recommend to the College treasurer to take Professor Stuart - 
receipt for the said catalogue. 

10M June. — £100 for repairs in the Principal's house. He is 
to have no further claim during his incumbency. 

30/// June. — A commission from his Majesty, dated 21st of May 
last, in favour of Mr. Robert Cumming, appointing him Professor 
of Ecclesiastical History in the University, and third Professor of 
Divinity, in place of his father, Dr. Patrick Cumming, who had re- 
signed, was read. Mr. John Brown, treasurer, in behalf of himself, 
the Magistrates, Council, and community, protests that this pre 

• [Principal Robertson, who had been namely in 1764, he was removed to tht 

first minister of Gladsmuir, where he was Old Grey friars', in which he bad a*s-> 

ordained in May 1744, was at this time dated with him, as his colleague. Dr. 

minister of Lady Tester's church, Ed in- John Erskine, in 1767. He died on the 

bnrgh, to which he had been translated 1 1th of June 171*3, in the seventy-8w..jj.l 

in 1758. Not long after his election, year of his age.] 
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sentation shall not prejudge the town's right to the patronage of the 
said College. The Council agree to admit Mr. Cumming into the 
said office, under the foresaid protestation, saving and reserving to 
the city all their rights to the said College, and appoint Bailie Hog 
to install him accordingly. 

6th July. — Report that Mr. Robert Cumming had been in- 
stalled. 

"l\st July. — A commission from his Majesty, dated 27th April 
last, nominating and presenting Dr. Hugh Blair, one of the minis- 
ters of Edinburgh, Regius Professor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres 
in the University. Dr. Blair admitted under protest, as usual in 
King's presentations. 

4th August. — Report that Dr. Blair had been installed. Council 
approve. 

vol. lxxviii. 

20th October. — Mr. Lindsay, depute-clerk, delivered at the table, 
to Mr. William Ramsay, College treasurer, the Catalogue of the 
College Library, which was put into Mr. Lindsay's hands last 
Council day by Mr. Hog, old Bailie. 

15//* December. — Report of repairs made in Dr. Robertson's 
house, to the extent of nearly £200. The Council adhere to former 
agreement (act 16th June last), and order only £100 to be 
paid. 

12th January 17G3. — Professor George Stuart demits the office 
of Librarian by a letter to the Lord Provost. 

Mr. James Robertson, Professor of Hebrew and Oriental Lan- 
guages in the College, chosen Librarian in his place, ad vitam 
aut culpam. The books to be delivered over to him with the cata- 
logues. All the salaries and perquisites. To be obliged in the 
month of December every year to give in a list of all the books 
purchased, gifted, or which shall accrue to the College the year 
preceding. Professor Stuart liable to make good all the books, 
with every other thing belonging to the Library during his time. 

\bth June. — Representation from the Barons of Exchequer 
about the new Botanic garden. The Barons had made a report to 
the Lords of the Treasury relative to the petition of Dr. John Hope, 
Professor of Botany, and to the capital sum and annual expense 
that would be necessary to erect and maintain a Botanic garden ; 
and particularly, had signified to their Lordships that they were 
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informed that the present Botanic garden 1 belonging to the town « ' 
Edinburgh might be let for £25 per annum, which would rediw 
the expense of maintaining the new one to the annual charge < : 
<£C>9, 3s. ; and that the Magistrates, in consideration of the l>enefit 
which would accrue to the public, and the town of Edinburgh in par 
ticular, from the increase of the study of Physic there, were irillicj 
that the rent of the said garden should be applied towards the ex- 
pense of maintaining such new Botanic garden as might be ereetei 
in the neighbourhood of the city. The Barons, before proceedm; 
further in the affair, expected a report on it from the Town- Council- 
Remit to a committee, with power to examine into the state of 
the present Botanic garden, and what rent the same may be set for 
and to give an answer to the Barons. 

20M July. — Report by committee of a report prepared by th*m 
to be laid before the Barons of Exchequer about the Botox 
garden : — That as your Lordships had made a report to the Lord* 
of the Treasury relative to the petition of Dr. John Hope, of tbr 
capital sum for laying out the garden, and the annual expert 
necessary for keeping the same, etc. : In obedience to your Lord 
ships' orders, we humbly report that Dr. Hope has two Botanies 
gardens at present, one at the new Port, given to the Professor «f 
Botany by the Town- Council, during their pleasure, by their act. 
dated 14th February 1739 ; by which they also give him a hou^t 
belonging to the city for his gardener to inhabit, also during th<u 
pleasure, rent free, the Professor being obliged to keep it in good 
order. The garden, however, is the property of the Trinity Hospital 
and the city rent it for £5 per annum. The other garden is par. 
of the garden of Holyroodhouse, granted to the family of Hamilton 
which the late Dukes, and tutors of the present Duke, have r*r 
mitted the Professor of Botany to enjoy. The gardener's boost . 
given him by the city, might be let for £6 per annum. The Coue 
cil, however, were willing to give annually, in all time coming, uS 
£25 to make up the £94, 3s. necessary to maintaiu the new BoUnk 
garden. The report approved of by the Council. 

i [That is, the old Botanical garden. this spot WM well chosen, ami undr 
It was situated on the low ground east Dr. Hopes superintendence it wa* 
of the North Bridge, and adjacent to reckoned to be one of the iiiom o c 
Trinity Hospital. It was of small ex- plete Botanical gardens in Europe. In- 
tent, and the situation was not well present Botanical garden is situa:-- 
adapted for the cultivation of plants. near Inverleith Row, beyond I'ur- : 
The new Botanical garden lay on the mills,— a situation admirably rttUd - 
west side of Leith Walk. At the time e\ery respect for the purpose.] 
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VOL. LXXIX. 

7 th September. — Provost George Drunimond. Act authorizing 
the reception of the books and curiosities belonging to the Corpora- 
tion of Surgeons into the College Library aud Museum on certain 
conditions ; viz., that the members of the said corporation shall have 
leave to borrow books as any other Civis, upon their society paying 
£5 sterling per annum. 1 (N.B. — The Council here acknowledge 
the Faculty of the University.) 

February 1704. — On the resignation of Patrick Crockat, 
janitor of the College, he, with John Innes, appointed joint janitors. 

14 th March. — Six guineas, instead of three formerly, allowed in 
time coming annually to the Library for coals, as there was a ne- 
cessity for having two fires in the present Library, instead of one 
as before. 

21s/ March. — A room in the College to be repaired for the 
Librarian, the expense not to exceed £G, 12s. 6d. 

VOL. LXXX. 

Wednesday, 16/A May. — Mr. James Balfour of Pilrig resigns 
the office of Professor of Pneumatics and Moral Philosophy. The 
Council resolve that Mr. Adam Ferguson, present Professor of 
Natural Philosophy in the City's College, shall be nominated and 
appointed in his place. 

The Council also resolve that Mr. James Russell, surgeon-apo- 
thecary in Edinburgh, shall be nominated and appointed to the 
Chair of Natural Philosophy, in place of Mr. Ferguson : And to 
take the avisamentum of the ministers of the city before the fore- 
said vacancies are filled up. Meeting of the Council with the 
ministers to be held in laigh Council House on Friday next, at 
twelve o'clock. 

23tf May. — Mr. Ferguson elected Professor of Pneumatics and 
Moral Philosophy, with the former salary : also authorized to take 
fees from the students as any other Professor in the University, 
notwithstanding any act of Council to the contrary ; and if there 
be any such act, it is hereby declared to be repealed. 

Mr. James Russell 5 elected Professor of Natural Philosophy. 

1 [This arrangement with the College 2 [Mr. Russell died on the 17th of 

of Surgeons has proved anything but October 1773. His son, of the same 

advantageous to the interests of tho name, became Professor of Clinical Sur- 

University Library.] gery in the University.] 

2 E 
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They both qualify. 

King's commission, dated May 5th, current, to Mr. James Balfour 
Advocate, to be Professor of the Law of Nature and Nations, 1 rn 
the room of Mr. Robert Bruce, presented and read. 

Resolve to admit Mr. Balfour, under the usual protestation 
Bailie John Stephen appointed to install Messrs. Balfour, Fer- 
guson, and Russell. 

4th July. — Upon petition of Dr. Alexander Monro, he gets £&»" 
to build a new theatre. N.B. — In this petition the Doctor assert* 
that within these forty years, the Town had received from the student- 
of Anatomy, on the lowest computation, above £300,000, and 
during the last twenty years, above £10,000 per annum. The Doctor 
advances the £300, to be repaid, £100 annually for three years. 

1«/ August.— Act appointing £30 sterling to be paid to Mr 
James Robertson, Librarian, for his great and indefatigable trouble 
in putting the Library in order ; and the like sum of £30 sterling 
to be paid him next year, in full of all demand for his trouble ami 
expense. 

M October. — William Hog, junior, elected College treasurer. 

10th October. — Committee on College affairs named. 

19M December. — Act agreeing to pay not only the £300 t a? 
formerly, to Dr. 3Iouro for his theatre, but afterwards £80. IDs. 2»j 
in June 1768, upon his granting, before receiving the first payment 
(namely the first £100 of the £300), an obligation to convey to 
the University, at his death, his whole anatomical preparation* 
unless the circumstances of his family should alter, so as to make 
it necessary for him to dispose of them for their behoof. 

9th January 1765. — Patrick Neill, upon petition, allowed to 
possess the ground-floor under the old Library, which was now to 
be fitted up for a museum. It had been used as a print ing-hous* 
by him and his partners, printers, Messrs. Hamilton and Balfour 
but which company had been lately dissolved. 

VOL. LXXXI. 

19th June. — On petition of Principal Robertson, the old Library 
late a printing-house, to be fitted up for a museum for natural 
curiosities, at the sum of £150 sterling. The work intrusted to 
the College committee. 

11 th September.— On petition from Dr. Hope, setting forth that 

1 [Balfour flutiiittert this chair in 1779, ami «lieil at an advanced a$re at Pilrv 
on the 0th of March 17i»r>.] 
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he had received considerable sums, at different times, from the Ex- 
chequer, for fitting up the new Botanic garden in Leith Walk, and 
craving to have the £25 per annum promised by the Council paid, 
due for the year preceding the 1st of May last. The Town- Council, 
considering that as Dr. Hope is still in possession of the Physic 
garden at the new Port, whereof the rent is £5 per annum, and of 
the gardener's house, valued at £6 yearly, he can be entitled only to 
<£14 yearly, until he cede these to the city. After such cession, 
the city treasurer is authorized to begin and continue to pay him 
the £25 annually. 

l%th November. — Mr. John Erskine of Carnock, Advocate, re- 
signs his office of Professor of Scots Law. Intimation ordered to 
be given to the Advocates, that they may send a leet of two to the 
Council. Thanks voted to Mr. Erskine for his good services. 

20M November. — Mr. William Wallace resigns his joint Pro- 
fessorship of Universal Civil History, etc., with Mr. Charles Mackie. 

A leet from the Advocates of Mr. William Wallace and Mr. Hay 
Campbell, Advocates. Mr. Wallace chosen in place of Mr. Erskine 
resigned. 

4th December. — Mr. Charles Mackie resigns in toto. His resig- 
nation accepted, and this to be intimated to the Dean and Faculty 
of Advocates. 

11 th December. — On a leet from the Advocates of Mr. William 
Baillic and Mr. John Pringle, sent by the Advocates, Mr. John 
Pringlc is chosen by the Council in place of Mr. Mackie, Professor 
of Universal Civil History, etc. 

18th December. — Commissions to Mr. Wallace and Mr. Pringle 
read and signed in Council. 

15th January 1766. — Petition from Principal Robertson, setting 
forth that the want of a sufficient number of classes or rooms for 
teaching had been long felt in the College, especially of late, 
when the number of students had considerably increased, and pro- 
posing that the walls of the old Library, now the Museum, should 
be raised, to furnish more apartments above, viz., one for a Natural 
Philosophy class, the other for an additional room to the Library. 
Expense, £234, lis. 4d. The consideration thereof recommitted 
to the College committee, to cause execute the work. 

hth February. — College treasurers account from Michaelmas 
1764 to Michaelmas 1765 : — Charge, including arrears, £1634, 
lis. 9d. sterling; discharge, 1638, 19s. lO^d. ; balance due to 
him, £4, 8s. l£d. 



Digitized by Google 



436 APPENDIX. 

Vlth February. — Upoii the resignation of Dr. John Rutherfori 
the Council unanimously elect Dr. John Gregory 1 to be Profess 
and Teacher of the Practice of Medicine. Thanks voted to Pr 
Rutherford for his long and faithful services, and the Lord Proved 
to ask the favour of Dr. Rutherford that he would continue \k 
teaching for this course of his lectures till the same are finished. 

'60th April. — On Dr. Cullen's resignation of the Professorship « >* 
Medicine and Chemistry, Dr. Joseph Black, late physician in <iU« 
gow, s elected in his place, with privilege to examine candidates 
graduate them with all the solemnity practised or done by the Pn 
fessors of Medicine in this or any other University whatsoever. 

Dr. Cullen chosen Professor of the Institutions of Medicine, i» 
place of Dr. Robert Whytt, deceased. 

vol. lxxxii. 

27th August. — Proposal to have a city chamberlain chosen, to 
manage the city's money affairs. To act first as city treasurer 
Hugh Buchan elected. 

1 1th September. — Commissions to Dr. Cullen and Dr. Black re»J 
and signed. 

2(\th November. — Chamberlain ordered to pay sums to tradesmen 
for College repairs. 

10M December. — William Stewart chosen under- janitor, in pl*o 
of James Watson, deceased. 

vol. Lxxxni. 

2d September 1767.— David Wilkie. student of Divinity. Pres- 
bytery's Bursar. 

UUh December. — Town- Council's College committee to met* 
with a committee from the University about rebuilding the College 

i [Dr. John Gregory, who was bom himself to the study of Medicine. 
nt Aberdeen, after practising Medicine had succeeded Dr. Cullen in the t 
and Surgery in his native city, settled versity of Glasgow in the 



in Edinburgh in UiW, where he soon Chair. He also delivered lecture- < 
to eminence, and obtained a large the Institutes of Medicine in thai Vsi- 



practice. He did not occupy the chair versity. He died on the 26th of N< 

which he adorned many years, having vember 17W*. in the seventy-first y<» r 

died on the 10th of February 1773, in of his age. His life was written bj 

the forty-eighth year of his age. His Professor John Kobison, who eiute- 

life, written by Lord Woodhouselee, is his lectures, 1803, 2 vols. 4to. S«* 

prefixed to his works.] also a sketch of his Life by Dr. A<hn 

Ferguson, in Transactions of the R<j>* 

5 [Dr. Black, so celebrated for his Society of Edinburgh, vol. v. pp. W 

discoveries in Chemistry, had devoted 117.] 
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*23d December. — Report from the committee. The accommoda- 
tion, the various apartments, and the dimensions of each apart- 
ment, to be concerted by the Professors, that architects may be 
desired to prepare plans and estimates. Subscription papers to be 
sent to London, as many of the most wealthy and considerable per- 
sons, both of our own country and of the southern part of the 
Island, are assembled at London during the meeting of Parliament, 
and as subscriptions may be expected from both ; many Englishmen 
of rank and opulence being now connected with the University of 
Edinburgh. 

Sederunt the above committee : — 

college committee. Councillor Simpson. 

Bailie Miller, Preses. Deacons Butter and Paterson. 

Dean of Guild Learmonth. 

Old Bailie Wright. from TnE university. 

Old Dean of Guild Dalrymple. Principal Robertson. 
Old Treasurer Hogg. Professor Hamilton. 

Mr. Nicol, second Merchant Professor Wallace. 

Councillor. Professor Russell. 

Mr. Cleland, second Trades' Dr. Gregory. 

Councillor. 

Subscription paper inserted in Town -Council Records. 
(N.B. — In the subscription paper, four Faculties are acknow- 
ledged by the Town- Council, those of Theology, Law, Medicine, 
aud Arts.) Council approve of the intended scheme, in which the 
interest of the community was so much concerned. In the sub- 
scription paper it is said that " a great many students resort from 
all parts of his Majesty's dominions, as well as from foreign coun- 
tries, to the University of Edinburgh," but that " the buildings in 
the said University are extremely mean and inconvenient, and 
several of them in a very ruinous condition." The proposal was 
to " provide a Library-room, a Museum, a Hall, and proper 
school or teaching- rooms for the several classes, as well as houses 
for the Principal and Professors." This, it is added, would be of 
national advantage, and tend to encourage literature, and to pro- 
mote the flourishing state of the University. 

10M February 1708. — Fourteen bursars chosen. 

VOL. LXXXIV. 

hi June, — Dr. John Hope resigns the office of Professor of 
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Materia Medica, a branch of the Professorship of Botany, whicfc 
last, however, he retains, with all the salaries he had hitherto en 
joyed, by a commission from the Town-Council, when chosen at 
first Professor of Botany, April 29, 1761. 

The Provost at the same time produced in Council a 
from his Majesty, of date May 23, 1768, nominating and appoint- 
ing Dr. Francis Home to be Regius Professor of Materia Medica 
in the University of Edinburgh. 

Accept Dr. Hope's resignation, and disjoin the Professorship rf 
Materia Medica from Botany, and admit the said commission from 
his Majesty in favour of Dr. Home, under the usual reservation. 
They then proceed to elect, nominate, and appoint Dr. Francis 
Home to be Professor of Medicine and Materia Medica, with all 
rights, etc., as any other Professor, and order a commission to be 
made out in his favour. Bailie Hepburn to install Dr. Home. 1 

20th July. — Petition of Professor James Robertson, Professor of 
Hebrew, and Librarian, in relation to his expense in making the 
Alphabetical Catalogue. He sets forth that he soon perceived that 
it would be impossible for one man to do the business of the Lib- 
rary, after the new regulations, and at the same time to write a 
catalogue of the books so soon as was absolutely necessary, to render 
the Library useful for the students : he therefore hired an assistant 
(Mr. Duke Gordon), at £15 per annum, with board, and also three, 
and sometimes four, students, to be employed with himself, at five 
shillings per week, who for the most part dined with him during 
the carrying on of this work : That he having in the years 1 Too 
and 17(54 finished one copy of a catalogue of all the books contained 
in the presses, transcribed a fair copy thereof to lie in the Library : 
That in consequence of a representation by Principal Robertson, he 
had then received £00 sterling from the Town- Council : That in 
1764 and 1765, he proceeded to cut down the first Catalogue, which 
was written only on one large page ; and then, with the aid of his 
assistant, and the students employed still at the same weekly ex- 
pense, to write an Alphabetical Catalogue, which he has now finished, 
in four volumes folio. He hoped, therefore, that the patrons would 

1 [Dr. Francis Home, born on the who afterwards tieenme Professor of thr 

SHli of November 1719, was the third Practice of Medicine. He died on thr 

son of James Home, Esq. of Eccles, in 15th of February 1813, at the advaudd 

the county of Berwick. In 1798, he re- age of ninety-three years an.l Uwr 

signed his Professorship, ami was mi.-- months. He was the author of van-»u> 

ceeded !»y his sou, Dr. Janus Home, works.] 
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consider the necessity and utility of this work, often enjoined to his 
predecessors, but never before accomplished, and the great expense 
attending it, and the time and great labour expended upon it. In 
consequence of his haviug finished the said catalogues, and the late 
regulations made anent the management of the Library, there had 
been an accession of books, amounting to £1100 sterling, since the 
commencement of that necessary work. During the two first years 
he had no salary. Praying therefore for a reward and recompense. 

The facts are attested in a letter to the Town-Council, dated 
April 21), 1708, by Principal Robertson, by whom Professor 
Robertson is recommended for his great industry. 

Remitted to the College committee. Bailie Hepburn reports 
favourably, finding a balauce due to the petitioner of £85, 8s. lid. 
sterling. The Council order this sum to be paid. The Provost 
authorized to return thanks to Professor Kobertson, and further, 
a gratification of seventy guineas to be allowed him for his own 
trouble. 

14th September. — Chamberlain's College account from Michaelmas 
1706 to Martinmas 1707 : — His charge, with arrears, £1405, 
8s. 5^d. ; his discharge, £1810, 10s. 5^d. ; balauce, paid by the 
chamberlain out of the city's proper revenue, £411, 2s. 0y-d. 
\2th October. — Committee on College affairs. 

vol. lxxxv. 

12/// April 1709.— On petition of Dr. Cullen, the town allow him 
and Dr. John Gregory to teach alternately the Theory and Practice 
of Physic during their joint lives or incumbencies; reserving to the 
Town-Council the full right, upon the death of either of them, or 
their otherwise quitting their profession, to fill up the vacancy as 
if the said appointment had never been made. 

15//< September.— Chamberlain's College accounts from Martinmas 
1707 to Martinmas 1708 -.— Charge, including arrears depending in 
last account, £1095, 4s. 9 T \d. sterling ; discharge, £1801, 7s. d~d. ; 
balance, paid by him out of the city's revenue, £706, 2s. 6y\d. 

VOL. LXXXVI. 

20th December.— Alexander Wardrop, student of Divinity, sou 
of Alexander Wardrop, in the parish of Whitburn, preferred to the 
Bursary of Divinity, on Convener Wardrop's Mortification. 

24th January 1770. — Petition of Dr. Robert Kamsay, setting 
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forth that he had been appointed by the King Regius Profess 
of Natural History on the 18th of March 1707, with a salin 
of £70 per annum, and Keeper of the Museum in the University 
and praying to be admitted Professor, under the usual reservatk* 
of the town's right in the case of Regius Professors, and to \- 
appointed by the town Keeper of the Museum with a commissi^ 
from them. Granted, on condition he conform to all the regulati^ci- 
of the town, and deliver to the clerk a full list or inventory of all 
the curiosities or rarities belonging to the University. 1 

February. — Council appoint the Dean of Guild and 
Council to admit and receive Dr. Robert Ramsay to be burg*^ 
and guild-brother of this city, for good services done by him to the 
interest thereof. 

VOL. LXXXVII. 

29/A August.— Chamberlaiu's College account from Martinmas 
17(58 to Martinmas 1769 : — Charge, including arrears, £901, 10s. . 
discharge, £1837, 17s. 8j 7 5 d. ; balance, paid by the chamberlain 
out of town's revenue, £930, 7s. 8 1 7 i rd. 

l9th December. — On a presentation of Captain Ninian Lewis, 
heir to the deceased Robert Lewis, M.D., Edinburgh, Mr. ArchibaM 
Smellie, schoolmaster in Lanark, appointed to the Bursary of PhuV 
sophy, on the uuited Mortifications of M'Caul and Wright, lately 
possessed by Alexander Wilson. 

VOL. LXXXVIII. 

13/A February 1771. — On presentation of William Livingston 
of Parkhall, Andrew Bonnet, son to the deceased John Ben net, 
surgeon in Falkirk, appointed Bursar of Philosophy, on Mitchell 
of Mitchills Mortification. 

11M September. — Chamberlain's College account from Martinmas 
1709 to Martinmas 1770 : — Charge, including arrears, £922, lOs. 
8/^d. ; discharge, £2279, 3s. lO/vd. ; balance, paid by the cham- 
berlain out of the city's revenue, £1350, 13s. 2^d. 

20th November. — The city chamberlain authorized to write a 
letter to the elders of Zamose, in Poland, intimating the vacancy of 
a Polish student on Brown's Mortification, there having been for 
some years no Polish student on the said Mortification. 

1 [Dr. Ramsay died on the 15th of Decern Wr 1778.] 
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VOL. LXXXIX. 

1 1 th December. — A Latin letter, signed Hugo Buehan, to the 
Consistory of Zaraose in Poland, inviting them to send a Polish 
student to the College of Edinburgh, on Brown's 3Iortification. 

29 th July 1772. — Chamberlain's College account from Martinmas 
1770 to Martinmas 1771 : — Charge, including arrears, £957, Is. 
5^d. ; discharge, £2721, 12s. 2^d. ; balance paid by the cham- 
berlain out of the city's revenue, £1764, 10s. 9^d. 

vol. xc. 

\(jth December. — A letter read from Mr. Robert Hunter, Pro- 
fessor of Greek in this city's University, stating his having given 
private colleges in the Greek language in the city of Edinburgh 
for ten years ; and then, on the presentation of the Council, accept- 
ing of the Greek Professorship, though at that time, and for several 
years after, without a salary ; and his having held for thirty years 
that office, he hoped to the satisfaction of all concerned ; and now 
wishing, as he was so far advanced in years, to retire, he proposed 
Mr. Andrew Dalzel, present tutor to the Earl of Lauderdale's sons, 
for a colleague and successor. 

The Council remit to the Principal and Faculty of the College, 
to consider if it would be advisable for the Council to grant the 
commission, as desired ; also to report with respect to Mr. Dalzel's 
qualifications for the said office. 

The Lord Provost also produced in Council the minutes and re- 
port of the said Faculty, as follows : — 

"Colleoe op Edinburgh, December 10, 1772. 
"Present at a University meeting, Principal Robertson, Pro- 
fessors George Stuart, Hunter, Robertson, Gumming, Ferguson, 
Young, Blair, and Russell. The meeting being constituted by 
prayer by Principal Robertson, proses, the Principal laid before 
the Faculty a letter from the Lord Provost, enclosing a letter from 
Mr. Robert Hunter, Professor of Greek, addressed to the Magis- 
trates and Town- Council, wherein he represents, that having dis- 
charged the office of Greek Professor in this University, for upwards 
of thirty years, to the best of his abilities, and he hopes, not without 
success, and the approbation of the public, he now finds from his 
advanced age that retirement from the labour of teaching would be 
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a great relief to hiin, and therefore resigns his office into the haii* 
of the Magistrates and Town -Council ; requesting that Mr. Andr** 
Dalzel, whom he judges well qualified for the office, may be elect*: 
conjunct Professor with him ; and that the Magistrates and Towb 
Council had remitted it to the Faculty of the College to consider 
if it would be advisable for the Council to comply with the said re- 
quest, and also to report concerning Mr. Dakel's qualifications fa 
the office. 

" The Principal, and several of the Professors present, informed 
the meeting that they were acquainted with Mr. Dalzel, and h*J 
such an opinion of his literature, abilities, and prudence, that thev 
judged him well qualified for the office. Professor Hamilton, who 
was absent, sent a letter to the meeting, expressing his approbation 
of Mr. Dalzel, to the same purpose. But the Faculty, in order that 
they might communicate to their honourable patrons the most satis- 
factory evidence concerning Mr. Dalzel's abilities, appointed Princi- 
pal Robertson, Professors Hamilton, George Stuart, and Ferguson, 
to meet at twelve o'clock Saturday next, as a committee of their 
number, to examine Mr. Dalzel, and to take trial of his knowledge 
in the Latin and Greek languages, and to report to a meeting of 
Faculty, appointed to be held on Monday the 14th current, at twelve 
o'clock forenoon." 

" College, Edinburgh, December 14, 1772. 

" Present at a University meeting, Principal Robertson, Pro- 
fessors Hamilton, G. Stuart, Hunter, Robertson, Cumming, Russell. 
Blair, and Mack. The meeting being constituted by prayer bv 
Principal Robertson, preses, the Principal laid before the Facultv 
a report from the committee appointed by last meeting, the tenor 
whereof follows: — 1 College, Edinburgh, \'lth December 1772. — In 
obedience to the appointment of the Faculty, we took trial of Mr. 
Dalzel's knowledge in the Latin and Greek languages, at consider- 
able length. He read and explained several passages of different 
Latin and Greek authors, in prose as well as verse, and gave such 
satisfactory answers to the questions proposed to him, that we do 
report it as our opinion, that he is well qualified for the station of 
Professor of Greek in the University. (Signed) William Rodkkt 
son, Roreht Hamilton, George Stuart, Adam Ferguson.' 

" In consideration of which, as well as from the personal know 
ledge which many of the members have of Mr. Dalzel's character, 
the Faculty do unanimously offer it as their opinion, that Mr. Dalzel 
is well qualified for the office of Greek; and if their honourable 
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patrons shall judge it proper to elect him, they are persuaded the 
nomination will be beneficial to the University. 

11 They are likewise of opinion that the long and meritorious ser- 
vices of their colleague, Professor Hunter, should induce their 
honourable patrons to grant him a recess from the labour of teach- 
ing, in the terms of his request. — Signed at Edinburgh College, 
December the 14th, 1772 years, by order of the Faculty, William 
Robertson. Principal ; James Robertson, Acad. Cle.ricus." 

These minutes of College being read, the Council approve, and 
accept of Mr. Hunter's resignation, and elect him and Mr. Dalzel 
joint Professors of Greek, with the right of survivancy to the longest 
liver of them two. 

2Hd December. — Commission to Mr. Hunter and Mr. Dalzel 
signed in Council. They compear and qualify. The College 
liailie to install them. 

17th February 1773. — Resignation of Dr. Cullen as Professor of 
the Institutes of Medicine accepted. He is chosen Professor of the 
Practice of 3Iedicine, in place of Dr. John Gregory, deceased. The 
College Bailie to install him. 

The Council agree, at the desire of the elders at Zamose, in 
Poland, to transmit £15 sterling, as a viaticum for a Polish student 
to come hither on Rrown's Mortification. 

M March. — Commission to Dr. Cullen read and signed in Council. 
21*1 April. — The Council appoint the Lord Provost to write to 
Dr. William Robertson, desiring him to convene the Medical Faculty 
of the College, to give their opinion which of the following candi- 
dates is most fit for being Professor of the Institutes of Medicine, 
vacant by Dr. Cullen's resignation, viz., Dr. Gregory Grant, Dr. 
Buchan, 1 Dr. Rutherford, Dr. Duncan, and Dr. Monro Drummond. 
Bond by Dr. Cullen produced in Council, whereby he obliged him- 
self, upon obtaining the office of first Physician to his Majesty in 
Scotland, to pay to the Professor of Chemistry, and the Professor 
of the Institutions of Physic in the University, one-third to each of 
the salary annexed to that office after deducting all expenses. 

bih Ma//. — Upon the report of the Medical Faculty in favour of 
Dr. Alexander Monro Drummond, 2 he is elected Professor of the 
Institutions of Medicine, in place of Dr. Cullen, resigned. 
30M June.— Greek class to be repaired. Estimate, £19, Is. 8d. 

i [Dr. William Buc han, author of the of Edinburgh, in which his father w as 
" Domestic Medicine.") a bookseller, was at this time at Naples. 

*[Dr. Drummond, a native o| the city See ox tract, 12th June 177'*. ] 
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VOL. XCI. 

271* October.— The Lord Provost informed the Council that ± 
Professors had prevailed on Dr. Home to teach the Institutes «: 
Medicine till Dr. Drummoud's return from abroad ; and on I>r 
Ferguson to give lectures on Experimental Philosophy during ttr 
vacancy of that office by the death of Dr. Russell. Council im- 
prove of what the Professors of the University had done. 

Ill//* January 1774. — Mr. John Stevenson, Professor of L*>^r 
and Metaphysics in the University, 1 gives in a letter proposing / 
resigu, and recommending Mr. John Bruce to be his colleague ac i 
successor. 1 Stevenson states that he had been Professor for forn 
five sessions. 

The Council authorize the Provost to write to the Principal * 
know if, in the opinion of the Faculty of the College, this propr«a! 
would be for the advantage of the College, and their opinion of Mr. 
Bnice's qualifications. 

20th January. — A favourable report as to Mr. Bruce. He and 
Mr. Stevenson chosen joint Professors of Logic and 3Ietaphysie» 
with the right of survivancy to the longest liver of them two. 

\0th February. — Professor Ferguson requests that, as he had at 
offer to go abroad with a young nobleman,* he may be allowed to 
name persons to teach his classes during the remainder of the 
session ; and recommends Dr. James Liud for the Natural Philo- 
sophy class, and the Rev. Mr. Henry Grieve, at Dalkeith, for uV 
Moral Philosophy. 

The Council refuse, and order that Professor Ferguson shall In- 
directed to teach himself what remains of the session. 

9th March. — Committee to whom it had been committed, !>t 
minute of last sederunt (March *2), to consider of a proper pen*n 



1 [Professor Stevenson died in 1773, 
at nn advanced age. During the long 
period of his professorship, he had 
trained up a greater number of young 
men, who afterwards distinguished 
themselves in the republic of letters, 
than any former Professor of the Uni- 
versity. He left his library to the 
University. lie is commemorated by 
Professor Dalzel in his account of Duke 
Gordon ; by Dr. Erakine in Appendix 
to his Sermon on Dr. Robert son's death ; 
by Dr. Carlyle in his Autobiography ; 
and bv the Rev. Dr. Somerville in his 
•' bile and Time*."] 



2 [Mr. Bruce, his successor, occupied 
this chair till 1792, when he remove! 
to London, where he held the appoint- 
ment of Keeper of the Statr P&j*r 
Office, and other Government ^tui- 
tions. He died at his estate of Falk- 
land, in Fifeshire, on the ltith of April 
1826, in the eighty-second year of bis 
age.] 

1 [This was the Earl of ChesterfidJ 
and Ferguson, notwithstanding the re- 
fusal of the Town-Council to grist lum 
leave of absence, accompanied ih;< 
nobleman in his travels on the ton 
tinent ] 
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o be Professor of Natural Philosophy, report, that of all the candi- 
lates, Mr. John Robison, Professor of Mathematics and Natural 
Philosophy at Cronstadt, in Russia, 1 appears to them fittest. Upon 
which he is chosen, in place of Mr. James Russell, deceased. Bailie 
lirown to write to Mr. Robison. 

7 th September. — Mr. John Robison appears in Council, accepts 
tiis office, qualifies, and to be installed by the College Bailie. 

14/Zt September. — Chamberlain's College account, from Martin- 
mas 1772 to Martinmas 1778 : — Charge, including arrears, £1248, 
11 3. 10/ g d. ; discharge, £3206, Is. H^d. ; balance due to the 
chamberlain, which had been paid by him out of the city's proper 
revenue, £2017, 9s. 9-^d. 

vol. xcn. 

26//* October. — Mr. John Bruce, joint Professor of Logic, ap- 
pointed to teach the Moral Philosophy class in the absence of Pro- 
fessor Ferguson, and Dr. Andrew Duncan, Physician in Edinburgh, 2 
to teach the Institutes of Medicine, in the absence of Dr. Alexander 
Monro Drummond, with the proviso, that this shall give neither of 
those gentlemen any claim of preference to any other gentleman in 
case of a vacancy. 

bth April 1775. — The Council considering that, upon the 16th 
of February 1774, they had refused an application of Mr. Adam 
Ferguson, Professor of Pneumatics and Moral Philosophy in this 
city's University, wherein he had requested that he might be allowed 
to substitute proper persons, in what remained of his business in 
the College that winter, and also considering, that notwithstanding 
thereof he has deserted his office, and come under engagements 
incompatible with his discharging the duties thereof, and the act of 



1 [Robison was born in the year 17«'M, 
at Boghall, in the parish of Baldernock, 
in the county of Stirling ; the property 
of his father, who had been a successful 
merchant in Glasgow. He was intended 
by his father for the clerical profession ; 
but his own taste strongly inclined him 
to thecultivatiou of science. Previously 
to his appointment at Cronstadt, which 
took place in 1772, Robison was Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry in the University 
of Glasgow, having succeeded Dr. Black 
in Ytbti. He died on the 30th of Janu- 
ary 180"). See Biographical Account 
by Professor Playfair, in Transactions 



of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
vol. vii. pp. 495-530.] 

* [After teaching this class during 
the present and following session, Dr. 
Duncan continued his lectures out of 
the College. In 177«, he had the 
honour of founding the Edinburgh Dis- 
pensary ; and on the 30th of Decem- 
ber 178i* he was appointed to the Chair 
of the Theory of Medicine upon the re- 
signation of Dr. dames Gregory, who 
was elected colleague to Dr. Cullen in 
the Professorship* of the Practice of Phy- 
sic He died on the 5th of July li>2K, 
in the eighty-fourth year of his age.] 
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the 23d of May 1 704, electing Mr. Adam Ferguson into the said 
office being read : The Council Did, and hereby Do, rescind the 
said act of Council, with all that has followed thereupon, and de- 
clared the said office of Professor of Pneumatics and Moral Philo- 
sophy iu the University of this city vacant. 

24M May. — The Lord Provost, from his committee, in pursu- 
ance of the remittance to them last Council day, to take the letter 
from Mr. Adam Ferguson, late Professor of Pneumatics and Moral 
Philosophy, dated Blaekheath, 21st April last, into consideration, 
and to bring in a report upon the whole, reported, — That after the 
bill of suspension, in name of Mr. Ferguson, had been given in, a 
memorial on the subject had been laid before Mr. Robert M 'Queen 
and Mr. Robert Blair, Advocates, who had given a signed opinion, 
which was herewith laid before the Council ; and it was the opinion 
of the committee that the Council should resolve to assert their 
rights, and support their act of the 5th of April last, declaring the 
office of Professor of Pneumatics and Moral Philosophy vacant, 
which, the lawyers have given their opinion, proceeded on just 
grounds, as the report under the hand of the Lord Provost bears. 
Which being considered by the Magistrates and Council, they ap- 
proved of the said report, and resolved accordingly. 

7th June. — Upon petition of the Speculative Society, 1 the Town- 
Council allow them a piece of ground, twelve feet by eighteen, for 
enlarging the hall which the Council formerly allowed them, June 
1769. to build within the College, to be solely appropriated to the 
use of the society ; and which was built accordingly. 

Chamberlain reported that he had paid to Mr. .John Bruce, who 
had taught the Moral Philosophy class in the College last winter, the 
half-year's salary, due at Whitsunday last. The Council approve, 
and authorize the chamberlain to pay to Mr. Bruce the current 
half-year's salary that shall be due at Martinmas next. 

14//< June. — On the resignation of Dr. Matthew Stewart, Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics, he and his son, Mr. Dugald Stewart,* are 
conjoined in that office, with the benefits of survivancy. 

* [The Speculative Society was insti- « [Mr. Dugald St. wart afterw,»ni« 



tilted in 17*54 by six students of the became Profevsor of Moral Pbilo-opby 
l T Diversity, for t heir mutual improve- iu the Cniversity. He and I>r. Fer- 
ment in enmjHwition ami in public guson, who occupied the Chair of Moral 
speaking. It prospered from the first, Philosophy, having ain*«*ed t«> exchange 



and has continued to he eminently use- Professorship*, the new 

fill. See " History of the Sj>eculative to<.k plan on the ISth of May 1?^'.. 

Huciety of Edinburgh." Edinh. 1S4;1. when Mr. Stewart was elected Pr»»- 

royal 8vo.] fc**or of Moral Philosophy, and f>. 
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21s/ June. — A letter of resignation presented from Mr. George 
tuart, Professor of Humanity. Accepted, and the office declared 
acant. Bailie William Trotter, and Convener Thomas Simson, 
ppointcd delegates, to meet with the delegates from the College of 
Justice, the. Lords of Session, Faculty of Advocates, and Writers 
o the Signet, to elect a successor to Mr. Stuart. 

USth June. — Read in Council an extract of the election of Dr. 
Zrcorgo Stuart, and Mr. John Hill, Professor of Humanity in the 
University of St. Andrews, 1 to be joint Professors of Humanity. 
Minute of election, dated Advocates Library, June 28, 1775. The 
delegates from the Lords of Session were Lord Justice-Clerk 
( Thomas Miller), and Lord Stonefield ; from the Town-Council as 
before; from the Faculty of Advocates, Henry Dundas, Lord 
Advocate ; and from the Writers to the Signet, Mr. John M'Kcnzie, 
depute -keeper of the Signet. 

Town- Council elect accordingly. 

Messrs. Andrew Dalzcl, John Bruce, Dugald Stewart, and John 
Hill, all Professors of the University, made burgesses and guild 
brethren of this city. 

19/A July. — Provost to write to Dr. Alexander Monro Drum- 
mond, giving him notice to attend his duty in the College against 
the next winter session. 

vol. xcin. 

30M August. — The Lord Provost acquainted the Council, that 
not being able to obtain any certain intelligence where Dr. Alex- 
ander Monro Drummond, whom the Council, in May 1773, had 
elected Professor of the Institutions of Medicine, when lie was abroad 
in his travels, was to be found, in order to give him intimation to 
attend his class, as directed by an act of Council, 19th July last, 
he had caused make out a memorial and queries to be laid before 
the city's lawyers for their advice, which he produced, with the 
answers or opinion of the Lord Advocate, the Solicitor-General, 
Mr. David Rae, and Mr. Robert Blair, Advocates ; which being 



Ferguson was conjoined with the Kev. 
John Playfair in the Mathematical 
Chair. Having obtained in 1810 Dr. 
Thomas Brown as his colleague, Mr. 
Stewart retire*! from his academical 
duties. He died in 18*28, in the seventy- 
fifth year of his age. His collected 
w<»rka have heen edited by the late 



Sir William Hamilton, Professor of 
Logic in the University.] 

* [Professor Hill was a native of St. 
Andrews, where his father was minister. 
He died on the 7th of December 1805. 
He wrote a Life of Dr. Hugh Blair, 
which was published as a posthumous 
work in 180/.] 
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read in Council, they approved of what the Lord Provost had «i«»of . 
and remitted to the present and old Magistrates and Council to con- 
sider the matter and report. 

6M September. — Upon report of the Lord Provost from the com 
mittce, the Council resolve not to allow the Chair of the Institu- 
tions of Medicine to be kept vacant longer than another session 
And if Dr. Drummond does not appear to accept the said office 
before the term of Whitsunday next, it shall be declared vacant, 
and then supplied without loss of time. And order copies of 
this resolution to be delivered to Dr. Drummond's relations, and 
also transmitted to himself by letters addressed under cover to 
Sir Robert Harris, at the office of the London Exchange Banking 
Company. 

Dr. Robertson's house to be painted, papered, etc., at £32, 
2s. 2|d. 

Dr. Duncan appointed to teach the Institutes of Medicine anothi-r 
session. 

20M September. — Chamberlain's College account from Martinmas 
1773 to Martinmas 1774 : — Charge, exclusive of arrears depending 
in last account, £320, 16s. 6d. ; discharge, £3140, 15s. ; 
balance due to the chamberlain, which has been paid by him out of 
the proper revenue, £2819, 18s. Syljd. 

nth March 1776.— The Council allow Professor John Hill to 
possess his present house in the College, rent free, for three years, 
after Whitsunday next, on condition of his repairing it at his own 
expense. 

10M April— The Lord Provost reported that he had written to 
Dr. Drummond, euclosing the act of Council, and directed his letter 
in the manner thereby appointed, etc. 

%th Mat/.— Professor Dugald Stewart allowed to possess his pre- 
sent house in the College, rent free, for three years, after Whitsundny 
next, on his satisfying the Council at the end of that period that he 
has expended to the amount of the whole rent upon repairing the 
house. 

\2th June. — Inconsequence of a letter from Sir William Hamil- 
ton, his Majesty's resident at the Court of Naples, dated 14th Maj 
last, to Dr. Ramsay, which was read in Council, the Council con- 
elude that Dr. A. Monro Drummond is not to accept of the Pro- 
fessorship of the Institutes of Medicine, therefore they declare thr 
office vacant. 

19M June.— Dr. James G rcgory, physician in Edinburgh, elected 
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Professor of the Institutes of Medicine. 1 in place of Dr. William 
( 'ullen, late Professor thereof. 

VOL. XCIV. 

2Hth August. — Chamberlain's account of the College revenue for 
the year, to wit, from Martinmas 1774 to Martinmas 1775: — His 
charge, inclusive of arrears, £592, 5s. H^d. ; his discharge. 
£3880, 8s. 10 J Jd. ; balance due to the chamberlain, paid by him 
out of the city's proper revenue, £3294, 3s. *2y\d. 

VOL. XCV. 

bth March 1777. — The committee on College affairs reported 
that they had considered a missive from Professor Hamilton, with 
the regulations proposed by him to be observed in disposing of 
Divinity bursaries, and were of opinion that the following regulations 
should be established and observed in time coming : 1st, That no 
petition for a Divinity bursary be received, unless accompanied with 
a certificate from the Professor of Divinity, or, in his absence, from 
the Principal, or from two at least of the other Professors, that the 
petitioner is a student of Divinity at the College of Edinburgh, and 
qualified to enjoy the bursary applied for ; and, 2d, That no payment 
be made unless a certificate be produced by the student from the Pro- 
fessor of Divinity, or, in his absence, from the Principal, or any two 
of the other Professors, bearing that the bursar attends the Divinity 
sessions. The Council approved of the said report, and appointed 
these regulations to be strictly observed for the future in disposing 
of Divinity bursaries. 

2d April. — The Couucil desire Professor Robison to condescend 
on the most necessary instruments needed for experiments, that 
they may judge how far they can go in purchasing any of them. 

\bth April. — Professor Bobison gives in a list of instruments, 
of which he asserts many are absolutely necessary, and offers to 
purchase them all immediately, if the town would allow him £300, 

i [Dr. James Gregory, tin* eldest son though, like his colleagues in the Medi- 

ol Dr. John Gregory, noticed before (p. eal Chairs, he lectured in English. 1 1 «• 

136, note), attained to j;reat eminence succeeded Dr. (Jullen in the Professor* 

as a physician and a Professor. He ship of the Practice of Medicine in 17U0. 

published a text-book for his students, Ho died on the 2d of April lS'21, in the 

entitled, " Conspectus Medicinn Theo- sixty-eighth year of his age.] 
reticv." which he wrote in Latin, al- 

2 F 
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to be paid £100 annually during throe years ; or, if the Comx I 
will furnish as many, he will accept of £220 to be paid as above. 

Remit to the present and old magistrates and convener to d 
therein as they shall sec cause. 

30th April. — On report of the committee, the Council alio* 
Professor Itobison £300, to be paid him by instalments, on cpl 
dition that he show, from time to time, evidence of instrument* 
being bought equal to the sums paid, and become bound, he a&i 
his heirs, that they shall all be produced at his leaving his office. 

11/// June. — Mr. Hill allowed a part of the Museum for a He 
inanity class. 

Upon the application of Professors Dalzel and Stewart, £i K!) 
allowed for fitting up the Greek class, so as to allow the Mathe- 
matics to be also taught in it. Expense not to exceed £20 sterling 

18M June.— Mr. Adam Ferguson, Professor of Moral Philosophy, 
allowed a scat in the Tron Church. 

\i\th July. — The petition and representation of Dr. Monro, 
setting forth that, nearly sixty years ago, the Magistrates appointed 
Professors to teach the several branches of Medicine on the plan 
of the then most celebrated University of Leyden ; that, in the year 
1720, his father was elected Professor of Anatomy, who, in imita- 
tion of the practice of Leyden, then taught, and from that time con 
tinucd to teach yearly Anatomy and Surgery in oue connected course 
of demonstrations and lectures, and was universally considered as Pro 
fessor of both brauches ; that, in 1754, he was appointed his father's 
colleague and successor, and, from 175U, had conducted the whole 
course of lectures, and assisted and continued to adopt the gent- ral 
plan pursued by his father, comprehending Surgery with Anatomy : 
that the teaching of Surgery has been understood to belong to hi* 
office, yet the commis.sion granted to him and his father as joint 
Professors of Anatomy, makes no mention of Surgery, probably 
resulting from the supposition that it was comprehended under that of 
Anatomy : Craves a new commission, expressly bearing him to be 
Professor of Medicine, and particularly of Anatomy and Surgery 
Granted. 



vol. xcvi. 



Sth April 1778. — Two James Frasers, one son of James Fraser, 
assistant secretary of the Bank of Scotland, and the other sou «>f 
Mr. George Fraser, minister of the gospel at Monedie, in Perth 
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shire, appointed bursars, for throe years, on the Mortification of 
Thomas Fraser, writer in Edinburgh, and of the city clerk's office 
there, on the presentation of John Spottiswood, Esq., Robert Grant 
and John Fraser, both Writers to the Signet, three and a quorum 
of the trustees appointed by the said deceased Thomas Fraser. 

24th June. — Upon petition, the above term of three years pro- 
longed to five, as the Mortification boars that Fraser's bursars arc 
to hold it for a whole course of the College (which, as was well 
known, took up the space of five years), and for three years there- 
after, upon their making choice of the profession of Divinity, Law, 
or Physic. 

9//* September. — Chamberlain's College account : — Charge, in- 
cluding arrears: — £2U5, 9a. 8d. ; discharge, £5401, 7s. 4J*d. ; 
balance, paid by the chamberlain out of the city's revenue, £5175, 
17s. 8Jfd. 

4th November. — Presented and read in Council a letter from 
Professor Joseph Black, addressed to the Lord Provost. As trustee 
for Professor Ferguson in his absence, Mr. Black thought it his 
duty to acquaint his Lordship and the honourable Town-Council, 
that although when Mr. Ferguson embarked for America, where 
he is now in his Majesty's service, 1 he was fully persuaded that lio 
should return home before the beginning of the approaching session 
of the College ; it now appears that some part of the winter iuay 
elapse before he can return to this country, and perform the duties 
of his office as Professor in the University. This delay of his 
return having been occasioned by causes which Mr. Ferguson 
neither could foresee nor prevent, his friends hope that it will 
be readily excused ; and they suggest that some other person should 
be appointed to teach his class during his absence. Mr. Dugald 
Stewart appointed to do so. 

vol. xevm. 

bth May 1779. — Dr. Robertson allowed repairs to his house 
to the extent of £18s. 10s. sterling. 

1 [During the American war, Ferguson the beginning of the year 1778, to 

wrote an answer to Dr. Price's work negotiate a peace with the Colonies ; 

on Civil and Religious Liberty. This aiyl Ferguson was appointed secretary 

recommended him to the Government. to this commission. They lauded in 

The war being unpopular at home, America, but were refused a passport 

and the British troops unsuccesful in to the seat of the American Govcra- 

America, five commissioners were ap- ment.] 
pointed by the British Government, in 
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vi. 1 

Mr. Clement LittillV Deed of Conveyance of his Librae 
to the Town -Council of Edinbubgd fou the C«fl 
LEOE. — (Page 345.) 

At Edinburgh the fourtene day of October, the zeir of 
Alio thowsand fyve hundreth and foure.^ooir zeiris. 

Tri Quhilk Day, in presence of Alexander (Merk of Balbirr 
provost of the burgh of Edinburgh, Alexander Vduart, Jaafc- 
Nicol, and Johnne Svm bailzeis, Johnne Harret dene of e?k 
tbairof, Johnne Adamosone, Henry Ncisbet, Johnne Jhonnestoun 
Lucas Wilsonc, Andro Stcvinsone, Frances Kinloeli. Robert rVj 
Alexander Oustiane, and Eduard Galbraith of the counsale. Ale? 
ander Oustiane tailzeoure, Gilbert Prirarois chinirgiaiio, Eduanl 
Hart goldsmyth, Patrik Broun skynnare, Johnne Riehertsone sai-1 
hire, Johnne II arret baxter, Johnne Blythman fleseheoure, Willie 
Stcvinsoun wrycht, and Thomas Diksone furroure. CotnjK'ri* \Sil 
liaine Lit till, burges of the said burgh, brother and onlie execute 
constitute be vmquhile a richt honourable Maister Clement Litiu 
aduoeate, and anc of the Comniissaris of Edinburgh ; and declar.t 
quhow that his said vmquhile brother, vpoun the day of his deociv 
being of perfytc mynd, and considderring with himself that ho 
to be callit frome this lvfe to the mercies of God, and be the lu'iwOf 
affectioun and greit zele borne be him to the Kirk of God. anil t.< 
the aduaneement of his worde, wes justlie movit and maist cairfuU 
that the buikis and work is of holie scripturis in greit roultitudo 
conrpieist be him in his tynie suld nocht perische or be generated. 
Left with ane luiffing hart and mynd his haill buikis and workis of 
Thoologie to the richt honourable and his natiue toun of Edinburgh, 
and to the Kirk of God thairin, to the effect and purpois. that sik 
personis knawin of honest conuersatioun and guid lyfe (and M 
vtheris), quhilkis ar and sail be willing to travell and be exorci*^ 
in the estait and vocatioun of ministcrie, or vtherwavis of dewitie 
desyrous, and speciallie sik personis as ar or sail be of bluid to tic 
said vnnjuhile Maister Clement, for the aduaneement of the glorie 
of God and his trew and sinceir worde preichit and presentlie pi* 

1 [Mr. Clcmeui Littill, one of the Commissaries <>t Edinburgh, «Iie«l on tho 1*» 
of April 1>o. Cmimissariot of Edinburgh, February 2s\ 15S2. J 
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fessit within this rcalme of Scotland, Sail at the plesoure and will 
oulie of Maister James Lowsoun, now present minister of the said 
burgh, or quhat sumeuir vther minister that salhappin to hane the 
charge of [the] ministrie and of the saidis buikis efter him and in 
his place for the tyme, haif frie access and ingress at all sik con- 
venient times heireftir as the said minister present or to cum sail 
think guid and expedient, and [na] utherwayis, for reding and col- 
lecting the fruitfull knowlegc of the saidis buikis, as it sail plcis 
God to distribute his graces to the reidaris; and ernestlie desyrit 
his said brother for the performance heirof and deliuerancc of. the 
saidis buikis : Conforme to the quhilk lattir Will, The said Williame 
Li till promitted the deliuerancc thairof, and hes presentlie deliuerit 
to the saidis provest baillies and counsale of the said burgh, the 
saidis huikis haill togidder, intituled according to the particulare 
< 'athalog following ; and in euerie ane of thame is prcntit the arines 
of the said vunpihilc Maister Clement, with thir wordis, — 

I AM OEVIN TO EDINBVKOn & KIRK OF 
OOD BE MAISTER CLEMENT LITIL. 
TUAIR TO REMAN. 15S0. 




[The Catalogue of books, amounting to " threttcnc scoir and 
aucht buikis,'' which follows in this part of the Deed, along with 
extracts from the Town-Council Records regarding Clement l/ittill's 
bequest, are printed as a separate article iu the il Miscellany of the 
Maitland Club," vol. i. pp. 285-301.] 

The (juhilkis buikis the saidis Provest, baillies and counsale hes 
preseutlio ressauit fra the said Williame ; and promittis faithfullie, 
aud obleisscs thame and thair successouris, provest, baillies, and 
couusalc of the said burghe of Edinburgh for the tyme, to the airis 
of the said vmquhile Maister Clement, for the cairfull and faithfull 
preserving and keipingof euerie ane of thame ; and that at na tyme 
heireftir ony of the saidis buikis to be distributed, gevin, put away 
or removed, athir be credeit or vthirwayis, furth of the duelling 
house of the said Maister James Lowsone, as place appoint it tor 
thaim to remaine. Nor that nane of the saidis buikis salbc lent 
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nawyise furth of the said duelling hous quhair thaj ar prcscntlie put 
in keiping, bot vpoun the conditioun contenit in the act of the de- 
liuerance of thaine to the said Maister James Lowsoun, be the 
saidis Provcst, baillics and counsale. And that compt quarterlie 
salbe tane of the saidis buikis as cffeiris, sua that thaj may and nD 
remane togidder iu the said place appointtit thairto, to the effect 
foirsaid, and in pcrpetuall memorie of the gude affectionate mynd 
of the said vmquhile Maister Clement, to the singularc comforte of 
the kirk of God and to all his faithful seruandis, vpoun the 4 uh ilk is 
premises the said Williame askit instruments. 

And thaireftir the said day, in presence of the foirsaidis Provcst. 
baillics and counsale, com peri t Maister James Lowsoun minister, 
and grantit him to hauc ressauit rcallie and with effect the particu- 
lar buikis abone writtin. as is contenit in the Catalloge fra Williame 
Littill, in name of the saidis Provest, baillies, and counsale, and to 
have prescntlic put, ordourit and layit the same in the house and 
Librare maid and appointit to that effect : And thairfoir actit, 
band and obleist himself for releif of the toun and discharging of 
his dewitic in the crodeit committit vuto him, to preseruc and keip 
the saidis buikis diligeutlie and faithfullic, vnlent, vndisponit, or put 
away to ony maner of pcrsounc, according as the saidis provest, 
baillies and counsale hes bund and obleist thameselfes to the airi* 
of the said vmquhile Maister Clement, and to be ansourable for the 
saidis buikis, aud mak the same furthcumand to the saidis Provest. 
baillies and counsale, and thair suecessouris, sua oft as he salbe re- 
quyrit be thame thairto. 

Extractit furth of the Counsale Book of the said burgh of 
Edinburgh be me, Maister Alexander GumaiE, commoun 
clerk of the samyn. Witnessing thairvnto my signne and 
subscriptioun manuale. 

[It may be noticed, that in completing the arrangements for 
having the entire Library transferred to the New College buildings 
in the year 1**J7, it was thought proper to bring together the 
various books which bore the above distinctive marks of having 
originally belonged to Clement Littill ; and these having been re- 
bound or repaired, and stamped with his anus on the sides, they 
are now most appropriately placed in a separate apartment, along 
with the collection of Manuscripts, the Hawthornden books, and 
other rarity. 

The following extract from the Council Register relates to the 
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original transference of these books to the College, after the death 
<»f Lawson : — 

18/ h September 1584. 
Librarie. — The same day Ordanis the Townis Librarie skclffis 
and buirdis thairof to be transportet furth of the lugeing sumtymc 
occupeit be Mr. James Lowsoun minister and sett up in the townis 
College, in a hous convenient, at the sieht of Williame Littill bailzie, 
and to be delyverit to Mr. Robert Rollok, Maistcr of the said Col- 
loge, and he to be oblist to the custody thairof, siclyk as the said 
Mr. James wes oblist of before. And ordanis the Thesaurer to 
mak the chairges of the transporting and upsetting thairof. quhilk 
sail be allouit in his compta.] 



VIT. 

KiHMtUROii Colleoi:, June 8, 1798. 

Memorandums for a History of the University of Edinburgh 
from the year 1G40, where the MS. History of 3Ir. Thomas Craw 
ford breaks off. 

N.B. — Of Mr. Thomas Crawford's History there is a copy in the 
Advocates Library, in the handwriting of Mr. Matthew Crawford, 
Regius Professor of Divinity and Church History, as appears from 
a docquet at the conclusion. The original, from which this was 
taken, belonged to Mr. Laurence Dundas, Professor of Humanity, 
who had lent it to Mr. Matthew Crawford. It is probable that this 
original is in the possession of Sir Thomas, now Lord Dundas, 
whose father, the late Sir Laurence Dundas of Kersc, Uart., was 
a nephew or near relation of the above Professor Laurence Dundas, 
and inherited what fortune the Professor had left. 

Another copy of this History belongs to the College Library, and 
is in the handwriting of Mr. William Henderson, Librarian, and 
bears in the title to have been given in to Mungo Wood, city 
treasurer, the 15th of January 1073. Probably a duplicate was so 
given in, and is now in the possession of the patrons of the College. 

I can find no regular record or minutes of the transactions of 
the College of Edinburgh, posterior to this History of Mr. Thomas 
Crawford, till 14th of February 1733, with which date a folio volume, 
of pretty regular minutes of the meetings of the Seuatus Acadeinicus, 
commences in the handwriting of Mr. John Stevenson, Professor 
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of Logic, who acts as secretary till the 2Hth of May 1734 ; and t* 
succeeded in that duty by Mr. John Ker. Professor of llunianiij 
in whose hand the minutes are continued from the 4th of October 
1734 to the 29th of July 1739; and in an unknown hand from the 
23d of November 1739 to the Gth of April 1741. They are th,n 
continued in the hand of Mr. Robert Hunter, Professor of Greek 
from the 20th of April 1741 to the 12th of November 1744 : fron; 
whicji date they are carried on by Dr. George Stuart, Profess 
of Humanity, and Secretary and Librarian, but in too abridged a 
manner, being partly in Professor Stuart's own hand, and partly 
in that of his brother, Mr. Alexander Stuart, afterwards one of th< 
ministers of Westkirk; and of some other person by the Professor* 
direction, till the 10th of March 170)3, when Dr. James Robertson- 
Professor of Oriental Languages, enters upon the office of Secretin 
and Librarian, and carries on the record till the 25th of October 
1785 ; after which Mr. Andrew Dalzcl, Professor of Greek. Wing 
conjoined with Professor Robertson in the office of Secretary and 
Librariau, concludes the volume from the last ment ioned date, and 
enters upon a new volume. July 81, 1790. 

A. I> 
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Abercromby, George, Professor of Pub- 
lic Law and Law of Nature and 
Nations, 406. 

Aberdeen, Bishop of, opposed to the 
establishment of a College at Edin- 
burgh, 2* 

Aberdeen, Georgo, Earl of, Lord Chan- 
cellor, 212. 

Aberdeen, King's College in, 5, 9, 152, 
153. 202, 263 ; Marischal College 
in, L5JL 

Abernethy, Adam ; his verses to the 
memory of Principal Bollock re- 
ferred to, 375. 

Academy for Drawing, Room in Collcgo 
granted to, 401. 

Adam, Patrick, Janitor of tho College, 

m 

Adamson, Francis, Librarian, 154, 156, 
164, 349. 

Adamson, Henry, Provost of Perth, 20, 
161. 

Adamson, Mr. James, a candidate for 
Professorship of Humanity, 29.; 
afterwards a minister in Ireland, ib. 
Adamson, Mr. John, elected Bcgent of 
Philosophy, 29, 41 ; becomes mini- 
ster of North Berwick, 52, 55; 
next of Libberton, 65 ; presides at 
Disputation before James VI. at 
Stirling Castle, 65, £7. ; elected 
Principal of the College, 79, 9^ 
97, 102 ; Member of General As- 
sembly at Glasgow in 1038, 110, 
115, 117, 122. 126, 139, 141, 142, 
140, 150, 151, 156. 340, 353, 358, 
313 ;Tns death, 101-103 . 33L 

Aikenhead, David, Dean of Guild, 7J1 ; 
Provost of Edinburgh, 77, 83. 90. 

Aikenhead, Sir Patrick, 31L 

Ainslie, Andrew ; his legacy to the Col- 
lege, 132, 352, 320, 

Ainslie, James ; his legacy to the Col- 
lege, 8k 

Airth, William, Earl of, 9_5_. 

Alexander, David ; his legacy to the 
College, 71, 388. 

Alexander, William, College Treasurer, - 
ill 



Allan, Michael, merchant in Edinburgh, 

313. 

Alston, Dr. Charles, Professor of Medi- 
cine and Botany, 407, 410, 413; 
his death, 429. 

Amedeus, Alexander, a Florentine, Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew, 208, £11. 

Anatomy, Professorship of, founded, 291 , 
343, 378. 425. 427. 450. 

Andrews, Mr. George, one of the mini- 
sters of Edinburgh, 273, 28IL 

Anna, Queen of James VI., 2JL 

Anne, Queen ; her Accession to the 
Throne, 27J, 224 ; her bounty for 
increasing the Professors' salaries, 
3113 ; her death, :il 1. 

Anstmthcr, Mr. Charles, Advocate, 
402, 

Apthonius, Progymnasmata of, 377 . 

Areskine. See Ertkine. 

Argyle, Bishop of ; his reading the Ser- 
vice-book in Greyfriars' Church, 
Edinburgh, 105. 

Argyle, Archibald, Earl of, 104, ^73, 
300. 

Argyle, Marquis of, opposed to the En- 
gagement, 1-10, 1 55. 

Aristotle, Peculiar respect for, at the 
College of Edinburgh, 5JL 66, 68, 
150, 151-153 ; Organou of, 37JL 

Arminianism, taught by the Bishops, 
93, 98, 99, 104, 

Armour, Mr. John, a candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Philosophy, 82, 83 ; 
elected Professor of Humanity, 85, 
114 ; his resignation, 99, 359. 

Arniyn, Sir William, 

Arnistoun (Dundas), Lord, 313. 

Arran, Earl of; his asceudency over 
James VI., 14j his fall, 16, 17, 
345. 

Arthur, Mr. W T illiam ; his verses on 
Principal Rollock referred to, 37JL 

Arts, Faculties of, fi« 

Arundel, Earl of, 1 15- 

Asseinblv, General, held in 1638, 109. 
110; in 1641, 119, 120j in 1643, 
Li3 ; in 1645, 13Q-132; in 1646, 
iM ; in 1647, 140, 147. 148, 
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Assembly of l)i vines at Westminster, 

124, LiflL 
Astronomy, Mode of teaching, 377. 
Avery, .Mr. Benjamin, obtains the de- 

gree of LL.D., 309. 

BaCIIELOK ClAH8, 111. 

1 1. it '.n i, Lord, 51^ QiL 

Baillic of Jerviswood, Dame Cirizell, 4 1 9. 

Baillic, Mr. Hubert, one of the Scottish 
Deputies to Westminster Assembly 
of Divines, 124; his encomium on 
Alexander Henderson, 1 40 - 1 42, 
149, UAL 

Baillie, Mr. William, a candidate for 
1'rafessorship of Universal Civil 
History, 435* 

Bain, Sir l)onald, of Tulloch, 31fi- 312* 

Bain, John, of Pitcarlie: his mortifica- 
tion to t he C< dlege , 3 1 7 . See Bayne . 

Baird, William, Bailie, 2i& 

Bainl, Dr. George, Principal of the 
College, 332. 

Bahanquhal, Mr. Robert, minister of 
Tranent, 39^ 7JL 

Balcampihal, Mr. Walter, one of the 
ministers of Edinburgh, actively 
promotes the founding of the Col- 
lege, 4_; his banishment, L4_, sent 
for by Bollock on his death -bed, 
21: his zeal for augmenting the 
salaries of the Professors, 51 ; his 
legacy to the College, 77, liSS- 

Bald, John, preferred to a bursary of , 
Philosophy, 414. 

Balfour, Mr. James, a candidate for , 
chair of Logic and Metaphysics, , 
400 : and for chair of Scots Law, I 
407 : elected Professor of Moral 
Philosophy, 4'in ; resigns, 433 ; ap- 
pointed Professor of Public I-aw and 
Law of Nature and Nations, 434. 

Balfour, Messrs. John and Gavin 
Hamilton, appointed College print- 
ers, 424, 

Ballcnden, Mr. Thomas : his verses on 

Principal Bollock referred to, 373. 
Banuatymv Mr. James; his legacy to 

the ( ollege, 29, 57, 3SH. 
Bannatvne, Mr. Pat rule, . I ust ice Clerk 

Depute, 22 
Barclay, Mr. David . his verses on Prin 

cipal Bollock referred to, 373. 
Barclay, Mr. B<»bert, one of toe deputiei . 

Hf'nt tt. Charles L at Oxft.nl. 123- 
Bargenic, I<ord (Hamilton}, Hit? 
Bnrnc*. Jam. s, Collci;.- Trc.iMirer. IJ7. 
Baron. Mr. Bol-of, a c.indidale for Pr<»- 

!• worship o! Hum anity. 36-1 



Baron, Helen, wife of Principal Bollock. 

39. 

Bayne, Mr. Alexander, Professor of 

Scots L*w, 328^ 329. 395, 40G. 
Baync, Kenneth, of Tulloch, 419 ; hi-* 

death, 41>Z. 
Bayne of Tulloch : his mortification to 

the College, 419. See Bain. 
Beaton, Mr. John, a candidate for Pro 

fesaorxhip of Philosophy, 273. 
Bejan class, 10_; throwing a foot ball 

into, by the Semi, '237 ; the Semi 

subscribe a document for sappres 

siou of this practice, 260. 
Bell, Mr. Thomas, elected Professor of 

Humanity, 193^ 195^ 364, 304. 

365, 3_fiL 

Benefactors of the College to be cum 

memorated, 1 1 4. 
Bennot, Audrew, bursar of Philosophy, 

4JiL 

Binning, Lord, Clerk Register, 52- 
Bishops, 105. 

Black, Dr. Joseph, elected Professor ol 
Medicine and Chemistry, 436, i4'2 
451 

Black, Mr. William, Regent, King'-* 
College, Aberdeen, 23*, 262. 

Blackfriars, Monaster}' of, 4- 

Blacklock, Thomas, preferred to a bur 
sary of Philosophy, 41 1. 

Blackstone, Examination on, 143, 24Q. 

Blackwood, Robert, Bailie, 233^ 'i j 
281,411. 

Blair, Dr. Hugh, elected Professor ot 

Rhetoric, 428^ 43K Mj\ H7 
Blair, Mr. David, one of the ministers 

of Edinburgh, 2^'. 
Blair, Mr. Rol«ert, 106. lift : mod- r» 

tor of the (ieneral Assembly, 1 3*3. 

141. 142. 

Blair, Mr. Robert, Advocate, 446, 447 

Bohemian Protest, bequeathed to tin- 
College, 1 7H. 

Boswell, Walter, Deacon of the Haui 
menuen, 409. 

Botanical Harden, the, 39^ 407. 42*). 
431. 432. 435- 

Botanv, Professorship of, instituted, 
2?>3, 254, 30JL 407. 429^ 

IV> welts, Vuldislaus, a Polish student, 
397. 

liowy, William, 24- 

Boyd, Mr. Robert, of Trorhrig, elected 
Principal of the College. 7> r» 
siirns, Tji- 331 ; his verse* on Prin 
cipal Rollock referred to, 875. 

I'...\ d, Mr. Zachary. 142. 

Breda, Treaty at, 156. 

Brown, Adam. Dean of Guild, 2*1 
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irown, Mr. John, a candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Philosophy, 82-84 ; 
appointed Regent of Philosophy, 
88, 91, 94, 95, 100j opposed to 
the renovation of the National Co- 
venant, liM ; deposed for refusing 
to take the Covenant, 106-108. 

lirown, John, Bailie, 4 IS, l;H), 1 

1 irown, Mr. . I oseph, obtains the degree 
of LL.R, 253. 

I irown, Robert, merchant in Zamose, 
Poland ; his mortification to the 
College, 313, 397, 104, 440, 441, 
4ii ^ 

1 irown, Dr., of London, 317. 

lirown, Dr. Thomas, Professor of Moral 

Philosophy, 44JL 
lirucc, l>r. Andrew, Professor in Col- 
lege of St. Andrews, 20T, 202. 
lirnce, Mr. John, elected Professor of 
Logic and Metaphysics, 444-440; 
made a burgess of Edinburgh, 117. 
liruce, Mr. Robert, Professor of Public 
Law, and Law of Nature and Na- 
tions, 434. 
lirysonnc, Andrew, Treasurer, 322. 
Dry son, Thomas, his mortilication to 

the College, 312, 
Pkttchan, Hugh, elected Chamberlain of 

City of Edinburgh, 436, 44L 
Bochan, Dr. William, a candidate for 
Professorship of Institutes of Medi- 
cine, 443. 

liuchanan, Mr. George, Preceptor to 
James VI., 5, 65, 69, 373; his 
Psalms taught in the Humanity 
Class, 379. 

liuchanan, George, elected macer to 
attend the Rector of the College, 
112. 

liuchanan, Sir John; his donation to the 

College, 135, 392, 414, 420. 
liuchanan, Mr. Thomas, 3IL 
Hurnct, Dr. Gilbert, Bishop, 1SZ, 
liurnet, Mr. Robert, 5.2; elected Pro- 
fessor of Humanity, 61_, 79, 358. 
liurnet, Mr. Thomas, elected Regent of 
Philosophv, 217 ; suspected of fa- 
vouring Popery, 2J7, 218, 223, 
225-227, 352 ; deprived by Com- 
mission of Visitation, 232, 233, 25JL 
Bursars, 27, 57, 59, 72, 102, 11_1, 116, 
117, 122, 139: rules respecting, 
UJMiil ; oath to be administered 
to, 1H0_ ; proposed regulation for the 
examination of, 253, 302 ; a sepa- 
rate register to be kept ft;r, 285, 
289; mortifications for, 316, 317, 
388-392, 399. 406 ; dutiesof, 882. 
;s7. 



Bursars of Divinity, L12 ; presbyteries 
to provide, 242 ; King William's 
gift for maintaining twenty, 25o, 
25ii ; fifteen of these bursaries sunk, 
204 ; this protested against by 
Town-Council, 29JL 

Bursaries of Divinity, regulations to be 
observed in regard to disposal of, 
449. 

liuxtorf'B Hebrew Grammar, 422, 
livres, John, of Coats, Dean of (Juild, 

96, 390. 



Calamy, Mr. Edmund, obtains the de- 
gree of D.D., 3115. 
Calderwood, Mr. David, 15_L 
Campbell, Sir Colin, of Arbuehell, 3LL 
Campl>ell, Mr. Duncan, liursar of Divi 
nity, 4211 

Campbell, Mr. George, elected Profes- 
sor of Divinity, 232 ; called to be 
one of the ministers of Edinburgh, 
233, 235. 253. 273 ; his death, 212 ; 
founder of the College Theological 
Librarv, 278, 287, 33a. 

Campbell, Mr. Hay, advocate, a candi 
date for Professorship of Scots Law, 
435. 

Campbell, John, afterwards Earl of 
Loudoun, 63. See Loudoun, fx>rd. 

Campbell, Mr. Kenneth, a candidate for 
Professorship of Philosophy, 273. 

Canons and Liturgy, Determination of 
Charles L to obtrude them on Scot 
land, 23; abolished by General As 
sembly of 1638, 109. See Service 
Book 

Cant, Mr. Andrew, elected Principal a 
the College, 205; his death, 216, 
331. 

Carlyle, Alexander (afterwards Dr., 
minister of lnveresk), 4(h'>. 

Carlyle, Mr. William, minister of Pres- 
tonpans, 406. 

Carstairs, Mr. William, elected Princi- 
pal of the College, 284, 289, 293, 
298, 303, 3QG ; his death, 315, 320. 
332, 

Cassander, George, Rhetoric of, 28, 377. 
Cassillis, John, Earl of, one of the Scottish 

deputies to the W est minster Ahsem - 

blv of Divines, 124» 
Chaplyn, Isaac, 163. 
Charles I.; bis accession to the Throne, 

81 ; his partiality for Episcopacy. 

92, his journey to Scotland, 9ji; 

liis reception in Edinburgh, 9_1 : 

loyaltv of the College of Edinburgh 

to, 97, 98, 1112 ; follows Laud's ad 
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vice, 98^ 105; war between him 
and the Covenanters, 110; pacifi- 
cation, 111 ; hostilities renewed, 
112, 116 ; his array defeated by 
the Scots, 118 ; treaty at Rippon, 
1 18 ; his arrival at HolV roodhouse, 
|20j at Oxford, 123j is with the 
Scots Army at Newcastle, 13fi ; 
paper controversy between him and 
Mr. Alexander Henderson as to 
Episcopscy aud Presbytery, 1 36, 
132 ; the Engagement to restore 
him without conditions, 146, 147 ; 
executed, 154- 

Charles II., proclaimed in Scotland, 101 ; 
at Brctta, 156; his duplicity, 152 ; 
lands in the north of Scotland, ib. ; 
his declaration from Dunfermline, 
1 58 ; his coronation at Scone, 159 : 
Itis restoration, 185; establishes 
Episcopacy in Scotland, 1 h<> ; his 
death, 215, 

Charteris, Mr. Henry, citizen, actively 
promotes the founding of a College 
at Edinburgh, 3a 

Charteris, Mr. Henry; his graduation, 
19, 211; elected Regent of Phil«»- 
sophy, 21, 22. 24/ 25. 27. 29; 
recommeiuled by Principal Rollock 
as his successor, M; elected Prin- 
cipal and Professor of Divinity, 39j 
4J. ; his salary augmented, 58 ; de- 
clines, from modesty, to preside at 
the disputation before James VI. 
at Stirling Castle, 65j 63. ; resigns, 
and becomes minister of North 
Leith, 73-75. 29 ; re-elected Pro- 
fessor of Divinity, 90^ 91; his 
death, 92^ 93, 162, 331, 334, 373- 
325. 

Charteris, Mr. Laurence, elected Pro- 
fessor of Divinity, 205, 21.3, 33JL 

Charteris, Thomas ; his donation to the 
College, 9JL 

Chatelherault, Duke of, 4, UL 

Chemistry and Medicine, Professorship 
of, established, 312, 416, 426. 

Chicsley, Sir Robert, Provost of Edin- 
burgh, 321 ; means to be used for 
recovering arrears due to the Col- 
lego by the daughters of, 129. 

Chrvstie's mortification to the College, 
420. 

Class, Bejan, Semi, Bachelor, Magis- 
trand, HL 

Classical learning, Study of, in 15th 
and 16th centuries, 41^ 4.">. 

Oleghorn, Hugh, merchant burgess, 
Edinburgh, 41 it. 

Clcghorn, John, Bailie, 295. 



Cleghorn, Mr. William, teaches M:r. 
Philosophy Class, 412 ; elected P- 
fessor of Moral Philosophy, ill 
resigns, 42") ; his death, ih. 

Clenard, Nicolas, his Greek Grass— % 
326, 

Cochrane, Mr. Alexander, bursar 

Divinity, 42£L 
Cochrane, Mr. Hugh, minister of K_ 

maurs, 420. 
Cochrane, James, Dean of Guild, LLj 

bailie, 352. 
Cockburn, Mr. Alexander, elected IV 

fessorof Philosophy, 210, 212.111 

216, 218, 223 ; his death, 224. 
Cockburn, Archibald, Bailie, 301. 
Cockburn, Mr. David, obtains the it- 

grce of M.D , 29JL 
Coldin, Mr. James ; his verses on Pri> 

cipal Rollock referred to, 37.S. 
Colleges. See UnictrtttUt. 
Colt, Mr. Adam, elected Regent of Ft 

losophy, IS, 20, 2J ; become* miii 

ster first of Borthwick, and then d 

Tnveresk, 22. 
Colt, Mr. Blase, Professor of Humani: • 

54. 352 ; his death, 60. 
Colt, Mr. Oliver, Advocate, father of tit? 

preceding, 54^ 357. 
Colt, Mr. Oliver, elected Professor or 

Humanity, 60, 3. r >7 : becomes mir:- 

ster of Holy rood Hcmse, 60^ 157. 
Colvill, Dr. Alexander, 111 ; electei 

Professor of Divinity, 145 : Gentr* 

Assembly refuse to translate his. 

146, 150. 334, 
Colvill, Mr. Patrick, a candidate far 

professorbhip of Philosophy, li)7. 
Colvill, Robert, bursar of l*h*iW»jihi, 

120. 

Colvill, Mr. William, one of the mm 
sters ot Edinburgh, 139; susp-ndf : 
and deposed bv the General Assra- 
bly for favouring the Engagement. 
145 ; elected Principal u? the C4- 
legc, 164 ; the election set asik 
164. 165. 331 ; compensation ma i- 
to him by the Town-Council. ltfr : 
admitted one of the ministers i. 
Perth, ib ; re-elected Principal 
the College, 187, 190, 19_L liA 
195. 197, 201, 353, 363 ; his death. 
21)5* 

Commission, nigh, abolished bv TrtDe- 
ral Assembly of 1638, 109. 

Confession of Faith. See Cormun' 
National. 

Confession of Faith, Westminster, 14e 
141, 170 ; to be subscribed bj aO 
professors of colleges, 221. 
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Cotton, Halford, receives the degree of 

LL.D., 322. 
Couples, George, preferred to burenry 

of Divinity, 414. 
Coutts, Mr. John. College Trcasurer,429. 
( 'ovenant, National, or Confession of 
Faith, U ; to be subscribed by nil 
graduates, V7, 19, 27, 4fi ; this prac- 
tice discontinued, 100, li»l ; reso- 
lution to renew the National Cove- 
nant, 105; entered into by persons 
of all ranks, liifi; its renovation 
promoted by the Professors of the 
University of Edinburgh, tb. ; to 
be subscribed by students before 
receiving their degrees, 114. L4JL 
Covenant, Solemn League and, 124 ; 
students required to subscribe it, 
143. 149, 160 ; to be taken at first 
receiving the Lord's Supper, 148. 
Covenanters, War between them and 
Charles L, 110 ; pacification, 111 j 
hostilities renewed, 112. 116; de 
feated by Montrose, 129, 133 ; rout 
of his forces at Philipbnugh, 122. 
Cowper, Margaret, her mortification to 

the Colh-ge, 220. 
Cowper, William, his legacy to the 

College, 57, 3SS. 
Craig, Mr. James, elected Professor of 
Civil Law, 308, 316, 395; his 
death, 4ii2* 
Craig, Mr. John, minister, 12. 
Craig, Mr. Thomas, his verses on Prin- 
cipal Kollock referred to, 373. 
Craig, Mr. William, elected Regent of 
Philosophy, 2?, 29, 40, 4J ; becomes 
Professor of Diviuity at Saumur, 
42,223. 

Craigie, John, younger of Dumbamcy, 
tack of the teinds of that parish 
granted to, 420. 

Craigie, Robert, of Glendoick, Lord- 
Advocate, 415. 

Crawford, Earl of, 230, 23L 

Crawford, James, M.D., elected Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry and Medicine, 
312, 316; elected I*rofessor of He- 
brew, 323, 324, 329, 225 ; his death , 
402. 

Crawford, Mr. Matthew, a candidate for 
Professorship of Philosophy, 55. 

Crawford, Mr. Matthew, Professor of 
Church History, 326, 329, 395, 
407, 455. 

Crawford, Mr. Thomas, a candidate for 
Professorship of Philosophy, 81, 82 ; 
elected Professor of Humanity, 85, 
9! ; becomes Rector of the High 
School, 94, 97, 107 ; elected Pro- 



fessor of Mathematics and Regent, 
119. 336-339. 359. 121. 122, 134. 
1 ::*), 138. 143, 145, 149-151, 151. 
!££, 157* 159, 160-162. 164. 169, 
170, 172, 173, 176, 177, 182, 1M, 
1 85, L&Z ; Tus death, 188, 362 ; his 
History of the Cniversity, 189, 190, 
338. 350. 455. 456. 
Crighton, Mr. William, one of the 

ministers of Edinburgh, 273, 280. 
Crokat, Patrick, elected Janitor, In.'. 133. 
Cromwell, Oliver, defeats the Marquis 
of Hamilton, 147 ; his power in 
England, 154, 156 ; his victory over 
the Scots at Dunbar, 158," 160 ; 
defeats Charles II. at Worcester, 
161 ; greater part of Scotland sub- 
mits to him, 165 ; appoints com- 
missioners for the administration 
of justice in Scotland, 165. 122 ; 
roposcd application to be made to 
im for the augmentation of the 
College revenue, 116 ; his gift to 
the College, 18_L 182 ; probably 
never obtained, 182, 183, 352. 
Cromwell, Richard, 183. 
Crossrig, Lord (David Hume), 22S. 
Cruickshnnks, John, appointed interim 
teacher of Humanity Class, 174, 
2&L 

Cullen, Dr. William, elected Professor 
of Medicine and Chemistry, 426. 
427, 429 ; resigns, 436; elected Pro- 
fessor of the Institutes of Medicine, 
436 ; allowed to teach also the 
practice of medicine, 439 ; resigns, 
443 ; elected Professor of the Prac- 
tice of Medicine, 4-13. 440. 

Culloden (Forbes), Laird of, junior, 273. 

Cumming, Mr. John, appointed Pro- 
fessor of Church History, 250, 280, 
298, 306 ; his death, 214, 

Cumming, Mr. Patrick, appointed Pro- 
fessor of Church History, 101 ; re 
signs, 430. 

Cumming, Mr. Robert, son of the pre- 
ceding, appointed Professor of 
Church History-, 430. 431.441.442. 

Cumming, Mr. \\ illiam, elected Pro- 
fessor of Humanitv, 189, 1 90 ; par- 
ticular account of the trial at his 
election, 362-366 ; his salary aug- 
mented, 191, 354 ; becomes Pro- 
fessor of Philosophy, 192. 103 ; be- 
comes tutor to Lord Lorn, 194, 
195. 366, 362. 

Cunningham, Mr. Alexander, elected 
Professor of Humanity, 208, 368 ; 
elected Professor of Philosophy, 
224, 226, 235-237. 244. 246, 248 ; 
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suspended, 2 40,250; his demission, 
258. 

Cunningham, Hugh, Provost of Edin- 
burgh, 279, 280, 286, 2KL 

Carrie, James, Provost of Edinburgh, 
206. 



I » \ M .i.i i-ii. James ; his legacies to the 
Town and College, 119, 120, 3U 1 . 
401 420. 

Dalgleish, James, receives the degree of 

M.D., an. 

Dalgleish, Mr. Robert, Agent for the 
Kirk, L5_L 

1 >almeny, Laird of, 2LL 

Dalzel, Mr. Andrew, elected Professor 
of Greek, 441-443 ; made a Burgess 
of Edinburgh, 447. 15_Q_ ; appointed 
Secretary and Librariau, 456. 

Damman, Sir Adrian, chosen Professor 
of Law, 22; lectures only on Hu- 
manity, ib. ; resigns, 27, 355, 35fi ; 
his verses on PrincipaTIiollock re- 
ferred to, 373. 

Darien, Settlement on the Isthmus of, 
207. 

Dark Ages, State of I>carning in, 4»L 
Darley, Mr. Henry, Commissioner from 

Engliind to the General Assemblv, 

123. 

Dnrnloy, Henry Lord, 2. 

Davidson, Mr. James, and Mr. Thomas 
Ruddiman, resign as College Print- 
ers, 421. 

Davis, Mr. John, 1 63. 

Dawsoti, Mr. William, minister atNew- 
castle-upon Tyne, elected Professor 
of Hebrew, 402_, 422, 423. 

Declamations. See Oration*. 

Dennistoun, Sir Robert ; his donation to 
the College, 

Dcs Cartes, Meditations of, 220j 340. 

Despauteriu8, Joannes, 143. 

Dice, Act of Faculty for preventing 
playing at, 276. 

Dick, Mr. Robert, Advocate, Professor 
of Civil Law, 126_ 

Dick, William, Merchant, 8_0_ ; Sir 
William, 32L 

Dickson, Mr. Alexander, minister of 
Newbattle, elected Professor of 
Hebrew, 174, 177, 190, 192, 195, 
353 ; his salary reduced, 201 ; de- 
prived, 208. 

Diekson, Mr. David, 149, 150j elected 
Professor of Divinity, 1 50, 1 70 ; 
his salary augmented, LZl ; resigns, 
189. 19L 331, 

Diekson, Dr. David, Fellow of the Royal 



College of Physicians, Edlnl<r. 
308. 

Disputations in the College, 377, .77* 
382, 385. 

Divinity, taught from the firvt in 
College of Edinburgh, 9. 19, 1M 

Divinity, Bursars of, IVcsbvteries 
maintain, 119. See Bursar* 
Divinity. 

Divinity, Professor of, this office a! tv 
beld jointly with that of IVindpx 
12 ; the two offices disjoined, 74 
donation for supporting;, 111 ; lr* 
acy for augmenting salary of, I£ 
house to be built for, 182 : daxir- 
of, 3M. 

Divinity, Students of. See Ei*» 
burgh. 

Dobie, Richard, Dean of Guild, 1*L 

Doddridge, Dr. Philip, 122- 

Dods, Thomas, plumber, his le«cr • 

the College, L33- 
Douglas, Mr. Alexander, becomes miic- 

ster of Whittinghaia, 6JL. 
Douglas, Mr. Alexander, elected Pr- 

fessor of Hebrew, 21 I ; his sal.*-. 

augmented, 214. 22ii ; deprived bit 

Commission of Visitation, 232 ; fat* 

legacy of books to the College. 2>. 

212. 

Douglas, Mr. George; his verses en 
Principal Rollock referred to, ill 

Douglas, ^lr. John ; his versos on P^ia- 
cipal Rollock referred to, 375. 

Douglas, Mr. Robert, one of the nun 
sters of Edinburgh, 124, 129, 
139 ; Moderator of the Genera! 
Assembly, 140 ; elected Rector o> 
the University, 154-156. 333: hi* 
Sermon at the Coronation of Cbarle* 
II., 159. 1 6ft 1GQ. 

Douglas, Mr. William, Advocate, 194. 

Douglas, Mr. William, 142, 144, 

Drummond, A Jam, of Megginsh, 296. 

Drnmmond, Dr. Alexander Monr 
elected Professor of Institute .1 
Medicine, 443, 445. 447 ; does tot 
accept, 44H. 

Drummond, Mr. Colin, elected Proffer* 
of Philosophy, 296 29*; Iwom.- 
Professor of Logic, 3(H), 301. 3U3, 
307. 310-319 ; 325-330, 395 ^7 
elected Professor of Greek, aw. 
404, 405. 409, 410, 113. 

Drummond, (ieorge, Provost of Eihn 
burgh, 324, 326j 394^ 133. 

Drummond, Mr. John, elected Profr*.v 
of Ilemanity, 2£L 226, 227_; *k 
prived bv Commission of \ isiutit 
232, 233. 354. 368 



by Google 



INDEX. 



465 



Drnmmond, William, of Hawthornden, 
97, 357 

Drysdale, Mr. John, minister of Kirk- 
aldy, 40^ 403. 

Drysdale, John, son of the preceding, 
401. 403, 

Dunibarncy, Teinds of, 490 T 

Dunbar, Battle of, 158, 16J2, 

Dunblane, Battle of, between the Pre- 
tender and the troops of George L, 
315. 

Duncan, Dr. Andrew, a candidate for 
lYofessorship of Institutes of Medi- 
cine, 443. ; appointed to teach In- 
stitutes of Medicine for one session, 
445 ; and for another session, 448. 

Duncrub (Rollo), Barons of, 31L 

Dundas, Henry, Lord Advocate, 4 17. 

Dundas, Mr. Laurence, electe<l Professor 
of Humanity, 235, 262, 273, 280, 
287, 293, 298. 301. 306. 307, 310- 
fg, 314-319. 324-330. 338, 339, 
354, 368 ; his legacy to the Col 
lege, 309, 394, 325; proposes to 
resign, 3_9_7_ ; his death, 405, 455. 

Dundas, Sir Laurence, Bart, of Kerse, 
338. 455. 

Dundas, Mr. Thomas, elected Professor 

of Civil Law, 402. 
Dundas, Sir Thomas, afterwards Lord 

Dundas, 338, 455. 
Dunfermline, Earl of. See Seton, Sir 

Alexander. 
Dunlop, Mr. Alexander, 21* 
Punlop, Mr. John, Librarian, 191, 349, 

350. 

I>unlop, Mr. William, Principal of the 
College of Glasgow, 238, 232 ; his 
endeavour* to obtain King Wil- 
liam's grant to the four Univer- 
sities of Scotland, 271. 

Ihinlop, Mr. William, appointed Pro- 
fessor of ( 'hurcb History, 314, 315 ; 
his death, 326. 

Dunsmuir, Mr. James, bursar of Divi- 
nity, 420. 



Edixbukoii, erected into an Episcopal 
See, 104. 

Edinburgh, Bishop of, 194, 125, See 

Plat ergon, John. 
Edinburgh, Cattle of, besieged by 

General I^lic in 164<>, U6_; be 

t rayed to Cromwell, 160. 
Edinburgh, Golden Charter of Citv of, 

48. 

Edinburgh, High School of ; its estab- 
lishment, 4. 53, 23, 
E«linbfirgh, Ministers of, assist in found- 



ing the University, 1, 4 ; their 
flight in consequence of a tumult at 
Edinburgh, 25, 26; to be joint 
with Town-Council in electing lie- 
gents of the College, 57, 5ti ; Act 
of Town-Council, disallowing Pro- 
fessors of Divinity and Church 
History to be, 325. 

Edinburgh, University of ; its origin, L 
4 ; Hoyal Charter authorizing the 
founding of, C ; which is ratified by 
Act of Parliament, 8 ; plan of in- 
struction in, 8, 9; length of the 
Session in, 10-12 ; royal confirma- 
tion of all former grants mado to, 
43 ; examinations at the opening 
of the Session, 45-48, 379. 380 ; 
and previous to receiving the de- 
gree of A.M., 45, 4Jfc5Q ; students 
dispersed by the Plague, 52, 53, 
55, 56; revenues of, 56-58, 1 1 o\ 
120, 121, 172; Act of Parliament 
of 1618 in confirmation of, 7_fi ; 
laws or discipline of, 13, 91, 92, 
145. 197-199. 257. 224 277, 285, 
286. 290, 376-387 ; 326. ; IMtlons 
to the buildings of, 102, 128, 347. 
348 ; donations or mortifications to, 
2, 173, 387.393 ; commemoration 
of benefactors of, 184 : tumults at, 
198 ; abbreviate of Acts of Council 
auent, 284 ; records of, corrupted, 
286, 287. 290. 221 ; Act of Town- 
Council in reference to these re 
cords, 286-288, 290. 221 ; uew 
regulation for teaching Greek and 
Philosophy in, ratified bv Town- 
Council, 299, 300, 307 : aAer the 
Union less flourishing than before, 
308; funds of, 318 : Treasurer's 
accounts of the funds of, 396, 402, 
408. 411. 427-429. 435. 439 411, 
445. 448. 449, 45L 

Edinburgh, Principal of the University 
of, held at first the office of Profes- 
sor of Divinitv, 1 9 ; his salary in- 
creased, 41, 102, 279, 290; offices 
of Principal and Professor of ltfvi- 
nity disjoined, 14 ; duties of, 240, 
380. 381 ; list of Principals, 33_L 

Edinburgh, Printer to the University 
of, power to choose lie longed to 
Town Council, 421_, 424. 

Edinburgh, Professors of the Univer 
sity of, their salaries augmented, 
74, :<"■"> . refuse to take the oaths 
oFallegiance and supremacy, 207 ; 
dispute Ijctwt-eu Town-Council and 
them as to their powers, 279-2*3 . 
and as to the electing of a member 

<; 
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to represent tho University in the 
General Assembly, 219. 283, 319- 
3il ; complaints against, 288. 289 ; 
Professors to hold their offices 
only during the Council's plea- 
sure, 323 ; oaths to be subscribed 
by, at their admission, 402, 407, 413. 

Edinburgh, Professors of Divinity in 
University of, list of, 334, See 
Divinity, Professor of. 

Edinburgh, Hector of the University of, ' 
74, 90, 323_; office of, to be" re- 
vived, 112 ; gown woru bv, ib. ; re- 
gulations to be observed by, 113. 
114, 145, 154 ; power of Town- 
Council to choose, lill ; list of 
Rectors, 333. 

Edinburgh, Students of tho Univer- 
sity of, engagement subscribed by, 
101, 184 ; new Sponsio to be sub- 
scribed by, at their matriculation, 
175 ; their burning tho Pope in 
effigy, 210 ; bonds and engage- 
ments to bo taken by, 211 ; Spon- 
sio to be subscribed by, 212, 223, 
227. 268 ; their attending "the 
church, 382. 3&L 

Elizabeth, Queen, 16, 19. 26; her 
death, 42* 

Elliot, Alexander, a bursar of Philoso- 
phy, 420. 

Elliot, Sir Gilbert, 229. 

Elliot, Robert, surgeon, allowed a 
yearly salary for teaching anatomy, 
291. 

Ellis, Mr. John, Dean of Faculty of Ad- 
vocates, 303. 

Ellis, Mr. Robert, his donation for en- 
larging the buildings of the Col- 
lege, 100, 123. See Gillies. 

Elphinston, Bishop, 9_. 

Elphinston, Laird of, 333. 

Engagement, The, for restoring Charles 
IT. without conditions, 146-148, 159. 

Episcopacy, abolished, 1 10 ; established 
in Scotland by Charles 11., 186, 
2GL 

Erskinc or Areskinc, Mr. Charles, elect- 
ed Professor of Philosophy, 273, 
274. 277. 278, 280, 285, 290, 293, 
'J 91 ; appointed Professor of Public 
Law and of Law of Nature and 
Nations, 224 ; his appointment pro- 
tested against by the Town-Council, 
295. 297,298, 306, 316, 325,395, 
&&& 

Erskine, Mr. John, a candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Civil Law, 402 ; 
elected Professor of Scots Law, 
402 ; resigns, 435. 



Erskine, Dr. John, one of the minister 

of Edinburgh, 4< >7, 43o. 
Ethics, 220, 2£L Sec Moral J%£.- 

sophy. 



Fairfocl, Mr. Andrew, 150. 

Fairly, Mr. James, elected Regent ~ 
Philosophy, 55, 56. 58. 60, fig. <3. 
65, 6L7_L 22 This salary r ■ - v 
74, 78, 79 ; becomes minister m 
LeitfiTtU, 84, 90; elected Profess* 
of Divinity, 93; resign*, and fc» 
comes one of the ministers of E<fc 
burgh, 85, 334. 

Fairlv, Mr. Robert, a candidate fee 
Professorship of Humanity. 1«K 

Fnnton, John, Comptroller ■ Clerk, ,k 

Fenton, Thomas, Bailie, 397. S9R. 

Ferguson, Mr. Adam, minister of Lodt- 
rait, 42iL 

Ferguson, Dr. Adam, son of the preced 
ing, 344 ; elected Professor of Nate- 
ral Philosophy, 42S ; elected Pr«f*s- 
sor of Moral Philosophy, 433. 4S4. 
441, 442, 444; goes abmad with tbf 
Earl Irf Chesterfield, 444-446 ; al- 
lowed a seat in the Trun Church, 
45Q ; appointed secretary to the 
Commissioners sent to America to 
negotiate a peace with the colonies. 
4£L 

Ferguson, Mr. Henry, 23A. 

Ferguson, Mr. Joseph, preferred to a 
bursary of Divinity, 414. 

Ferine, Mr. Charles, 19,2D ; elected Be- 
gent of Philosophy, 21, 22, 24,2* 
27, 29 ; becomes minister at Fraser- 
burgh, 41L 

Fleming, John, Bailie ; his donation 
for the College buildings, 111: hi* 
legacy to the College, 129, 347, 390. 

Fleming, Robert, Bailie, contributes la 
the building of the College, 12$. 

Forbes, Mr. William, elected Pmsmsbt 
of Humanity, III ; elected Profes- 
sor of Philosophy, 174. 176, 2£1 ; 
his death, 14^, 176, 183. 

Forbes, Mr. William, a candidate for 
Professorship of Philosophy, 234. 

Ford, Hector; his mortification to the 
College, 302, 414, 420, 421. 

Forrest, Dr. James, Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physicians, Edin- 
burgh, 3m 

Forrester, Mr. David, minister is 
North Leith, 106, 112. 

Forrester, Mr. Duncan, candidate for 
Professorship of Philosophy, 107. 
108 ; elected, U2, 115, Ug, iiL 
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132, 134, 138, l^Oj 154-156, 
1 »*, 1 , 164, 170, 362; resign*, 171. 

mL 

Forret (Schoner), Lady, donation of hers 
applied to College buildings, 1Jf>. 

Foulifl, Mr., a candidate for Professor 
ship of Humanity, 409. 

Fraser, Sir Alexander, Bart , chief Phy- 
sician to the King, 204. 

Fraser, Mr. George, Sub Principal of 
King's College, Aberdeen, 24H. 

Fraser, Mr. George, minister of Mon- 
edie, 450. 

Fraser, James, son of the preceding, a 

bursar of Philosophy, 45JL 
Fraser, James, assistant secretary of the 

Bank of Scotland, 450. 
Fraser, James, son of the preceding, a 

bursar of Philosophy, 450. 
Fraser, John, Writer to the Signet, 451. 
Fraser, Thomas ; his mortification to 

the College, 4£L 
Fyvie, Lord. See Seton, Sir Alexander. 



Galbkaitu, Mr. Humphrey, a candi- 
date for Professorship of Humanity, 
61. 358. 364 ; becomes Professor in 
one of the Colleges of France, 6J. 

Galbraith, Valentine, burgess of Edin- 
burgh, 358. 

Galloway, Mr. John, 126* 

Galloway, Mr. Patrick, minister, 34. 

Geometry, 2^0, 221. 

George L ; his succession to the throne, 
314. 

Gelly, John, Doctor of Medicine, 82i 
Gib, John, servitor to James VI., 3, fi» 
Gibson, Mr. Alexander, elected Profes- 
sor of Humanity, 211 ; resigns, 103, 

350. 

Gibson, Christian, relict of Sir Robert 
Denni8t"un, 12JL 

Gibson, Mr. John, preferred to a bursary 
of Divinity, 4 14. 

Gibson, Mr. Joseph, appointed City Pro- 
fessor of Midwifery, 39.5 ; his death, 

Gillespie, Mr. George, 118 ; one of the 
Scottish Deputies to Assembly of 
Divines at Westminster, 124. " 

Gillies, Archibald, bursar of Philosophy, 

Gillies, Patrick, elder, his legacy of 500 
marks to the College, 390, HML 

Gillies, Patrick, younger, his legacy of 
500 marks to the College, 320, ISML 

Gilmour, Mr. Robert, janitor to the Col- 
lege, afterwards minister of Calder- 
Clere, 29. 



Glasgow, University of, 6, 141. 140. 

201, 238, 404, 
Glen, Mr. Alexander, bursar of Divinity, 

420. 

Gloag, Mr. Andrew, minister of West 

Calder, 414. 
Gloag, William, son of the preceding, 

preferred to bursary of Philosophy, 

414. 

Goodal), Mr. John, elected Professor of 
Hebrew, 277. 280 ; his salary aug- 
mented, 285, 298, 30_L 306, 311, 
315 : his death, 322, 323, 402, 

Gordon, Duke of, George, 2_LL 

Gordon, Mr. Duke, assists in preparing 
an Alphabetical Catalogue of the 
Library, 438. 

Gordon, Mr. John, Advocate, elected 
Professor of Universal Civil His- 
tory, 423, 424 ; demits, 425, 4^iL 

Gordon, Mr. Patrick, 149, 150, 

Gowdio, or Goldie, Mr. John, one of 
the ministers of Edinburgh, elected 
Professor of Divinity, 403 ; elected 
Principal of the College, 332, 424; 
his death, 429, 430. 

Gowns, order for wearing thcra never 
complied with in University of 
Edinburgh, 13. ; proposal that Pro- 
fessors nnd Students should wear 
them, 251. 

Gowrio, John, second Earl of, 14, 24,. 
373. 21 L 

Graduation of the Magistrand Class, 11. 
4K-50 ; circling of the Class at, 49_; 
this custom laid aside for a time, 
94 ; again revived, 123 ; performed 
in Trinity College Church, or in 
Grevfriars, 62 ; performed in Lady 
Tester's Church, 186, 190, 191,203; 
oaths of allegiance and supremacy 
to be taken at, 207 ; great majo- 
rity of Students refuse to take 
these oaths, 207, 209, 211-217. 
223, 224; taking* of oath of allc- 

fiancc to King William and Queen 
lary required at, but refused by 
many students, 244, 250. 254 ; 
strict examination of students at, 
25L2HL 

Graduation Book of University of Edin- 
burgh, 17, 375. 

Graduates, Town's Seal to be appended 
to diploma of, 283, Lists of, 376. 

Graham, David, his legacy to the Col- 
lege, m 

Graham, Mr. James, of Airth, Dean of 

Faculty, 409. 
Graham, Mr. Robert, a candidate for 

Professorship of Philosophy, 234. 
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Grammar, concerning teaching of, 143. 
Grammar Schools, 130-132, 139, 142, 
143. 

Grant, Alexander, Bnilie, 423. 

Grant, Dr. Gregory, a candidate for 

Professorship of the Institutes of 

Medicine, 443. 
Grant, I^ird of (Grant), 24JL 
Grant, James, son of the preceding, 2 19. 
Grant, Mr. Robert, Writer to the Signet, 
46L 

Greek, Pronunciation of, 62; a fixed 
professor for teaching, 251. 271. 
212 ; new regulations for teaching, 
299. 300, 368, 370; manner of 
teaching, 376, 379, 398, 399, 404, 
405 , 409. 409, 441. 

Gregory, Dr. David, elected Professor 
of" Mathematics, 213, 226, 235 ; 
appointed Savilian Professor of As- 
tronomy at Oxford, 245, 246, 324, 
34J ; the first who introduced the 
Newtonian philosophy into the 
University of Edinburgh, 342, 3jfcL 

Gregory, Mr. James, elected Professor 
of Mathematics, 204, 3_3_7_ ; his 
death, 206, 213, 339, 34 o. 

Gregory, Mr. James, brother to Dr. 
David, elected Professor of Mathe- 
matics, 245, 246, 273, 280, 298, 
806, 315, 324, 329, 3JJL 39.5, " 

Gregory, Dr. James, elected Professor 
of the Institutes of Modicine, 448, 
449. 

Gregory, Dr. John, father of the pre- 
ceding, elected Professor of the 
Practice of Medicine, 436 ; allowed 
to teach also the Theory of Medi- 
cine, 43_fi; his death, 443, 442, 

Greir, Mr. George, his verses on Prin- 
cipal Rollock referred to, IM'.i. 

Grieve, Mr. Robert, minister of Dal- 
keith, 444, 

Guild, Dr. William, 128. 

Gulon, Mr. William, a candidate for 
Professorship of Humanity, 367. 

Guthrie, Mr. Aloxander, Town-Clerk 
of Edinburgh, 356, 4M. 

Guthrie. Mr. James, College Treasurer, 
427. 



Halket, James, M.D., Professor of Mo- 
dicine in the College, 215. 

Hall, Mr. John, zealous for increasing 
the salaries of the Professors, 5JL 

Hall, Sir John, 228, 

Halley, Edmund, 340. 

Hallcraig, Lord (Sir John Hamilton), 
228. 



Hamilton, Charles, Bailie, 352 . 
Hamilton, Mr., Clerk to Commissict r. 

Parliament for visiting Univtrsia^ 

259. 

Hamilton, Family of, their forfeiture, L 
1& 

Hamilton, Messrs. Gavin and J«.tr 

Balfour, appointed College prinsen, 

424, AM, 
Hamilton, Mr. George, one of the 

isters of Edinburgh, 2123, 
Hamilton, Mr. James, 17. 
Hamilton, Mr. James, successively ei» 

ister of Dumfries and EJinbcn^ 

Hamilton, Mr. James, Advocate, a cav 
didate for Professorship of Lnirtr 
sal Civil History, 424. 

Hamilton, Mr. John, one of the miniate 
of Edinburgh, 223. 

Hamilton, James, Marquis of. King's 
Commissioner at General Assenibh 
of 1638, 109; commander of fon>->- A 
Charles L against the Covenanter*. 
1 10 ; defeated by Cromwell, 147. 

Hamilton, Mr. Robert, a candidate l<r 
Professorship of Logic and MrU 
physics, 4<K>. 

Hamilton, Mr. Robert, elected Professor 
of Divinity, 42jL 442, 449. 

Hamilton, Mr. William, father of the 
preceding, elected Professor of Di- 
vinity, 304 ; not to bave a mini- 
sterial charge, ib. ; accepts of the 
Professorship, 305. 306 ; allowed 
to be chosen one of the minister! 
of Edinburgh, 312, 314, 815, 
329^ 332, 335, 395-3-.»7 : elected 
Principal, 4111 ; his death, 402. 

Hamilton, Sir William, 223. 

Hamilton, Sir William, his Majeity's 
resident at Court of Naples, 448. 

Hannay, Mr. George, candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Humanity, 79j and 
for Professorship of Philosophy, 82; 
afterwards minister at Torphlchea, 
83. 

Hannay, James, Dean of Edinburgh, 
tumult at his reading the Scrnce- 
Book, 104, 105. 

Harley, Mr. Jonathan, receives tb« de- 
gree of M.D., 303. 

Hart, Andrew, printer, &L 

Hart, Mr. James, one of the ministers 
of Edinburgh, 230. 

Hart, Mr. William, his verses on Prin- 
cipal Rollock referred to, 375. 

Hatcher, Mr. Thomas, 123, m 

Hav, Mr. John, Town Clerk, Edinbar^b, 
83. 
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Hebdomadar, Duties of the, 198, 199. 

213, 251. 257, 289. 382, 
Hebrew Language, at lirst taught by 

Professor ot Divinity, 1_2_L 380; 

Srainmar of, taught by Regwnt of 
uchelor class, 377 ; a separate 
chair for teaching it instituted, 
121. 174, 208. 211, 237. 249. 211 ; 
salary of Professor of, increased by 
Queen Anne's bounty, 303, 322, 
323, 402, 422, 425. 
Henderson, Mr. Alexander, 109. 112 ; 
elected Rector of the University, 
1 14118 : becomes Dean of the 
Chapel Royal, 120, 122 124, 127, 
134, 135 ; paper controversy be- 
tween him and Charles k, 130, 
137 ; his death, 137, l_38j Robert 
Bail lie's eulogium upon, 141, 154, 
333. 332, 

Henderson, Laurence, Bailie, contri- 
butes for buildings of the College, 
128. 

Henderson, Mr. Robert, 213; elected 
Librarian, 2JA 226, 23& 254, 206, 
286. 290. 305. 329. 350. 354. 394, 
405, 406 ; demits, 414, 420, 456. 

Henderson, Mr. William, elected Libra- 
rian, 196. 20J ; his salary increased, 
204, 214, 226. 254, 266, 339. 350. 
3M, 

Henry, Prince, son of James VT., 4flL 

Hepburn, Mr. Alexander, a candidate 
for professorship of Philosophy, 
82, 83j elected, 96, 103, 111, li± 
116. 118. 121 : rchigns, 12JL 

Hepburn, Bailie, 438. 439. 

Hepburn, Sir Patrick, of Blackcastlc, 
his mortification to the College, 
317, 420. 

Hepburn, Mr. Thomas, Minister at 
Oldhamstocks, 8JL 

Heslope, Mr. Philip, graduates, 19 ; 
elected Regent of Philosophy, 20 ; 
travels into Germany, 21 ; returns 
to Scotland, 22, 23_; becomes 
minister of Inveresk, 24.; his 
death, ib. 

Hall, Mr. John, elected Professor of 

Humanity, 447 ; made a burgess 

of Edinburgh, ib. 
Hippocrates, Oath of, 29JL 
History, Ecclesiastical, professorship of, 

instituted, 250, 256, 314j 395, 407, 

42Q, 

History, Universal Civil, professorship 
of, instituted, 328 ; how Professor 
of, to be afterwards elected, 32 'J, 
423, 425,435, 

Hog, William, merchant, burgess of 



Edinburgh, 213; College Trea- 
surer, 402, 430,431, 434. 

Hog, Mr. William, a candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Humanity, 72. 

Hog, Mr. William, a candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Philosophy, 273. 

Home, Dr. trancis, appointed Profes- 
sor of Materia Medica, 438. 444. 

Home, Dr. James, son of the preceding, 
Professor of the Practice of Medi- 
cine, 43H. 

Hood, Mr. Humphrey, a candidate for 
Professorship of Humanity, ILL 

Hope, Alexander, son of Sir Thomas 
Hope, 24* 

Hope, Dr. John, elected Professor of 
I'm it any and Materia Medica, 429. 
431-436 ; resigns as Professor of 
Materia Medica, but retains Pro- 
fessorship of Hot any, 438. 

Hope, Sir John, 392. 

Hope, Sir Thomas, of Craighall, Lord 
Advocate, a great promoter of the 
prosperity of the College, 81, 24 ; 
King's Commissioner at General 
Assembly of 1643, 123 ; his legacy 
to the College, 322, 

Horsman, Mr. Oliver, obtains the de- 
gree of LL D., 31L 

Hour glass, 85* 

Humanity class, its institution, 9, 21, 
355, 356 ; fund for its support, 21, 
22, 27, 28,56, 355, 35& 3fi2;T>v 
wTiotu the Professor of, elected, 
28. 356 ; regulations as to what the 
Professor of, should teach, 28, 
376, 379 ; candidates for the chair 
of, to undergo a strict trial. 84, 85, 
94, 108, 126j 234, 235. 864-86$ ; 

f>roposal by Town-Council to abo- 
ish it, 174 ; this proposal not agreed 
to by College of Justice, 176, 361 ; 
students of, when first matriculated, 
369; discipline of, 379 ; Buchan- 
an's Psalms taught in, 379 ; no- 
tices of Professors of, 355-371. 
Hume. See Home. 
Hume, or Home, Mr. Alexander, 
Rector of the High School, his 
resignation, 53, 352 ; his verses on 
Principal Bollock referred to, 373. 
Hume, Mr. David, his verses on Prin- 
cipal Rollock referred to, 313. 
Hume, David, the historian, a candi- 
date for Professorship of Moral 
Philosophy, 41i, 425, 
Hume, Patrick, of Polwarth, 7JL 
Hume, Sir Patrick, 228. 
Hume, Mr. Robert, a candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Humanity, 364, 36. r >. 
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Hunt, Dr., Professor of Hebrew at Uni- 
versity of Oxford, 422, 
Hunter (Honter), John, Cosmography 

of, 37 ft. 

Hunter, Dr. Andrew, elected Professor 

of Divinity, 424. 
Hunter, Mr. Robert, elected Professor 

of Greek, 370, 400, 412, 413 ; 

petitions Town-Council for a col 

league, 441-443, 456, 
Hutchesun, Dr. Francis, declines pre- 
sentation to Professorship of Moral 

Philosophy, 413. 
Hutcheson, Mr. George, a candidate for 

Professorahip of Philosophy, 23.L 
Hutcheson, Nicol, a prebendary of the 

Kirk of Field, 2. 
Huygens, Christian, :i 1". 

Innes, Db. John, 394, 396, 3M; ap- 
pointed Professor of Medicine and 
Chemistry, 416, 417; hisdeath, 41fc. 

Innes, John, appointed Janitor of the 
College, 433. 

Interest, rato of, during the reign of 
James VI., 2fi» 

James VI.; his education, 5j grants a 
charter for founding the College 
of Edinburgh, 6 ; taction which 
gained an ascendency over him, 
14 ; his gift to the College, 15j 
his marriage, 23; his commen- 
dation of Presbyterian doctrine 
and discipline, ib. ; his lenity to 
tho Popish Lords, 25; aims at 
restoring Episcopacy, 26, Zfi; 
his Hasilicon Doron, 40 ; suc- 
ceeds to the English throne, 42 ; 
his marks of favour for tho College, 
43 ; visits Scotland, 63, 64 ; dispu- 
tation held by the Professors of the 
College in his presence at Stirling 
Castle, f>4-70 ; nis progress through 
Scotland, 05; his learning, 67*62; 
specimens of his witticism, £Z; 
his character as a. writer, 3LQ ; his 
letter to the Towu-Couneil as to the 
College, 70j his death, 80, 100, 162. 

James, Duko of York, '211 ; succeeds to 
the throne, 215. 216 : suspicions 
of his designs as to the I diver- 
sities, 218 ; grants a signature of 
confirmation to University of Edin- 
burgh, 224j his abdication, 2-24,227. 

Jameson, Mr. Edward, 2 2 8. 

Janitor of the College, Duties of, 109,384. 

Joukin's Mortification to the College, 
420. 



Johnston, Archibald, afterwards L*-. 
Warriston, Clerk of General As- 
sembly at Glasgow in 163*. lis 
118 ; one of the deputies seat u 
Charles L nt Oxford. 123 ; depcr* 
to Assembly of Divines at W-*; 
minster, 124 ; opposed to the En- 
gagement, 146: bis mortitkans 
to the College, 419. 

Johnston, Archibald ; his legacy to db- 
College, 72, 382. 

Johnston, John, brother to Laird A 
Elphinston, elected Rector of & 
University, 333. 

Johnston, Mr. John, Librarian, 183. 

Johnston, Sir Patrick, Provost of Edin- 
burgh, Theses dedicated to, ML 

Johnston, Robert, LL.D.; his leg^v : 
the College, 116, 117^ 12jL &l 
406, 414, 420, 42X 

Johnston, Samuel, 72^ 389. 

Johnston, William, Treasurer, 1S3 . 
Sir William, 316. 

Jollie, Mr. George, College Treasurer. 
13JL 

Jossie, John, College Treasurer, Ilj. 
127, 128, 174, 183. 361, 391. 391 

Justice, William, his legacy to the Col- 
lege, 22, 

Rames, Lord (Henry Home), il5. 

Keith, James, of Edrnonsum, contri- 
butes for buildings of the CoJk^e, 
102. 

Keith, Mr. William, elected Pn ft 
of Divinity, 121 ; swears the v*th 
of allegiance and supremacy, 
201, 353 ; his death, 206, 334 

Kellie, (Jasper, a candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Humanity, 367. 

Kennedy, Mr. David, a candidate for 
Professorship of Humanitv, 126. 

Kennedy, David, a writer in Edin- 
burgh, 303, 

Kennedy, Mr. David, Advocate, a can- 
didate for Professorship of Uni- 
versal Civil History, 426. 

Kennedy, Mr. Herbert, elected Profes- 
sor of Philosophv, 214, 216. 217, 
223. 225 227, 235-237. 246. 248, 
250. 258-260, 2C2, 264 ; his death, 
200,261, 

Kennedy, Mr. Hugh, 22fL 

Kennedy, Mr. James, a candidate for 
Professorship of Philosophy, 234. 

Kennedy, Sir Thomas, Provost of Edin- 
burgh, Theses dedicated to, 212, 

223. 

Ker, Mr. Andrew, 15J ; Judge, 1S4.^L 
Ker, Mr. James, 5fl; elected Regent 
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in St. Leonard's College, St. An- 
drews, 60. 
K.er, Mr. John, elected Professor of 
ITumanity, 369, 404^ 405; Lis 
death, 370, 409, 

Ker, Robert, Lord Ncwbattle, after- 
wards Earl of Lothian, 2JL 

Ker, Williani, eldest son of Robert Lord 
Roxburgh, 52. (See Corrections.) 

Kilsyth, Victory of Montrose over the 
Covenanters at, 133. 

Kincaid, Mr. Alexander, Bookseller, 

Kincaid, Mary, 182. 

Kincaid, Thomas, 174, 371. 

King, Mr. Williani, elected Regent of 
Philosophy, 55^ 66, 58^ 61, 63, 66, 
67^ 68, 7L 73j his salary in- 
creased, 74_, 75, 79, 80, 84, 9Jj 
becomes minister of Cramond, 
96. 

Kinloss, Abbot of (Reid), 2, 
Kirk of Field, and Provost and Pre- 
bendaries of, 2, 3, 4, 7, 16, 20, 56. 
Kirkaldy, Session of College held at, 158. 
Kirkpatrick, Mr. William, Professor of 

Public Law, and Law of Nature 

and Nations, 406. 
Kirkton, Mr. James, 22ft. 
Kirk wood, Mr. James, candidate for 

Professorship of Humanity, 367. 
Kniland, Mr. John, elected Librarian, 

178. 101. 34iL 
Knox, Mr. James, elected Regent of 

Philosophy, 40, 41j 52 ; becomes 

minister of Kelso, 53. 

Laoy Yestek's Church, Professors and 
Students to be accommodated with 
Seats in, 330. 

Laing, James, merchant, College Trea- 
surer, 316. 

Lanark, William, Earl of, concerned in 
the Engagement, 146. 

LandellB, Mr. George, a canuidate for 
Professorship of Humanity, 367. 

Latin lungnage, Importance of the know- 
ledge of, in the 15th and 16th cen- 
turies, 44^ 45 ; Scotch pronuncia- 
tion of, G9. ; method of studying 
and teaching, 221, 376; students 
to converse in, 27JL 288, 386. 

Laud, Dr. William, Archbishop, 92, 98, 
103. 167. 

Lauder, John, Treasurer of tho College, 

183 393. 
UuderTMr. William, 405. 
Lau'lcrdale, John, Duke of, concerned 

in tho Engagement, 146, 203j 207. 

See Maiuand, Jjord John. 



Laurie, Gilbert, College Treasurer, 426- 
42& 

Laurie, Mr. Robert, one of the minis- 
ters of Edinburgh, 1 39. 

Law, late in being taught in the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh, 9; fund for 
Professorship of, 21^ 22j 27^ 354. 

Law, Civil, Professorship ^ instituted, 
308, 402, 426. 

Law, Public, and tho Law of Nature 
and Nations, Professorship of, in- 
stituted, 294, 295 ; salary of, the 
largest in College of Edinburgh, 
824; salary provided for, 328; how 
professor of, to be afterwards elect- 
ed, 329, 406, 434. 

Law, Scots, Professorship of, erected, 
328 ; salary provided for, xb. ; how 
professor of, to be in future elected, 
329. 407, 435. 

Law, Mr. John, a candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Humanity, 364. 

Law, Mr. John, one of the ministers of 
Edinburgh, 234. 

Law, Mr. Robert, elected Professor of 
Greek, 408 ; his death, ib. 

Law, Mr. William, a candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Philosophy, 234 ; 
elected, 234-237, 246, 248, 250, 
253. 256-260, 262, 264, 267, 270, 
273, 274, 277, 278, 280, 285, 287, 
290, 291. 293. 294. 297. 298: be- 
comes Professor of Moral Philo- 
sophy, 300 306, 315, 329, 395, 398, 
408. 

Lawson, Mr. James, minister of Edin- 
burgh, active in founding the Col- 
lege, 3, 4j 345 ; his banishment and 
death, 14, 15, 345, 453-455. 

Lawson, James, 1S3. 

Lawtie, John, Apothecary, his legacy 
to the College, 77, 389. 

Learning, State of, in dark ages, 44* 

Leeds, Edward, created LL.l)., 311. 

Lees, Mr. John, a candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Logic and Metaphy- 
sics, 400. 

Leighton, Alexander, M.D., his suffer- 
ings, 166, I6iL 

Leighton, Mr. Robert, minister of New- 
battle, 16J ; elected Principal of 
the College, 166- 173, 176. 331 ; 
obtains a gift from Cromwell to the 
College, 181. 183 ; becomes Bishop 
of Pumblanc, 186, 187, 190; his 
mortification to the College, 316, 
353,414. 

Lennox, EKrae, Duke of, LL 

Leslie, Alexander, Writer to the Signet, 
181, 
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Leslie, General David, commands the 
army of the Covenanters against 
the forces of Charles Li 110, 116; 
routs Montrose at Philiphaugh, 
L3_3_; is defeated by Cromwell at 
Dunbar, l.">8. 

Lewis, Captain Ninian, 440. 

Lewis, Rooert, M.D., Edinburgh, 440. 

librarian, Salary of, 1112 ; fees of, from 
graduates at graduation, 283, 291, 
dill ; bin first appointment to attend 
at stated hours, 347 ; notices of 
Librarians, 345-354. 

Library, New Public Hall for, 62, 63, 
74, 75 ; increase of, 89, LQJ. ; new 
library to be built, 122, 128, 135. ; 
contributions to be made by stu- 
dents to, 172, 191 ; Librarian 
ordered to make two catalogues of, 
178. 191, 192. 284, 411j laws of, 
HA 1 353, 395, 415 j masters to sub- 
scribe thelawB of, 290, 301, 345. ; 
new library to be made by raiuing 
the then existing library walls, 
423. 426. 429 ; condition on which 
the corporation of surgeons were 
admitted to borrow books from, 

433. ; •• I 

Library, Theological, foundation of, 218. 
Lidderdnle, Mr. Robert, elected Regent 

of PhiloBophv, 211, 212^ 214, 210j 

his death, 217^ 2 IS. 
Lightbody 's mortification to the College, 

Lind, Dr. James, 444. 
Lindsay, Agnes, 3. 

Lindsay, Alexander, Widow of, her gift 

to the College, all 
Lindsay, Patrick, Hailie, 326. 
Lindsay, Mr. David, minister, 34, 
Lindsay, Mr. David, of Aberdeen, 149. 

150. 

Lindsay, Mr. David, Bishop of Edin- 
burgh, H14. 

Lindsay, of llvres, Lord, his liberality 
to the College, 57_, 388. 

Linlithgow, Session of the College held 
at, 348. 

Linn (Lind), Hugh, College Treasurer, 
25ii ; Bailie, 2B4. 

Lithgow, Gideon, elected printer to the 
College, 146, 

Little, Clement, active in founding the 
College, 3, 4. ; his donation of books 
to the College, 15, 17, 135, 345, 
346, 348, 452.455. 

Little, William, brother of the preced- 
ing, active in founding the College, 
4_; elected Provost, 17, 38, 135, 
348, 393, 4S2.45JL 



Liturgy. See Canons. Service 22»«i 
Jiivingstone, Henry, of Westqnartex, > 
Livingstone, Mr. John, 106. 
Livingstone, Mary, mother of Priabf* 

Bollock, 30. 
Livingston, William, of Park-hall. 4A: 
Lockhart, Sir George, 218. 
Lockhart, Robert, 322 
Logic, 220. 251, 377 ; separate pr 

fessorship for, M H> ; profo— era >- 

800, 400,444. 
Logic, Mr. James, Advocate, 1* '. 

34X 

Logic, Mr. Kenneth, elected Lil»rahi 
101. 115. 347 ; becomes mini*-' 
of Skirling, 119, 347, 351, 

Lorn, Lord, 194, 266. 

Lothian, Earl of, 73, 228. S*e Kf. 
Robert. 

Loudoun, Lord, 115, 118; sent to Char*!' 

L at Oxford, 1 23. ; concerned ia tbf 

Engagement, 146. 
Lumisden, Mr. Charles, 12 ; elected fic 

gent, 18 ; resigns and become* 

minister of Duddingstca, 18, 2ll 



Matekia Medk a, 6rst erection of 1 
separate professorship for, 438. 

M 'Caul's mortification to the College 
440 

MTarlane, Ralph, preferred to bursar 

of Divinity, 414. 
M'Gowan, Mr. James, elected Profess ar 

of Humanity, 176; demits, L& 

184, 361. 362. 
Mackall, David, his legacy to the CoJ- 

lege, in, m 
Mackav, Mr. John, bursar of Diviain 

420. 

Mackenzie, Sir James, Clerk of H* 

Majesty's Exchequer, 29£L 
Mackenzie, Mr. John, Deputy-Keeper 

of the Signet, 447. 
Mackenzie, Mr. Kenneth, Professor A 

Civil I^aw, demits, 426. 
Mackie, Mr. Charles, elected Professor 

of Universal Civil History, 323, 

324, 329 ; obtains a colleague, 423- 

126 ; resigns tn toto, 43:>. 
M'Laurin, Mr. Colin, Professor of Ms 

thematics, 343, 395* 409. 410; kit 

death, 412, 
M'Lcllan, Andrew, Janitor, 311. 
M 'Lei lan, Mr. Robert, a candidate for 

Professoiship of Humanity, i&L 
M'Lurg, Sir James, his mortificatioe. 

415 

M 'Mi Han, Mr. Alexander, I>c{uitv 
Keeper of the Signet, 409. 
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d'Morran, John, his mortification to 
the College, ALL 

M'Murdo, Mr. Gilbert, Professor of 
Humanity, elected Professor of 
Philosophy, 208-210, 212; his 
death, 21L .%L 26& 

M 'Queen, Mr. Robert, Advocate, 4JJL 

Mnfcistrnnd Class, ILL 

Maitland, Sir John, Lord Thirlestane, 
Chancellor, ilL 

Maitland, John, Lord, one of the Scot- 
tish deputies to Assembly of Di- 
vines at Westminster, 124* 

Maitland, Mr. William, gift from Town- 
Council to, to assist in publishing 
his History of Edinburgh, 422. 
Majoribnnks, John, Bailie, 183, 391. 
Malignants, 1 

Manderston, Andrew, bursar of Philo- 
sophy, A2L. 

Manderston, Patrick (or Robert), College 
Treasurer, 402, 408. 

Mar, Countess of. See Stewart, Mary. 

Marshall, James, Janitor of the College, 
138. 

Marshall, Mr. Stephen, L24. 

Mary, Queen of Scots, her marriage 
with the dauphin of France, 345 ; 
her liberality to the city of Edin- 
burgh, fi ; her death, UL. 

Mary, daughter of James VII., proclaim- 
ed Queen of England, 225, 221. 

Massie, Mr. Andrew, elected Professor 
of Philosophy. 209, 2J0, 212, 214, 
216. 218. 223, 225, 226, 235238. 
244, 246, 248, 250, 2M; deprived, 
2 •"''.> ; re poned by the Court of Ses- 
sion, 264, 266, 267, 270, 273, 274, 
277. 278. 280; his resignation, 
285, 

Mason, John, merchant, his legacy to 

the College, 77, Ml 
Master of Arts, Degree of, l_lj the only 
degree conferred by the College of 
Edinburgh for many years, 50, 13J. ; 
the taking of, becomes more irre- 
gular, 305. 

Mathematics, Appointment of one of the 
Regents to he Professor of, 336, 
337, 199, 221 ; appointment of a 
separate Professor of, 204. 339 ; 
salary of Professor of, second largest 
in the College, 324, 344 ; notices 
of Professors of, 33i'»-344. 

Maxwell, John, afterwards Bishop of 
Ross 92. 

Mead, Dr. Richard, 317. 

Medicine, late in being taught in Col- 
lege of Edinburgh, Q ; attempts to 
found a medical school, 215 ; three 



Professors of Medicine appointed, 
ib. 

Medicine, Chair of Institutes of, founded, 

394. 416, 417, 436, 443, 445, 448. 
Medicine, Chair of Practice of, insti- 
tuted, 394, 416, 436, 443. 

Meldrum, Mr. George, minister of Edin- 
burgh, 22Q; elected Professor of 
Divinity, 277, 280, 289, 295, 298, 
335 ; his death, 304, 321L 

Melrose, Thomas, Earl of, 8JL 

Melville, Mr. Andrew, his verses on 
Principal Rollock referred to, 375. 

Melville, Charles, obtains the degree of 
M.D., 312. 

Melville, George, Earl of, King Wil- 
liam's Commissioner to the Scot- 
tish Parliament, 22i 

Menteith, Mr. Robert, a candidate for 
Professorship of Divinity, 92, 93* 

Menzics, Mr. John, elected Professor of 
Divinity, 33JL 

Mersington, Lord (Sir Alexander Swin- 
ton), 228. 

Mestcrtoun, James, 390. 

Metaphysics, Professorship of, long dor- 
mant, 88, 220, 25_L See I.ogic. 

Middleton, Mr. Alexander, a Professor 
in Aberdeen College, 2QL 

Middleton, Dr. George, Principal of 
King's College, Aberdeen, 238, 
241, 248. 

Middleton, John, Earl of, 186. 

Midwifery, Professorship of, founded, 

395. * 408. 422, 

Mien, Mr. John, appointed Librarian, 

172. 173, 177, 3J1L 
Miller, Thomas, Lord Justice-Clerk, 

Milne, Mr. John, goldsmith, 173. 
Milne, John, King's master mason, 183, 
192, 3113, 

Milne, John, preferred to bursary of 
Philosophy, 414. 

Ministers of Edinburgh. See Edin- 
burgh, MinUtera of. 

Minto, Lord (Elliot), 409. 

Mitchel, Dr. David, Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians, Edinburgh, 

Mitchell, of Mitchill's mortification to 

the College, 44Q. 
Moir, Mr. John, Professor of Civil Law, 

King's College, Aberdeen, 23S. 
Moncrieff, Mr. John, one of the ministers 

of Edinburgh, 28iL 
Monk, General, 165 ; proclaims Richard 

Cromwell Protector in Scotland, 

183, ISA 

Monro, Dr. Alexander, elected Priuci- 
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pal of the College, 216, 2_17, 223, 
826. 227. 331 ; deprived by ConT- 
million of Visitation, 229-230. 

232. 

Monro, Dr. Alexander, Primtu, Professor 
of Anatomy, 343 ; obtains a theatre 
in College for public dissections, 
395, 406. 410, 421 ; obtains his son 
as his colleague, 425 ; obtains a 
new Commission, 422 ; his petition 
for a new theatre, 434.* 

Monro, Alexander, Securulu*, 425 ; ob- 
tains a new Commission, 427 ; 
again obtains a uew Commission 
appointing him Professor of Medi- 
cine, Anatomy, and Surgery, 4.">o. 

Monro, Alexander, Tertitu, -12 '). 

Monro, Mr. Andrew, elected Librarian, 
1 19: his death, 134, 347, 34k 

Monro, Mr. David, elected Regent, 52, 
.")."> ; resigns, 54x 55* 

Monro, John, burgess of Edinburgh, 
347. 

Montrose, Marquis of, his exploits, 129. 
133 ; routed at Philinhaugh, 33. 

Moral Philosophy, Professorship of, 
when formed into a separate chair, 
300 ; Professors of, 300, 39JL 403^ 
413. 425. 433. 446. See Ethic*. 

Moray, Alexander, Earl of, 208. 

More, Mr. William, 149, lalL 

Mori son, Mr. Alexander, afterwards 
I/ord Prestongrange, 82; elected 
Rector of the College, 90, 91, 333* 

Mortcloths, Public, of Edinburgh, pro- 
fits arising from, to be applied for 
increasing salaries of the l*rofes- 
sors, 58. 

Morton, James, Earl of, Regent, 4,5, 14. 

Moselcy, Edward, one ot Cromwell's 
JudgCM in Scotland, 165, 184, 3li2* 

Moubrav, Mr. John, obtains the degree 
of M.D., 23JL 

Mowat, Mr. Gilbert, 393. 

Muir, James, his donation to the Col- 
lege, 

Muir, Tin Unas, his legacy to the Col- 
lege, 32& 

Muirhead, William, a bursar, 29. 

Murdoeh, Mr. John, French teacher, 
■HAL 

Mure, Sir Thomas, Provost of Edin- 
burgh, Theses dedicated to, 244. 
Murrav, Sir Alexander, of Stanhope, 

Murray, James, contributes for build- 
ings of the College, 128. 

Murray, James, his mortification to the 
College, 'ML 

Murray, Robert, 393. 



Museum, Old Library to be fitted op 

for, 434. 

Naihnk, Mr. Duncan, Regent, 12, 16_; 
subscribes the National Covenant, 
12 ; his death, IB. 

Nairne, Mr. James, appointed Librarian, 
164. 170. 172. 349; his mortifica- 
tion to the College, 316* 444, 

Nasmyth, Sir Michael, of Poeso, 78. 

Natural History, Professorship of, insti- 
tuted, 441L 

Natural Philosophy, when Professorship 
of, became a separate chair, 34 w) ; 
apparatus provided for class of, 304, 
415 ; Professors of, 300, 410, 428. 
433,446a 

Neil, Patrick, printer, 434. 

N'evay, Mr. Davit], 150. 154. 

Nevoy, Sir David, of Reidy. 303. 

Newbattle, I<ord, 23. See Ktr, Robert. 

Newburn, defeat of Charles L by tbe 
Scots at, LUL 

Newton, Mr. Adam, Professor of Law, 
delivers lectures on Humanity, 22, 
355. 

Newton, Mr. Archibald, a candidate for 
Professorship of Humanity, 99, 
259.; afterwards minister at Liber- 
ton, 92. 

Newton, Sir Isaac, 54 ; his theory of 
tbe tides animadverted upon, 263 : 
his doctrine of the equatorial dia- 
meter of the earth compared with 
the polar, animadverted upon, 2t>3. 
339. 340. 342. 343; recommends 
Mr. Colin M'I,aurin to Mathemati- 
cal chair of Edinburgh College, 395. 

Nicol, or Nicolson, John, elected Janitor 
of the College, 176; deposed by 
Town-Council, 2liiL 

Nicolson, Mr. John, 55. 

Nimmo, James, Bailie, 396. 

Nimmo, William, bursar of philosophv, 
421L 

Nisbet, Alexander, 362. 
Nisbet, Mr. John, Advocate, 184. 362. 
Nisl>et, John, College Treaaurer, 427. 
Nisbet, Sir William, of Dean, Provost, 

his donation to the College, TjL 75, 

£<9_. 

Nobles, exiled by James VI., 14 ; re- 
stored, liL 
Nye, Mr. Philip, 124. 

Oath of allegiance and supremacy, 
under Charles II., Principal and 
Proft'ssor* of the College of Edin- 
burgh required to take, I'M, 195. 

Oath of allegiance to King William and 
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Queen Mary to be taken by all Pro- 
fessors in Colleges, 22jL 
l t lis subscribed by Students at their 
graduation, 101. 

r- at ions, to be delivered at the College, 
221. 222. 2IiL 

>»\vnlcl, Mr. George, obtains the degree 
of M.D.. 327. 

»tto, Julius Conrad us, appointed Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew, 121, 156, 170; 
his resignation or death, 175. 

I>3cforJ, Magdalene College, arbitrary 
attempt on, by James VII., 21s. 



1"\a.ktee, Mr. Patrick, a candidate for 
Professorship of Philosophy, 81-83 ; 
afterwards Professor of Divinity at 
St. Andrews, 83. 

Parliament, held at Linlithgow, lfi; 
ministers to be represented in, 2£; 
held in 1617, 61 ; the Black Par- 
liament in 1618, 75, lfi ; Parlia- 
ment held in 1633, 96, 98; in 
1640, 115: in 1641, 119: conces- 
sions made by Charles L to the 
Presbyterians in this Parliament, 
120. 

Paterson, Mr. John, Bishop of Edin- 
burgh, becomes Chancellor of the 
University, 216. 
Paterson, Mr Robert, Principal of 
Marischal College, Aberdeen, 248. 
Paterson, Mr. William, elected Profes- 
sor of Philosophy, 11)6, 200, 204- 
21i&; made Clerk to the Privy 
Council, 209. 

Peacock, Mr. George, Regent, Maris- 
chal College, Aberdeen, 24fL 

Peirson, Mr. Alexander, Advocate, 8_2_. 

Penman, John, Bailie ; his mortification 
to the College, 249, 316. 

Perth Articles, 76,, 9_M ; abolished by 
the General Assembly of 1638, 
100. 

Perth, James, Earl of, Chancellor, 21b. ; 

a Roman Catholic, 217. 
Petrie, Andrew, preferred to bursary of 

Philosophy, 414, 419. 
Petrie, Mr. Robert, minister of Canno- 

bv, 419. 

Philipliaugh, Defeat of Marquis of Mon- 
trose at, 133. 

Philosophy, Teaching of, 143. 

Philosophy, Moral. Sec Moral Philo- 
sophy. 

Philosophy, Natural. Sco Natural Phi- 
losophy. 
Physics, 251,259, 3Z& 
Piggot, Margaret, relict of Mr. Juhn 



Goodall, Professor of Hebrew, 322, 
402. 

Pillans, Mr. James, elected Professor of 
Humanity, 126, l&L 156, IfiQ ; 
elected Professor of Philosophy, 
161, 360, 169, 170, 173, 175, 177. 
jgSdSSi 187, 1M 196. 200, 203- 
209. 353, 361 ; resigns, 21L 

Pitcairne, Archibald, Professor of Medi- 
cine in the College, 215* 

Pitliver, Laird of, 22iL 

Plague, 16, 17, 42, 53-56, 80, 130, 132- 
134, 348. 

Playfair, Dr. John, Professor of Mathe- 
matics, 343, 344. 

Plummer, Dr. Andrew, 393, 394, 398, 
407, 410 ; elected Professor of 
Medicine and Chemistry, 416, 417 ; 
his death, 426, 427. 

Pneumatologia, 2IlL 

Poetry, Latin, 65. 

Pont, Mr. Robert, minister of West 
Church, Edinburgh ; his verses on 
Principal Bollock referred to, 373. 

Pope, The, Bull of, necessary before the 
Reformation for the erection of a 
College, 5, 8; students burn the 
Pope in effigy, Z1SL 

Popery, 104, UiL 

Porphyry, 41 ; Isagoge of, 377, 222, 

Porter, William, merchant ; hiB legacy 
to the College, 132, 

Porter of the College, 11)2, 

Porterfield, Dr. William, elected Pro- 
fessor of the Institutes and Prac- 
tice of Medicine, 394. 

Prelacy. See Episcopacy. 

Prelates, Scottish, 1 03. 

Presbyterian Government, established, 
23, 21 ; tumult at Edinburgh well- 
nigh fatal to, 25_ ; designs of James 
VI. to subvert, 2]^ 

Presbyteries to send bursars of Divinity 
to the University, 240., 

Preston, Charles, Doctor of Medicine, 

m 

Preston, Mr. George, apothecary, elected 
Professor of Botany and master of 
the Phvsic Gardens, 309, 3I& 394, 
407. 

Preston, The Pretender's army surren- 
der at, 314. 

Pretender, lands in Scotland, 315. 

Prince, Sir Magnus, Provost, Theses 
dedicated to, 221. 

Pringle, James, of Torwoodlee; his mor- 
tification to the College, 317. 

Pringle, John, M.D., elected Professor 
of Ethics, 403, 406, 412 ; his re- 
signation, 412. 
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Pringle, Mr. John, elected Professor of 
Universal Civil History, 435* 

Protesters. See Resolutioners and Re- 
mnnstranU. 

Provisions, Dearth of, 24. 

Pyot, Mr. Alexander, minister of Dun- 
bar, 421. 

Pyot, John Graham, son of the preced- 
ing, bursar of Philosophy, 42 1 , 

Queexsberry, Marquis of, 214 ; Duke 

of, 216,226* 
Quincy, John, receives the degree of 

M.D., an. 

Rae, Mr. David, advocate, 447. 
Hadose, Weneslaus, a Polish bursar, 
404. 

Uaith, Melville, Lord, 228. 

Ramsay, Mr. Andrew, one of the mini- 
sters of Edinburgh, elected Profes- 
sor of Divinity, and also Lord Rec- 
tor of the University, Z4 ; resigns 
both offices, 89, 93 ; refuses to in- 
timate the royal mandate as to the 
Service- Book, 1D4 ; promotes the 
renovation of the National Cove- 
nant, 106. 107. 115; again elected 
Rector, 1 3d- 142 ; re-elected Rec- 
tor, 145, 333, 334 ; sunpended and 
deposed by General Assembly for 
favouring the Engagement, 148. 

Ramsay, Sir Andrew, Provost of Edin- 
burgh, 192, 196, 200. 

Ramsay, Sir Andrew, junior, 200. 

Ramsav, Sir Andrew ; his mortification 
to the College, 403, 420, 421* 

Ramsay, Dr. Robert, appointed Profes- 
sor of Natural History, 440, 448. 

Ramsay, Mr. William, College Trea- 
surer, 431. 

Ramus, Peter, his Dialectics, 31, 47j 
48, SIfi. 

Ranken, Mr. Robert, elected Professor 
of Philosophy, 82 84, 89-91. 95, 96, 
loo 102 ; opposed to the renova- 
tion of the National Covenant, 106 ; 
deprived for refusing to take the 
Covenant, 106-108, lnJL 

Ray, Mr. John, elected Professor of 
Humanity, 28, 29, 4^ 356, 35_L 
:;.")!> ; becomes Rector of the Hitrh 
School, 53, 54 ; his death, 93, 3M; 
his verses on Principal Rollock re- 
ferred to, 323. 

Rebellion of 1715.314. 3UL 

Regents, 1Q ; elected by comparative 
trial, 1^2^40,42^52^5^59,7^ 
81, 82, 107, 233, 23^ 864 ! 



fund provided by Court of 
for salaries of, 27, 388; thar <~ | 
ries incre*sed, 138. ; Act <£ Gt 
mission of Visitation as to ii« 
mission, 232. 232 ; duties << at 
383. 

Reid, Mr. James, elected Regei: 
Philosophy, 42, 52-59. 62-7 1] 
Professor of Aletapbrsica, 14. ~ 
79. 84-86 ; dispute between ^ 
and Mr. Struthers, one of ibr z- 
nisters of iCdin burgh, 66-8? , . 
prived by the Town-CoooctL Si 
donation to him from the T?«*- 
Council, ib. 

Reid, Mr. James of PitJeithv. L5& 

Reid, Robert, Bishop of Orkney ; fe 
legacy for founding a Collep : 
Edinburgh, 2 ; his death, 24*. 

Reid, William, Bailie, 1£3» 

Resolutioners and Remonstrants, 15*. 

Revolution of 1688, 22h* 

Rhetoric, Professorship of, institareu bj 
Town-Council, 428 ; endowed tr 
the Crown, 4JLL 

Richardson, Margaret ; ber donation k 
the College, !2iL 

Richelieu, Cardinal, 95- 

Richiesone, Isobel ; her legacy to 
College, 393. 

Rig, Mr. William ; his donation to t* 
College, 75, 332, 

Rippon, Treaty of, 1 18. 

Ritchie, Mr. James, Writer, 212. 

Robertson, Barbara ; her donation w 
the College, 7j» 389. 

Robertson, Mr. Uliarles, a hurstr m 
Divinity, 419, 

Robertson, Elizabeth, wife of Mr._»fl- 
liam Struthcrs, one of the miuitttn 
of Edinburgh, 122* 

Robertson, Mr. Francis, minister * 
Clyne, 419, 

Robertson, Mr. George, elected Repeal 
of Philosophy, 24, 25, 21;, become, 
one of the ministers of Ediobcn/fl, 
2fi ; did not long survive that ap- 
pointment, 28, 29, Ifil ; his life » f 
Principal Rollock, 313, 

Robertson, Sir J ames, of Bedley, 363- 

Robt'rtson, Mr. James, elected Prof*** 
of Hebrew, 422 ; chosen Libraw*, 
431, 434; his diligence in prepay 
ing an Alphabetical Catalogue « 
the Library, 438, 439, 41Li£ 

4fi& t . 

Robertson, Dr. William, elected 1™ 
cipal, 80, 332, 429 431, 431, » 
petition to the Town Council f* 
additional College accommoda- 
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tion, 435, 438, m 4 41-443, 448, 
45 1 . 

obi son. Dr. John, elected Professor of 
Natural Philosophy, 445 ; requested 
to ftive in to Town-Council a list 
of instruments needed for making 
experiments, 449, 450. 
lollanu, Katharine, 178. 
{olio, Lord, 30, 
tollock, David, of Powhouse, 30. 
tollock, Mr. Henry, one of the ministers 
of Edinburgh, 23 ; refuses to inti- 
mate from the pulpit the royal 
mandate as to the Service Book, 
1 04 ; promotes the renovation of 
the National Covenant, 106, 107, 
115. LLL 
Kollock, Mr. Hercules; his verses on 
Principal Rollock referred to, 373. 
Rollock, Jean, daughter of Principal 

Rollock, 3JL 
Rollock, Mr. Robert, appointed Regent 
in the College, 12, 15j sub- 
scribes the National Covenant, 12 ; 
elected Principal, 18. ; made Pro- 
fessor of Divinity, 1^ 21, 331, 334, 
455; intercedes with James VI. 
for the ministers of Edinburgh, 26, 
27 ; his death and character, 30- 
3JJ ; respect shown to his memory, 
89. 373. 374; annuity granted by 
Town-Council to his widow, 32; 
and portion also granted to his 
daughter, ib., 100, 346, 
Ross, Mr. Andrew, elected Professor of 
Humanity, 192; elected Regent of 
Philosophy, 193-195; his death, 
195. 196.*367. 
Ross, Mr. John, a candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Philosophy, 234* 
Rothes, John, Earl of, 118. 
Rothes, John, Earl, afterwards Duke 
of, 190. 

Roughcad, Jnmes, Treasurer of the 

City of Edinburgh, 352. 
Row, Mr. John, elected Professor of 

Philosophy, 258, 259, 262, 2J& 

267, 270, 271 ; resigns, 272, 27JL 
Roxburgh, Robert, Lord. See iTer, 

WiUiam. 

Ruddiman, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. James 
Davidson, resign as Printers to the 
College, 424. 

Rule, Mr. Alexander, elected Professor 
of Hebrew, 249, 250, 213 ; resigns, 
277, 293, 

Role, Archibald, Bailie, 302. 

Rule, Gilbert, Dr., 228j elected Prin- 
cipal, 232, 233, 235, 332 ; his pub- 
lic inaugural oration, 236, 238. 



241, 218,249,213; his death, 284. 
287, 298. 320. 

Russell, Mr. James, appointed Professor 
of Natural Philosophy, 433, 43 1, 
441 , 442 ; his death, 4441 

Russell, Mr. James, son of the preced- 
ing, Professor of Clinical Surgery, 
433. 

Rutherford, Dr. John, 394, 396, 399- 
4i>7, 410 ; appointed Professor of 
the Theory and Practice of Medi- 
cine, H& 417, 43fi. 

Rutherford, Mr. Robert, bursar of Divi- 
nity, 415. 

Rutherford, Mr. Samuel, elected Pro 
fessor of Humanity, 79 ; resigns, 
84, 358, 359; donation to him 
from Town-Council, 85; one of 
the Scottish deputies to Assembly 
of Divines at Westminster, 124, 
149. 150. 334. 

Rutherford, Dr. Daniel, a candidate for 
Professorship of Institutes of Medi- 
cine, 443. 

Ruthven, Alexander, brother to the 

Earl of Gowrie, 373-375. 
Ruthven, David, Lord, 22s, 
Ruthven, The Raid of, LL 
Rynd, William, tutor to Lord Gowrie, 

24, 

Sacrodosco, John de, The Sphere of, 
328, 

Sandilands, Mark, Bailie, 409. 

Sandilands, Mr. Robert, one of the 
ministers of Edinburgh, 2fiQ. 

SandilandB, Robert, Dean of Guild, 363, 

Sands, Mr. Patrick, 19, 20j elected Re- 
gent of Philosophy, 2 1 -25 ; accom- 
panies Lorfl Nowbattle on his tra- 
vels, 27^ 65-67 ; elected Principal, 
73, 74, 82, 331. 

Sands, William, College Treasurer, 422. 

Scholastics, 220. 

Schoncr, Margaret. See Forret, Lady. 

Schools, Overtures for the advancement 
of learning in, passed into an Act 
by the General Assembly of 1645, 
130 ; Royal Commission for Visita- 
tion of, 218, 212 ; Act of Conven- 
tion of Estates appointing a Visi- 
tation of, 225, See Universities. 

Schultens, Joannes Jacobus, Professor 
of Oriental Languages at Leyden, 
422. 

Sclater, Andrew, 15. 

Scott, Mr. James, chemist; his arrears 
due to the College, 429, 

Scott, Mr. John ; his verses on Princi- 
pal Rollock referred to, 373. 
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Scott, Mr. Robert, elected Regent of 
Philosophy, 40-42 ; becomes one of 
the ministers of Glaagow, 42. 

Scott, William of Ely, Principal Rollock 
recommends the care of his funeral 
to, 28. 

Scott, Mr. William, elected Professor of 
Philosophy, 258, 26^ 262^ 264^ 
267. 273. 274, 277, 278-280, 283. 
285^287^ 290, 293, 294* 297, 298: 
becomes Professor of Greek, ffi hi, 
301. 303. 306. 307, 3111 319, 32 I, 
326=330, 4, 896 ; is elected Pro- 
fessor of Ethics, 398, 329 ; obtains 
a colleague, 403. 

Scott, Mr. William, junior, trial of his 
qualifications for Professorship of 
Greek, 398 ; is found qualified, 
399 ; his death, ib. 

Scougall, Mr. Patrick, elected Professor 
of Divinity, 189, 334 ; does not ac- 
cept, ib. 

Scrimger, Mr. Alexander, elected Re- 
gent, 18-20. ; removed for miscon- 
duct, 2_L 

Remi-Bcjau Class, 10. 

Service Hook, or Liturgy, to be imposed 
on the Church of Scotland, lull ; 
its character, 1D4 ; tumult at first 
reading of, in St. Giles's Church, 
Edinburgh, \04± 105. 

Seton, Sir Alexander, Lord Fyvic, after- 
wards Earl of Dunfermline, 37, 41^ 
■ r >.{. 

Seton, James, elected Janitor, 3X1 ; his 
death, 402. 

ShakHperc, William, £9. 

Sharp, James, Archbishop of St. 
Andrews, 1H9. 

Sharp, Mr. William, Keeper of tho 
Signet, 363. 

Sharpe, Dr. John, elected Professor of 
Divinity, 94, 95, 334: his salary 
augmented, 101 ; promotes the re- 
novation of the National Covenant, 
106. 115. 139: his death, IiA Ll>iL 

Shaw, Mr. Duncan, bursar of Divinity, 
420. 

Shaw, James, Porter of the College, 
S3* 

Shearers, Charles, of Dort, his dona- 
tion to the College, 61, 95, 388, 

Shearer, John, 9A 320* 
Sheroski, Gabriel liernia, a Polish stu- 
dent, 397. 

Sibbald, Sir Robert. Professor of Medi- 
cine in the College, 215 ; turns 
Papist, and afterwards recants, ib. 

Simpson, Alexander, Bailie, 3i«5. 



Simson, John, Professor of Divinity in 

College of Glasgow, 397. 
Simson, Mr. Patrick, Dean of Facultv. 

248. 

Simson, Thomas, Convener, 447. 
Simson, William, bursar of Philosophy, 

421L 

Sinclair, Dr. Andrew, Professor of 

medicine, 394! 396, 399^ 407, 416, 

113 ; his ill hcalthTUjL 
Sinclair, Mr. George, elected Regent of 

Philosophy, 192* 193: Professor of 

Mathematics, 204. 
Sinclair, Mr. George, advocate, 402. 
Sinclair, Mr. John, minister at Penny - 

cuick, 102. 
Sinclair, Mr. John, minister of Onni- 

ston, 232, 

Sinclair, Sir John, Dean of Guild, 352. 

Sinclair, Mr. Patrick, elected Professor 
of Hebrew, 232. 

Skene, Sir James, 111. 

Smellie, Alexander, schoolmaster in 
Lanark, 440. 

Smith, Mr. Hugh, elected Regent of 
Uumauitv, 1K4 : elected llegent of 
Philosophy, 188-190. 192. 353. 
362; his death, 193. 

Smith, Mr. James, one of the ministers 
of Edinburgh, elected Professor of 
Divinity, 4<>9 ; elected Principal, 
ib. ; his death, 406, 332^ 335, 

Smith, Sir John, Provost of Edin- 
burgh. 121L 

Smith, Mr. Robert, surgeon, elected 
Professor of Midwifery, 40H ; de- 
mits, 426. 

Somerville, Andrew, writer, Edinburgh, 

40-2. 

Somerville, Mr. Bartholomew, his dona- 
tion to the College, LLL 182* 390. 

Somerville, Peter, 111. 

Somerville, Mr. William, appointed 
Librarian, 19JL 194, 350. 

Spear, Thomas, ; hi* legacy to the 
College, 75^ 389* 

Speculative Society, 446. 

Speir, Mr. Thomas, elected Librarian, 
134. 135: his death, 136, 348. 
34jL 

Sponsio to be subscribed bv students, 
175, 212. 223. 222. "See EJim- 
fmrgh, StutUnts qf the Unirtnitf 

Spottiswood, John, "N\ riter to the Signvt, 

St. Andrews, Archbishop of, oppoacd 
to the establishment of a College in 
Edinburgh, LL 

St. Andrews, University of, 5 ; a method 
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of teaching given in by, 21M23 ; 
t-uii mad versions of, upon Special 
Physics, prepared by King's Col- 
lege, Aberdeen, for a uniform 
method of teaching, 262, 263; 
its X<ogic and Metaphysics to bo 
tanght in all the colleges^ 264, 

Clair, Dr. Andrew. See Sinclair, 

Dr. Andrew. 
Clair, Dr. Matthew, President of the 
Royal College of Physicians, Edin- 
burgh, sua. 
>tago Plays, Act of Town-Conncil of 
Edinburgh for suppression of, 411. 
Stair, Earl of, 112, 
Stair, Master of, 228* 
Stephen, John, Bailie, 43 >■ 
Stevenson, Mr. Andrew, elected interim 
Regent of Philosophy, 59, GQ; 
elected Professor of Humanity, 19 ; 
and Professor of Philosophy, 79, 
81. 84, 88, 91. 93, 96. 99, 101, 103, 
Un>, 1 11, 352, 358; becomes mini- 
ster of Dunbar, 111, 112. 
Stevenson, Mr. John, elected Librarian, 

177; his death, 178, 342. 
Stevenson, Mr. John, elected Professor 
of Logic and Metaphysics, 100 ; 
obtains a colleague, 444 ; his death, 
444, 45fi. 

Stewart, Mr. Alexander, one of the 
ministers of West Kirk, Edinburgh, 
45& 

Stewart, Mr. Charles, minister of Camp- 
beltown, 414. 

Stewart, Dugald, son of the preceding, 
preferred to bursary of Philosophy, 
414. 

Stewart, Mr. Dugald, minister of Rothe- 
say, 419. 

Stewart, Mr. Dugald, Professor of Ma- 
thematics, 843. Hfi; Professor of 
Moral Philosophy, 344, 446, 112 ; 
made a burgess of Edinburgh, 447, 
448, 450, 4.51. 

Stewart, Mr. George. See Stuart, Mr. 
Oeorge. 

Stewart, Captain James, LL 

Stewart, Sir James, of Kirkfield, Lord 
Provost, 157, IflS ; Lord Advocate, 
279-281, 392. 

Stewart, John, afterwards Earl of Tra- 
quair, 82. 

Stewart, Dr. John, elected Professor of 
Natural Philosophy, 410^ 423 ; his 
death, 12& 

Stewart, Margaret, her donation to the 
College, 80, 389. 

8l«wart, Mary, Countess of Mar, 392. 



Stewart, Dr. Matthew, Professor of Ma- 
thematics, 343, 418, 419, 123 ; ob- 
tains his son as his colleague, 446. 

Stewart, Mr. Robert, a candidate for 
Professorship of Philosophy, 234. 

Stewart, Mr. Robert, elected Professor 
of Philosophy, 285, 28L 290, 293. 
297. 298; becomes Professor of 
Natural Philosophy, 300, 301, 303, 
306. 307. 310-319, 325-330. 896, 
3 'J 9 ; obtains his son John as hi* 
assistant, 410. 

Stewart, Sir Thomas, ol Coltness, 285, 
410. 

Stewart, William, chosen Under-Janitor 

of the College, 43JL 
Stirling, Deacon, 233, 
Stobo, Alexander, his legacy to the 

College, 72^ 388. 
Stoneficld, Lord, 447. 
Strachan, Dr. John, elected Professor of 

Divinity, 213, 226 ; deprived by 

Commission of Visitation, 230 232. 

335. 

Strang, Mr. John, 141^ 142. 
Struthers, Mr. William, one of the 

ministers of Edinburgh, 86 88, 93 ; 

his donation to the College, 120, 

392. 42IL 

Stuart, Mr. George, Professor of Hu- 
manity, 370, 109; elected Librarian, 
115; has finished an alphabetical 
catalogue of books in College Lib- 
rary, 419-422, 426, 427. 430: de- 
mits the office of Librarian, 431, 
111 , 442 ; obtains a colleague, 447, 

Students, Engagement to be subscribed 
by, against tumultuous proceedings, 
236. 232 ; act of Privy Council for 
preventing tumults among, 246- 
249, 257 ; forbidden to play at dice, 
276 ; forbidden to enter taverns, 
211 ; duties of, 383-386. 

Supervenientes, Students so called, 184. 

Surgeons, Corporation of, condition of 
their admission to borrow books 
from College Library, 133, 

Sutherland, James, master of the Physic 
Garden, elected Professor of Botany, 
253, 254. 

Suttie, Mr. Andrew, elected Librarian, 
135 ; elected Regent of Philosophy 
144, 150. 153. 154. 156, 161, 162 • 
his death, 16A 349, 360. 

Suttie, George, Bailie, U5_ ; contributes 
for the buildings of the College 
128, 135, 390. 

Sydterf, Thomas, afterwards Bishop of 
Galloway, 22, 
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Syrae, Andrew, appointed keeper of 
mortcloths, 423. 

Taijsus, Rhetoric of, 377, 37JL 

Tanner, Mr. Thomas, 163. 

Tennant, Alexander, bursar of Philo- 
sophy, 42L 

Teviot, Earl of, his legacy to the Col- 
lege, 121. 

Theology. See Divinity. 

Theses, when first printed, 25, 48, 325; 
disputation on, before graduation, 
49, 50, 53. 61, 72. 81, 86, 198 
202, 240 ' 

Thirlstane, Lord. See Maitland. 

Thomson. Alexander, bursar of Philo- 
sophy, 421* 

Thomson, Mr. George, his verses on 
Principal Rollock referred to, 325. 

Thomson, William, Edinburgh City 
Clerk, contributes for College build- 
ing*, 12& 

Tippermuir, Defeat of the Covenanters 
at, 122, 

Tran, Mr. John, a Professor in Glasgow 
College, 2QL. 

Traquair, Earl of. See Stewart, John. 

Trinity College Church, Gallery in, 
allotted to StiHcnts, 41. 

Trotter, John, contributes for buildings 
of the College, 12& 

Trotter, William, Bailie, 442. 

Turner, Mr. William, candidate for Pro- 
fessorship of Humanity, 3&L 

Tweedie, Mr. William, elected Professor 
of Philosophy, 125» 134, KJ8_L be- 
comes minister of Slamannan Muir, 
LM 145 ; again elected Professor 
of Philosophy, 177, lfl3121; 1»« 
death, 192, 3537 361. 366; his 
legacy to the College, 195, lilfL 



Udward, Mr. Nathaniel, his verses on 
Principal Rollock, 323. 

University, Bull of the Pope necessary, 
before the Reformation, for found- 
ing a, 5. 

Universities, Foreign, Scottish Students 
of Law and Medicine long retorted 
to, & 

Universities, Overtures concerning, by 
General Assembly of 1641 to be 
laid before the King and "Parlia- 
ment, 120 ; Bishops' revenues to 
be applied for supporting, ib ; over- 
tures for the advancement of learn- 
ing in, passed into an act by the 
General Assembly of 1645, 130 ; 
meeting of delegates from, 139- 



144, 149 153. 201-203 ; visitation 
of; 144, 1115; Royal Commission 
for Visitation of, 2 IK. 219 ; paper 
by the University of St. Andrews, 
concerning a method of teaching 
in, 212 223; Act of Convention of 
Estates appointing a visitation of, 
225 ; visitors named and appointed, 
228 ; meet, ib.; Committee far 
University of Edin burgh, ib. ; their 
proceedings, 229 232 ; meeting of 
delegates from different Univer- 
sities, 238; minutes of their pn> 
ceedings, 239-244, 218. ; overtures 
of Committee of Commission of 
Visitation, 25_L253 ; act of Com- 
mission of Visitation for introduc 
ing a uniform method of teaching 
the different parts of Philosophy, 
254-256. 259, 261, 262, 264 266, 
certain propositions condemned by 
Commission of Visitation, ?fi*-9?*. 

University of Aberdeen. See Aber 
deen, Kings College in, etc. 

University of Edinburgh. See Edin 
^ burr/h, University of. 

University of Glasgow. See Glasgow, 
University of. 

University of St. Andrews. See St. 
Andrews, University of. 

Ure, Alexander, preferred to Bursary of 
Philosophy, 414 

Urquhart, Dr Patrick, Professor of 
Medicine, King's College, Aber- 
deen, 238. 



Vaee, Sir Henry, 123, 

Veitcb, Mr. James, Advocate, a candi 

date for Professorship of Civil Law, 

426. 



Wallace, Mr. William, Advocate, elec- 
ted Professor of Universal Civil 
History, 425, 426 ; resigns, 435; 
elected Professor of Scots Law, ib 

Wallis, John, 3J& 

Wardrop's mortification to the Coflrcr. 

432, 

Wardrop, Mr. Alexander, bursar of 

Divinity, 439. 
Warrander, Captain, deacon, 9%% 
Warrander, George, of Lochend, 313. 
Warriston, Lord. See Johnston, J rrii 

bald. 

Watson, Adam, preferred to Bursarr of 

Philosophy, 414 
Watson, James, Under-Janitor of the 

College, 414. ; his death, 436. 
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Vson, William, Porter of the College, 
Gl. 

tt, Adam,TowD Clerk, 369, 397, 418. 

ttt, Mr. Adam, elected Professor of 
Humanity, 369, 397, 403. 

abater, Mr. James, one of the minis- 
ters of Edinburgh, 273, 280. 

ieras, Mr. Matthew, minister of the 
Canongate, 100. 

♦ ir'e mortification to the College, 420. 

•myss, David, Eirl of, 129. 

umyss, Mr. George, of St. Andrews, 
149, 150. 

estern Remonstrance, 159. 

estminster Confession of Faith. See 
C?onfe*8ion of Faith. 

Iiiston, Mr. William, 342. 

'hy tt, Dr. Robert, elected Professor of 
Theory and Practice of Medicine, 
417, 418; his death, 436. 

Tier, Mausio ; her donation to the Col- 
lege, 121. 

Vilcox, Mr. Francis, 1C3. 

Vilkie, David, Dean of Guild, 183. 

Vilkie, David, bursar of Divinity, 436. 

Vilkie, Marion, 132. 

Vilkie, Mr. Thomas, one of the minis- 
ters of Edinburgh, 280. 

Will, David, a candidate for Professor- 
ship of Humanity, 79. 

William, Prince of Orange, proclaimed 
King of England, 225, 227 ; his 
gift to College of Edinburgh for 
maintaining a new Professor of 
Divinity and twenty bursars of 
Divinity, 250, 250 (see Burtars 
of Divinity); his gift to the Uni 
vcrsitie8 of Scotland, 271 ; his 
death, 278, 284. 

Wilson, Alexander, bursar of Philoso- 
phy, 440. 

Wiseman, Mr. James, elected Professor 
of Humanity, 103, 107, 359 ; 
elected Professor of Philosophy, 
108, 110, 111, 115, 121-125, 134, 
138, 139, 144, 150, 151, 154, 15G, 
160, 161, 164, 170, 172 ; his death, 
173, 185, 361. 

Wishart, Mr. John, elected Professor of 
Humanity, 169, 170, 360 ; be- 
comes Professor of Philosophy, 171, 
173, 176, 177, 185, 187, 189, 190; 
resigns, having been appointed one 
of the Commissaries of Edinburgh, 
192-196, 200-209, 353 ; finally re- 
signs his Professorship, 209. 



Wishart, Mr. William, elected Princi- 
pal, 315, 329, 332, 395, 399, 401. 

Wishart, Dr. William, son of the pre- 
ceding, Principal, 332, 370, 406, 
407, 421 ; his death, 424. 

Witticisms, the peculiar taste for, in the 
time of James VI., 69. 

Wood, Mr. John, elected Regent of 
Philosophy, 194, 196, 200-208 ; his 
death, 367. 

Wood, Mungo, Edinburgh City Trea- 
surer, 339, 456. 

Woodside, Hugh, of the Isle of Man ; 
his legacy of books to the College, 
429, 430. 

Worcester, Battle at, 161. 

Worship, Public, attendance on required 
of students, 13. 

Wright, Alexander, merchant ; his do- 
nation to the College, 117, 391, 
440. 

Wright, Mr. James, elected Professor 
of Philosophy, 108, 111, 115, 337 ; 
becomes minister of Coekburnspath, 
118, 188. 

Wright, Hugh ; his mortification to the 
College, 71, 388, 390. 



Yetts, John, Bailie, 413. 
Young, Mr. Andrew, minister of Aber- 
corn, 360. 

Youncr, Mr. Andrew, elected Professor 
of Philosophy, 40, 42, 43, 52-58 ; 
his ill health, 59, 60 ; recovers, 
60 68, 71, 73, 35S ; made Profes- 
sor ot Mathematics, 74, 75, 77, 
336; his death, 78, 81. 

Young, James ; his donation to the Col. 
lege, 72, 389. 

Young, Mr. John, interim teacher of 
Mathematics in the College, 205, 
206 ; his salary augmented, 207, 
213. 

Young, Mr. Robert, a candidate for 
Professorship of Philosophy, 107 ; 
elected Professor of Humanity, 108, 
115; presented to tho church of 
Dumbarney, 125 ; resigns his Pro- 
fessorship, 126, 360. 

Young, Thomas, surgeon, elected Pro- 
fessor of Midwifery, 427, 441. 

Zlii.l, Margaret ; her mortification to 
the College, 390. 
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CORRECTIONS. 



Paoe 59, line 8, " Robert Ker, eldest son of I*ml Roxburgh," so in MS. ; but it 

should have been " William Ker, eldest son of Robert Lord Roxburgh." 
Page 62, line 16, for Georgo, read James. 

Page 75, line 16, 14 23d of January," so iu MS. ; but it should hare been "3d 
of January." 

Page 176, hnc 28, "October, 1653," so in MS. ; but it should have been, «« March 

I, 1651." 

Page 203, line 19, for Ward, read Wood. 

Page 265, line 28, "the Pneumatics, Logic," so in MS. : it should probably ha>f 

been " Pneumatologia." 
Page 328, line 4, for Revas, read Reras. 

Page 332, line 15, for November 20, 1737, read November 10, 1736. 
Pago 335, lino 10, for 1727, read 1627. 
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